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COMMUNISM IN THE DETROIT AREA 





MONDAY, MARCH ‘10, 1952 


Unirep States House or Rerresenratives, 
SuBpcoMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Detroit, Mich. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met 
agg to call at 10:40 a. m. in room 740, Federal Building, Detroit, 
Mich., the Honorable John S. Wood (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present : Representatives John S. Wood, Fran- 
cis E. Walter, Donald L. Jackson, and Charles E. Potter. 

Staff members present: Frank 8S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., assistant counsel; Donald T. Appell, investigator; and 
John W. Carrington, clerk. 

Mr. Woop. Let the committee be in order. 

For the purpose of this hearing, let the record show that a subcom- 
mittee has been set up by the chairman, consisting of Messrs. Walter, 
Jackson, Potter, and Wood, who are all present. 

Are you ready to proceed further, Mr. Counsel ¢ 

Mr. TAvenner. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. Whom will you have? 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I will call as the first witness, Senator Stanley 
Nowak. 

Mr. Woop. Will you be sworn? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this 
subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Nowak. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF STANLEY K. NOWAK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNCIL, GEORGE W. CROCKETT, JR. 


Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel? 

Mr. Nowak. I am. 

Mr. Woop. Will counsel please state his name and business address ? 

Mr. Crocketr. I am George Crockett, attorney for Mr. Nowak, a 
member of the Michigan bar, and my offices are in the Cadillac Tower, 
Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. TavennEr. Senator Nowak, will you state your name, please? 

Mr. Nowak. My name is Stanley Nowak. 

Mr. TAvenNeER. Will you spell it, please? 

Mr. Nowaxk. N-o-w-a-k. 
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Mr. TavenNER. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Nowak. I was born in Poland in 1903. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you arrive in the United States? 

Mr. Nowak. I came to the United States in 1914. 

Mr. TavenneER. That would be at the age of 10 years? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. TavENNER. Are you a naturalized American citizen? 

Mr. Nowak. I am. 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Were yoy naturalized through the derivative 
process ? 

Mr. Nowak. No. I applied for naturalization and received such. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your father’s name? 

Mr. Nowak. John Nowak. 

Mr. TaveNNER. When were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Nowak. I received my naturalization in 1938. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Nowak. In the city of Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where did you file your first naturaliza- 
tion papers? 

Mr. Sova: That is a matter of public record and certainly the 
Immigration Service has all the necessary information, and, if this 
committee desires, I feel confident that the Immigration Service will 
cooperate. 

Mr. Woop. We are asking you to cooperate with us now. 

Mr. Nowak. I am cooperating. 

Mr. Woop. All right; then please answer the question. 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, there was 
some time ago, a number of years ago, when the action was taken 
against me—in fact, an indictment which later on was dropped—and 
I am fully aware that the Immigration Service is represented here, 
well represented here, and 

Mr. Woop. You have already told us that. We are asking you to 
cooperate with us and you have been asked a direct question. Will 
you answer it or not? 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, I have to decline to answer this ques- 
tion, relying on the Constitution as provided in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Woop. In other words, am I to understand you decline to answer 
where and when you filed papers seeking naturalization as a citizen of 
the United States Government? 

Mr. Nowak. I explained the reason why. 

Mr. Woop. I asked you the question if you would do it. 

Mr. Nowak. I stated my reasons. 

Mr. Woop. You still adhere to that ? 

Mr. Nowak. As I stated in my reply to the direct question, that I 
was naturalized in the city of Detroit. 

Mr. Woop. Yes; we heard that. ‘Then you were asked when and 
where you filed your application for naturalization papers. So far 
you have declined to answer that. Do you persist in that declination ? 

Mr. Nowak. I stated, Mr. Chairman, it was in the city of Detroit. 
I stated that— 

Mr. Woop. When? 

Mr. Nowak. I believe the record will show that I pointed out that 
I received my citizenship in the city of Detroit. 
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Mr. Watrer. Do you remember when you received your papers ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes; in 1938. 

Mr. Woop. Does that cover your question, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. The question was when he filed his first 
papers, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. What is your answer to that, if any? By “first papers,” 
1 assume you mean application for naturalization ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Nowak. What is meant by “first papers” ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Your declaration of intention to become an Ameri- 
can citizen, and I think it is usually referred to as the first naturali- 
zation papers. 

Mr. Nowak. Then my answer to your question is the same as I said 
before. There are documents and records in the hands of the Immigra- 
tion Service, and I don’t think I should at this moment be asked from 
memory to decide what I did and how I did it. 

Mr. Woop. Can you tell us within a year of the time you filed that 
declaration ? 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t recollect the exact dates. It is natural that I 
had to apply before I could receive my citizenship papers and the 
fact that I received my citizenship papers proves that I complied 
with all the regulations. 

Mr. Woop. That is not an answer to the question at all. The ques- 
tion was: When did you file your declaration of intent for your first 
papers to apply for citizenship ? 

Mr. Nowak. May I ask the committee a question ? 

Mr. Woop. We are asking you when you did that. 

Mr. Nowak. I would like to have an explanation why you persist 
on getting from me a date from memory when you can find all that 
information documented in the Immigration Bureau. 

Mr. Woop. Nevertheless, we are asking you that question. 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, I feel I have given the best answer I 
can to the best of my knowledge and the best of my information. 

Mr. Woop. What is your answer to the question ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer the detailed ques- 
tions. I filed my application sometime before 1938. 

Mr. Woop. That is obvious. When? 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t recollect at this moment the exact date. 

Mr. Woop. What calendar year? 

Mr. Nowak. My answer is I do not recollect that date at this 
moment. 

Mr. Woop. Do you want to leave this committee with the statement 
that you do not even recall the calendar year in which you filed that 
declaration? Isthat the way you want to leave it ? 

Mr. Nowak. If I don’t remember, I don’t remember. 

Mr. Woop. It is not a question whether you can remember or not, 
because sometimes we very conveniently forget to remember. Can 
you remember, if you filed, and, if so, when ? 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, I resent that implication. 

Mr. Woop. I would much rather you use the term “I can’t re- 
member” than to say “I don’t remember.” If you sincerely are trying 
and you will tell this committee now under your oath, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that you got your citizenship papers in 1938, approxi- 
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mately 14 years ago, and you do not remember when and where you 
filed your declaration, whether you filed it that year or the year 
before or the year before that, if you want to leave it that way, that 
is up to the committee. We want a forthright answer to it, if you 
will give it to us. 

Mr. Nowak. I am trying to give the best answer I can. If I do 
not recollect the specific date, I don’t want to give you a date. 

Mr. Woop. We did not ask you to state the specific date. I asked 
if you could tell us the calendar year in which you filed that declara- 
tion. Can you do that or not? 

Mr. Nowak. At this moment I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wavrer. Which is your answer? You have given an answer 
a moment ago that you decline to answer on the ground that the 
answer might incriminate you. Which is your answer? 

Mr. Nowak. I didn’t say I decline to answer because it might 
incriminate me. I didn’t say that. 

Mr. Watrer. You said that you declined to answer because of the 
protection given under the fifth amendment of the Constitution. Now, 
just exactly which is your answer? Do you decline to answer because 
of the protection given you under the fifth amendment or don’t you 
recollect?) Which is the answer? 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t remember the date. I know it was sometime 
before 1938, and I refer to the Immigration Service for the documents 
and records. That is honest and sincere, and I can’t see all these 
implications. 

Mr. Watvrer. Committee counsel can refresh your recollection. 
Counsel. will you give him those dates and see if that refreshes his 
recollection ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Would it refresh your recollection to state that it 
was December 15,19374 Was that the correct date / 

Mr. Nowak. That I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it in December 1937? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, my answer still is: I don’t remember the exact 
date. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it in the vear 1937 / 

Mr. Nowak. Quite likely. 

Mr. Tavenner. What part of the year was it when you filed your 
declaration ? 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, I said before, and I have to repeat 
again, that Ido not remember. If I remembered the date, I would— 

Mr. Watrer. Give him the date, and then we can see if he 
remembers. 

Mr. TavENNER. December 15, 1937, is the information I have. I 
would like to verify from the witness if that is the correct date. 

Mr. Nowak. May I ask if you have a photostatic copy of my decla- 
ration of intention to become a citizen, from the Immigration Service? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; I do not. 

Mr. Nowak. Then you have only a date or some information. 

Mr. Tavenner. Regardless of what I have or may not have, you do 
admit that it was in the year 1937, as I understand it, that you filed 
vour declaration of intention ? 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Crockett, please confer with your client in an under- 
tone, because the microphone picks up your conversation. 
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Mr. Tavenner. My recollection is that you said possibly it was in 
the year 1937. 

Mr. Nowak. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it in 1937, according to your best recollection ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. It is impossible for me to say definitely “Yes” or “No” 
hecause I do not remember. If I could look into the files of the Im- 
migration Service at this moment, or if I could look up some records 
that I have at home, I could verify it; but, from memory, I can’t and 
I don’t want to definitely accept any date that I don’t re ‘member, that 
1 am not sure of. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was the month in which you received your 
naturalization / 

Mr. Nowak. Frankly, 1 do not remember the month. It was some- 
where early in the spring. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was June 13, 1938 ; was it not ? 

Vir. Nowak. That I do not recollect either. 

Mr. Taverner. Would you say it was more than | year prior to that 
that } you filed your first papers? 

Mr. Nowax. If I remembered the exact date, I would definitely 
answer. Since I do not remember the exact date, I cannot give you 
a definite answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state for the committee, briefly, what your 
educational background has been 

Mr. Nowak. I received a Catholic parochial-school grammar-school 
education. Then I went to evening high school and did not complete 
it, and later I tried to extend my education by reading extensively. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state briefly for the committee what your 
record of employment has been, and I think since you were 21 years 
of age is adequate. If you were born in 1903, that would mean you 
should begin with the year 1924. 

Mr. Nowak. What year did you say I am to begin with ¢ 

Mr. Tavennen. I suggested that you begin with the year 1924, when 
you a6 ume 21 years of age. 

Mr. Nowak. When I became 21 years of age? Yes. I worked for 
about a year or a year and a half for a weekly paper. Then later here 
in Detroit 

Mr. Jackson. Would you give the approximate dates? 

Mr. Nowak. Somewhere in 1924-25. That is as close as I can re- 
member. I returned later to Chicago and worked in a clothing 
industry. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. By what paper was it that you were employed? 

Mr. Nowak. A paper that is out of existence at the moment. It was 
a weekly paper in the Polish language. 

Mr. Tavennerr. What was the name of it? 

Mr. Nowak. The name of the paper was “Workers Voice” in English 
translation, and in original Polish it was “Glos Robotniczy.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name of the paper, please? 

Mr. Nowak. There are two words. The first is G-l-o-s, and the sec- 
ond, R-o-b-o-t-n-i-c-z-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Will you continue, please? After 
working for about a year and a half you say you went to Chicago. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes; I worked in the clothing industry. I was there 
until sometime in 1930, when the depression came and I left the city of 
Chicago and returned to Detroit somewhere around 1931. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Just a minute. You were in Chicago from approxi- 
mately 1925 to 1930? 

Mr. Nowak. I lived in Chicago before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I understand. During this period of time 
between 1925 and 1930, approximately, you were employed in Chicago. 

Mr. Nowak. I believe it was from 1926 until 1930. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I worked in clothing as a machine operator. 

Mr, Tavenner. Did you have any other employment besides that 
while in Chicago? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. I worked fora publishing house as a clerk, mail- 
ing out books. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the publishing house ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Charles H. Kerr Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you engaged in any other employment ? 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time, I mean, between 1926 and 1930? 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you say you returned to Detroit in 1930? 

Mr. Nowak. 1931. 

Mr. a How did you become employed in 1931 in Detroit ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I didn’t have any employment. I was one among the 
many who were unemployed. It was not until some time in 1954, 
I believe, that I got a job in a shop here in an automobile shop. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1934 what was the nature of your employment ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I worked at a machine, as a helper. 

Mr. Tavenner. By whom were vou employed / 

Mr. Nowak. If I correctly recollect the name of the company, I 
believe it is the Detroit Gasket Co 

Mr. Tavenner. How long — you employed by that company ? 

Mr. Nowak. Maybe a year. I don’t remember the exact time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed, please ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. After that I worked in a store as a salesman, a paint 
store. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period? 

Mr. Nowak. I believe until the summer of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Until 1946? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period from 1935 to 1946, did you have 
any other employment besides that of salesman for a paint company ? 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the paint company? 

Mr. Nowak. I believe it was the Nu-Enamel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it, please ? 

Mr. Nowak. N-u-E-n-a-m-e-l. 

Mr. Tavenner. After 1946 how were you employed ? 

Mr. Nowak. I worked for the UAW. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity? 

Mr. Nowak. In the capacity as organizer; as they call it “interna- 
tional represent: ative.’ 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you affiliated with any particular unit of the 
UAW? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, first I worked directly for the international office 
of the UAW under the supervision of the president. Homer Martin. 





COMMUNISM IN THE DETROIT AREA 2965 


Later on, I was affiliated with what is known as the West Side Local 
174, of which Walter Reuther was the president. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say you began work for the UAW in 1946. 
Had you worked for the UAW at any time prior to that ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you continue in your oflicial position 
as international representative of the UAW ? 

Mr. Nowak. As international representative of the UAW, I be- 
lieve it is difficult to recollect the exact date, but it was until sometime 
in 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1937? 

Mr. Nowak. Correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Then I have misunderstood the dates all the way 
through that you have given because you spoke of 1946. 

Mr. Nowak. I am sorry; I meant 1936, 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Let us go back and get that straight. Then you 
worked as an organizer for the UAW from 1956 instead of 1946? 

Mr. Nowak. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the approximate date when you ceased 
to work in that capacity ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, can you give us the year? 

Mr. Nowak. 1937, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was president at the time your work was 
terminated ? 

Mr. Nowak. With the international ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Nowak. Homer Martin. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you work at any other time for the UAW after 
1937 or after you ceased to function as an international representa- 
tive? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. I immediately started to work for the West Side 
Local, local 174. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was in 1937? 

Mr. Nowak. That is to the best of my recollection. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Nowak. As on organizer of the local, business representative; 
they used various terms. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you work for the West Side Local? 
Is that local 174? 

Mr. Nowak. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain as an organizer ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Until some time after I was elected to the State senate. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Nowak. I was elected to the State senate in the fall of 1938 and 
took my office in 1939. 

Mr. '‘TavenNner. When was it that you ceased to work for the West 
Side Local 174 as an organizer? 

Mr. Nowak. We had this understanding: That after I was elected 
as State senator, that when the legislature was in session, then I did 
not work for the UAW and I was off the payroll. When the regular 
session was over, then I would return to my work. It is difficult now 
to recollect all the dates when I was off the payroll and when I went 
back on the payroll. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I am not asking for specific dates when you were 
on and off the payroll, due to your service in the senate, but approxi- 
mately when did you sever your connections with the West Side Local 
174 as organizer? 

Mr. Nowak. It must have been somewhere in 1939. 

Mr. Tavenner. What shop did local 174 represent ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. It was an amalgamated local, representing many shops 
on the West Side. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you name them, please / 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t know whether I can recolleet them all, par- 
ticularly now, since I am not with the local for a long time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand. 

Mr. Nowak. But I believe at that time the Cadillac Motor Car Co. 
was one of the units of the West Side local. ‘Ternstedt was one of 
the units, Kelsey-Hayes—— 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the size of Ternstedt ? 

Mr. Now AK. In 1936 I believe there were about 12,000 people work 
ing in that unit, in that shop. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that one of the larger of the group? 

Mr. Nowak. One of the largest in the West Side local at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you consider it was one of the most impor- 
tant fields for organization work in the West Side Local 174/ 

Mr. Nowak. The West Side local, as a local, was the important 
local; it was an important local. Every major shop was an important 
shop, and Ternstedt was one of the major General Motors shops on 
the West Side. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Will you proceed to give us the names 
of the others, please ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Frankly, that is all that I definitely recollect at this 
moment. I wouldn’t like to cite names that Iam not sure. That isa 
good many years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Beginning in 1939, after vou terminated your or 
gvanizational work for the West Side Local 174, how were you em 
ployed ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well. I always tried to devote iny spare time from my 
legislative work to some local union affiliated with the CIO. It made 
it difficult for me to hold any regular union position because T was 
frequently called to Lansing and because of regular sessions lasting 
for many months—so every time I was free from my legislative work I 
would offer my service to some local or some union of the CIO and 
they would call upon me to do whatever work they had during that 
time. I worked for quite a number of months for district 50 of the 
United Mine Workers, helping to organize the chemical industry in 
the downriver section. I also was a part of the drive to organize the 
Ford Motor Co. Whenever I was free from my legislative service, 
I would work on particular projects at that moment. I also worked 
for the local of the hotel and restaurant workers affiliated with the 
CIO. That is the work that I did in between, and I lived from my 
meager income from my legislative work and whatever . earned in 
between my service working for one or the other locals or unions of 
the CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that continue during the period that you were 
in the State senate? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How long was that period / 

Mr. Nowak. I served in the State senate for 10 years. I was elected 
in 1938 and served until and including 1948 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Until when? 

Mr. Nowak. 1948, 10 years. I served 5 terms. 

Mr. Tavenner. After 1948, how were you employed, or rather, be- 
ginning with 19484 

Mr. Nowak. Beginning with 1948? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. After you completed your various terms in 
the State senate. 

Mr. Nowak. I completed it in 1948, the end of 1948 was the end of 
my last term in the senate. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. From that time, how have you been 
employed ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. In 1948 I worked for another CIO union, the Fur and 
Leather Workers. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long did you work with 
Workers / 

Mr. Nowak. Probably 2 vears. I don’t recollect the exact date. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. That would bring you up to about 1950, would it 
not ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Tavanues, You said 2 years. 

Mr. Nowak. You see, 1 concluded—I worked for the Fur and 
Leather Union I believe it was 1947 and 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Since you finished your term in the senate in 1948, 
how have you been employed ? 

Mr. Nowak. I tried to develop a small business of my own, selling 
printing, with not too much of a success. I worked at it for a couple 
of years. At the present time my small income is largely from public 
speaking. I have no permanent employment. 

Mr. Taverner. Your public speaking has been your employment ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your public speaking has been by what organiza- 
tions, or what individuals 

Mr. Nowak. Anyo ne who would like me to spe: ak on some topic, I 
gladly spoke. 

Mr. TAVE NNER. Will vou give us a general idea of the nature of 
the public speaking you have been engaged in during 1951? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes; I will be very happy to. The topic that I speak 
often on is peace, and particularly that aspect of peace that I consider 
so very important is the rearmament of Germany. There was quite 
a demand and request on the part of people who are interested in 
peace, interested in what is happening in Germany in particular, and 
why Germany is being rearmed. I made a study of it so that is the 
topic of discussion that I used most in the last year or two. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you done any work for the UAW since you 
left the State senate in 1948? 

Mr. Nowak. I have not. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Why have you not continued with that work ? 

Mr. Nowak. Apparently I was not asked. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Senator Nowak, the committee’s investigation dis- 
closes that your name has been identified with quite a number of organ- 
izations which have been classified, either by this committee or by 


the Fur and Leather 
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the Attorney General of the United States, as Communist or Com- 
munist-front organizations. The committee would like to inquire 
of you regarding such affiliations with the view of obtaining from you 
such information as you may have about the Communist infiltration 
or control of these groups, if it be true, in the Detroit area. 

The first organization that I desire to ask you about is the Ameri- 
can Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born. I show you 
a photostatie copy of a letterhead of the American Committee for the 
Protection of the Foreign Born, dated April 28, 1941, in which you 
appear to have been listed as a vice chairman. Will you examine the 
photostatie copy, please, and state whether or not you were vice chair- 
man in 1941? 

Mr. Nowak. As I understood you to say that this organization you 
speak of and many others were put on a subversive list by the Attorney 
General—well, I would like to comment on that first. The Attorney 
General has arbitrarily put any organization that he pleased on the 
subversive list and determined they are subversive, without giving 
them any hearing whatsoever. If my recollection is correct, the Su- 
preme Court just recently ruled on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us ask you about your knowledge of any of these 
organizations and, if you disagree with the Attorney General, I would 
like to know the basis of your disagreement. 

Mr. Nowak. My disagreement is first on principle. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not talking on principle: I am talking about 
the particular organization, the letterhead of which was handed you, 
which you have not yet looked at and which is lying before you on 
the table. Will vou look at it ? 

Mr. Nowax. Well—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know its contents without looking at it? 

Mr. Nowak. No: I don’t know its contents. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look at it, please ? 

Mr. Nowak. I will get to it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou get toit now? We will wait for you. Will 
you look at the document that has been handed to you ? 

Mr. Nowak. It isa matter of public record. 

Mr. Tavenner. The letterhead that I handed you is a matter of 
public record ? 

Mr. Nowak. I can’t help—it is right here lying right before me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it ? 

Mr. Nowak. What is the purpose of examining it ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it and I will base some questions 
on it after you have looked at it, unless you already know its contents ? 

Mr. Nowak. I have seen the photostatic copy here. Now, if you have 
any questions—— 

Mr. Tavenner. My question is for you to examine it and see if your 
name appears on it as a vice chairman. Will you look at it and see if 
that is true? 

Mr. Nowak. The organization you are speaking of is a matter of 
public record, 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer my question, please ? 

Mr. Nowak. As I stated before, the Attorney General saw fit to 
place this organization on a subversive list. Therefore, I have no choice 
in the matter, not because of my own will, but because of what was 
done over which I have no control 
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Mr. Waurer. Did you ever protest against the action taken DV the 
——s rv Gen eral ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Ww ALTER. When / 

Mr. Nowak. I believe so. I don’t recollect the time and date. 

Mr. Warrer. How did you protest ‘ 

Mr. Nowak. I presume it was protested by mail. 

Mr. Waurer. You are sure that you wrote a letter to the Attorney 
General protesting his action-/ 

Mr. Nowak. The organization—it 1s my understanding did—-I 
didn't do it individually. 

Mfr. se rer. The organization was given a hearing, was it not 

Mr. Nowak. Not to liy knowledge. 

Mr. Water. Its protest was considered pretty carefully and ther 
was nothing in the protest that indicated to the Atton ©) Greneral 
that he had acted lmproperly when that organization was listed as 
a subversive organization: is that not the fact ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. My understanding is that the Atton e\ (reneral neve! 
calls in a representative of the organization that he puts on the sub 
versive list but he decides and puts them on the subversive list without 
a hearing. That’s my understal ding. 

Mr. Watvrer. That is righ t. because of the abundance and pre 
ponderance of thre evidence, Then when an error is mace he is very 
happy to correct it, 2 yee as this committee has done. 

Nir. Nov Vis \W! rhe { vidence ¢ W] ho kno S the ey d nce? Who has 
CTOSS-eX mined the evidence é 

Mr. Warren. The Attorney General, the FBI, and the Central Intel- 
hive) ce,and all the agents who are on met rt forthe kind of activities 
we are now discussing. 

Mr. Nowak. But can they legally, without public hearing, without 
riving opportunity to the people who are involved in it to present their 


ile. can thev make a decision ¢ 


Mr. Wavrrr. Of course they can and do by virtue of express orders 
from the President of the United States 

Mr. Nowak. Ye 2 out I may call your attention, Congressman, that 
the Supreme Court has ruled on it and said that the Attorney Gen 

il has no meht to do that. That before any organization can be 


placed on a subversive list, that the representative of the organization 
must be called in and given an opportunity and given a day in court. 
Phat ismy understanding of the decision of the Supreme Court. 

Vin J CKSON, Are vou hot nan ex ellent posiliol to use this as a 
roruin right now to « lear th American Committee for the Protection 
oi the Ie reren Born Or a 5 onu VW hich they have been placed on it? 
bow are “Kine Tor an OpPporl ! t\ to tppear before the Ameri 


people and you have a great opportunity here, Senator, the best > 
portunity mm the world. If there is nothin: yr Wrong with the o reaniza 


tlon, as a matter of yn nciple with vou, if there is nothing wrong wit 
eriiil ly \ iare not going to incriminate yourself many way 
Xp if your opinions on it. You have the ereatest forum in t! 


mld if you really want a fe 
Wacrer. This is the kind of opportunity that is rarely given 
re al yone—— 
. Now AR. Mr. c h: urms in and me inbers of t he committee, | didn't 
come here re eee San eegnee zation. In fact, I didn’t know that 
the question of this organization will be raised here at all. 
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Mr. Water. You knew that you were a member of the organization ; 
did you not? 

Mr. Nowak. Further—— 

Mr. Watrer. You knew that, did you not, when you came here? 
Answer my question. You knew you were a member of that organiza- 
tion when you came here, did you not ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. My attorney advises me that I should not answe r any 
questions concerning membership of any organization that the At- 
torney General put on the subve rsive list. 

Mr. Wavrer. But I thought this organization was imq properly listed 


by the Attorney General, according to you, and if that is a fact, why 
are you afraid of any rainy He prosecution for being a nse er of it? 
‘Mr. Nowak. It is true that the organization was improperly listed 


and that the whole proce wduve of the Attorney General is improper, 
but still, that is the decision of the Attorney General and the most I 
can do is to express how unfair it is, but I can’t change it. 

Mr. Waurer. You are not taking any chances, are you? 

Mr. Nowak. Congressman, with the situation as it is today, with 
the kind of procedures, with the kind of methods that are used, no 
intelligent citizen can take any chances. 

Mr. Wavrer. I would not go so far as to say that. I know a great 
many intelligent citizens, the vast majority, who are perfectly w ling 
and anxious to testify in response to the sort of questions that were 
asked you. Of course, there are intelligent people and there are in- 
telligent people. 

Mr, Nowak. Congressman, how it happens that you never put these 
questions to what you call favorable witnesses? Why do they always 
ask these questions and these questions are put to the witness ‘that you 
choose to classify as unfavorable witnesses / 

Mr. Water. That is a very improper question to ask me, but since 
you asked it, I will tell you. We know a great deal more about the 
witnesses who testify before us than they think we know, and this 
committee has been very careful to screen everybody who ever tes 
tifies so as to prevent a grave injustice being done anyone. 

Mr. Woop. With further reference to that, let me correct the wit- 
ness. It has not only happened, but happened many times that wit 
nesses have answered questions as to their affiliation with these various 
front organizations and the Communist Party itself. They have been 
asked those questions and they have given us forthright answers, not 
only in connection with a few Communist-front organizations, but 
some witnesses with reference to dozens and dozens of them. So, any 
inference that you make that only those who cloak themselves behind 
the fifth amendment are asked questions as to membership im Com- 
munist- front organizations is not a true statement. 

Porter. Whether a person is a friendly or unfriendly witness 
is dieeanien by the individual, and not by the committee. You have 
an opportunity here to be the friendliest witness in the world if you 
so seek to take that course 

Mr. Woop. I am going to ask you this question : You say this or- 
ganization known as the American Committee for the Protection of 
the Foreign Born has ath improperly listed by the Attorney General. 
I assume from that that you know something of it or you could not 
make that assertion under your oath, because you are under oath, and 
vou made that assertion under oath, namely, that it has been im- 
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properly listed by the Attorney General. Will you please elucidate 
to this committee what there is about this committee that caused you 
to think it is not a subversive organization ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, 1 was 
not referring to any specific organization for the moment. I was 
pointing out that all the organizations that are on the list of the 
Attorney General were placed in that fashion that was illegal and 
unfair and may I say, un-American ¢ 

Mr. Woop. Did you not in response to a question asked by my col 
league, Mr. Walter, from Pennsylvania, just before I interrogated 
you, state In response to his question, that this organization, the 
American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, had 
been improperly listed by the Attorney General as being subversive ! 
Did vou not answer it that way ? 

Mr. Nowak. If I may refresh your memory, Mr. Chairman- 

Mr. Woop. I would like to have a forthright answer to that ques- 
tion. Lasked you if you did not answer it that way. 

Mr. Nowak. | will come to it. L don't dodge question 

Mr. Woop. Then let us have an answer to that. 

Mr. Nowak. IL will—— 

Mr. Woop. Then you may make any explanation you desire. Did 
you answer it that way oer not‘ 

Mr. Nowak. First of all Lam not in the habit or custem to answe) 
questions “Yes” or “No.” any question. 

Mr. Porrer. That is a question as to something you stated and cer 
tainly that can be answered “Yes” or “No.” - Did you say that or did 
you not ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, lam going to answer it but I have to answer it my 
own way. Your attoriey remarked in the preface to his question that 
this organization alongside with others are on the subversive list of the 
Attorney General and it was in the reply to that statement that I said 
that any organization that is put on the subversive list by the Attorney 
General is unfair; the entire procedure is unfair. May | at this mo 
ment-—— 

Mr. Woon. Is that votlr answer ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. Will you answer my question if, in response to an inter 
rogation made to vou by a member of this committee, Mr. Walter, 
When he asked vou if you felt that this American Committee for the 
Protection of the ovelg B rh had heen properly listed bv the 
Atton hey General, whether or net you did not siate that vou did feel it 
was ¢ , 

Mr. Nowak. As I recollect what T said, it is that all organizations 
were improperly put on the list. 

Mr. Woop. You say now that vou did not understand Congressman 
Walter had asked you that question with particular and specific refer 
ence to this committee, the American Committee for the Protection 
of the Foreign Born? Is that the way you want to leave it now ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Will you repeat your question ‘ 

Mr. Woop. You are leaving the committee to understand that you 
now say that you understood Mr. Walter. in interrogating you, to have 
reference to all organizations listed by the Attorney General rather 
than the specific American Committee for the Protection of the For- 


- 
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eign Born. Is that what you mean to leave as an impression of the 
committee / 

Mr. Nowak. May Lask that the record be read, the exact question as 
it was recorded / 

Mr. Woop. Lam asking you: Do you remember what it was? 

Mr. Nowak. Why must we guess about it’ Is it unfair to ask that 
the question be read from the record ¢ 

Mr. Woop. Do you say it is your understanding it did not have refer- 
ence to this particulan committee? That is what I want to know. 

Mr. Now. Whi is there objection to having the record read ¢ 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Nowak, you are a witness and not an interrogato 
here; bear that in mind. Iam asking vou now if that is the way you 
understand it. I just want to know honestly of your own convictions 
about it and whether that is the way you understand it. 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, may I also comment on it’ I served 
also On many committe eS and | have some e xpe rience 

Mr. Woop. Tam familiar with your 10 vears’ experience in the Legis- 
lature or Senate of the State of Michigan. I know you have served 
on committees before and have been before committees long enough 
to know when a committee is undertaking to ascertain any facts from 
2 witness that the committee is entitled to at least a forthright answer 
from the witness. 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mer. Woop. Will you five us one the né 

Mr. Nowak. My answer is to have the record read. 

Mr. Woop. If the committee wants to go back to the record, we 
willdoit. Tam asking you your recollection about it. 

Mr. Nowak. Why should I depend on my recollection 

Mr. Wceop. Are you unwilling to? 

Mr. Nowak. [| asked that the record be rea 

Mr. Woop. Are you unwilling to depend on your memory of 10 
or 5 minutes ago? 

Mr. Now \K, Why do we have ecords here / WI \ can't we vo and 
have Thre record I acl? , 


Mir. Woop Tan ! kV o if vou are unwilll itoretv on your memo 


Mr. Nowar. No, but I would rather rely on the record. 

Mr. et ». You would rather rely on the record ? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, it is much better than my memory. 

Mr. v wwrer. Even though it goes back only 10 minute 

Mr. Nowak. Regardless. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the pnotostatie copy of the letter 
end of April 2 28, 1941, in evidence and ask that it be marked “Nowak 
oa No. a 

Mr. Woop. That will be admitted. 

ri “ie ‘ument referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 1” 


and received in evidence.) 


Mr. : AVENNER. | how you a photostat COp\ of a leaflet refer 
ring to an address delivered before the National Conference on the 
Foreign Born in Post War America at the Hotel New Yorker in New 
York City. October 20, and 21, 1945. This leaflet was circularized by 
the American ( ‘ommittee for the Pi rotection of the Foreien Born. 

e4 , ) 


Does vour name appeal thereon as hairm in of the organization / By 
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that I mean the organization, the American Committee for the Pro- 
tection of the Forein Born? Have you looked at it? 

Mr. Nowak. I see it, it is before me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does your name appear on it as chairman of the 
organization ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I see there is “Stanley Nowak.” I see the name. and 
marked with a red arrow, so I couldn't help see it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you see anything else right beside as to the po- 
sition of that individual ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. As I see there it Savs, “Chairman.” 

Mr. TAvENNER. Was that you? 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, nothing would please me more than 
to answer positively your question - 

Mr. Woop. That make sit unanimons Suppo c you Lo nhead i! cd 
do it 

Mr. Nowak. I know, but you see, as youl attorney sa d, this organ 
iZation 1s placed on the subversive list by the 2 ttorney Genera] 
therefore L have no choice in the matter but to re lv on the constit 
tional protection that I have as stipulated in the fifth amendment, 

Mr. Wavrer. Suppose that which you say is correct, it is not a crime 
to be a member of any organization that the Attorney General has 
placed on that list. 

Mr. Nowak. Then. Congressman Walter. will you answer me a 
question ¢ Why did the Attorney General put that organization on 
a subversive list? What is meant by “subversive list” ¢ 

Mir. Wavrer. To prevent infiltration into sensitive places in Gov 
ernment of the kind of people deciicated to overthrow the vi ry thing 
you are now hiding behind. 

Mr. Nowak. Iam not hiding behind anything. 

Mr. Wavrer. You are hiding behind the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Nowak. I am not. 

Mr. Wavrer. Then answer the questio 

Mr. Nowak. I want to make it clear that wherever I stand on my 
constitutional rights, | am hiding nothing: I am only exercising 
right that the Constitution gi 

Mr. Woop. You will have 
ot the Constitution of America, will vou not 2 

Mr. Nowak. I am exercising a constitutional right 

Mr. Woop. That is what I am talkn Oo about. You ire invokn oO 


Proviston of the Constitution as a right to claim to refuse to ar ve! 


rive 


‘ 
‘ 
' 


( admit that Vo ur ny king a pro S10 


thes questions, 

Mr. Nowak. I am exercising the right the Constitution gives me 
ind | don’t believe it is a erime—it hasn't become a e1 me to exercise 
the rights the Constitution gives us. It is a crime to violate the 


rieht. 

Mr. Porrer. You are fortunate to live in a country where vou ea 
exercise that right. the right vou are now exercising. There are mat 
countries today, as in your ewn native Poland. which is now und 
he heel of communism. where the right vou are exere! er neret 


is not granted to those fine people in your native country of Poland 
Mr. Nowak. May I comment on that ? I am defend ne th it rig 

that ome people are trying to take t out of the ¢ onstitution and trv 

to violate it. I am defending that right. May I also remark, Co 
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gressman Potter, about Poland. I would like to know what you know 
about Poland. 

Mr. Woop. I understood you to say awhile ago you were not claim- 
ing that it would tend to incriminate you in any way to answer these 
questions when you invoke the provisions of the fifth amendment; is 
that true? 

Mr. Crocxerr. Mr. Chairman, I do not think any such statement 
was made by iny client. It is a misquotation of the record. 

Mr. Woop. Did vou make that statement or not ? 

Mr. Crockerr. What is the statement ? 

Mr. Woop. Did you make the statement a minute ago when you 
invoked the fifth amendment that it did not mean you were claiming 
that to answer the question would incriminate you? Did you make 
thats — ment or not f 

Mr. Nowak. I do not recollect the exact words IT used. The record 
will show. 

Mr. Woop. I ask you now if that is what you meant to ny 

Mr. Crockerr. The fifth amendment says no person shall be com- 
pelled to testify w with respect to anything that can be used ¢ against him 
and I think, Congressman Walter, what vou have in mind is to include 
the words, “in a criminal proceeding.” Is that what you have in 
mind, Congressman / 

Mr. Water. Go on, I know the Constitution. Go on and advise 
vour client. 

Mr. Crockerr. I have heard it quoted by persons whom I thought 
knew it, but who evidently do not know it. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Crockett, we would appreciate it if you would confer 
with your client in undertones. I have called your attention to it 
before because the microphone picks up your conversation. 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, as my counsel advised me, that when 
I rely on the fifth amendment I am not implying anything, any guilt 
at all, I feel confident of my imnocence, but the fifth amendment pro- 
vides that [am not to testify against myself or anyone. 

Mr. Wavrer. How would you testify against yourself ? 

Mr. Nowak. Under the present circumstances, with the hysteria 
throughout the country, with the Attorney General arbitrarily put 
ting organizations and people on subversive lists, with the new theory 
of guilt by association— 

Mr. Waurer. Mr. Nowak, vou are not testifying against yourself in 
any matter that would get you in any difficulty. It is not a crime to 
be a member of the organizations. If the Attorney General has 
listed them, it is for a purpose, but to admit vou are a member of an 
orgznization that has been classified as subversive does not in any wise 
implie ate you in: anything so you are not heing asked to give any te sti- 
mony against vourself. 

Mr. Crockerr. Mr. Congressman, you are asking my client a legal 
question. Do vou mind if las an attorney answer it / 

Mr. Wacrer. I will withdraw it. I know what you will tell him 
toanswer. I will save some time and withdraw if. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence the leaflet 
and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 2 

Mr. Woon. It will be admitted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 2” and 


received in evidence. ) 
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Mr. Tavenner. I show you a pliotostatic copy of an article that 
appeared in the Daily Worker of December 6, 1949, on page 2. Ac- 
cording to this article. you were a speaker at the sixteenth annual 
conference of the American Committee for the Protection of the For- 
eign Born held here in Detroit in December 1949. Will you examine 
it. please ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I see it before me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did vou examine it? 

Mr. Nowak. I see it here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it, please, and state whether or not 
Rev. Charles A. Hill of Detroit was also a speaker at that meeting, or 
was a speaker at that meeting ? 

Mr. Now AK. I have seen the document and if it is there then you 
know it. Why must I testify for someone else ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall that Rev. Charles A. Hill was a 
speaker on that oceasion / 

Mr. Now AK. ( ) l this docums rit ] do see the name of Rey ( ‘harle \. 
Hill. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he speak at that meeting ? 

Mr. Nowak. Who do you have in mind ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. The Reverend Charles A. Hill, to whom you just 
referred. Do you recall it / 

Mr. Nowak. There are many Hills in—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Any Rev. Charles A. Hill. That ought to be a 
simple question. 

Mr. Nowak. As far as this document is concerned that you sub 
mitted here, all IT see is a name. 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was: Did Rev. Charles A. Hill, to your 
knowledge, speak on that occasion ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. First, what Charles A. Hill do you have in mind, and 
second, what is wrong with speaking publicly ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou answer my question / 

Mr. Nowak. | would like at this moment to make this statement 
for the committee. T have never been an informer. I have never 
served as a stool pigeon. what we call in the shops and factories and 
later in the union, and I do not propose at this time to serve an 
informer. If this committee is interested, you have plenty of inves 
tigators, and I am sure your investigators—— 

Mr. Porrrer. Mr. Nowak, I never heard anyone inform on the Boy 
Scouts. ; 

Mr. Crockerr. I believe you said that last week, Congressman 

Mr. Jackson. It is just as true this week. 

Mr. Porrer. And I mean it today. 

Mr. Jackson. We will change it a little. No one ever informed on 
the YMCA. You have to inform on something in the nature of a 
conspiracy. 

Mr. Nowak. Congressman, if I may observe on that one, no one 
knows, if this thing goes on as it is now, whether we will not be ob- 
servers and informers even on the Boy Scouts. 

Mr. Jackson. If it goes to the ultimate end advocated by some of 
the witnesses who have sat in that chair, Communist commissars will 
get the words out of them with thumb screws. You are very lucky 
to sit before a committee of the United States Congress, Mr. Nowak. 
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In Poland they would have you out before a stone wall tomorrow 
morning at sunrise. 

Mr. Woop. You were asked awhile ago about an individual that was 
referred to by counsel. How many people do you know by that name? 

Mr. Nowak. I am sure that if we look in the telephone book there 
will be quite a number of them. 

Mr. Woon. I did not ask youthat. Iasked you how many you know. 

Mr. Nowak. Why ask the question? What importance has it to the 
investigation ? 

Mr. Woop. You were asked which one we referred to and I am asking 
you how many you know. 

Mr. Nowak. What you are doing is exactly turning the question 
around. 

Mr. Woop. You may put whatever construction you may on it but 
that is the question I have asked, namely, How many people by that 
name do you know? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Woop. You may proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Carl Winter also a speaker on that occasion ? 

Mr. Nowak. Will you tell me something about who is this Carl 
Winter you are referring to? 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘That is not necessary for your answer. I am asking 
you if you know that Carl Winter spoke on that occasion. 

Mr. Nowak. I would like to have some identification, which Carl 
Winter? 

Mr. Woop. Did any Carl Winter speak there ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Any Carl Winter. 

Mr. Nowak. If I was to answer questions concerning anyone at the 
meeting you speak of, I would be admitting that I was at the meeting 
and I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Counsel, at this point we will take a recess for about 
15 minutes. , 

(Short recess. ) 

AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Woop. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not Carol Weiss King 
was also a speaker at that meeting ? 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Counsel, may I state, so we understand one 
another, that I will not—that I will decline to testify concerning 
any organization that is on the Attorney General’s subversive list, 
claiming my constitutional right as stipulated in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Woop. It will abbreviate the record considerably if you will 
just answer the questions or decline to answer, without explaining 
your position. 

Mr. Nowak. May I also point out-—— 

Mr. Woop. You have already pointed that out. Just answer the 
question. 

Mr. Nowak. —that your counsel would abbreviate the expenses of 
the taxpayers if he stops asking these questions that he knows well I 
have said over and over that I decline to answer. 

Mr. Woov. Now, will you answer that one question, Mr. Nowak # 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer any question concerning any 
organization- 
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Mr. Woop. Mr. Nowak ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. That is on the list of subversive organizations. 

Mr. Woop. You were asked a question with respect to a particular 
individual; whether or not the individual spoke on the occasion of 
the meeting that he asked you about. What is your answer to that 
question ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. The reference was made to this speaking at a meet- 
ing of an organization listed as subversive. 

Mr. Woop. What is your answer? Did he or didn’t he‘ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitutional 
rights—— 

Mr. Warrer. That is very sensible and sound, except--were you a 
speaker on that oceasion ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitutional! 
grounds as provided in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the photostat copy of the item in evidence, 
and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Woop. Let it be admitted. 

(The document above referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 
3.” and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Thank you. 

Mr. Watrer. Due to the fact that vou decline to answer these ques- 
tions because of protection, you say, in the fifth amendinent, let me 
read the pertinent part. 

Nor shall he be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself. 


I am at loss to understand why you feel that language in the fifth 
amendment makes it possible for you to properly decline to answer a 
question of whether or not a person spoke at a meeting. 

Mr. Crocketr. Counsel, that is another legal question. If you want 
me to, I will answer it. 

Mr. Watrer. No, no, don’t bother. I know the answer myself. 
Thank you just the same. 

Mr. TavenNer. Senator Nowak, the investigations of the committee 
disclose that one of the purposes for the foundation of the organiza- 
tion of the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born 
was to defend aliens who may be subject to deportation. Was that 
known to you to be one of the purposes of the organization ? 

Mr. Nowak. I stated before that I decline to answer questions con- 
cerning any organization that the Attorney General listed as sub- 
versive on constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Aside from the organization, what is your position 
with relation to aliens who have entered this country illegally ? 

Mr. Nowak. You want my opinion on it? 

Mr. Tavenner. I want your position; what your position has been; 
what you have done about it in the past. Have you ever endeavored 
to defend a person who entered this country illegally from deporta- 
tion ? 

Mr. Crockerr. May I ask as counsel, that committee counsel ex- 
plain what he means by entering the country illegally / 

Mr. Warrer. Jumping ship, stowaway. 

Mr. Crockxerr. Is that what you are limiting it to? 

Mr. Warrer. Without the proper credentials. Actually, it is lim 
ited to those two cases: jumping ship, stowaway. Coming into the 
United States without proper authorization. 
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Mr. Crockerr. In other words, you are not talking about exclusion 
cases ? j 

Mr. Watrer. We are talking about deportation, because, after they 
are here, the procedure is then to deport. You can’t exclude some- 
body who has already entered. 

Mr. Crockerr. That depends on how long they have been here. 

Mr. Woop. I would like to call your attention to the fact that this 
witness is intelligent. He knows what illegal entry into this country is. 

Mr. Crockrrr. 1 am not sure that he does. I am not sure that you 
do, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Let him say so, if he doesn’t know. 

Mr. Nowak. May I make a general statement ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. No; just answer the question. 

Mr. Nowak. That will answer it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let it be in the form of an answer, rather than a 
statement. 

Mr. Nowak. T am not interested in protecting anyone who violates 
any deportation or immigration law, but, I am interested in the fact 
that anyone should be given a fair trial and an opportunity to pre- 
sent his ease, and, if he is found innocent, to receive what assistance 
is necessary so he can prove his innocence. ‘That is the answer that I 
can give to your question. 

Mr. Warver. Mr. Nowak, do you know Jack Wasserman ? 

Mr. Nowak. Congressman, will you tell us who is Jack Was- 
serman ¢ 

Mr. Warrer. Do you know anybody by the name of Jack Was- 
serman ? 

Mr. Nowak. May I see the document you are reading from? 

Mr. Warrer. You have already seen it. You know al! about that. 
That is exhibit No. 1, I believe. 

Mr. Nowak. This document is the one that was submitted here a 
short while ago. It is related to the organization that was men- 
tioned, and I explained to the committee that because this organiza- 
tion is on the subversive list, therefore I cannot answer any questions 
concerning both the organization and any individuals specified in this 
document. 

Mr. Wavrer. You decline to answer the question whether or not 
you know Jack Wasserman, whose name appears on that paper? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, Congressman, I decline to answer. 

Mr. Waurer. That is very interesting to me because Mr. Wasser- 
man is the man who is presently opposing the immigration code 
which will be presented to the Congress of the United States on 
Thursday, of which [ am very proud to be the author. I am glad 
to know you refuse to answer the question whether or not you know 
the principal leader to the opposition of the enactment of this legis- 
lation. It may be a better law than I thought it was. 

Mr. Nowak. IT refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Water. Yes; I understand; you refused two, three, four, five 
times. 

Mr. Nowak. Because of the organizations and the individuals that 
are listed on the subversive list. 

Mr. Wavrer. I understand. 

Mr. Nowak. I wish I was at liberty to speak freely on this matter, 
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but, with the situation as it is today, I have to protect myself by the 
constitutional rights. 

Mr. Water. Protect yourself from what / 

Mr. Nowak. That was discussed here several times. 

Mr. Watrer. Protect yourself from what ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I have stated here, both my attorney and 1, that be- 
cause the Attorney General arbitrarily listed organizations as sub- 
versive, and because that list is open, often used in courts, and used by 
many individuals as an establisl ed fact that anyone related to or has 
any association with it is subversive, therefore, i cannot here give an) 
positive answers On Questions as to these organia itions; I have to rel) 
on the protection of the constitutional rights given me in such case. 

Mr. Watrer. Protection against what ‘ 

Mr. Nowak. Possible action against me. 

Mr. Wacrer. What for? 

Mr. Nowak. That, I don’t know. People have different ways and 
different reasons for it. 1 call on, Mr. Congressman, maybe you don’t 
know, but there are people who are always anxious to defeat me in 
elections, and, one time they probably would have succeeded, with the 
Justice Department taking action against me, and it was necessary 
for Attorney General Biddle to examine the facts and point out there 
were no basis. I have my political enemies here. 

Mr. Wa ter. This is a great opportunity for you to expose your 
political enemies. All you have to do is to give us a straightforward 
story, and, I know that you can be of great help to this committee. It 
is indeed disappointing to me, and the other members of the com 
mittee, that you won't help us, because, we know you could if you 
want to. 

Mr. Nowak. Congressman Walter, I would be very happy to meet 
any members of this committee on a public debate, radio, television, 
uublic hall: away from these rules here, and I will speak very freely. 
t you or any member of this committee will accept that kind of dis- 
cussion, outside of these regulations that 1 am under here—— 

Mr. Waurer. You flatter yourself. 

Mr. Jackson. You mean, of course, without taking the oath unde 
which you are testifying today. 

Mr. Nowak. Without the oath. as my attorney points out, there 
would be no basis for criminal prosecution, 

Mr. Jackson. Without the oath there would be no reason for you 
to be afraid of the questions you are refusing to answer. 

Mr. Nowar. Not necessarily. 

May Lalso say, Congressman Walter. you said about my willingness 
to cooperate with this committee: I would be ve ry glad to cooperate 
with this committee if this committee was really interested in finding 
out the reasons why we have communism; why some people work for 
new ideas, new political theories. 

Mr. Woop. Suppose you tell the committee why you have those 
ideas. 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman. you have already concluded that I have 
those ideas / , 

Mr. Woop. I assume from your answers that you have. I think it is 
a reasonable assumption. 

Mr. Nowak. You expect me to answer yes or no / 
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Mr. Woop. No. I want you to give me a reason. 

Mr. Nowak. Reason for what? 

Mr. Woop. Why you embrace this philosophy. 

Mr. Nowak. I have never said I embraced—— 

Mr. Woop. That is very true, but you left a very strong inference. 
I will ask you if you have? 

Mr. Nowak. What philosophy ? 

Mr. Woop. Communism. Have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party / 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer any question—— 

Mr. Woop. Do you decline to answer that question / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline on the constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Woop. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitutional 
grounds as provided in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Woop. All right. 

Mr. Nowak. May I return, Congressman Walter, to the first ques- 
tion you raised, that— 

Mr. Jackson. Let’s have the regular order, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Put a question, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavenneR. Yes, sir. 

Senator Nowak, were you elected national secretary of the Amer- 
ican Slav Congress at the fourth congress held in Chicago, December 
26, 1938? 

Mr. Nowak. May I ask a question? Has the American Slav 
Congress been placed on the Attorney General’s list ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will your question be based on an answer to that? 

Mr. Nowak. My answer, vou mean? Very likely. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your answer. Suppose you answer the question 
yourself without my help. 

Mr. Nowak. Well, I pointed out before, many times, that I decline 
to answer questions concerning any organizations that the Attorney 
General has placed on his list. 

Mr. Woop. He isn’t asking but about one. 

Mr. Crockerr. I think the committee has a publication called a 
list of organizations that have been labeled as subversive. Do you 
have that available? If so, I can examine it and advise my client. 

Mr. Woop. We don’t have it. 

Mr. Tavenner. We don’t have it, but I will advise you it has been 
listed. 

Mr. Wavrer. Will that affect the answer ? 

Mr. Crockerr. It may, as far as my witness is concerned. 

Mr. Watrter. I thought so. 

Mr. Woop. Will it help the truthfulness of the answer / 

Mr. Crocxerr. Definitely. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer any questions 

Mr. Watrer. You have said that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you decline to answer the question I asked? 

Mr. Nowak. Let me finish. 

Mr. Woop. The question is about this organization. Do vou decline 
to answer ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes; I decline to answer any questions concerning 

Mr. Woop. We aren’t talking about any question. Talk about 
this one. 
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Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question concerning the Amer- 
ican Slav Congress, because it is listed by the Attorney General as 
subversive, and, therefore, I rely upon my constitutional rights to 
decline to answer such a question, as provided in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask that the citation of the American Slav 
Congress be written into the record, and also the citation on the Amer- 
ican Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born. 

Mr. Woop. Very well, let it be admitted. 


AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN 


1. Cited as subversive and Communist. (Attorney General Tom Clark, letters 
to Loyalty Review Board, released June 1, 1948, and September 21, 1948.) 

2. “One of the oldest auxiliaries of the Communist Party in the United States.” 
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29, 1944, p. 155; 
also cited in Report, June 25, 1942, p. 13.) 

3. “Among the Communist-front organizations for racial agitation” which also 
serve as “money-collecting media” and “as special political organizing centers 
for the racial minority they pretend to champion.” “Works closely with the 
International Labor Defense, legal arm of the Communist Party, in defense of 
foreign-born Communists and sympathizers.” (California Committee on Un- 
American Activities, Reports, 1947, p. 45; 1948, p. 113.) 


AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS 


1. Cited as subversive and Communist. (Attorney General Tom Clark, letters 
to Loyalty Review Board, released June 1, 1948, and September 21, 1848.) 

2. Cited as “a Moscow-inspired and directed federation of Communist-domi- 
nated organizations seeking by methods of propaganda and pressure to subvert 
the 10,000,000 people in this country of Slavie birth or descent. (Congressional 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report on the American Slav Congress 
and associated organizations, House Report No. 1951, April 26, 1950 (originally 
released June 26, 1949) p. 1.) 

5. A “permanent, completely Communist created and controlled organization.” 
(California Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1948, p. 35.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatice copy of an article that ap- 
peared in the Daily Worker of May 18, 1950. at page 2. According 
to this article, you, as national secretary of the American Slav Con- 
gress and chairman of its Michigan division, made a report to the na- 
tional committee of the American Slav Congress in May 1950. Ac- 
cording to this article, the National Committee of the American Slav 
Congress decided to convene a national peace conference and to par- 
ticipate in the Second World Congress for Peace to he held in Italy. 
Was the National Peace Congress ever held by the American Slav 
Congress ? 

Mr. Nowak. Counsel, I pointed out before, and, IT think, vou are 
wasting the time of the committee and the taxpayers’ money— 

Mr. Woop. You are taking up a lot more time in explaining the 
answer than if you would answer the question as he asked it. Why 
don’t you just decline, and let’s get along? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question, as provided under the 
fifth amendment. I decline because the organization—— 

Mr. J ACKSON, Mr. Nowak, do you belong To any organizations that 
are not sted on the Attorney General’s proscribed list 

Mr. CROCKETT. You have to have the list. You have about 300 or- 
ganizations on that list. 

Mr. Watrer. That would imply that the witness would have some 
doubt about some of the organizations he belongs to. 
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Mr. Jackson. Do you belong to any organizations, Mr. Nowak— 
and | ask this very sineerely—about which there is no question as to 
whether or not it has been proscribed ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Actually, I am unable to answer the question. I don’t 
have the list; I haven’t seen the list of the Attorney General, of the 
subversive organizations, for some time, and I know that list changes. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you belong to any service clubs, Rotary, Kiwa- 
nians, Optomist, Exchange? 

Mr. Crockxerr. ‘They are supposed to be without taint ? 

Mr. Jackson. It is my understanding that no one has brought them 
into question. 

Do vou belong to any of those? 

Mr. Nowak. No; I don't. 

Mr. Jackson. Elks. any Masonic Order? 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Have you been active in Community Chest affairs 
here in the community / 

Mr. Nowak. I make donations. 

Mr. Jackson. Have you served actively on the board, or as-—— 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Of the American Red Cross / 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Jackson. To what organizations do you belong, Mr. Nowak, 
which are not in any way connected with the Attorney General's list, or 
any organization which may have been proscribed by this committee / 

Mr. Nowak. Before I could truthfully and accurately answer the 
question, I would first have to examine the list of the Attorney General, 
then examine some of my own records, and see what organizations I 
have played a small part or bigger part, and then truthfully and ac- 
curately answer the question. 

Mr. Woop. You would want to compare your organization member- 
ship tothe Attorney General's list, is that correct / 

Mr. Nowak. I would like to check the Attorney General's list and 
see who is on it and who is not, then I can answer truthfully. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, since counsel asked for a copy of 
the Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications, published by 
this committee, we have obtained a copy, and I will hand it to him for 
his use. 

Mr. Crockerr. Thank you very much, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavennenr. Is the Slavic American a quarterly publication of 
the American Slav Congress / 

Mr. Nowak. | decline to answer the question for the reason that I 
mentioned before, because the organization is on the subversive list, 
and, therefore, I decline to answer on constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of a page from the 
fall 1948 issue of the Slavic American. Will you examine it, please; 
and state whether or not your name appears thereon as a member of 
the editorial board ¢ 

(Paper was extended to the witness. ) 

Mr. Nowak. What is the question ¢ 

Mr. TAVENNER. The question is, whether or not the photostatie 
copy of the page which I handed you shows your name as a member of 
the editorial board of the Slavic American ? 
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Mr. Nowak. I see before me the name of Stanley Nowak. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that you? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer on constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the photostatic copy of the page in evidence, 
and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 4.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be entered. 

(The above-referred-to- document was marked “Nowak Exhibit 
No. 4." and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of a page from the 
fall 1947 issue of the Slavic American. On page 52 appears an article 
on the Michigan chapter of the American Slav Congress. According 
to this article you spoke at tlie sixth annual conference of the Michigan 
chapter which was held in Detroit on Mareh 50, 1947. Will you ex 
amine it, please ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I see the copy before me. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are reported as saying that the chief peace 
problem facing the American people is the development of political 
activities to keep America democratic and to help eradicate Fascist 
ideology. If you were correctly reported there, why did you not 
advocate eradication of Communist as well as Fascist ideology / 

Mr. Nowak. If this committee desires my opinion on the matter, I 
will be very happy to present it. I cannot, for the position that I 
have taken, make any specific reference to any meeting organized by 
the organization that is on the subversive list. If you want my opin- 
ion on the matter you raised, I will be very happy to present it. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Nowak. May I have that question read, Miss Stenographer ? 

Mr. Woop (addressing court reporter). Read the question. 

(The question was read by the court reporter. ) 

Mr. Nowak. Because of a legal problem, I will be glad to express 
my opinion on the question you raised, but I cannot refer to a specific 
meeting you are talking about, for the reason I have given before. 

Mr. Woop. Very well. 

Mr. Nowak. If you want my opinion, I will be very happy to tell 
you my opinion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well, let’s get away from that meeting, and let 
me ask you this question: Is it your position that in order to help keep 
America democratic, that we should eradicate Fascist ideology ? 

Mr. Nowak. Correct. It is my position that you cannot combine 
fascism and democracy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it your position that it is perfectly proper to have 
Communist ideology, that we can preserve our American democracy, 
preserve America and keep American democracy and entertain a com- 
munistic philosophy of government at the same time? 

Mr. Nowak. My answer, counsel, is, that I am interested in preserv- 
ing democracy, and, when we have democracy functioning, when the 
people have a way of expressing themselves, when the people have a 
way of taking care of their problems, there will be no need and no 
danger for either fascism or communism. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you answer my question? You are not 
answering my question. 

Mr. Nowak. I am expressing my opinion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; but, on another matter. Will vou confine 
yourself to my question ¢ 
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Mr. Nowak. I am interested in preserving democracy. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t ask that question. We all are. I am ask- 
ing you whether it is consistent with your view that you can entertain 
the philosophy of communism at the same time? 

Mr. Nowak. According to my understanding of democracy, every 
person has a right to have his opinion; has a right to advocate what- 
ever reform he is proposing, whether that reform you will call social- 

istic or whether it is a reform you will call communistic, is a matter of 
opinion, but, what I am interested in, as a matter of principle, that 
the people have a right to speak, that the people have a right to voice 
their opinions, that the constitutional right of freedom of speech and 
press is preserved, and, when we have that preserved, there is nothing 
to worry about. 

Mr. Water. In the exercise of those rights, you contend that is a 
right to become a part of the conspiracy dictated by Moscow to over- 
throw this form of Republic? 

Mr. Nowak. I said nothing of the kind. 

Mr. Waurer. I am merely asking the question. 

Mr. Nowak. I, as I said, I said nothing of the kind. I don’t at all 
support any movement that advocates any violent methods, but, my 
point is, the people have a right to speak, and, may I call your atten- 
tion, speaking of violence and such, speaking of subversion, here in 
the Detroit News I read a report from the police commissioner of the 
State Police of Michigan, in which he says publicly, “No evidence was 
submitted of any violence or any advocation of violence,” informa- 
tion he pointed ont even before this committee, your informer, and 
the result of the Michigan State Police submits no evidence of violence, 
no evidence of fraud. Thisisa matter of record. Here is the report of 
the Police Commission of the State of Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer? 

Mr. Nowak. | would like to put this in the record for your informa- 
tion, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Watter. Now, will you answer my question ? 

Mr. Nowak. May I? 

Mr. Water. You made at least two speeches since I have asked the 
question. Will you answer it, please? 

Mr. Nowak. You all are in politics, and it is a sort of habit of 
politicians 

Mr. Warrer. I hope we are not in the same political bed. 

Mr. Woop. Let’s eliminate as many arguments as we can. Let’s 
eliminate as many speeches as we can. 

Mr. Nowak. Fine. 

Mr. Woop. And confine our answers to the question. 

Mr. Nowak. May I hear the question ¢ 4 

Mr. Warter. Will you [addressing court reporter] read the ques- 
tion to him? 

(The question was read by the court reporter. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. By “at the same time” I meant, at the same time you 
are attempting to keep the United States democratic. 

Mr. Nowak. 1 believe I have answered the question, but I can fur- 
ther elaborate, if you desire. First of all, the understanding of com- 
munism: People have all kinds of conceptions of what communism is. 
My answer again is, I am interested in the democratic right of every 
person to express 
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Mr. TaveNNER. Yes; you have said that before, but that is not an 
answer. 

Mr. Nowak. That is my answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the only answer you can give to the ques- 
tion ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. That is my answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is as far as you are willing to answer that 
question ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. That is my answer. 

Mr. Water. Since Korea, there shouldn't be any doubt in any 
body’s mind as to what communism ts, and its alms and purposes. 

Mr. Nowak. Why?! 

Mr. Warrer. If you don't know, I am not going to tell you. 

Mr. Nowak. If the people in Korea don't like our form of govern- 
ment, capitalistic democracy, as we refer to it, they have the privilege 
and right to have whatever form of government they want to. It is 
not our right to enforce upon the people of Korea our form of govern- 
ment, just as it isn’t their right to enforce their form of government 
upon us; just as we would resent someone forcing another form of 
government upon us. The people of Korea have a right. 

Mr. Jackson. Is it your contention that the people who are under 
the heels of the Communists have embraced the philosophy willingly 
and out of desire to be ruled by Moscow / 

Mr. Nowak. I leave it to their judgment; that the people are able 
to take care of themselves. 

Mr. Jackson. You should talk to prisoners in a penitentiary. It 
might be illuminating. 

Mr. Woop. Put a question, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Senator Nowak, was the Civil Rights Congress, to 
your knowledge, formed in April 1947, April 27, 1947, by merging the 
International Labor Defense and the National Federation for Con- 
stitutional Liberties ¢ 

Mr. Crocxerr. I think the Civil Rights Congress is in this book, 
isn’t it? 

Mr. Woop. The question is directed to the witness. 

Mr. Crocxerr. But I have the right to advise him. 

Mr. Woop. You have the book before vou. 

Mr. Crocxerr. That is why I am advising him, it is in the book. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer that question on the constitutional 
grounds, on the fifth amendment, for the reason that I have stated a 
number of times. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the resolution committee of 
that congress ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason 
that I mentioned before, on the same grounds as provided in the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence a photo- 
static copy of membership of the resolution committee of the Congress 
on Civil Rights, April 27, 1946, on which the name of Stanley Nowak 
appears as American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. 

Mr. Woop. Let it be admitted. 

Mr. Tavenner. And ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 5.” 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 5” and 
received in evidence. ) 
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Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of a letterhead of the 
Civil Rights Congress, dated October 19, 1948. Will you examine it, 
please, and state whether or not your name appears thereon as one of 
the national vice chairmen ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavennenr. I offer the photostatic copy of the letterhead in evi- 
dence and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 6.” 

Mr. Woop. Let it be admitted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 6” and 
received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I now show you a letterhead of the Civil Rights 
Congress, dated March 31, 1949, and ask you whose name appears 
thereon as the national executive secretary ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer this question for the same reason 
and on the same constitutional grounds as provided in the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look at the photostatic copy, please, and 
state the name—state what is shown icke to be the name of the 
national executive secretary ? 

Mr. Nowak. You want me to read the whole statement ? 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. No: just read the name of the national executive 
secretary. That would be all necessary. 

Mr. Nowak. I see the name of Stanley Nowak. 

Mr. Tavenner. As national executive secretary ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. No, no. It only says national vice chairman and has 
a list of names. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. My question is, Who is shown there to be the 
national executive secretary ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Taverner. Then I shall read it to you. 

Mr. Nowak. My attorney advises me that I see the name of Wil- 
liam L. Patterson on the stationery. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is this the same William L. Patterson who was an 
official of the International Labor Defense for vears? 

Mr. Crockerr. Is the International Labor Defense listed ? 

Mr. Watrer. It is listed. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason 
given before, on the same constitutional grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Is he the same William L. Patterson who was for- 
merly the director of the Abraham Lincoln School, Mr. Nowak ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavennen. Is this the same person who was formerly a fune- 
tionary of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason, 
and on the same constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the photostatic copy in evidence, 
and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 7.” 

Mr. Woop. Let it be admitted. 

(The document above referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 
7.” and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not the Civil Rights Con- 
gress defended Gerhart Eisler? 
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Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason, 
and on the same constitutional grounds, as stipulated in the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know any of the facts with regard to the 
furnishing of a bail bond for Eisler by the Civil Rights Congress / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason, 
and on the same constitutional grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you participate in a Michigan State conference 
of the Civil Rights Congress held at 2705 Joy Road, Detroit, on April 
land 2, 1949? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer for the same reason and on the 
same grounds, 

Mr. ‘Tavenerer. I desire to offer in evidence a Call to Michigan 
State Conference of the Civil Rights Congress, in the form of a 
pamphlet, bearing date of April 1 and 2, 149, and ask that it be 
marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 8.” 

Mr. Woop. Let it be received. 

(The document above referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 
8.” and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘The committee is informed there was a meeting of 
the Civil Rights Congress in Detroit on November 17, 1947, at which 
Jack Raskin, executive secretary of the Civil Rights Congress, and 
Helen Allison, organizational secretary of the Communist Party of 
Michigan, were present. Do you have any knowledge of the presence 
of either or both of those individuals at that meeting / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason 
and on the same constitutional grounds I mentioned before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact that the meeting of the Civil Rights 
Congress was held in Detroit on November 17. 1947. for the purpose 
of raising a bail fund of 50 to 75 thousand dollars in the State of 
Michigan ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. | presume it isn’t a crime to raise a bail? 

Mr. Tavenner. Not at all, sir. 

Mr. Nowak. But—— 

Mr. Tavenner. But still, you may answer. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasoi 
and on the same constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you this: Have you ever participated in 
a plan to raise bail for any member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason 
and same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you suggest at any meeting of the Civil Rights 
Congress that the treasury of the American Committee for the Pro- 
tection of the Foreign sorn might be used for this purpose ‘ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason 
and on the same erounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does the International Workers’ Order have any 
connection, oflicial or otherwise, with the Communist Party, to your 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the quest ion. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Does it in any manner advocate a Communist form 
of government in the United States? 
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Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason, 
on the same constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I want to read from a pamphlet published by the 
International Workers’ Order, entitled “Why Every Worker Should 
Join the International Workers’ Order.” On page 10 is found this 
language: 

The International Workers’ Order holds to the view that a system of society 
similar to the one in the Soviet Union should and can be established also in the 
United States and in all capitalist countries. 

Are you acquainted with that view of the International Workers’ 
Order ?¢ 

Mr. Nowak. May I know the date of that document ? 

Mr. Tavenner. July 1932. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason, 
on the same constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I want to read from another pamphlet issued by 
the International Workers’ Order, entitled “A New Worker’s Strong- 
hold.” Between pages 9 and 12 appear the following: 

The International Workers’ Order assumes the point of view of the class 
struggle. It realizes that present day society is divided into two classes. 
The two major classes of our times are the capitalists and the workers. The 
International Workers’ Order maintains that capitalism is bankrupt. The or- 
der realizes that in order to save itself in the present precarious situation, each 
capitalist state is attempting to exploit the workers ever more and to op- 
press them with great brutality. * * * 

The International Workers’ Order realizes that only under a system similar 
to the Soviet system there is no exploitation of the working class and only 
there can it advance to real freedom and happiness. The International Workers’ 
Order therefore appeals to the workers to join the struggle against capitalism 
and for a system where all power belongs to the working class 

I quote again: 

The International Workers’ Order realizes that the only purty that leads 
the working class in its struggle against capitalism is the Communist Party 
which unites the best and proven militant members of the working class and 
which is bound to become ever stronger until the moment will come when 
the workers under its leadership will overthrow the capitalist system and es- 
tablish Soviets 

It follows therefore that the International Workers’ Order is part of the 
battle front of the working class. We find that the Communist Party is the 
only party that fights for the workers’ interest. We therefore endorse the Com- 
munist Party. We appeal to all workers to vote for the Communist Party. We 
aid the party in its struggles. 

Now, were you the vice president of the International Workers’ Or- 
der for the State of Michigan, which advocates those views set forth 
in its publication ? 

Mr. Nowak. What year? 

Mr. Tavenner. 1930? 

Mr. Nowak. The answer is “No,” and I decline to answer the ques- 
tion on the same grounds I mentioned before. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you mean by stating “No”? 

Mr. Nowak. I meant that I decline to answer the question for the 
reason I have given before, on the same constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you agree with the statement that I have read, 
that the International Workers’ Order realizes that only under a 
system similar to the Soviet system there is no exploitation of the 
working class, and only there can it advance to real freedom and 
happiness ? 
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Mr. Nowak. It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. Tavenner. But, do you—by that, you mean, you advocate that? 

Mr. Nowak. This is a matter of opinion. People have different 
opinions. Eat 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that your opinion? 

Mr. Nowak. Are you, at this moment, investigating my opinion? 
Do you want to know what my opinion is¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. You have refused to tell us whether you are an 
official of that organization, and I think it is quite in keeping that we 
ask to what extent you have advocated the principles enuyciated by 
the organization, when you refuse to tell us about your own connection 
with it. 

Mr. Nowak. I stated before that I believe in democracy, and the 
democratic right for people to voice their opinions, and through the 
democratic processes as provided in our Constitution, to advocate what 
ever reforms or changes they propose. These are my beliefs, if you 
want my beliefs. I have no other beliefs. 

Mr. Woop. I believe, at this point we will take a recess for an hour 
and a quarter. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. May I ask one more question, and I think I will be 
at a convenient breaking place. 

I hand you a publication entitled “In Order,” issued by the national 
executive committee of the International Workers’ Order, under date 
of mid-August 1942, and I will ask you to examine it, particularly, 
at the right-hand column, the middle paragraph marked by a red 
check mark on the side, and ask you to state whether or not the 
International Workers’ Order, according to that article, gave you 
financial aid in your political campaign in 1942 / 

Mr. Nowak. May I hear that question stated again? 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe I can state it. Will you examine the article 
which L have just handed you, in the right-hand colimn, middle para- 
graph, checked by red pencil mark, and state whether or not you find 
there a statement that financial aid was given to you in your campaign 
for political office in 1942 by the International Workers’ Order? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I offer ‘the exhibit in evidence, and ask that it be 
marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 9.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be admitted. 

(The document above referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 
9.” and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Woop. We will take a recess until 2: 20. 

(Whereupon, at 1 p. m., the committee recessed to reconvene at 
2:20 o’clock of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Mr. Woop. Let the committee be in order. 
Are you ready to proceed ¢ 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 
Senator Nowak, we were talking about the International Workers’ 
Order before lunch. I hand you a photostatic copy of a report of the 
Workers Order held 


Sixth National Convention of the International 
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in New York City in July, 1941. Will you examine it, please? Were 
you a speaker at that convention ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the reasons stated 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 10.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be admitted in evidence. 

( The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 10° and 
received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tayenner. Referring again to the International Workers’ Or- 
der, is the Polonia Soc iet y u section or part of the International 
Workers’ Order ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same—on the 
same constitutional grounds that I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the publication Glos Ludowy, which I under- 
stand means People’s Voice to which you referred earlier in—you did 
not refer to it, excuse me. Is it the official organ of the Polonia 
Society ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for 
as stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at one time contribute a weekly column to 
this publication ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Henry Podolski formerly editor in chief of 
Glos Ludowy ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Henry Podolski was arrested August 13, 1949, by 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service. Did you, on August 
15, 1949, post $5,000 bond for Podolski 4 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as stated before. 

Mr. TAveNNeER. Do you know whether or not Podolski was deported ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same ais 
as stated before. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you recall that the Reverend Charles Hill was 
temporary chairman of the arrangements commiitee for what was 
known as the Second Conference of the National Negro Congress, held 
in Detroit on March 8 and 9, 1941 ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I am not an informer. It is a responsibility of your 
committee to investigate, or your investigators. 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘Ihat is true, but were you not a sponsor of the 
conference yourself? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as stated before. 

Mr. TAveENNER. I desire to offer in evidence a photostatic copy of a 
memorandum on arrangements committee and sponsors of the second 
conference of the National Negro Congress in Michigan, March 8 and 
9, 1941, and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 11.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 11” and 
received in evidence.) 


the same reasons 
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Mr. TavenNER. Senator Nowak, I show you a photostatic copy of 
an article that appeared in the April 6, 1941, issue of the Daily Worker 
at page 4. It is an account of the meeting of the American Peace 
Mobilization, and is referred to as the American People’s Meeting. 
According to this article, you were one of the speakers, and are re- 
ported, in the article, as saying: 

I come to this peace meeting from a battleground. The Ford workers oppose 
the war in Europe and support the real fight for democracy right here. 

Did you speak on that occasion, and were you correctly quoted? 

Mr. Nowak. What year did that oceur? 

Mr. Tavenner. 1941, April 6, 1941. 

Mr. Nowak. I do not recollect at this moment either the meeting or 
what I would say. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, would you look at the article and attempt to 
refresh your recollection as to what you said ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Certainly I have a right to speak, and I have a right to 
voice my opinion. It is the purpose of this question to question one’s 
right to speak and express his opinion / 

Mr. TaveNNER. I am asking you if you did express yourself in the 
way that I read to you from the article. That is the question. It is 
not a question involved as to the right. Iam asking you if you did. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I desire to have marked as “Nowak Exhibit No. 12” 
this photostatic copy of the article, and I offer it in evidence. 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 12” 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. The date of the article was April 6, 1941. That was 
during the period of the Stalin-Hitler pact ; was it not ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I believe that was during the period when the majority 
of the American people were against war, and the majority of the 
Republican Congressmen were against war, if 1 recollect properly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, please ? 

Mr. Nowak. It was the period, as I understand, of the so-called 
neutrality that existed at that moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, the neutrality between what countries? 

Mr. Nowak. The Soviet Union and Germany. It was also the 
period of our neutrality. We were not part of the war at that time 
either. We even refused to send ammunition to Spain on the grounds 
of neutrality. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Spanish War to which you referred was in 1937. 
I am talking about the period of the Stalin-Hitler pact in 1941. The 
date of that pact, I believe, was August 23, 1939, so that that meeting 
held on April 6, 1941, then was during the period of the Stalin-Hitler 
pact. 

Now, I would like to call your attention to another document. It 

a program of the American Slav Congress, held in Detroit on April 
25 and 26, 1942. One page of the program is given to the greetings 
to the delegates, and I quote from those greetings as follows: 


We wish each and every delegate and guest to the American Slav Congress 
success in this joint undertaking which will contribute to victory over the 
enemies of our country and of the freedom-loving peoples of the world. 
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I would like you to examine the document and see if it is not correct 
that your name appears as one of the signers. 

Mr. Nowak. Counsel, I would like immensely to express my senti- 
ments on the matter that you raise at that time, but because the organ- 
ization you are mentioning is on the subversive list of the Attorney 
General, I consider it inadvisable to answer the question, and I must 
decline to answer on the grounds that—on constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us see again if we can separate ourselves from 
the document which you raise objection to. 

Is it not true that in 1942, in April 1942, you did support the joint 
undertaking in the war effort? In other words, you supported the 
position of this country? 

Mr. Nowak. That is a matter of public record. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that is true; isn’t it? 

Mr. Nowak. Of course. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well now, when did you change your mind about 
that? Back in 1941, according to the speech I referred to as having 
been made by you on April 6, 1941, it seemed that you were opposed 
to the war in Europe. 

Mr. Nowak. I have not changed my mind. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you change your mind ? 

Mr. Nowak. I did not change my mind. I have always consistently 
opposed German imperialism yet in the First War and the Second War, 
but the situation, the war situation at certain moments was not clear 
who was what, and that is why the majority of the American people 
who later on supported the war just as I did—but at that attics 
moment, the majority of our people were not in favor of the war. 
Issues were not clear. 

Mr. TaveNNER. So the issues did become clear as time progressed ¢ 
Is that what you mean to say? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, at the beginning then, you had a different 
position from that which you finally wound up in taking ? 

Mr. Nowak. IT had the same position that the majority of the 
American people had. At first they were not ready to go into war, 
and then they decided that the issues were clear enough and they 
took sides. My position was no different from the majority of our 
country. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you change your mind about that ? 

Mr. Nowak. That is a matter—how can one tell the time, the day, 
or the hour when you change your mind? Things were developing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you support lend-lease to Great Britain? 

Mr. Nowak. If I recollect, the matter of lend-lease to Great Britain 
was determined by Congress, and I did not serve in Congress. In 
the legislature we have not-—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Certainly you could not have misunderstood me in 
that respect. Did you criticize and oppose lend-lease to England? 

Mr. Nowak. I do not recollect that I have voiced any opinion on 
that matter at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what was it that caused you to change your 
opinion ? 

Mr. Nowak. When it became quite clear that the people of France, 
the people of England, and the American people were going into this 
war to defeat nazism, that there was no choice in the matter, that 
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we could not stay apart, away from the war, it gradually grows as 
the thing developed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the attack by Germany upon Russia in June of 
1941 have anything to do with that decision on your part ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Probably no more than it had to do with the majority 
of Americans, the majority of our people who became quite clear that 
Germany is after dominating the world. 

Mr. Jackson. Were you opposed to nazism, Mr. Nowak? 

Mr. Nowak. Asa philosophy; yes. 

Mr. Jackson. You were? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you denounce the Nazi-Soviet Nonaggression 
Pact / 

Mr. Nowak. Well, a pact between two countries, countries that have 
such opposite point of view—— 

Mr. Jackson. Precisely. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you denounce it? Did you take the platform in 
opposing the alliance between two countries with such an opposite 
pot of view, or did you simply go along quietly with this weird 
marriage of the dictators / 

Mr. Nowak. Well, first of all, I had no voice in the matter. This 
was not an alliance that our country, my country, was part of. It 
was an alliance between two foreign countries. What voice do I have, 
or part in determining that alliance? 

Mr. Jackson. Well, of course, you have had a voice on a number 
of other things which are not nearly as world moving. 

Mr. Nowak. I had opinions; yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Not nearly as world moving as the Nazi-Soviet non- 
aggression pact. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. You have approved of certain things, disapproved 
of certain things, as witnessed by your alleged associations. Did you 
not, in this great matter in which two separate and very distinctive 
ways of life were in conflict? You say you opposed nazism ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, what was your position when nazism allied 
itself with the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Nowak. I regretted it. 

Mr. Jackson. You regretted it? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. I was hoping that an alliance that took place 
later between Great Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and America, 
I was hoping that that alliance would take place in 1938. It would save 
the world from this catastrophe. 

Mr. Jackson. How did you rationalize this strange alliance 
between the Soviet Union and the Nazi aggression ? 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t know whether I have ever rationalized. 

Mr. Jackson. You mean it was difficult for you to understand / 

Mr. Nowak. I didn’t even try to rationalize. I felt that it was sort 
of a necessary evil, 1 presumed, on the part of these people. If re- 
gretted that it happened. 

Mr. Jackson. Did vou express that regret in any meetings or any 
speeches that you made? 
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Mr. Nowak. That is difficult to tell now, what I have expressed. I 
presume I have. 

Mr. Jackson. But you were opposed to nazism ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I was, and I am. 

Mr. Jackson. Were you equally opposed to communism ? 

Mr. Nowak. My answer to the question is: I eternally believe in 
the American philosophy of democracy. 

Mr. Jackson. But, Mr. Nowak 

Mr. Nowak. Allow me, Congressman. 

Mr. Jackson. You were very quick to express your enmity for 
nazism. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes; I am very quick. Allow me and I will explain 
it. [believe that within that system, whether it is the Socialist or the 
Communist—have a right to advocate their point of view. 

Mr. Jackson. You believe Fascists have a right to advocate their 
point of view ? 

Mr. Nowak. I have not advocated that we prohibit Fascists from 
advocating their point of view. I disagree with their philosophy. 

Mr. Jackson. Communists in Los Angeles protested and tried to 
yet an injunction against the appearance of one Gerald L. K. Smith, 
with whom I thoroughly disagree. Do you think that Mr. Smith has 
a right to express his opinions or not ? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. You do? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. You would not be a party to trying to stifle Mr. Smith 
from speaking ? 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Jackson. You don’t think you would? 

Mr. Nowak. No; as long as he expresses his opinion and that’s all. 





I may sharply disagree with it and expose his opinion. 

Mr. Jackson. But you believe that freedom of speech is all-inclu- 
sive, and that anyone who has an opinion should be able to express 
it? Isthat the point you are making? 


Mr. Nowak. Positively. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did you take with regard to the 
Spanish civil war, if any? 

Mr. Nowak. If I recollect now what my thinking was at that time, 
at first it was rebellion against the legitimate constituted Government 
elected by the people, a violent rebellion, and I disapprove of violence ; 
that the Loyal Government, as they called the Loyalists, was elected 
in a democratic way to the best of my information, and in many ways 
it resembled our own Civil War when the South rebelled against 
Abraham Lincoln when he was alive, and for that reason my sym- 
pathies were on the side of legitimate Government elected through 
democratic processes, and against people who organized armies and 
through a rebellion, violence, and organized force tried to overthrow 
the will of the Spanish people. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you active in any way in the recruiting of 
persons for service in the civil war in Spain? 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer into evidence a 
program of the American Slav Congress held on April 25, 1942, and 
ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 13.” 
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Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 13. 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. 'TavENNER. I show you now a photostatic copy of page 5 of the 
Daily Worker of February 21, 1942. : On that page is an article about 

letter addressed to the House of Representatives by the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties urging the discontinuance of 
the special committee to investigate un-American activities, Now, I 
um in no way questioning your right to take that position or your 
advocacy of that position. But you name appears as one of the sign- 
ers. I would like for vou to tell the committee the circumstances, if 
you will, under which that letter was prepared, and how your signa- 
ture to it was obtained, if it was. 

Mr. Crockerr. Mr. Chairman, may the record show that the Na- 
tional Federation for Constitutional Liberties has been labeled subver- 
sive by this committee. 

Mr. Woop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Crockerr. And by the Attorney General. 

Mr. Woon. It will so show. 

Mr. Jackson. May the entire citation, Mr. Chairman, and the 
reasons therefor be included in the record at this point ¢ 


*s 


{Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications, May 14, 1951, pp. 83 and 84] 
NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES 


1. Cited as subversive and Communist. (Attorney General Tom Clark, letters 
to Loyalty Review Board, released December 4, 1947, and September 21, 1948.) 

2. “Part of what Lenin called the solar system of organizations, ostensibly 
having no connection with the Communist Party, by which Communists attempt 
to create sympathizers and supporters of their program. * * * [It] was 
established as a result of a conference on constitutionat liberties held in Wash- 
ington, D. C., June 7-9, 1940. * * * The defense of Communist leaders such 
as Sam Darcy and Robert Wood, party secretaries for Pennsylvania and Okla- 
homa, have been major efforts of the federation.” (Attorney General Irancis 
Biddle, Congressional Record, September 24, 1942, p. 7687.) 

3. “There can be no reasonable doubt about the fact that the National Federa- 
tion for Constitutional Liberties—regardless of its high-sounding name—is one 
of the viciously subversive organizations of the Communist Party.” (Special Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29, 1944, p. 50; also cited in 
Reports, June 25, 1942, p. 20; and January 2, 1943, pp. 9 and 12.) 

4. Among a “maze of organizations” which were “spawned for the alleged 
purpose of defending civil liberties in general but actually intended to protect 
Communist subversion from any penalties under the law.” (Congressional Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, Report No. 1115, September 2, 1947, p. 3.) 

5. “One of the most important Communist-front organizations in the United 
States. While following the Communist Party line meticulously the organiza- 
tion has been helpful to Communists who wish to evade and defy Government 
agencies investigating subversive activities.” It “recently” combined with In- 
ternational Labor Defense and the Metropolitan Interfaith and Interracial Co- 
ordinating Council of New York to form the Civil Rights Congress. (California 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1948, pp. 201 and 827.) 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question, standing on my con- 
stitutional grounds as provided in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer photostatic copy of page 5 of the 
Daily Worker into evidence, and ask that it be marked “Nowak Ex- 
hibit No. 14.” 

Mr. Woop. Tt may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 14” 
and ceceived in evidence. ) 
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Mr. Tavenner. On July 11, 1942, the National Federation for Con- 
stitutional Liberties addressed a letter to the President of the United 
States, urging that the Attorney General’s opinion in the deportation 
case of Harry Bridges be set aside. Now, in addition to that part of 
the letter which urges that the opinion be set aside, there is found 
this language : 

It is equally essential that the Attorney General's ill-advised, arbitrary, and 
unwarranted findings relative to the Communist Party be rescinded. 

Will you examine the document and state whether or not you were a 
signer of that letter, and, if so, why you were opposed to the Attorney 
General's finding with reference to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitutional 
grounds as mentioned before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the letter in evidence, photostatic 
copy of letter, I should say, and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit 
No. 15.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 15” 
and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of a leaflet issued 
by the Citizens Committee To Free Earl Browder. This leaflet re- 
flects the names of a number of persons who appealed to President 
Roosevelt for the release of Browder. Your name appears on the list. 
Will you examine this, please, and state whether or not you authorized 
the use of your name in connection with that letter, and who solicited 
your support for the release of Browder, if you did so support it ? 

Mr. Crockett. I should like to state for the record, Mr. Chairman, 
that the Citizens Committee To Free Earl Browder is also included 
among the organizations labeled as subversive by the Attorney Gen- 
eral and by this House committee. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the photostatic copy of the leaflet in evi- 
dence, and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 16.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 16 
and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of a folder issued 
by the American Council on Soviet Relations, dated in June or July 
1942. It is an open letter to the President of the United States advo- 
cating an immediate declaration of war on Finland. Your name 
appears as one of the signers. 

Now, you have stated you have made various speeches in behalf of 
peace. You have been very vocal on that subject. Now, I would like 
to ask you whether or not you advocated a declaration of war by the 
United States on Finland as indicated in that document ? 

Mr. Nowak. Finland was on the side of Germany and against us. 
Finland was in correlation with the Nazi Germany; isn’t that so? 

Mr. Woop. Just answer the question that is asked you, please. You 
were asked if you advocated a declaration of war by the American 
Government against Finland. Did you? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitutional 
grounds—— 
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Mr. Crockett. May the record show, Mr. Chairman, that the Amer- 
ican Council on Soviet Relations has also been listed as subversive by 
this committee, the Attorney General, and the California Committee 
on Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Woop. But it doesn’t show that Finland was subversive. 

Mr. Crockerr. The question had to do with the publication of 
t hie—— 

Mr. Woop. No; the question asked whether he advocated a declara- 
tion of war by the American Government against Finland. 

Mr. Nowak. The question, as I understand it, was in relation to a 
document put out—— 

Mr. Woop. And he declined to answer it. 

Mr. Nowak. By the Soviet American—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if there is anything in your mind, any ques- 
tion, about your understanding of what I asked, I will make it plain: 

Did you advocate a declaration of war by the United States on 
Finland ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitu- 
tional grounds I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 17.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 17” and 
received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of page 10 of the 
New York Times of December 22, 1943. It is a declaration by the 
Reichstag Fire Trial Anniversary Committee honoring the name of 
George Dimitrov. Your name appears as one of the signers of the 
declaration. Will you tell this committee whether or not you author- 
ized your name to be signed to it, and if so, who solicited your support 
of this declaration / 

Mr. Nowak. May I inquire whether this organization is listed on 
the Attorney General’s list 

Mr. Tavenner. If you have the book before you, you had better go 
by the book rather than what I say. 

Mr. Nowak. On the advice of my attorney, I decline to answer, 
relying on the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 18.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be admitted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 18 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of page 12 of the 
New York Times of October 9, 1949. On that page appears an open 
letter to Gov. Thomas E. Dewey by the Schappes Defense Committee, 
appealing for a pardon for Morris U. Schappes. Your name appears 
as one of the signers. Will you tell the committeee, if you signed it, 
who solicited your support for this plea for pardon ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer this question for the same reasons 
as stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
t be marked “Novak Exhibit No. 19.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 
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(The document referred to was marked “Novak Exhibit No. 19” 
and ty, pain in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you photostatic copy of page 19 of the Sun- 
day Worker of April 27, 194¢. It is_a list of names of those who 
sent May Day greetings to the Daily Worker. The name of Stanley 
Nowak appears in the list. Did you send May Day greetings to the 
Daily onda in 1947% 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 20.” 

Mr. Woop. It m: iy be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 20” 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy, page 8 of the Daily 
Worker of July 15, 1947. On that page is an article regarding op- 
position to the Callahan Act, an anti-Communist act of the Mic shigan 
Legislature. This article mentions the Committee to Repeal the Cal- 
lahan Act, and you are listed as a member of that committee. Were 
you affiliated with the Committee to Repeal the Callahan Act ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I opposed the Callahan Act on the floor of the Michi- 
gan Senate. I opposed it in public meetings. That is a matter of 
record. I want to say that the attorney general of the State of 
Michigan later ruled that the act was unconstitutional. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Were you a member of the committee to which 
I referred ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. I have stated my 
position on the Callahan Act, and whether I was a member or not, 
it is not important, and on my constitutional grounds, I decline to 
answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well now, it may be important. You may be wrong 
about that. I would like to know to what extent the Communist Party 
was represented on that committee, if at all, the Committee to Repeal 
the Callahan Act. Will you advise the committee about that, regard- 
less of how you may feel as to its importance or unimportance 

Mr. Nowak. I mentioned before: I am not a professional informer. 
1 will not serve in that capacity for this committee or any committee, 
and I rely upon my constitutional grounds and I decline to answer 
the question, as provided in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document and ask that it be 
marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 21.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 21 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of page 6 of the Daily 
Worker of February 20, 1948. It contains an article by William Allan, 
date line Detroit, February 19, regarding the arrest of Ferdinand 
Smith. You are listed there as one of those condemning the arrest of 
Ferdinand Smith. Did you condemn the arrest of Ferdinand Smith, 
and, if so, who solicited your participation in that activity ? 

Mr. Nowak. I have a right to have an opinion on that matter, and 
le xpressed that opinion. 

Mr. Tavenner. No one challenges that. We want to know the ex- 
tent, if any, which the Communist Party influenced you in that action, 
or participated in it ¢ 


s 
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Mr. Nowak. May I make this point, Mr. Counsel and members of 
the committee—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Just answer the question. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, I am answering the question. I am answering in 
my own way: that [ do my own thinking, believe it or not! I do my 
own thinking, and I don’t like this inference somebody influenced 
me, somebody maneuvered to get me to do it! Nobody maneuvered 
me. 

Mr. Woop. By that, do you mean you were not influenced in that 
act by the Communist Party or any member of it at all? Is that what 
you mean or are trying to say ? 

Mr. Nowak. Ferdinand Smith, I am informed and I recollect now 
was on a hunger strike for 40 days for the right to have a bail, to 
go out on bail. There were thousands of people, particularly in or- 
ganized labor movement had all the sympathies for him, and I had my 
sympathies because I believe that everybody has a right to a bail with 
the exception, of course, of a murderer. 

Mr. Woop. You know that that isn’t responsive to the question that 
I asked you. Why don’t you answer the question? Were you in- 
fluenced in your action in that regard in any particular by the Com- 
munist Party or any member of it? 

Mr. Nowak. DoT have to be influenced by someone / 

Mr. Woop. I am asking you if you were. I am asking you if you 
were so influenced. 

Mr. Nowak. I believe I stated that neither the Communist Party 
nor anyone else has any particular way of impressing me or influencing 
me. I use my own opinion. When facts are presented to me and the 
facts looks reasonable, I accept them and I do my own reasoning. 

Mr. Woop. Then do you say that the Communist Party or no member 
of the Communist Party exercised or sought to exercise any influence 
over you in that regard ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t permit anybody to exercise influence. 

Mr. Woop. That isn’t what I asked you at all. The question is 
whether they did, and I would like to have an answer, a direct answer. 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t remember at this moment whether somebody 

came and spoke to me about it. Maybe they did. I don’t recollect it. 
But the fact that somebody would speak to me, it doesn’t mean that 
I will accept that point of view. There are many people who speak 3 
me and who come to me with all kinds of ideas, particularly when 
serve in the legislature. 

Mr. Jackson. You make your own decisions, Mr. Nowak, as far as 
your opinions are concerned 

Mr. Nowak. That’s right. 

Mr. Jackson. W ithout influence from any other source ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, that is a question that I doubt whether anybody 
can say absolutely that you make your own opinion without being 
influenced by the people ; you are surrounded by. 

Mr. Jackson. That is precisely the point I am making. Perhaps 
to clarify the matter: In what regard do you disagree with the Soviet 
directives or Soviet foreign policy? 

Mr. Nowak. What are the Soviet directives? What is the Soviet 
policy? Let's be specific. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, we could be. 
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Mr. Nowak. I have never seen, to my knowledge, any Soviet direc- 
tives. How can I express any opinion / 

Mr. Watrer. Just read the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Jackson. You get any number of them in the Daily Worker, 
coming right from the seat of the empire, so to speak. No one could 
possibly have been connected with as many subversive organizations 
as you have not to know that fact, Mr. Nowak. 

Mr. Nowak. I have never seen any directives, and it will make no 
difference to me because I have my own opinion, and I try to use my 
own intelligence to make my own conclusions regardless who it 
might be. 

Mr. Watrer. It didn’t take much influencing to have you follow 
the Communist Party line throughout the years, did it ? 

Mr. Nowax. Would you, Congressman, tell me more specifically 
what policy, what Communist Party policy are you referring to / 

Mr. Jackson. Could we submit again the documents that the 
ventleman refused to look at? All of the policies, all of the directives 
of the Communist Party for the last 25 years are contained largely 
in these documents. It has been told time and time again before this 
committee by cooperative witnesses that these organizations were, in 
large part, directed by members of the Communist Party and that 
they were in control of the executive boards of these organizations. 
These are international directives implemented at the local level. 

Mr. Crockerr. Congressman, may I suggest that we read some of 
those into the record and then we will know what we are talking about. 

Mr. Jackson. I think that every word of these citations should be 
read into the record. 

Mr. Crocxerr. You have one document there on Negro Foreign 
Born Unity, I think. Why don’t we read them into the record? I 
wouldn't regard that as being Communist, and Iam sure you wouldn’t, 

Mr. Jackson. Perhaps you wouldn't, but neither would you con- 
sider the names of a great many people who have appeared before 
this committee and who have been identified time and time again as 
members of the Communist Party to be dangerous to this Nation. 
These men and women have directed the course of these organizations. 
I think any American will draw his own conclusions as to whether 
or not these organizations were directed and controlled by the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Crockerr. Have you any evidence at these hearings ys re- 
spect to any of the persons named on there? No. None of them 
have been identified. But merely because the committee counsel 
offered them, this committee accepts it in evidence. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I am not going to argue with counsel. 
But I should say that out of this one list of seve eral hundred names, we 
have had scores of them identified as members of the Communist 
Party. Now, to say that these organizations were not influenced by 
Communist directives and by Communist membership is certainly to 
underestimate the native intelligence of the American people. 

Mr. Crocxerr. I think, however, that high lights the danger im- 
plicit in any witness admitting any knowledge of those documents. 

Mr. Woop. Counsel’s province, as I have previously indicated, is to 
advise his client. 

Mr. Crockerr. But the Congressman addressed something to me, 
and I thought he wanted my views on it, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. The Congressman didn’t address anything to you until 
you addressed him. 
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Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, may I just make a brief comment in 
answer to Congressman Crawford, L believe the name is—— 

Mr. Jackson. No; the name is Jackson, of California. 

Mr. Nowak. A good State, California. 

As a matter of principle, I speak to people with all points of view 
because I always want to know the facts. In my legislative work, I 
spend mary many hours, many years for that matter, working day in 
and day out with the Republicans—— 

Mr. Woop. Spare us a lecture on the subject. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, but why, since emphasis was made that I have 
been associated with certain names that this committee—— 

Mr. Woop. Well, you refused to deny it when you had an oppor- 
tunity to do it. 

Mr. NOWAK. I aim not denying anything. These were general coMm- 
ments made by the Congressman. 

Mr. Woon. I say you have declined to deny it or to admit it on 
grounds of the fifth arhendment, haven't you? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, sir. But why isn’t the Congressman asking me 
for the ass&ciation with my Republican colleagues with whom I have 
worked / 

Mr. Woop. You can’t truthfully invoke the fifth amendment, mean- 
ing a refusal to answer the question under oath, and then say to answer 
the question wouldn't do what you just said it would do. 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t know what you are talking about. 

Mr. JACKSON. Mr. Nowak, vou associate with all kinds of people 
from all walks of life. So do I. 

Mr. Nowak. That’s right. 

Mr. JACKSON. My interest is to make Republican s out of them. I 
am concerned with what your interest is. 

(A burst of applause from the audience.) 

Mr. Nowak. I will answer that. Mr. Congressman. My interest is 
Lo make ood Ame} icans, and hot Republicans necessarily. 

Mr. Jackson. T am delighted to hear that. The record doesn’t 
reflect it. 

Mr. Woop. IT am Orry this outburst occurred, | hope there are 
people in the audience who were here last week when it occurred be- 
fore, at which time T cautioned you very positively that this commit 


tee will not tolerate it. Tf it happens agall > T am rong to « lear the 
hearing roomn immediately. 

Mr. J A\CIKSON, Mr. Chairman, I apologize for my part in it. 

Mr. Porrer. Mr. Nowak, now that politics has been brought into 


your discussion and vou have been a candidate for office many times 
and have served in the State legislature. could you inform the com 
mittee on What party vou served, and what party ticket vou ran on fon 
election ? 

Mr. Nowak. I think that is a public record. Anybody 

Mr. Porrer. Well, I am not as familiar with the politics in Detroit 
as probably you are. 

Mr. Nowak. I believe that it is publie record. Everybody knows 
that I was elected and served on the Democratic ticket : that I was, for 
two terms, chairman of the Democratic delegation in the senate, the 
entire Democratic delegat ion in the senate. I was elected for » succes 
sive terms on the Democratic ticket, and you, Mr. Potter. know it. You 
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are a Republican and I am a Democrat. We have certain things in 
common. 

Mr. Porrer. Have you ever run for office on any other ticket ? 

Mr. Nowak. A nonpartisan election ticket. That’s the only other 
ticket that I ever ran for office on. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Nowak, when you so ran and you were so elected, 
were you a member of the Communist Party ? a“ 

Mr. Nowak. I refuse to answer the question on my constitutional 
grounds for the reasons that we have stated here at least 20 times be- 
fore. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document which I presented to 
the witness into evidence and ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit 
No. 22.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be admitted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No, 22” 
and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of the news letter is- 
sued by the National Committee to Defeat the Mundt Bill. You are 
listed as one of the sponsors of this organization. Will you tell the 
committee the circumstances under which you assisted, or your signa- 
ture was obtained ? 

Mr. Nowak. I believe that anybody has a right to oppose legisla- 
tion, that this is our democratic right. 

Mr. Tavenner. U saationily” I have made that plain from the 
beginning. We draw no inference from the fact that a person ex- 
presses his opinion regarding legislation. But what I am interested 
in is the manner in which your assistance in that matter was obtained, 
if it was. 

Mr. Nowak. If it is correct to oppose legislation or to voice an 
opinion, what does it matter how someone’s support was gotten for it / 
I have stated before—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Who solicited your support ? 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t recollect. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who organized the effort made to oppose that legis 
lation in this area, in the city of Detroit ? 

Mr. Nowak. I do not remember. 

Mr. Tavennrr. I desire to offer the document into evidence and ask 
it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 23.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 23” and 
received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of page 3 and also of 
page 6 of the Sunday Worker of October 30, 1949. On page 3 is an 
article regarding the verdict rendered pot 11 Communist Party 
leaders in New York City, followed by a list of persons protesting the 
verdict. Your name appears on the list of those protesting the verdict. 
Will you tell the committee how your support of that action was 
obtained, if you did protest the verdict? 

Mr. Nowak. First, there was an oflicial decision from the United 
States Supreme Court on the matter. There was a majority and 
minority opinion, and T do have the same opinion that was expressed 
by the minority of the Supreme Court, by Justice Jackson and Justice 
Black. That is for the matter of information. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now will you answer my question / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitutional 
grounds as provided in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of page 5 of the Daily 
Worker of August 10,1950. There is an article to be found there in 
reference to an open letter to President Truman, released by the Ameri- 
can Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born, expressing con- 
cern about an announcement that the Department of Justice will 
seek the denaturalization of more than 1.000 American citizens. Your 
name appears as one of those signing that letter. 

Mr. Nowak. Certainly [am concerned about any legislation or any 
move that aims to take away citizenship, and I have definite opinions 
on it, and therefore I expressed those opinions, and | don’t consider 
that to be any violation of any law or our Constitution. I consider 
that my prerogative. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you opposed to the denaturalization of citizens 
under any and all circumstances ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I didn’t say that. 

Mr. Tavenner. No; but I am asking vou. 

Mr. Nowak. I would disagree with the mass movement of revoking 
citizenship in general. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you think that citizenship should be revoked 
for fraud in obtaining citizenship ? 

Mr. Nowak. That is a very ticklish legal question. Tam not an 
attorney. I will leave it to the lawyers to determine that question. 

Mr. TavenneEr. What is your opinion / 

Mr. Nowak. A question like this is determined according to laws. 
If the individual violated laws, the judges, the courts will decide that. 

Mr. Tavenner. If the naturalization was obtained through fraud, 
would you oppose depo. tation / I don’t mean deportat ion. I mean de 
naturalization. 

Mr. Nowak. It isa suppos ition. I cannot answer, give a specific 
answer to a hypothetic ‘al case. Certainly an attorney shouldn't ask 
me to give a specific answer to a i hypot hetical case. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us make it more specific. 

Mr. Nowak. I may say that I am opposed to any fraud, if that is 
what you are anxious to know, 

Mr. Tavenner. If a fraudulent representation were made to obtain 
citizenship, you believe it should be denaturalized / 

Mr. Nowak. I stated that. My attorney informs me that is exactly 
what the law says. , 

Mr. TAvENNER. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask it 
be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 24.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 24” and 
received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of page 2 of the Daily 
Worker of May 3, 1951. In the lower left-hand corner is an article 
about the May Day rally in Cleveland. According to this article you 
made a speech, and you are reported as demanding a cease-fire in Ko 
rea. Were you correctly reported ! ( 

Mr. Nowak. I can voice my opinion on the matter. 


97097—52—pt. 2——4 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you correctly reported ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I would have to study this thing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, there it is before you. Look at it, please. 

Mr. Nowak. Well, may I ask this: Does the committee want my 
opinion on the matter, or you just want to know whether I was cor- 
rectly reported in the press / 

Mr. Tavenner. I want to know what you said about it. Will you 
answer the question, please? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to asnwer the question for the reasons stated 
before, basing it on my constitutional rights as provided in the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of the Emergency Con- 
ference for Constitutional Rights, in Detroit in June 1951, when a 
resolution was adopted to ask President Truman and Chief Justice 
Vinson to grant a rehearing to the 11 convicted Communist Party 
leaders ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer for the reasons stated before. 

Mr. Tavennenr. I desire to present to you a document which is a 
photostatic copy of page 5 of the Daily ‘Worker for June 20, 1951, 
making reference to and setting forth the resolution mentioned, and 
I ask that it be introduced in evidence and marked “Exhibit No. 25.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 25” 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Carl Winter one of the speakers at that 
meeting ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer for the reasons stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Nowak, have vou been out of the United States 
since your naturalization ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer that quest ion for the reasons stated 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn’t you apply for a passport to go to Poland, 
and in the passport state that it was at the request of the Polish 
Government / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the reasons stated 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. IT hand you a photostatic copy of a passport appli- 
cation, bearing date the 19th dav of October 1945, and ask you to 
examine page 2 and state what the purpose was as shown in that appli 
cation for your proposed visit to Poland. That is, what reason did 
you give and did you sign for your visit to Poland ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Do you want me to read what is in here ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Nowak. Just to read what is in there / 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. Read, please. 

Mr. Nowak. In fact, I wonder why I must read. Why can’t vou 
read it in the record / 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read it ? 

Mr. Nowak. I am sure that the counsel can read Just as well as I. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You decline to read what it says? 


Mr. Nowak. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Then I will read it. 

Mr. Nowak. Fine. 

Mr. Tavenner. The application for passport states : 

I intend to visit the following countries for the purposes indicated: France 
and Poland, perhaps England, visiting on special invitation of Polish Government. 

Now, did you make that answer and swear to it on the 19th day of 
October 1945 ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Before the deputy clerk ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Based on my constitutional rights as provided in the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Before the deputy clerk of the Federal court of 
Detroit, Mich. 

Is that your photograph or picture on the passport in your appli- 
cation ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as I have stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the photostatic copy of the applica- 
tion for passport in evidence and have it marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 
96.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 
(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 26” and 
received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go to Poland in the fall of 1945 and return 
in January 1946? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as stated before, for the constitutional reasons as provided in the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Henry Podolski, Vincent Klein, Thaddeus 
Kantor, and Anthony—now, I will have to spell the last name— 
K-a-r-c-z-y-m-a-r-z-y-k accompany you in traveling to and from 
Poland ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
and for the same reasons as I mentioned before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who extended you the invitation to come to Poland ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
on the same grounds as stated before. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you speak at a meeting sponsored by any or- 
ganization at the hall in Philadelphia known as the Karzynaski Hall 
on February 25, 1951 4 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
and on the same grounds. I have a right to speak and I see no reason 
why I should be questioned, 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at the time an agent for any government 
othér than the United States, for any foreign government at the time 
you made that speech ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I am not an agent and never have been for any foreign 
government. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, have you during the year 1951 represented 
any foreign government in the promulgation of information, propa- 
ganda in this country ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain your answer, please ¢ 
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Mr. Nowak. My answer is: Not tomy knowledge, not that I know of. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Well, let me see if 1 can help you. 

Mr. Watrer. You mean to say that you don’t know whether or not 
you have received compensation from any foreign government ? 

Mr. Nowak. I didn’t say that. What I don’t know is what the at- 
torney has in mind when he speaks of foreign propaganda. The ques- 
tion, as it was worded, was a very confusing one, and to be honest 
and accurate, that is the best I could answer to a very involved and 
complicated question, 

Mr. Watrer. What is the question that you say was so involved ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, if we were to ask 

Mr. Watrer. Are you a representative of a foreign government? 

Mr. Nowak. My answer was quite clear. 

Mr. Crocketr. That was not the question. He answered that ques- 
tion, Mr. Congressman. 

Mr. Nowak. I answered that question very definitely. 

Mr. Water. Let us see if we can get at it a little plainer: During 
the year 1951, did you receive any compensation from any foreign 
government or any person representing any foreign government ? 

Mr. Nowak. My answer is definitely “No.” 

Mr. Tavenner. In making speeches over the country at Philadel- 
phia, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, and other places, were you representing 
in any way a foreign power in making the talks that you made? 

Mr. Nowak. I never represented a foreign power in any capacity at 
any meeting at any time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you represent then a foreign power in any man- 
ner in the distribution of information or propaganda ? 

Mr. Nowak. I think I gave a very definite answer to that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was it ? 

Mr, Nowak. At no time did I willingly, knowingly represent in any 
capacity any foreign power. I think it is a clear definite answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was the arrangement made for your appear- 
ance with members of the Polish consularship either in New York or 
in other places in public appearances in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and 
Buffalo, or other places? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer that question on my constitutional 
grounds for the following reason: There is nothing established in the 
record yet and I would have to establish that in the record that I ap- 
peared at any meetings. so I decline to answer that question on my 
constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Warrer. Now, I understand you to say that your only source 
of income has been from the fees that you have received for making 
speeches; is that correct ? 

Mr. Nowak. As regards my own income, that is correct. 

Mr. Wavrrer. Who has been paying you for making these speecltes ? 

Mr. Nowak. Usually the organization that wants me to speak. 

Mr. Warrer. What organizations have paid you? Let us just take 
the last vear. 

Mr. Nowak. Specifically they were groups working for peace who 
were interested in me speaking on peace. 

Mr. Water. What were the names of these organizations? 

Mr. Nowak. Just one second—and among them particularly the 
Polish groups who are very much alarmed over the rearmament of 
Germany, because they see at this moment an attack upon their people 
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in Poland, and they asked me to speak on it, knowing that I have 
made some study of the subject, knowing that I know quite a bit 
about it. 

Your specific question is: Who were the people? You want names. 
Well, gentlemen, I have made that point clear before. I am not an 
informer, and I will rely on my constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Waurer. You are not informing on anybody if you tell us 
where you spoke and under what auspices. 

Mr. Nowak. Well, from the remarks of your counsel, apparently 
your committee knows quite well where I spoke. 

Mr. Water. I am asking you now, Let us take the city of Phil- 
adelphia, for example. Under whose auspices did you speak in 
Philadelphia ? 

Mr. Nowak. I recall some peace group. Specific names, I do not 
recall at this moment. 

Mr. Water. What was your compensation for that appearance / 

Mr. Nowak. It varies, from $25 to $50 a meeting. It varies. 

Mr. Water. How many meetings did vou address last year / 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t recollect. I addressed a good many of them. 

Mr. Watrer. Twenty? 

Mr. Nowak. Probably quite a bit more. T don’t recollect the exact 
number at thistime. I speak very often. 

Mr. Waurer. Well, the fact of the matter is you were being com- 
pensated by the representatives of the present Communist Polish 
Government, weren’t you? 

Mr. Nowak. That is not true. I absolutely deny and resent that 
implication. 

Mr. Jackson. You have had no contact with the representative: 
of the present Polish Government / 

Mr. Nowak. What do you mean by contact ? 

Mr. Jackson. Have you had contact 4 

Mr. Nowak. What do you mean by contact ? 

Mr. Jackson. Have you visited with any members of the present 
Polish regime in a diplomatic or consular position either here or else- 
where in the United States ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. May I answer the question ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, please do. 

Mr. Nowak. Sure. As the committee knowns well, I am of Polish 
origin. Everybody in this community knows that. I am quite active 
among the Americans of Polish descent. and they are quite interested 
in the relatives back in Poland. I am invited to affairs where people 
speak, including consular and diplomatic representatives of Poland. 
After all, that country is recognized by our Government. and has 
diplomatic representatives here. 

Mr. Jackson. Let us not make an issue of it. I simply asked you 
if you had conferred with the consular representatives either here or 
elsewhere. I mean I am not asking for a speech on the subject. I am 
simply asking if vou have so conferred with consular representatives. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, but that word, “conferred,” I presume 





Mr. Jackson. Let us take the onus off. Have you discussed Polish 
matters with them, or the welfare of Poles, or anything of that sort? 
Mr. Nowak. Yes. I would inquire about some information in 
Poland, sure. If the individual or a representative of another country 
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comes here and speaks on the subject, and if I am interested, certainly 
I would inquire about conditions in the country he represented. 

Mr. Jackson. That is all I wanted to know, Mr. Nowak, whether 
that was the case. 

Have you also interested yourself in organizations of Polish citizens 
who are very much opposed to the present regime in Poland? 
Have you spoken before those groups which seek “the overthrow of 
the Communists in Poland 

Mr. Nowak. If they ask me, I would. 

Mr. Jackson. Have they asked you? 

Mr. Nowax. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Jackson. They haven’t asked you? 

Mr. Nowak. No. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Have you disseminated pamphlets or any literature 
or material of any kind at the request of the present regime in 
Poland ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. It is a very involved question. What do you mean by 
“regime” ? 

Mr. Tavenner. By the present government in Poland. 

Mr. Nowak. For the matter of record, I was never asked to distribute 
any materials. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive any from the Polish Government 
or any representative of the Polish Government in this country such as 
the consulate here or other places? 

Mr. Nowak. I received in the mail all kinds of information from 
many countries. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes? 

Mr. Nowak. And many people. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; but would you answer my question ? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes; I received official publications of the Polish 
Embassy. I received it in the mail. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you received it for distribution to other per- 
sons ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Not to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Nowak. Not to my recollection, no. I receive a copy once a 
month, or I believe now they discontinued, they just publish a maga- 
zine once a month and I used to get a copy of it. They mailed it to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take an active part in the distribution 
of it? 

Mr. Nowak. It is only one copy that I get. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. | understand, but of other copies ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I only received one copy, and I usually kept it for my 
own use. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever taken an active part in the distribu- 
tion of information of that character which you receive from the Pol- 
ish Government through its Embassy or through its consularships? 

Mr. Nowak. If someone would ask me if I have any information 
on certain aspects of life in Poland and I happen to have a publica- 
tion or a book or a magazine or a paper, I certainly would give it to 
them. 

Mr. Tavenner. That isn’t my question. 

Mr. Nowak. Well, that is the extent of my activities. 
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Mr. Tavenner. That is the full extent of your activity in that re- 
spect ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. That is, to thé best of my recollections. I do not recol- 
lect engaging in any mass distribution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Or have you engaged in the showing of propa- 
ganda films from Poland ? 

Mr. Nowak. There is a—well, the question the attorney asked : 
What is a propaganda film? But besides that point, may I inform 
you, counsel, that there is a private company which brings in foreign 
films from many countries, France, England, Russia, Poland, many 
Italian films, and I have gotten films from them, Polish films, sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. From what company have you obtained the Polish 
films ¢ 

Mr. NowaKk. They are located in New York. At this moment— 
Amkino or something. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it, please? 

Mr. Nowak. Frankly, I don’t know how you do spell it. I am not 
too sure of the name. I don’t consider these films propaganda films, 
incidentally. 

Mr. Jackson. What do you do with them after you finish showing 
them, Mr. Nowak ? 

Mr. Nowak. Return them. 

Mr. Jackson. To this firm? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes: because you rent them for showin. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, then, the committee can assume that voi can 
find out the name of the firm. 

Mr. Nowak. Oh yes. 

Mr. Jackson. And would you furnish that to the committee through 
your counsel 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look in the Guide to Subversive Organi 
zations and see if you see that name that you referred to? 

Mr. Jackson. Is this the picture firm ? 

Mr. Porrer. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. I withdraw my request then. There is probably no 
necessity for duplicating the information. 

Mr. Nowak. I do not find the name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that a Polish or a Russian corporation or 
concern ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. To my knowledge it is an American business firm. 

Mr. Watrer. Did any of these films show the concentration camps 
that the American Federation of Labor found to be located all over 
Poland and Russia? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, first, 1 have never heard that there was a film 
based on concentration camps in Russia. Looking through the catalog 
of this company, I am speaking about who has foreign films, I do 
not remember ever seeing a film like that. 

Mr. Jackson. It would be very unlikely. Tf they had a film of a 
concentration camp, it would disabuse the minds of a lot of people. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you speak at Pittsburgh as one of the places 
that you referred to? 

Mr. Nowak. I mentioned before I speak in many places throughout 
the country at different times. 
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Mr. Woop. He asked you if one of them was Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the specific cuestion on this matter 
for the reasons I have stated before. 

Mr. Watrer. It is no crime to speak in Pittsburgh. 

Mr, Nowak. No; no crime to speak in Pitts burgh. I aone it is no 
crime. That is why I wonder why these questions: Did I speak in 
Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Watrer. I assure you there is no crime, or I would be a very 
hardened criminal by this time 

Mr. Tavenner. You wanted to know why I asked you that question, 
and I will tell you. 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you, in Pittsburgh in the course of the speech, 
make a statement that you urge the withdrawal of American troops 
from Korea ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. If I would answer definitely this question, then, of 
course, | would have to ay eed then and tell you all about the meeting 
in Pittsburgh. Therefore I decline to answer the questions for reasons 
stated before, but I will voice my opinion on the subject if you like, 

Mr. Tavenner. No. I want to know whether you made that state- 
ment ina public address. 

Mr. Nowak. I can make a statement on that matter here before this 
entire committee, not only in a public address. 

Rg: 8 Tavenner, Did you make it ina public address in Pittsburgh 

1 April 27, 1951? 

Vir. Nowak. It is quite likely that I made that statement at many 
meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also suggest at the meeting that Congress- 
men be flooded with messages to withdraw American troops from 
Korea ? 

Mr. Nowak. Certainly that is not a criminal act. 

Mr. Tavenner. No, but did you do it? You will not plead the fifth 
amendment if it is not a criminal act, so will you answer ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. You are again referring to a specific meeting / 

Mr. TavenneER. Yes. 

Mr. Nowak. And then once I answer the question, then I will have 
to tell you all about the people who were at the meeting. 

Mr. Watrer. Why not, if you are not ashamed of the company you 
were keeping ? 

Mr. Nowak. No, I am not ashamed of the company I was keeping. 

Mr. Waurer. Then why don’t you tell us who they were ? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, but I am not an informer, and I will never be an 
informer. 

Mr. Watrers. You have said that before. 

Mr. Nowak. That’s right. It seems like I have to constantly remind 
you, refresh the memory of the committee. 

Mr. Watrer. We understand that, but it seems to be ridiculous. 
That is why we get up to the point so often. 

Mr. Nowak. It is a matter of opinion, Congressman. 

Mr. Water. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNER. My question was: Did you suggest that the Con- 
gressmen be flooded with messages to withdraw American troops from 
Korea ? 
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Mr. Nowak. I believe I have expressed my opinion on it and given 
a satisfactory explanation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you or not ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on my constitutional 
grounds as I stated before. 

Mr. Woop. The committee will stand in recess for 10 minutes. 

(A recess was tt aken.) 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order, please. 

Mr. Tavenxre. Senator Nowak, did you speak at a meeting of the 
Polonia Society in Buffalo, N. Y.,on March 31 or April 1, 19514 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
and on the same constitutional grounds that I declined to answer 
previous questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Senator Nowak, I show you a document entitled, 
“The Proletarian Party, Its Principles and Practices,” and ask you if 
you have seen this ora ‘similar document before. 

Mr. Nowak. May I know the date on it? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it, please? I am not certain 
whether the date appears on it or not. 

Mr. Nowak. I do not see any date on it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, regardless of the date, have you ever seen it 
or a similar document before ? 

Mr. Crockett. Mr. Chairman, can the record show at this point that 
the Proletarian Party of America is listed among the organizations 
labeled subversive by this re kg and by the Attorney General— 
no, I beg your pardon, not by this committee, but by the Attorney 
General and by the Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

Mr. Jackson. Does this document purport to show association be- 
tween the witness and the Proletarian Association ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. sir. I don’t think his name is mentioned in this 
document. 

Mr. Jackson. IT request permission to withdraw my question in 
that regard. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons 
and on the same grounds as I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce the document in evidence and 
ask that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit 27” 

Mr. Woop. It may be introduced. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 27” and 
received in evidence. ) 


Nowak Evxninitr No. 27 
THe PROLETARTIAN Party—-Its PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES 


The Proletarian Party of America was organized in June 1920. The group of 
workers who organized it were the best informed Marxists in America. From 
its inception the Proletarian Party openly proclaimed itself to be the basic Com- 
munist Party of America. Its revolutionary objective was winning the workers 
to a recognition of the need for establishing a new social order. The proclaimed 
method was through revolutionary political action for the overthrow of the 
capitalist system and the settine up of a new form of government through which 
the working class could wield its political power and exercise its authority over 
society—the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

For the first 18 months of its existence the Proletarian Party stood alone as 
an open and avowed Communist Party. There were two other proclaimed Com- 
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munist Parties which were “underground,” functioning “secretly.” These two 
romantic and very confused groups shriveled into small internecine warring sects 
and were ultimately liquidated as secret organizations. 


PARTY PRINCIPLES 


The basic principles upon which the Proletarian Party was organized and 
to which it has adhered are substantially as follows: That the present social 
order—capitalism—has outlived its historic usefulness and that its continuation 
must of necessity work increasing hardships upon the vast majority of the popula- 
tion of America, the toiling proletarian masses, and that the new society must 
be inaugurated through the revolutionary action of this class. 

The Proletarian Party has held to this basic position, maintaining that it is 
this class, the wage-working class, and this class alone, which can and must 
organize for the conquest of power and the abolition of capitalism, and that if 
other elements in society, such as the small capitalists (urban and rural) rallied 
to the support of the proletariat in its struggle for political supremacy (and the 
application thereof through its dictatorship), that such aid should be utilized, 
but all efforts of the small capitalist elements to use the proletarian movement 
to prop up their collapsing economic status should be resolutely resisted. 

Since the starting point of action for the Proletarian Party is the recognition 
of the independent and untrammeled political action of the working class as such, 
no schemes for catching middle-class support or the advocacy of reforms to pro- 
long the present social system have ever characterized its policies and practices. 


WORKING-CLASS ACTION 


With the recognition of the historie role which the proletariat as a class must 
play, the Proletarian Party strives to arouse, enlighten, and marshall the pro- 
letariat for its revolutionary act of self-emancipation. To that end the Pro- 
letarian Party ceaselessly labors in all fields of working-class activity. 


THE LABOR UNIONS 


The Proletarian Party has consistently cooperated and supported the labor- 
union movement in the inevitable daily conflicts in whieh the unions must of 
necessity engage, but has not subscribed to their political policies or their anti- 
quated organizational forms. Although critical of union shortcomings, it has 
unstintingly supported these militant mass movements, especially during strikes 
and other struggles waged against the exploiting class, and has always striven 
to raise the issue of the larger aspects of the working-class struggle, namely, the 
complete abolition of the wages system. 


UNEMPLOYMENT ORGANIZATIONS 


Just as the Proletarian Party has given every possible assistance to the labor 
unions, it has also, especially since the great depression, given conSistent support 
to the organized bodies of unemployed workers who have found it necessary to 
struggle for a larger measure of “relief” or to resist the efforts to reduce the 
starving unemployed to a still lower level of subsistence. 

The Proletarian Party has never regarded these bodies of hungry workers as 
mere masses of unthinking elements to be led into indiscriminate conflict with 
the state machinery, but has viewed them as genuine organized sections (how- 
ever temporary) of the working class, whose interests as a whole are the interests 
of the Proletarian Party. As “flesh of their flesh and bone of their bone,” it has 
not been necessary to talk about “going to the masses,” but simply to formulate 
ways and means of winning larger numbers to an understanding of the ultimate 
outcome of the conflict between capital and labor. 


THE GREAT DIVIDE 


America today is divided into two great classes, the vast majority—the 
workers—receiving their income in wages. The members of the minority class, 
on the other hand, obtain their income from profit, interest, and rent, sometimes 
all three. This latter class, perhaps 30 percent of the population, owns income- 
yielding property of some sort. Within its ranks there are a small number who 
have vast property holdings, mines, factories, railroads, ete. 

The working class not only increases numerically but it also increases in rela 
tion to the total population, and consequently there is a relative decrease in the 
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class which derives its income from the ownership of property. ‘The bulk of the 
workers are poor and vast and increasing numbers are in abject poverty. Only 
a small and decreasing number of them are in comfortable circumstances, fewer 
and fewer own their homes, and ever fewer jumbers are secure from the haunting 
specter of poverty in their declining years. 


INNER DIVISIONS 


The property owning class is itself divided into different sections having con- 
flicting interests. The division into various economic groups gives rise to constant 
clashes over political policies, clashes over issues which are for the most part 
entirely foreign to working-class interests, although millions of workers allow 
themselves to be involved and get highly excited over issues which are really 
affairs of the business class, and which, no matter how they are settled, leave 
the workers just where they were. 

There are the conflicts between the industrial capitalists and the financiers, be- 
tween the individually owned stores and the chain stores, between big business in 
general and the vast number of small business people. Also in this relation there 
is the continual struggle between the creditor section and the debtor section of 
the property owning Class. 

The workers in general are not creditors because they have nothing to lend and 
they are not debtors because no one will lend them anything. Therefore, the 
conflict between debtors and creditors is not a working-class problem. Neverthe 
less, much of the recent squabbing on America’s storm-tossed ship of state is over 
the debtor-creditor issue. The Republicans, in the main, represent the creditor 
elements and big business generally, while the Democrats chiefly defend the 
debtors and champion the cause of the small business people, including the major- 
ity of the poorer farmers. But these differences are gradually disappearing and, 
moreover, it must not be forgotten that when a real working-class issue arises to 
confront these old parties, their differences in the face of the “common danger” 
disappear completely. Both are there to protect the business class, the property 
owners as a whole, and to keep the workers, “‘the inferior class,” in “their place.” 


PROLETARIAN POLITICAL ACTION 


From the social sitnation described above it naturally follows that if the 
workers as a class are ever going to be other than “voting cattle” in times of 
peace, and “cannon fodder” in times of war, for the protection or extension of 
capitalist property and profits, they will have to take political action on their own 
behalf. 

Millions of workers have already learned to act independently on the econ 
omic field. The organized labor movement testifies to this, but only a small num- 
ber have as yet broken with the political parties of their enemies— the capital- 
ists—who exploit them for profit, and who cast them upon the human scrap heap 
when they are too worn out for profit making. 


INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION 


The tirst step in the direction of independent working-class political action is 
for the workers to break forever with the Republican and Democratic parties. 
The second step which we here advise is to join the ranks of the Proletarian Party, 
membership in which is open to all workers regardless of race, color or nationality. 

The Proletarian Party is a dues paying organization, the monthly dues of each 
member being fifty cents. Exempt stamps are provided for those unemployed and 
unable to pay, which keep them on a basis of full membership without any 
cost whatsoever. 

The Proletarian Party is aware that it is not the only party claiming to rep- 
resent the working class. In fact, it is continually being asked, “Why are there 
sO any parties and what are the differences which keep them apart?” 


WHERE WE STAND 


First of all, the Proletarian Party is not a reform organization. It has no 
“immediate demands” in its program. It holds that any immediate demands that 
ean be obtained by the workers under capitalism can be procured through the 
action of the unions and the unemployed organizations. 

Legislative reforms will be enacted by the political parties of capitalism only 
in the interests of capitalism. In the event that a substantial number of workers’ 
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representatives were elected to the legislative bodies (a most desirable advance) 
they could enact nothing vital without a majority. Even then, if a working-class 
party did get a majority, no real enactment on behalf of the working class would 
ever get by the Supreme Court. As for the “immediate demand” to abolish the 
Supreme Court, we think that a revolution might be nearly as easy and, even if 
that court was abolis!ied capitalism could still go on, as it does in other countries 
which have no such court. The Proletarian Party asserts that capitalism is not 
worth reforming and further asserts that, while it can be tinkered with, capi- 
talism cannot be fundamentally reformed. 

On the labor union field the Proletarian Party strives for a change in the 
structure of the unions to the industrial form as being a more efficient form for 
effective labor action. 

The Proletarian Party does not think that the means of production, the mills, 
mines, and factories can be taken over and held by the workers without first 
breaking the political yoke of capitalism and setting up a workers’ “state” to 
prevent counter-revolution. 

The Proletarian Party, unlike those parties which have lost faith in the work- 
ing class, does not think an alliance with the small-business people is imperative. 
In fact, it holds that any reliance on such support endangers the revolutionary 
movement of the working class. 

The Proletarian Party recognizes the Communist International as the only 
International worthy of the support of the workers, and, in addition, while 
critical of its errors, it fecognizes the Communist International as the best 
International which the world’s workers have as yet brought forth. 

The Soviet Union is not regarded by the Proletarian Party as the land of a 
new form of capitalism, as claimed by some alleged revolutionary parties. While 
aware of the fact that communism has not yet been introduced in the U.S. S. R., 
because such a development requires time and because a hostile capitalist world 
is forcing the U. S. S. R. to retain armies—which is not compatible with com- 
munist society—we see in the U. S. S. R. an advancing form of proletarian state 
socialism, an economic and political transitional form leading to communism. 

On the question of the attitude of the Proletarian Party to the “farming ques- 
tion,” we first of all emphatically assert that the farm hand, the wage slave of 
the farm, is a proletarian, just lke the wage worker of the factory. Secondly, 
we assert that the farmer is a capitalist. Some farmers are quite large exploiters 
of labor, but most of them are petty capitalists who work hard in order to live. 
Many of these can and will be won to the support of the proletarian revolution, 
but it is the contention of the Proletarian Party that the status of the small 
farmer cannot be raised under capitalism, all promises to the contrary not- 
withstanding, and even if such were possible it is not the task of the Proletarian 
Party to save any dying section of the property owning class, but instead it is 
our duty to urge them to abandon their illusions and throw in their lot with the 
workers and struggle for the new classless society—the communist society. 

The absolute certainty of the overthrow of capitalism and the introduction 
of a new social order does not alone lie in the poverty and suffering of the 
masses, nor in the immense wealth of the capitalists. The phenomenon of 
poverty and wealth is not new. 

The basis for the future social order lies within the structure of present-day 
capitalism, and is in harmony with its very nature. It is social production and 
the accompanying parasitic character of the present generation of capitalists 
which assure the victory of the proletariat. 


SOCIAL PRODUCTION 


But what is social production? It is the modern method of producing commod- 
ities through the extensive division of labor, with each worker within the fac- 
tory doing but a small contributory part of the work. No one makes a hat, a 
shoe, or a shovel any more. In the modern factory each is a “specialist” who 
puts in full time, day after day, boring holes or turning nuts on the end of bolts, 
sewing a seam, polishing a piece, or a piece of a piece of some product. Thou- 
sands of men and women work together cooperatively. They turn out the fin- 
ished product collectively. 

That is what is meant by social production, as distinct from individual pro- 
duction when the shoemaker made shoes complete or the hatter made the hats 
alone from start to finish. But this social production in the individual factory 
is again connected up with factories preparing the raw materials, or with a power 
industry, perhaps miles away, which furnishes the motive force to drive the 
machinery. In the last analysis the factories are interdependent. Therefore, 
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social production, in the wider sense, includes all modern industry. It is like 
one big shop consisting of many departments. 

Let us illustrate the process. We will consider the production of rubber tires 
which, like any other present-day product, are produced socially within the 
individual rubber works. By themseives they would be practically worthless, 
put they find their complete social setting when attached to an automobile or 
other such vehicle. The same is true of the gasoline to furnish the power by 
which these vehicles are driven. Spark plugs and windshield wipers, head 
lights and tail lights, each in themselves produced socially, find their proper 
places within the highly social process of modern industrial production. 

In the past, when the people produced directly for use, there was no question 
as to the ownership of the product. And still later, when products were first 
placed upon the market as commodities they were owned by the small producers, 
the owners of the primitive means of production. When capitalism arose and 
expanded, a class of people, owners of the means of production, developed along 
with this expansion and likewise another class, much more numerous, with no 
ownership in the means of production, who were obliged to work for wages in 
order to live. Time, especially atter the development of modern machinery and 
technique, has only widened the chasm between the workers and the owners. 
Some machines now cost more than a worker can earn in a lifetime. 

The producers no longer own the means of production, and consequer tly they 
do not own the products, while the capitalists who do own the means of pro 
dnuetion, the mills, mines, railroads, factories, and are in the main nonpreduc 
ers, still appropriate the products. In the days of individual production there 
naturally followed individual appropriation of the products. The producer was 
the owner. Today it is social production but by a nonowning class. But indi- 
vidual appropriation still remains. However, it is a nonproducing class, the 
eapitalists, who appropriate the products. In other words, those who make don’t 
tuke and those who take don't make. 


THE SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM 


Since social production is not compatible with individual appropriation based 
upon capitalist ownership, it is quite obvious that the next step in social de- 
elopment must be social Ownership. The socialization of the means of pro 
duction, collective ownership, can only be bronght about by the workers as a 
class. Those who make collectively must take collective possession of the 
means of production. This cannot be done while the capitalist class still holds 
political power. Socialization of the means of production, which must not be 
confused with capitalist state ownership (state capitalism), can only follow the 
achievement of political supremacy by the producing class, the proletariat 

With the means of production socialized, the products would no longer be 
appropriated by a nonproducing class, the capitalists, but by the producers 
themselves From the common store, the entire national supply, the workers 
would appropriate, according to their needs, a very much higher appropriation 
than that which wages now permit of. With the elimination of the exploitation 
of labor by capital: with profit, interest, and rent abolished, capitalism will go 
to join its feudal ancestor in the graveyard of history. 


WHAT WILT A WORKERS’ REVOLUTION ACHITEV! 


With the overthrow of capitalism and the introduction of a new social system, 
a Classless society, there would be tremendous changes and almost unlimited 
possibilities for advancing the welfare of all. While we cannot give details 
in advance of this development, the approximate results would be as follows: 
(1) The abolition of poverty. (2) The abolition of the mass murder known as 
wir. (3) Tremendous expansion of production through the removal of the ob- 
struction of profit making, the workers having the opportunity of consuming 
the bulk of what they produce. (4) The disappearance of panics and unemploy- 
ment, as in the event of overproduction the people would simply cut working 
hours, or take a holiday until consumption overtook production, at least until 
the surplus was greatly reduced. (5) The elimination of costs of armies and 
navies (a burden now met by the capitalists out of the surplus values exploited 
from the workers). (6) Enormous reduction in crime through the removal of its 
main cause, poverty, and consequently a reduction or elimination of police, 
judges, jailers, and other prison expenditure. (7) Reduction in general waste, 
such as competitive advertising and other nonessentials 
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LIFE ABUNDANT 


With the tremendous savings that could be effected by abolishing all the 
above non-essential costs and the elimination of the rich parasites, i. e., the 
present generation of capitalists, who waste so much without producing any- 
thing useful, the people could have just as much as they desired to produce, 
within the limitations of the degree of existing productivity. 

Consumption, now on a starvation minimum for the toiling masses, many of 
whom are not even permitted to produce, could be extended to great propor- 
tions, permitting the use of so much which the wages of present-day workers 
make impossible of attainment. 

The former parasites (when able-bodied and mentally fit) would have to 
work for their own living, and likewise their army of servants (flunkies, 
butlers and other retainers) would be transferred to useful labor and thus 
cut down further on the working hours of all. 

Having outlined above the principles and practices of the Proletarian Party 
and set forth what the objective of the Party is, we hereby urge all working 
men and women who are in agreement with us to become dues paying menibers, 
to join the ranks of the Proletarian Party. 

For further information write to the Proletarian Party of America, 1545 N. 
Larrabee Street, Chicago, Il. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you another document entitled, “The 1] 
letarian Party, Its Principles and Program,” and ask you if you have 
ever seen this or a sunilar document. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
and for the same reasons as I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence and ask that it 
be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 28.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 28” 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. And | would like, Mr. Chairman, to read one short 
paragraph from this document : 


*ro- 


Ever since its inception, in 1920, the Proletarian Party of America has con- 
sistently adhered to the fundamental principles of Marxian communism. 


I note also at the top of the document in typewritten form : 


Proletarian Party lectures Ist and 3rd Sunday monthly 2: 30 p. m., Danish Hall, 

1775 West Forest at 12th. 
NoWAK ExdHipir No, 28 
THE PROLETARIAN PArtY—Its PRINCIPLES AND PROGRAM 

For more than a quarter of a century, the Proletarian Party of America has 
consistently set forth its revolutionary principles for the consideration of the 
whole working class. Its starting point on all social questions, during peace or 
war, during prosperous periods or depressions, is that which will best serve the 
economic interests and political advancement of the working class as a whole. 

The Proletarian Party contends that the greater war, the unceasing conflict 
between the employing class and the working class, cannot be compromised, can- 
not be modified with the passing of time, but only intensified and sharpened. 
It contends that this war between capital and labor can only be fought to a 
finish, that the only consistent and practical slogan for the workers against their 
exploiters, the industrial and financial capitalists, is “unconditional surrender.” 

There is no middle ground. Contrary to official teaching, capital and labor 
are not brothers, but deadly enemies. The struggle of the classes, rich against 
poor, is a historie fact. It is not the product of the rich hating the poor or thie 
latter hating the rich. Hatred is there sure enough, but it is not the cause. It is 
the result of the division of society into classes, possessors and nonpossessors. 
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REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL ACTION 


While the objective of the class struggle is economic, the retention of the means 
of production, the mills, mines, railroads, ete., by the capitalists, and the fight 
for possession of those means of production by the proletarians, the modern wage 
workers, the form which the struggle takes is political. This, too, is a historic 
fact, existing objectively outside of the minds of men. 

When Kar! Marx and Frederick Engels wrote into the Communist Manifesto, 
of 1849, that: “All class struggles are political struggles,” they meant just exactly 
what they said. The institution which decrees that the class struggle is political 
was founded originally by, and in the interest of, the property-owning Classes, 
It is the State, or what is commonly called government. 

In all present-day phases of the struggle between capital and labor, between 
the workers and their exploiters, the State takes its stand on the side of capital, 
even When it tries, or pretends, to be impartial, That is what it exists to It 
is the “public power of coercion.” Its constitutions are founded upon property 
rights Its purpose is the protection of those with property, especially property 
in the means of production. ‘Those without property, the modern working class, 
the vast majority, may grasp, at its substance, but they only get its shadow. 

Political action which has for its objective the overthrow of the profit system, 
the taking possession of the means of production by the vast majority, in the 
interests of the vast majority, is Revolutionary Political Actior 

Ever since its inception, in 1920, the Proletarian Party of America has con 
sistently adhered to the fundamental principles of Marxian contmunism. 

The objective of this party is to arouse the working people of America to a 
realization of the historic role they are called upon to play, namely, their self- 
emancipation from the yoke of capitalist exploitation. To this end, the Prole 
tarian Party proclaims that the starting point of all intelligent class action is 
the recognition of the class character of present-day society, recognition of the 
fact that it is divided into two great camps, rich exploiters and exploited workers, 

The wealth of America is produced socially Enormous numbers of workers 
cooperate in the productive process. This is social production. But, while the 
wealth is produced collectively, it is appropriated individually, by the individual 
capitalists. 

Th’s result springs from the fact that the members of one class, the capitalists, 
own the means of production, the mills, mines, railroads, ete., and also own the 
natural resources of the nation, while the members of the other class, the 
proletarianus (wage workers), have no ownership in the means of production 

If the workers would live, and provide for their dependents, they are obliged to 
sell, for wages, the only thing they possess, namely, their labor power, their 
mental and physical power to produce. But, the wage system of payment is like 
charity, “it covers a multitude of sins.” Under the cloak of Wage payments there 
lurks a legal system of plunder, politely called “the exploitation of labor.” It is 
the source of all profit, interest, and rent. From this source alone, from the to‘l 
ind sweat of social labor, arises the great fortunes of millionaires and multi 
millionaires 

The chief problems of today cannot be solved within the structure of the 
prevailing social order, within the profit system. The basic problem, of course, 
s the “exploitation of labor.” In other words, the workers produce wealth, the 
value of which is vastly in excess of the value of their wages, and, as we have 
previously pointed out, the abolition of this exploitation can be achieved only 
by revolutionary political action. 








ORGANIZED ACTION 


The working people, the vast majority of the population, must organize for the 
purpose of taking political power into their own hands, and establishing a new 
form of government through which they can direct the nation in the interest of all, 
instead of it being directed, as at present, in the interest of the capitalist class 
alone 

For this purpose, a political party is of prime importance. Hence, the Prole 
tarian Party, which asserts that the collective ownership of the means of produc- 
tion, and the natural resources of the nation, is the only possible solution to the 
evreat problems of today, such as war, unemployment, mass starvation, ignorance, 
slums, disease, and crime. The achievement of permanent peace, adequate hous 
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ing, health, and general security, can never be attained so long as production 
has to pass through the bottleneck of the profit system, which leaves the bulk of 
the wealth in the hands of rich parasites. 

As long as capitalism remains, these problems will remain. Nay, more, they 
will increase in volume and viciousness. Strikes will take on greater magnitude 
and severity. They will become more and more political in character. More 
frequently will the government be forced to intervene to save capitalism, to keep 
it from collapse. Those struggles of labor against capital will take on the form 
of struggles against the government, which is, of course, the highest organized 
form of capitalist repression and coercion of the workers. The recent action of 
Congress in overwhelmingly supporting President Truman, and his proposed 
law to conscript into the army all who strike against a government-controlled 
industry, is emphatie proof of this trend. 


POSTWAR PROBLEMS 


As a result of the war, American capitalist imperialism has greatly expanded. 
It is now the dominant imperialism of the world and, as a consequence, the armed 
forces of the State will be maintained upon a vastly increased scale. The role of 
chief of police to the world, formerly Great Britain’s role, has been taken over in 
the name of democracy by the United States. “Bearing the white man’s burden,” 
as the British imperialists used to hypocritically call it, and which meant carry- 
ing off everything of value that wasn’t nailed down, now becomes the interna- 
tional mission of the Wall Street imperialists. 

Large numbers of young men and women will be taken from their homes and 
sent to remote parts of the earth to police and protect the investinents of the 
American finance capitalists, the great banking institutions, industrial monopo- 
lies, and if necessary, to lay down their lives in defense of those investments. 

If the masses of the American people wish capitalism to continue, or think 
that there is nothing that can be done about it, then they will have to put up with 
its effects. If they want to remain in poverty, if they ure satisfied with in- 
security, if that is the inheritance they wish to pass on to their children, just to 
be wealth producers for another class all the days of their lives, then they can be 
sure that it will continue, especially with their support of the political parties of 
capitalism, the Democratic and Republican parties. 

However, should the workers come to comprehend that by the power of their 

numbers (the only force they really have), they can, through organized action, 
ilter this state of affairs, then independent political action is the first step to 
take, 
Capitalism does not fear an ignorant mob, no matter how lurge or violent, but 
numerical strength, enlightened and organized, that is a different matter. That 
meuns real power, the only sort that will be effective. The difference between 
an ifirmy and a mob is a matter of organization. 

The ruling class today has everything on its side, except numbers. All es- 
tablished institutions are’ at its disposal—the press, the radio, the schools, uni- 
versities, and churches. All are openly or covertly, in the service of the rich and 
against the working class. “Public education” is capitalist education. The 
“public press” is the capitalist press. Its propaganda is in the interest of the 
property owners. Some of it is openly antilabor. Some of it pretends to be 
friendly to labor, provided that the workers are satisfied with the present social 
urrangement, or want but slight improvements. 

Those who preach class peace, whether through the press or the pulpit, mean 
peace with poverty, the continuation of slums or, at best, improved slums. The 
professional charity mongers are staunch defenders of the system which makes 
their “charity” necessary. 

Those who look to the rich exploiters, their Government and political parties, 
for justice, will get capitalist justice and no other. The workers, the vast 
majority, must establish their own justice. The first step is to break with the 
political traditions of the past, and the second is to build a powerful political 
party of the working class, upon principles, and with policies, such as those of 
the Proletarian Party. 

The Proletarian Party has consistently asserted that capitalism with its profit, 
interest, and rent, for one class, and starvation wages for the workers, has out 
lived its historical usefulness, that the time is now here for its entire abolition. 

Reforming the present social order will not bring advantages to the workers. 
Each “improvement” which emanates from Congress, is overtaken and nullified 
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by new breakdowns, by further inroads upon the living standards of the working 
class. Problems, under capitalism, arise faster than they can be remedied. 


THE LABOR MOVEMENT 


What is commonly called the Labor Movement, namely, labor unions of all 
sorts, has grown enormously in the last decade. Millions of workers are now 
organized on the economic field, but they are still unorganized politically. They 
do not trust the employing class in relation to their jobs and conditions of em- 
ployment, but they have complete confidence in the political representatives 
of that class, the Republicans and Democrats. 

Capital school “education” aad inculcated prejudices make the organized labor 
movement victims of deceit and betrayal on the political field. Their top-lofty, 
high-paid officials, many of whom have grown rich and arrogant, are but the 
henchmen of Wall Street’s capitalist imperialism. Their scheme is to keep the 
workers looking to the political parties of big business for legislation favorable 
to the working class. Therefore, no real progress is made, just palliatives and 
promises which leave the workers as bad off, or worse, than before. 

It is time that organized labor broke with its ancient policy of supporting 
“good” enemies against bad enemies. Political “friends” of labor within the 
Republican and Democratic parties are supported and “enemies” are opposed 
on election days. By this “practical” maneuver the organized workers are led 
into the political sheep pens of Wall Street. The longer the workers stick to this 
outworn political course, the longer will they be pushed around and left “holding 
the bag” by the very system which they help to uphold. 

While recognizing those political shortcomings of organized labor, the Prole- 
tarian Party has given, and will continue to give, unstinting support to the 
workers in their day-to-day struggle with the employing class for better con 
ditions of employment, more wages and shorter hours. 

The workers, as yet, do not understand that with their present weapons and 
plans of battle they are foredoomed to defeat, but they will learn as a conse 
quence of those defeats. Stricken to the ground they will rise again stronger 
than before. Capitalism will force them to organize politically, as it has done 
in most other countries, and it will force their political action into revolutionary 
channels, because the workers, as a class, so long as the profit system remains 
cannot rise with the progress of industry but only fall 


WHAT WILL A WORKERS’ REVOLUTION ACHIFVI 


With the overthrow of capitalism and the introduction of a new social system, 
a Classless society, there would be tremendous changes and almost unlimited 
possibilities for advancing the welfare of all. While we cannot give details in 
advance of this development, the approximate results would be as follows: (1) 
The abolition of poverty. (2) The abolition of the mass murder known as war 
4) Tremendous expansion of production through the removal of the obstruc 
tion of profit making, the workers having the opportunity of consuming the bulk 
of what they produce. (4) The disappearance of panics and unemployment, 
as in the event of overproduction the people would simply cut working hours, 
or take a holiday until consumption overtook production, at least until the sur 
plus was greatly reduced. (5) The elimination of the costs of armies and 
navies (a burden now met by the capitalists out of surplus values exploited 
from the workers). (6) Enormous reduction in crime through the removal 
of its main cause, poverty, and consequently a reduction or elimination of police, 
judges, jailers, and other prison expenditure. (7) Reduction in general waste, 
such as competitive advertising and other nonessentials 


LIFE ABUNDANT 


With the tremendous saving that could be effected by abolishing all the above 
nonessential costs and the elimination of the rich parasites, i. e., the present 
veneration of capitalists, who waste so much without producing anything use- 
ful, the people could have just as much as they desire to produce, within the 
limitations of the degree of existing productivity. 

Consumption, now on a starvation minimum for the toiling masses, many 
of whom are often not even permitted to produce, could be extended to great 
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proportions, permitting the use of so much which the wages of present-day work- 
ers make impossible of attainment. 

The former parasites (when able-bodied and mentally fit) would have to work 
for their own living, and likewise their army of servants (flunkies, butlers, and 
other retainers) would be transferred to useful labor and thus cut down further 
on the working hours of all. 

Having outlined above the principles and program of the Proletarian Party 
and set forth what the objective of the Party is, we hereby urge all working 
men and women who are in agreement with us to become dues-paying members, 
to join the ranks of the Proletarian Party. 

(Adopted by the Proletarian Party at its National Convention, at Chicago, 
May 30, 31, and June 1, 1946.) 

(For further information write to the Proletarian Party of America, 1545 
North Larrabee Street, Chicago 10, Ill. Read Proletarian News, 5 cents, monthly ; 
subscription 50 cents a year.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I show vou another document entitled, “Manifesto 
and Program of the Proletarian Party of America.” and ask you If 
vou have ever seen this or a stmilar document. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
and on the same constitutional grounds as I declined to answer other 
questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, TI desire to offer this document in 
evidence and ask that it be marked “Novak Exhibit No. 29.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be admitted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 29” 
and received in evidence. ) 


NoWak Exutrirr No. 29 
MANIFESTO AND PROGRAM OF THE PROLETARIAN PARTY OF AMERICA 


Geginning with, and following, the Great War, America entered upon the 
greatest period of prosperity in its entire history. During this period the Ameri- 
can capitalists achieved a dominant position in world commerce and inter 
national finance. Undreamed of wealth was produced by the workers and ap 
propriated by the capitalists. “Prosperity” was upon the lips of all. The press 
teemed with praises of America’s prosperity and even contended that it would 


last indetinitely. Other nations might experience depression and unemployment 
but not so America. This nation was different. “American ingenuity, American 


enterprise, American brains, American methods” were the all-saving virtues that 
were to prevent America from falling into the economic chaos that the European 
nations were experiencing. 

So dominant were these opinions that they deluded certain officials of the 
Labor Movement who should have known better, and lulled to sleep large sections 
of organized labor itself gut a rude awakening was in store, not only for the 
capitalists, especially the smaller ones, but for millions of workers who had 
come to believe in the permanency of American prosperity. 

Some of these workers who received better pay and more permanent employ- 
ment than the rest had invested in real estate, usually upon the installment plan 
Some of them had become small stockholders, others had built up bank accounts 
Those who had been less fortunate hoped soon to do likewise. They had come to 
regard themselves as part of the Capitalistie class These conditions formed 
the basis for the extreme indifference of the workers toward the labor move 
ment and their own political and economic interests 

Such was the situation that for the past several years confronted the Prole 
tarian Party. But a great change is now taking place in the general attitude of 
the American worker. The collapse of capitalist prosperity, the inevitability of 
which was continually asserted by the Proletarian Party, has brought along 
with it unemployment on the largest and most prolonged scale ever experienced, 
It has speedily reduced millions to the verge of starvation and millions more 
to the most precarious condition of existence. 


OVERPRODUCTION 


This plight of the workers is not due to a shortage of food or other necessaries 
of life. While millions are in want, the storehouses are filled to the limit of 
their capacity. There is wheat by millions of bushels. There are admittedly 
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vast surpluses of nearly all commodities. Much of it is being wasted, some 
allowed to rot and some is being deliberately destroyed because it cannot be 
sold at a profit. Meanwhile, factories are falling into decay and productive 
organization are being discarded. 

This problem of vast stocks of food, etc., and millions of jobless and hungry 
workers, finds the administrators of present-day society baffled and helpless. 
The same problem has thoroughly exposed the intellectual bankruptcy of the 
political soothsayers at Washington and their allies of the university, the press 
and the pulpit. 

The Proletarian Party once more reminds the American workers of the simple 
economic facts of the problem confronting them. The present social system is 
based upon the capitalist class ownership of the means of production, the mills, 
mines, railroads, factories, etc., and is operated solely for the profit of that 
class. The supplying of human wants is only incidental, profit comes first. 

In the competition among Capitalists, and their constant effort to increase 
nrofit, they are forced to continually improve the machinery of production. 
This increases the product and, at the same time, decreases the number of 
workers employed. Although this is not a new feature of Capitalism, it has 
recently become so pronounced that unemployment actually increased during 
the greatest period of prosperity the country has ever known. Between the 
vears 1919 and 1929 the workers in America inrceased their average productivity 
fifty percent. This increase in the volume of each worker’s product, through 
improved machinery and the speeding up of labor, results in what is now called 
‘Technological Unemployment.” 


PERMANENCY OF UNEMPLOYMENI 


One of the characteristics of the present crisis is the duration and threatened 
permanency of unemployment. Many workers are now coming to realize that 
even if business could be restored to its former status, the great mass of unem- 
ployed could not be put back to work 

The American workers toust realize that from now on there will be a per- 
manent army of unemployed, running into millions, and that this permanent 
army will become larger and larger. 

The Capitalist system moves through a series of business cycles. There is a 
period of normal operation; a period of break-neck speed: and a period of ex 
pansion and overecapitalization which results again and again in a crash. The 
present world-wide crisis springs from these same causes. In this most dis 
astrous depression the unemployed armies have reached the enormous total of 
thirty millions. 

The palliatives of Capitalism have all failed to solve the problem. Rigid 
economy, unemployment insurance, shorter hours, publie building programs, have 
all proved unsuccessful. The more vulgar schemes of “Buy now,” “Restore con- 
fidence,” and “Spend for Prosperity” campaigns have likewise failed. 

The Capitalist system contains within it an inherent contradiction that will 
cause its downfall. This contradiction is social production and individual appro- 
priation of the products. In social production the product is turned out by large 
numbers of workers, each of whom performs a certain operation upon it. There 
is specialization, cooperation, and scientific planning within the privately owned 
factory. By individual appropriation, this social product, made by the combined 
effort of countless workers, becomes the property of the Capitalist. 

This contradiction cannot be solved through reforms. Only a social revolution, 
introducing social appropriation to take the place of capitalist appropriation of 
the social products, can effect a solution. In other words, the working class must 
abolish capitalist ownership of the means whereby the workers live. The work- 
ing class must take over the political power and centralize all means of produc- 
tion in their own hands, to the end that they will not produce only to starve but 
to enjoy the fruits of their labor. 


SOCIAL PROGRESS 


All social progress is based upon advancement in the methods of wresting from 
nature the things needed to sustain human life and securing the enjoyment 
thereof. All social upheavals and political changes are only expressions of the 
social recognition that new methods of production and distribution require new 
social organization for their promotion and protection. 

Ever since man’s productive ability reached the stage where he could produce 
more than was absolutely necessary for his individual maintenance, some class 
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has taken advantage of this productivity. Through assumed social leadership, 
or “ordained” rulership, these classes have claimed for themselves all surplus 
products. They have surrounded themselves with organized guards—the state, 
the church, the press, etc.—and have wielded these institutions coercively and 
deceptively to maintain themselves in power and uphold their property “rights.” 

Throughout the forward march toward greater productive ability the bene- 
ficiaries of the old system have only given way when the new system had devel- 
oped enough strength to force out the old ruling class, together with their now 
antiquated social organization. Thus the ancient system of chattel slavery was 
replaced by feudalism, and again, in its time, feudalism was superseded by 
capitalism. 

But the capitalist system is no more perpetual than its predecessors. Already 
within its framework there has developed the means of its destruction. As we 
have pointed out, social production has developed into the gigantic machine 
and factory method which, confined within the narrow channels of private 
ownership, is no longer able to function normally. As a result it has developed 
these absurd conditions where producers have no access to the means of pro- 
duction, and where factories must stand idle while willing workers, in ever- 
increasing numbers, walk the streets and starve because they have produced 
too much and have not the means to purchase a portion of their own products. 


THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION 


In opposition to the repressive forces of the imperialist powers, the world’s 
workers must look to the Communist International for guidance in their strug- 
gle to break the yoke of capitalist rule. The Proletarian Party recognizes that, 
despite its errors and the worthlessness of its American section, the Communist 
International is the only organized world force capable of combating the or- 
vanized force of world capitalism. Its militant leadership and its unceasing 
efforts are a source of hope and inspiration to the exploited and oppressed of 
all lands. 

LABOR UNIONS 


The most important section of the American Proletariat is the organized labor 
movement. The Proletarian Party recognizes this fact and urges the workers 
to support the unions, even when they are highly reactionary and in the hands 
of corrupt leaders. To desert the unions is to play into the hands of the capi- 
tulist class. The class-conscious worker remains withim the union and works 
to remove such parasites as have fastened themselves upon the rank and file, 
and to enlighten his fellow unionists as to the real nature of the task confront- 
ing the working class. The Proletarian Party members are part and parcel of 
the labor unions and the Party's policy is in direct harmony with the best inter- 
ests of the working class. Its object is to broaden, encourage, and develop the 
everyday struggle into a political conflict for working class supremacy. To 
this end the Proletarian Party calls upon organized labor to definitely ally itself 
with the organized workers of all other countries under the banner of the 
Red International of Labor Unions. 


GOVERN MENT 


The abolition of the wage system and the ushering in of the communist society 
can be achieved only by the conquest of political power. The State, “the public 
power of coercion,” was instituted in society with the development of property 
und the division of society into classes—property owners and propertiless 
workers. 

Today the State with its repressive machinery (the army, navy, siate militia, 
police, courts, and jails) functions exclusively for the interests of a powerful 
minority, namely, the capitalist class. Congress is but an executive committee 
for carrying out the will of this class. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY FORM 


The present form of the State, parliamentary government, with universal suf- 
frage is the form par excelence for capitalist society. The Proletarian Party 


will nominate, where possible, candidates for all political offices, for the pur- 
pose of using elections as a means of conveying to the masses an understanding 
of the State and its function. The Proletarian Party will use its elected repre- 
sentatives, not merely to keep out representatives of the bourgeoisie but to ex- 
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pose the shallowness, corruption, and fraud of capitalist democracy, from within 
the parliamentary bodies and to hasten the downfall of the capitalist class which 
uses the State as a means to perpetuate its rule. 


THE SOVIET FORM 


The parliamentary form of the State, because of its capitalist nature, cannot 
function for the liberation of the proletariat. A new state form must be set 
up, constituted of the proletariat, the immense majority, organized as ruling 
ciass. In Russia this new state form is the Soviets. It is the dictatorship 
of the proletariat which enables the workers to suppress counter-revolution and 
carry out the socialization of the means of production. The Soviet is the dying 
out form of the State. It is the form that exists only in the transition period 
between capitalism and communism. 

As society becomes classless the State gradually loses its coercive features. 
It will finally disappear and leave in its place an economic administration of 
affairs. Production and distribution will then be carried on, not for the profit 
cf a few but for the well-being of all, for society as a whole—The Communist 
Society. 


COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION 


The most efficient organized force that the workers can wield against their 
oppressors is communist organization. This takes the form of a revolutionary 
political party. It is only through political action that the working class can 
overthrow their oppressors. 

But revolutionary political action is not confined to participating in elections 
and in parliamentary bodies. It embraces all working class action that has for 
its objective the undermining and the overthrow of the capitalist system which 
now retards human progress. 

The revolutionary party of the working class, although distinct from the 
organized labor movement, is an inseparable part thereof. Its task is not a mere 
critical one. It shows by example and active participation in the daily struggle 
the line of demarcation between capital and labor. It must at all times struggle 
to keep the class issue clear and point the revolutionary road of advance. It 
must be capable of visualizing and analyzing concrete situations confronting the 
workers. It must take the necessary steps, in keeping with the prevailing condi 
tions, at every stage in the ripening conflict between capital and labor. 

The revolutionary party of the working class in America, at this time, must 
labor to awaken, marshall and organize the workers into a mighty force to be 
directed against the organized power of the capitalist class. This is the present 
task of the Proletarian Party. It, more than any other working class party, has 
grasped the principles and methods of Communism, and is therefore most able 
to cope with the problems now confronting the American working class. It 
has continually sought to bring within its ranks the already awakened workers 
so that they may become trained and experienced leaders in this struggle. 
Through its agitation and education it has consistetly worked for the develop- 
ment of political consciousness in the masses, to the end that they may become 
the lever for overthrowing the political supremacy of the ruling class 


1}OIN THE PROLETARIAN PARTY 


To all workers conscious of their class interests and conscious of the fact that 
organization is indispensable to working class victory, the Proletarian Party 
makes its appeal. It calls upon these workers to join its ranks and fight in the 
world-wide struggle for the termination of all class rule, for the ending of the 
exploitation of man by man. 

Workers, organize and fight for the rule of your class! Fight for the new so- 
ciety that abolishes poverty amid wealth and establishes well-being and security 
for the masses—for mankind! Fight for the progress of the future and against 
the reaction of the past, for Science and against religious superstition, for the 
plenty your labor produces, and against capitalist misery and starvation, for 
working class freedom and against capitalist slavery, for Communist planning 
and against capitalist anarchy! Workers, unite! Organize! Join the Prole- 
tarian Party! 

PROLETARIAN PARTY OF AMERICA, 
£409 West North Avenue, Chicago, Tl. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Nowak, were you ever a member of the Prole- 
tarian Party 4 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitutional] 
grounds as provided in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I show you a copy of the Proletarian, issue of 
November 1929. On the inside front cover it is recorded that the 
Proletarian is the official organ of the Proletarian Party of America. 
Page 2 of the issue—if you will turn to itis devoted to party notes, 
and in the first column mention is made of a series of lectures. It is 
reported that Comrade Stanley Nowak lectured on October 27, and 
his subject was the history of bolshevism. 

Mr. Nowak. What date it that / 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou examine it? It is right in front of you. 
It isthe issue, [ think, of November 1929. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
for the same reason that I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does “Comrade Stanley Nowak” apply to you? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make a lecture on October 27, 1929, on the 
subject, of the history of bolshevism, as stated in the party notes of 
that issue of the Proletarian ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
and on the same grounds as I declined other questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 30.” 

Mr. Woon. Let it be introduced. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 3 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the document again, please ¢ On 
the right-hand side of the page you will find the beginning of an 
article entitled “Russia From 1905 to 1917” by Stanley Nowak. Does 
that refer to you? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you write an article on Russia from 1905 to 
1917? . 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same ground as 
I declined others. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you W rite the article appearing in the No 
vernber issue of 1929? 

Mr. Nowaks I answered the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your answer / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Under the heading “Party notes” in the July 30 
issue of the Proletarian, mention is made of Comrade Novak, 
N-o-y-a-k, according to the spelling appearing there, and others ad- 
dressed a large meeting of unemployed in the Polish district of the 
Northwest Side in Chicago. Were vou in Chicago in 1950? 

Mr. Nowak. I testified that I was in Chicago in 1930. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that article refer to you / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
that I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you address a large meeting of unemployed in 
Northwest Side Chicago in July 19307 


ss 


) 
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Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
and same grounds as I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 31.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 31 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Under the same title of “Party Notes” in the August 
1930 issue of The Proletarian, mention is made that Comrade S. No- 
vak—and the spelling again is N-o-v-a-k—spoke at two meetings in 
Dowagiac, Mich. Will you examine the article, please, and state 
whether or not you did appear and speak at two meetings in Dowagiace, 
Mich. / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on, the same constitu 
tional grounds and for the same reasons I refused to answer previous 
questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. | offer the document in evidence and ask it be 
marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 32.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be admitted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 32” and 
received in evidence.) 

Mr. TaveNner. Under the heading “Party Notes” in the June 1951 
issue, mention is made that Comrade Stanley Novak—— again the spell- 
ing is N-o-v-a-k—delivered a series of four lectures on the progress 
of the Soviet Union, at the Detroit he adqu: irters located at 2036 Wood 
Wi ard Avenue. Dik | you de liver a series of four lectures as re porte -d in 
that issue of The Proletarian / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same constitu 
tional grounds and for the same reasons that I declined previous ques 
tions. 

Mr. TavenneR. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 33.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be admitted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 33” and 
received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. The Proletarian News. successor to The Proletarian, 
issue of Janu: ary 7, 1932, under the title “Proletarian Party Activi- 
ties,” page 6, mentions that Comrade Novak—the spelling again is 
N-0-V-a- k—w: aus in Boston and several meetings were hel l, and that the 
Boston Loc: il Was looking forw: ara to his return. Did you speak ata 
meeting in Boston as re ported by The Proletarian News / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
and for the same reasons as I declined to answer previous questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence and ask it be 
marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 34.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be introduced. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 34 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. The February 15, 1952, issue of the Proletarian 
News at page 8 mentions that Comrade Stanley Novak—the spellfng 
is N-o-v-a-k—addressed a meeting in Cleveland on Janu: iry 26 on the 
subject of Russia Today. Did you make the speech referred to? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
for the same reasons. 
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Mr. Tavennenr. I offer the document in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Exhibit No. 35.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 35” 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I have before me an article entitled, “Religion, 
Science and Social Progress,” in the July 1929 issue of the Proletarian. 
I wish you would examine this article which I am now handing you. 
Will you take it, please, and examine it, because I want to base a 
question on it. 

In that article, did you say that religion is a social phenomena, sub- 
ject to the economic conditions of society and their relation to nature; 
that it could originate only at a certain stage of historical develop- 
ment and will disappear when those conditions that brought it into 
being are no more? Did you write that article containing that lan- 
guage? 

Mr. Nowak. I certainly have a right to express my opinion to write 
or to study a religious question or philosophical question. That privi- 
lege, have. That privilege I reserve. I made studies of religion and 
a study of philosophy. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Ta. . But did you write that article? 

Mr. Nowak. That question I decline to answer on constitutional 
grounds. It is my privilege to write if I want to as provided in the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 36.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 36” 
and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavennenr. I will refer to the Proletarian, the issue of March 
1931, which reports from South Bend, Ind., that Comrade Stanley 
Nowak spoke at the Workman’s Circle Hall on Monday, February 23, 
on Russia’s Challenge to Capitalism. Will you examine the issue of 
the Proletarian, please, and state whether or not you spoke at that 
time and on the occasion mentioned on the subject of Russia’s Chal- 
lenge to Capitalism. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as I stated, and on the same constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 37.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 37” 
and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. The Proletarian News of March 1, 1932, under a 
Detroit dateline—which is the same as Nowak exhibit No. 37—reports 
as follows: After stating that Comrade Stanley Nowak spoke on Mor.- 
day, February 23, as referred to just a few moments ago, there is 
stated : 

Before an audience of S00 people at the Proletarian Forum, held at Northern 
High School in Detroit, February 7, 1932, Comrade Stanley Novak spoke on 
Europe at the Crossroads—Communism or Fascism. 

Did you make such an address at the Northern High School 
Detroit ? 
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Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
and for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I turn now to the March 15, 1932, issue of the 
Proletarian News, in which there is stated, in black type, on the sub- 
ject of Comrade Novak—N-o-v-a-k—reports on recent tour, the fol- 
lowing language which is quoted: 

I have been making speaking trips for the Proletarian Party, a party organ- 
ized to ad- 
and that is the end of the line, and apparently a line is left out, so I 
will read it just as it appears here with the line left out and I will begin 
again: 

I have been making speaking trips for the Proletarian Party (a party or- 
ganized to ad-communism of the Third Internationale dedicated to overthrow 
of all but Soviet governments) for the last 3 years but the one I have just com- 
pleted was the iongest one I have made, and the most fruitful for the party. 

I hand you the document and ask you to examine it and state whether 
or not you were correctly quoted. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
and on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long a speaking trip did you make for the 
advancement of the Proletarian Party? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds, 
for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer this document in evidence and asked that 
it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 37.” 

Mr. Woop. It has been so received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 37” and 
received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Warrer. What is that date? 

Mr. Tavenner. March 15, 1982. 

In 1932, according to the statement you made at the beginning of 
your interrogation, you were in Detroit unemployed. Now, as a 
matter of fact, you were not unemployed during the entire period of 
1931 to 1934, were you? In 1934 you were engaged in the work of 
organizing for the Proletarian Party; isn’t that true? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you were not correct in your statement that 
you were unemployed from 1931 to 1934? 

Mr. Nowak. I was corrrect that I was unemployed. I received no 
pay during that period. I was not employed by anybody. 

Mr. Tavenner. You received no compensation of any character for 
any services that you rendered during that period ? 

Mr. Nowak. I was not employed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you draw a distinction between being employed 
and working as an organizer ? 

Mr. Nowak. Don’t you? 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I am glad you recognize the difference. 

Did you receive pay as an organizer for the Proletarian Party 
between 1931 and 1934? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, let us return, for a moment, to the period of 
time in 1951 after your alleged return from Poland when you were 
making speeches around to various cities. You said you were not paid 
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by any foreign government or power. Were you paid through the 
Polonia Society of the International Workers’ Order? Weren’t you 
paid a weekly salary and your expenses for doing that very work ¢ 

Mr. Crockxerr. Counsel, isn’t the International Workers’ Order 
listed in this book? I believe it is. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you on June 13, 1958, a member of the Pro- 
letarian Party ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
as I stated before as stipulated in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You told us at an earlier point in your testimony 
that you were the organizer of the West Side local 174 from 1937 
until 1939, and you enumerated several of the plants that came within 
the jurisdiction of that local. One of them was Ternstedt. Will you 
tell us the circumstances under which you became employed as an 
organizer for the West Side local 174? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, first I was hired by Mr. Homer Martin to work 
for the International of the UAW. Later on, on the suggestion of 
Walter Reuther, the executive council—I believe they called it—the 
legislative body of local 174 hired me to work as an organizer for 
that local. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any other group of individuals have any part 
to play in your being employed at local 174? 

Mr. Nowak. I couldn't conceive of any other group because the only 
people who were in authority was the council of the local. It is the 
only legislative body, and the president of that local who was Walter 
Reuther. No one else could employ me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever employed independently at Tern- 
stedt in a capacity other than as organizer / 

Mr. Nowak. No; I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you say that your work as organizer was 
located at Ternstedt ? 

Mr. Nowak. Principally at Ternstedt. 

Mr. Tavenner. Principally ? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of the Ternstedt 
Flash, issued by the educational committee of stewards council, Tern- 
stedt division, West Side Local No. 174, UAW, and ask you if you 
wrote the article appearing there entitled “To the Workers of Tern- 
stedt”? 

Mr. Nowak. To the best of my knowledge, it appears like an article 
that I have written for that publication. 

Mr. Tavenner. I| desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 38.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Nowak Exhibit No. 38” 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Senator Nowak, William O*’Dell Nowell testified 
before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities on November 
50,1939. He stated as follows: 

I met Nowak casually before he joined the Communist Party. In fact, he 
joined the Communist Party in 1935. I was present at his initiation at a banquet 
during which he was initiated by William Weinstone. He was subsequently 
associated with him in Communist Party activities in Detroit. 
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Now, will you state whether that is true or false insofar as it refers 
to you? 

{r. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the constitutional 
grounds and as stipulated in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TavennerR. Were you initiated into membership in the Com- 
munist Party by William Weinstone / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason 
and on the same grounds. 

Mr. TavennerR. Were you initiated into the Communist Party in 
1935 ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
and on the same constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know William Weinstone ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
und on the same constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would like Investigator Jackson 
Jones to present, before the committee, an individual whom I will be 
content at the present with calling Mr. X. 

(Whereupon Mr. Casimir Rataj was brought forward. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Nowak, are you acquainted with the person who 
is now standing in front of you and facing you whom I referred to as 
Mr. X? 

Mr. Nowak. May I ask whothis man is? What is his name? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will it be of any assistance to you in identifying 
him if I tell you his name is Mr. Casimir Rataj ? 

Mr. Nowak. I do not recollect the name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever seen him before to your knowledge 
even 1f you do not remember his name ? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question relying on the pro 
visions in the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean to state that the basis for your refusal 
to answer it is that to admit that you know the identity of this indi- 
vidual might subject you to criminal prosecution? Is that the basis 
of your reply ? 

Mr. Nowak. This individual apparently is one of those professional 
informers that can be called at any time to testify. I don’t know what 
he will say, and therefore I call upon my constitutional rights at this 
moment, 

Mr. Jackson. I think the record should show that so far as 98 per- 
cent of the American people are concerned, the so-called informers are 
In very, very excellent standing and are rendering a great service to the 
United States of America. 

Mr. Nowak. That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. Jackson. Very definitely. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. In the ranks of labor, every informer is looked 
down upon. 

Mr. Woop. You branded this party as an informer. How do you 
know that? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, the fact that vou bring this individual here—— 

Mr. Woop. Have you heard him open his mouth ? 

Mr. Nowak. No, but the mere fact that you bring him and you con 
front me 

Mr. Woop. But you, under oath, say he is an informer. Now you 
either know that or 
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Mr. Nowak. No. I said he might be. 

Mr. Woop. Now wait a minute. You either know that or you have 
sworn falsely. Which is it? 

Mr. Crocxerr. I beg your pardon, Mr. Chairman. The witress 
did not say that this individual is an informer. 

Mr. Woop. He said it, and you know he said it. 

Mr. Crocxerr. Let us have the record read, then. 

Mr. Woop. Don’t argue about that. 

Mr. Crockett. He said that he suspected that he was 

Mr. Woop. I am not going to let you put words in the record that 
the witness hasn’t put in the record himself. The witness said, “This 
man is an informer, and I don’t know what he will say when he gets 
on the witness stand.” 

Mr. Crocxerr. He said he might be. 

Mr. Woop. That statement is true or false. If you know, how do 
you know it ? 

Mr. Nowak. I said he might be. 

Mr. Woon. No; you did not. You said he was an informer. You 
don’t know that, do you? 

Mr. Nowak. I don’t know who he is. 

Mr. Woop. Well, if you did say he was an informer, you swore 
falsely, didn’t you? 

Mr. Nowak. I didn’t say that. I said he might be. Bringing him 
under such a dramatic situation as vou do creates all kinds of sus- 
picion. And, for that reason, I decline to make any specific answer. 

Mr. Woop. You do know that man, don’t you? Let us be honest 
for once in our lives. What do you say about that? You do know 
the man, don’t you 4 

Mr. Nowak. Mr. Chairman, I am honest. 

Mr. Woop. All right. Then tell me whether you know him or not. 

Mr. Nowak. But I cannot under the circumstances answer the ques 
tion because I may lay myself open to some charges. 

Mr. Woop. Well, you know as well as I know that the answer to 
that question isn’t going to lay you open to any charges. 

Mr. Nowak. How do I know? The mere fact what happened here 
is a good indication. How do I know what you people are planning? 

Mr. Jackson. If you don’t know this gentleman—and I make the 
distinction between that and informer—would you incriminate your- 
self if you said you didn’t know him? 

Mr. Nowak. My attorney informs me that it is a legal question, 
and, therefore, I, as a layman——— 

Mr. Jackson. In other words, you can’t say that you don’t know 
this man because in doing so you might jeopardize yourself? 

Mr. Nowak. I didn’t say that at all. 

Mr. Jackson. No: I said that. 

Mr. Nowak. I know you did, but I didn’t. 

Mr. Jackson. I said it, and I think that fact is self-evident. 

Mr. Nowak. No, it is not. 

Mr. Jackson. You were asked if you knew this gentleman, and 
you say, “No, I don’t know him.” 

Mr. Nowak. No, I just refused to answer the question. 

Mr. Jackson. That is quite apparent. 

Mr. Nowak. Sure. 
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Mr. Wavrer. Well, nothing this witness or any witness could say 
would more eloquently brand you for what you are than what you 
have done here today. 

Mr. Nowak. That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. Woop. Anything further? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

You stated you did not know the individual. Possibly I can re 
fresh your recollection about circumstances under which you may 
have met him. 

Mr. Woop. I didn’t understand the witness to say that he didn’t 
know him. 

Mr. TAavenNeER. I so understood him a few moments ago. I under- 
stood him to say he didn’t know him. 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall attending a meeting in the basement 
of the Finnish Hall at 5969 Fourteenth Street in August of 1937 ¢ 

Mr. Nowan. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
and for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall Mr. William Weinstone discussing 
with you your reluctance to openly avow your Communist Party 
membership / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reason 
and on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall on the occasion I mentioned a dis- 
cussion in which Mr. Boleslaw Gebert entered into with regard to 
your participation in Communist Party work ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question for the same reasons 
on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Mr. Gebert? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
and for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowak. I have answered that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your answer? 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. Nowak. I decline to answer that question for the same con- 
stitutional reasons that I have mentioned, as provided in the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter / 

Mr. Watrter. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woon. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused from further attendance? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woon. It is so ordered. 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call to the stand Mr. Casimir Rataj. 
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Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Rarag. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF CASIMIR RATAJ 


Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel here, Mr. Rataj / 

Mr. Rartas. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Raras. Not necessarily. 

Mr. Woop. If you do at any time during your examination, you are 
at liberty to make that fact known and procure counsel. 

Mr. Raras. I have nothing to hide, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mr. Rarays. Casimir Rataj. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name, please ¢ 

Mr. Raras. R-a-t-a-j. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Raras. Poland, March 28, 1902. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are youa oe ac d American ¢ “itize n? 

Mr. Raras. Declaration papers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live? 

Mr. Raras. Marine City. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Marine City? 

Mr. Rarags. I believe about 6 years now. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your voice just a little? We cannot hear 
you up here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever live in Hamtramck ? 

Mr. Raras. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Raras. I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time were you a member? 

Mr. Raras. I believe from the fall of 1936 to the spring of 1938. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become a member of the Communist Party 
at the instance of a non-Communist, a person who was not a member 
of the Communist Party? Did you become a member of the Com- 
munist Party at the suggestion of a person who was not a member? 

Mr. Raras. No, 

Mr. TavenNnER. How did you become a member of the party ? 

Mr. Raray. I was signed by a Communist Party apes Richard 
McMahon. 

Mr. Tavenner. Richard McMahon ? 

Mr. Ratas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And he wasa member of the party / 

Mr. Ratas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Woop. How do you spell that name? 

Mr. Ratas. M-c M-a-h-o-n. 

Mr. TAvENNER. How did you happen to get out of the a 

Mr. Ratas. I was president of the Hamtrame k WPA Workers, a 


Hamtramek local of the WPA workers, in which Richard McMahon 
was a business agent of Wayne County, WPA Union. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, how did you happen to leave the party ? 

Mr. Ratas. Well, 1 was kicked out, beat up. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were kicked out ? 

Mr. Raras. They found out after a while what I really was in there 
for. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why were you in the party ? 

Mr. Ratras. To get some information. 

Mr. Tavenner. And when they found that out, they kicked you 
out of the party / 

Mr. Raras. They beat me out—they threw me out. 

Mr. Porrer. Who were you getting the information for / 

Mr. Raras. The gentleman is deceased at the present. He is de- 
ceased. It was John Matkowski. He was president of PRCU, presi 
dent of the Political Club, and also a member of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the president of this club of the section 
of the Communist Party that you were assigned to 4 

Mr. Raras. George Kristalsky. He was the chairman of the see 
tion. 

Mr. Taverner. Did Mr. Kristalsky invite you to attend a meeting 
of functionaries of the party with him ? 

Mr. Raras. Oh, yes; on many occasions. 

Mr. Tavenner. On many occasions / 

Mr. Raras. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you see the gentleman on the witness chair 
occupying the same position you now occupy when I brought you here 
and referred to you as Mr. X? 

Mr. Ratras. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever seen him before ? 

Mr. Ratas. I saw him when he had a corner here on Michigan Ave 
nue preaching the Proletarian Party. That would be around 1926 or 
1927. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you see him at any time after that / 

Mr. Raras. I saw him several times, but later my father forbade me 
to see him any more, or attend any of his meetings, and [ lost contact 
until after the UAW started organizing and he came here to Detroit. 
And the first time | met him was when they organized—Stanley 
Nowak and Mary Zuck was organizing the cigar factory workers on 
Forest and Grandy. 

Mr. Taverner. Did you meet him at any time ina meeting with Mr. 
George Kristalsky 

Mr. Raras. No. You mean when they were at the same meeting / 

Mr. Tavenner. At the same meeting. 

Mr. Raras. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind of a meeting was that / 

Mr. Raras. Well, it was a membership meeting, what I understood, 
only, as [I say, just party big brass was supposed to attend. 

Mr. Porrer. What party ¢ 

Mr. Raras. Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was this meeting held? 

Mr. Raras. At the Finnish Hall on the Fourteenth Street in a base 
ment. At that time and at that meeting the visitor was Foster. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mr. Nowak there / 

Mr. Raras. He was. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember any conversation that took place 
with regard to Mr. Nowak? 

Mr. Raras. Well, with regards to Mr. Nowak, he was questioned 
how the membership on the West Side local, or in particular, Ternstedt 
was progressing and he said, “They are going fine.” Well, then Wein- 
stone asked him, he said, “Why haven’t we got any applications from 
you?” His answer was: He don’t subscribe members because he has 
other people in there which do the work and he don’t want to come 
out in the open. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Weinstone asked him why he had no subscrip- 
tions ¢ 

Mr. Ratrays. That’s right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And he said he had other people doing the work 
because he did not want to do it openly himself ¢ 

Mr. Rartas. That’s right. Then that’s when Weinstone quit. Geb- 
ert jumped up and he said, “There you are. There’s a member of the 
party.” He didn’t mention what party. But he said, “party member.” 
He said, “There you are. That’s the way he works. We put him on 
the job and he lets us down. He is ashamed of us.” 

Mr. Tavenner. That is what Boleslaw Gebert said? 

Mr. Ravas. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What year did this meeting take place? 

Mr. Raras. In 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember the month ? 

Mr. Ratras. In August. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why the witness shouldn’t be excused 
from further attendance ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is so ordered. 

The committee appreciates very much your coming here, and you 
will be excused, 

(The witness was excused. ) 

The committee will stand in recess until 10 o’clock in the morning. 

( sfagenay: sa at 5:15 p. m., the committee was recessed to reconvene 
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, March 11, 1952. 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 1952 


Unrrep Srares House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
. CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Detroit, Mich. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met 
pursuant to call at 10:05 a. m., in room 740, Federal Building, Detroit. 
Mich., Hon. John S. Wood (chairman), presiding. 

Committee members present : Representatives John S. Wood, Fran- 
cis E. Walter, Donald i. Jackson, and Charles E. Potter. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., assistant counsel; John W. Carrington, clerk; and 
Donald T. Appell and Jackson Jones, investigators. 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order, please. 

Mr. Counsel, are you ready to proceed ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. I will be in just one moment. I am ready, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Who will you call as your first witness / 

Mr. Tavenner. The first witness will be Lee Romano. 

Mr. Woop. Is Mr. Romano present ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. Will you be sworn? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF ELESIO (“LEE”) ROMANO 


Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel, Mr. Romano? 

Mr. Romano. No, I do not believe I need counsel, sir, because I am 
going to tell the truth. 

Mr. Woop. If, during the course of your interrogation, you deter- 
mine that you do need counsel, you are at liberty to select whoever 
you desire. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Lee Romano? 

Mr. Romano. My official name is Elesio Romano, but I am known 
by the name of “Lee” Romano. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your first name ? 

Mr. Romano. E-]-e-s-i-o. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 
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Mr. Romano. I was born on October 28, 1912, in the Province of 
Udine, Italy. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the United States? 

Mr. Romano. I came to the United States in 1920. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen / 

Mr. Romano. Yes, I was naturalized through my father’s papers, 
and I took out my own papers in 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that done in Detroit / 

Mr. Romano. Originally it was done in New Haven, Conn., in 1928. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit / 

Mr. Romano. I do. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long have you lived in Detroit ¢ 

Mr. Romano. I have lived in Detroit since January 1, 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your educational background has been ? 

Mr. Romano. I went through grammar school, the Prince Street 
School in New Haven, Conn., and went to New Haven High School for 
t years and completed that and went to New Haven ¢ ‘ollege, 2 years 
at night. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the conmittee, please, what your oceu- 
pational background has been since vou came to Detroit ¢ 

Mr. Romano. When I came to Detroit, I started working for the 
Ford Motor Co. and I worked for the Ford Motor Co. until I was 
elected to the office of vice president of local 600 in 1948. I served 
2 years as vice president of local 600 in 1948 and 1949, through April 
or May of 1950. Then I went on the payroll of the Amalgamated 
Clothing sical of America in June, approximately June of 1951. 

Now, I am since last July, employed by the UAW-CIO, and I am 
an international representative working out of region 1-A, Joe 
MeCloskey’s oflice. 

Mr. Tavenner. Since the vear 1948, vou have held various impor 
tant positions in connection with the union ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. In 1941, I was elected recording secretary 
of the pressed steel unit. Then I was elected to the bargaining com 
mittee and I became president of the pressed steel unit and held that 
office for 2 years. Then I became vice president of local 600. 

Mr. ‘TAvenner. What was the date sage you became vice presi- 
dent? I believe you have already told us, but I do not have it. 

Mr. Romano. I think the election that year was very long and 
drawn out. 1 think I took office around August 9, 1 think it was, 
somewhere around there, the latter part of July or the early part of 
August. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1948? 

Mr. Romano. 1948; ves. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Taft-Hartley Act went into effect in June of 
ID47, 

Mr. Romano. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. If vou became an official on August 9, 1948, were 
you required to sign a non-Communist affidavit for the position that 
vou held at that time? 

Mr. Romano. In 1949, we signed the affidavit, when the local union 
held an election on whether or not we were to sign the affidavits and 
the local union voted in favor of having the officers sign the affidavit. 
We signed it the early part of 1949. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us more definitely when that action 
was taken by your local? 

Mr. Romano. It was in the early part of 1949, I think January. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Prior to that time, the non-Communist affidavits 
had not been signed by the members of the CIO? 

Mr. Romano. No, not in local 600 at least. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romano. are you at this time a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
1949 when you signed the non-Communist affidavit ? 

Mr. Romano. Definitely not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had yofi at any time prior to that been a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I was a member of the Communist Party from 
the early part of 1942 through the early part of 1946. 

Mr. TavEnNNeEr. So, for a period from 1942 to 1946, you were a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee would be interested in knowing how 
you were recruited into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Romano. First of all, I would like to say this: That if you will 
permit me, I came here with the sole purpose, since I was called by 
the United States Government, to tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. My only scope in coming here is, that if I can 
convince one of my fellow workers from my experience in the party, 
I will have accomplished my mission. If I can convince a hundred 
of them, my mission will be accomplished 100 fold. 

I didn’t come here to whitewash my past, or ask for any clemency 
from this body or the American people. The only reason I came be- 
fore this body is to tell the truth. 

In my opinion, I am more or less of an idealist. Naturally, by my 
background, it had a little to do with the question of my becoming a 
Communist. I can remember, and it is indelibly inscribed in my 
memory, the depression, and another thing that took place during 
that period, such as bread lines, the bonus march, and one thing and 
another, where I could still remember seeing people on the bread lines 
with their heads bowed because of the fact they had lost their pride, 
because when I looked into their eves they seemed to be with no past. 
no future, and no present. 

Also, I came in contact at that time with some fellows who fought 
in World War I, and who were asking for a little bit of the promise 
that was made to them. Of course, as we all know, the administra- 
tion in Washington at that time didn’t see fit to grant them what they 
were entitled to. All these things played an important part in this 
psychological make-up. Naturally, we saw the administration at 
that particular time being replaced by an administration which pulled 
the people, so to speak, by their bootstraps out of the depression and 
we all know the only thing we had to fear then was fear itself. 

Following that, I could see that a lot could be done in terms of re- 
solving the social and economic problems of our way of life, and when 
I came to Detroit, naturally, later on, I became interested in the Ford 
organization. You can imagine the feeling one has, especially when 
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even Harry Bennett claims what the conditions were at Ford, in his 
own book. 

The conditions were no doubt terrible. And certainly it had an 
effect when we felt that we had the opportunity to give the people 
in the shop a little more of the better things of life and a little more 
human dignity. That played an important part at that time. 

I didn’t join the party at that time, because of one thing, and that 
was because of the Community Party of America being definitely 
anti-American, and certainly the 8 years in grammar school and 6 
more years of schooling, certainly left its imprint insofar as my love 
for America was concerned. 

Later on, after June 22, 1941, when Hitler attacked Russia and 
everything and after Pear! Harbor. I saw that the question of the 
Communist Party being an enemy of America, was more or less wiped 
out. Being as green as a pepper, so to speak, as far as political science 
was concerned, I joined the party, let us put it that way, in good faith. 
The people that were responsible, more or less for my joining the 
party—not that they put pressure on me in any way, shape, or form, 
were John Gallo a Roy Wilson. As far as I was concerned, I 
more or less fell in love with the slogans that they peddled at that 
time, such as freedom, brotherhood, democracy, peace, security, human 
dignity, and all the rest that are part of the Communist Party every- 
day slogans. 

However, after a period of time, approximately 2 years or for a 
period of 2 years, I was very active, especially within the pressed-steel 
unit cell in terms of putting these things into effect. 

As time went on, and after a period of 2 years, a certain incident 
happened which in my mind began to raise questions insofar as the 
honesty and sincerity of the party, in reference to the workers of 
America. From that time on, I began to question every policy that 
the Communist Party made. I found that instead of working toward 
resolving the needs of the working people of America, they were more 
interested in helping—more interested in exploiting the grievances of 
the people of America for the benefit of the foreign policy of the 
Soviet Union. 

I also found out they were men without principle and loyalty, only, 
of course, to Russia. I want to make this very clear as far as I am 
concerned, that since after my first 2 years in the party, I began to 
read up avariciously the books on politic al science, 

Only until about 6 months before I left the party did I begin to 
find ‘out the real hoax that the Communist Party is trying to perpe- 
trate, not only among the working people of America, but among 
working people throughout the world. I found out it was not a pro- 
gressive movement. It was not a liberal movement. It was not a left 
movement, not definitely a Socialist movement, but it was a totali- 
tarian movement, more so beyond the wildest dreams that Hitler ever 
dreamed, because the human equation was eliminated. People were 
to become only slaves, rather than human beings. 

In my opinion, it was retrogression back to the medieval ages where 
people would be reduce ed to the status of horses, cows, and jackasses. 
Never during my time in the party did they criticize the Soviet Union. 
They used the union movement, the labor movement in America, as 
a cover up for their real activities in America, namely, to gain power 
in order to use it for the benefit of Soviet policies. 
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I left the party in 1945. After the CPA days, I definitely began to 
skip meetings and didn’t show too much enthusiasm for it. A Miss 
Gannett from New York happened to be in town at that particular 
time. I was called before her—— 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. That is Betty Gannett ? 

Mr. Romano. That is right. She asked me questions as to why I 
wasn’t as active as I was in the previous years. In order to more or 
less get the thing over with, I promised that I would attend meetings 
in the future, but my heart more or less was not in this party. 

After the middle of 1945, I made up my decision to leave the party, 
but the question was, would I leave the party as others had left it, and 
start out for myself, or should I stay in the party as long as possible 
in order to bore from within and destroy the Frankenstein I had 
helped to create. I did just that. I was able to destroy the cell in the 
pressed steel unit over a period of 6 months. 

Incidentally, in 1946, I was asked to come to a meeting downtown 
because Car] Winter and the rest of them wanted to talk to me. I 
told them that if I could make it, I would. My mind was already 
made up, and the next morning I was contacted and told that the 
party had placed me on a 6 months’ probation. They told me, “Lee, 
don’t worry about anything; we'll cooperate with you. As far as we 
are concerned, the only reason we are putting you on probation is be- 
cause of the fact we feel you are a pris guy, and you have a lot on the 
ball, and so forth, and so forth.” 

They said, “We feel that you need a little shaking up, so to speak.” 
That is all I needed. Then we really started in earnest, disorganiz- 
ing the cell in the pressed steel unit and from that time on, after the 6- 
months period was over, they contacted me again and asked me to 
join the party. I told them, definitely, “No.” They said, “You know 
what that means?” I said, “What does it mean?” They said, “It 
will mean the party out here will be fighting you.” I said, “If that’s 
the case, two can play at the same game. If you guys don’t give me 
no quarters, I'll certainly give you no quarter.” 

That’s the way it stood from “46 on. From “46 on, I became pub- 
lic enemy No. 1 in the Communist Party in local 600. 

Mr. Tavenner. I suppose from your experience you found it took 
quite a bit more courage to get out of the Communist Party than it 
did to get into it, in the first instance. 

Mr. Romano. It certainly was, because of the fact that I received 
threatening ‘phone calls, and at every opportunity, whether I was in 
the building or pressed steel unit or plant, or in general council meet- 
ings, I was taken over the coals by the party as a company stooge, 
and so forth. I underwent a terrific amount of character vilification, 
and so forth, of which the party is very well able to do a terrific job. 
I am pretty sure everybody recognizes that in the labor movement. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is just as true today, when you appear before 
this committee ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. As it did when you took your action to break with 
the party back in 1946, is that not true ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I expect that from here on, the tempo will be 
stepped up, no question about it. I have made up my mind regard- 
less of what happened, to tell the truth even, I might also say, when 
on one occasion when they felt they couldn’t bring me in line, they even 
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called up my wife and threatened her over the ‘phone unless I kept 
my mouth shut. That didn’t deter me in any way, shape, or form, 
because the records of local 600 will prove that my position has been 
consistent since the early part of 1946, insofar as the party is con- 
cerned. 

I never cooperated with anyone who has aided and abetted the 
Communist Party in any way, shape, or form from that time on. 

Mr, Tavenner. Going back to the cell in the pressed steel unit, 
is that the cell or unit of the party to which you were assigned when 
you first became a member ? 

Mr. Romano. When I first became a member, I entered the mem- 
bership of the Communist Party in this manner: I was told to join the 
IWO, and I joined that in the latter part of 1941, the IWO, which is a 
Communist-front organization, beyond a question of doubt, in the 
same way as the Boy Scouts of America might be called an American- 
front organization, which promotes the best interests of the United 
States on the one hand, the IWO promotes the best interests of the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. What reason was assigned to you for your joining 
the LWO, if any ¢ 2 

Mr. Romano. The only thing I could gather was they wanted pos 
sibly to have me feel my oats to see whether I was the proper type of 
person to join the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it in a sense a part of your education and 
orientation in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. That is what I feel it was, yes, and from there I 
started attending YCL meetings all over town. 

Mr. Tavenner. By “YCL” you mean Young Communist League 
ineetings # 

Mr. Romano. Yes. Without signing any cards, making any pledges 
or anything, I went to the meetings. I was invited to the meetings 
and then I joined the Communist Party and I started to attend Com- 
munist Party meetings in the early part of 1942, without signing any 
pledge or without signing any cards. I don’t know whether that was 
the regular procedure. The only time I remember getting a card was 
in 1943, after I had been in the thing a year. I don’t know whether 
it was because of the fact of the honeymoon had already started that 
they didn’t go through the proper procedure. I don’t know and 
1 never actually signed a card or made any pledge or so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who issued the card to you? 

Mr. Romano. Well, the card came through from the central office 
downtown. It came through to the party cell and the membership 
director issued the card. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the membership director ? 

Mr. Romano. The membership director of the pressed-steel unit at 
that. time, in 1942 when we met on the west side of Junction and 
Michigan Avenue, was Dave Averill. 

Mr. Tavenner. I might say, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Averill has bee: 
subpenaed as a witness and ise xpected to testify. 

Mr. Romano. I might also say that he definitely quit the party in 
1945, 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the chairman of the party at the time? 
Chairman of the pressed-steel unit when you first joined the party? 

Mr, Romano. You mean the chairman of the party ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. No; the chairman of the cell or unit. 

Mr. Romano. When we first joined the cell, 1 might say this: That 
there were approximately four members in the pressed steel prior to 
the time that I joined, that I knew of, and at first we didn’t have any 
chairman. We had Mrs. Ann Beiswenger running some of the 
meetings. 

First of all, Billy Allan was running some of the meetings prior to 
the time he went into the Army, and then Mrs. Beiswenger. We didn't 
actually organize the thing on an efficient basis until the latter part of 
i942. It was on a haphazard basis. 

I would like to bring out this point at this time: That prior to the 
organization at Ford’s, for which the Communist Party takes the only 
and the major credit for, which is a hoax just like most of the things 
that are involved with the party—and that is this: That had the party 
a strong organization it would have organized Ford long before 1941. 
I don’t believe in my mind they had more than 50 or 60 members in 
the Communist Party in the Rouge plant at this particular time. 
They might have had a lot of fellow travelers, but not too many party 
members, and only half of those involved open organizational drives 
as volunteer organizers. 

That handful might be compared to approximately the 2,000 organ- 
izers in the plant which were credited with the voluntary organizer 
credentials at that time. So you see they built up their propaganda 
machine on the basis that they were the ones responsible for it. If any 
one group or any one man is responsible for organization at Ford’s, tt 
was Henry Ford himself, by maintaining the conditions that he main 
tained during the period of his rise as a motor magnet. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the maximum number at the time of the 
organization of the union in Ford ¢ 

Mr. Romano. I would say around 50 or 60 on the over-all plant 
basis, and only 4 in the pressed steel meetings that I know of. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then in 1946, you left the party. What is your 
best judgment as to the number of Communist Party members in, let 
us say first, the pressed steel unit when you left the party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. As far as pressed steel was concerned, there were 
approximately, when I left, about, I should say, 25 members, but the 
peak was a year prior to that when they had around 37 members. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you in a position to form a reasonably accu 
rate opinion as to the number of Communist Party members in Ford, 
when you left the party in 1946 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I would say there was about 400 members at 
that particular time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, returning for a few minutes to the unit of 
pressed steel, can you tell the committee just the role that the Com- 
munist Party plaved in the functioning of your unit in pressed steel. 
First, I think the committee may properly understand that the 
pressed-steel unit is just a branch of the Ford industry. 

Mr. Romano. Yes; there are 16 units in the Ford Rouge plant, and 
the pressed steel is one of them. There were approximately, during 
the war, approximately 5,000 to 6,000 people who worked in that par- 
ticular unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the general character of the work of that 
unit ¢ 
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Mr. Romano. The general character of the work of that unit is 
pressed stampings and making bodies, the roof tops, fenders, and 
welding them together prior to going to the assembly lines to be 
painted and so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us, please, just what role the Com- 
munist Party played, if you will, in the functions of the pressed steel] 
unit of your unit ? 

Mr. Romano. When we were organized on an efficient basis in the 
latter part of 1942, the cell would meet approximately every 2 or 3 
weeks and discuss matters pertinent first of all, on the agenda to the 
party functions. That was No. 1. Discussion on decisions that were 
handed down from the top echelon of the party, and of course without 
these decisions—these decisions came down, of course, without previous 
consultation with the rank and file. 

It was democracy in reverse, so to speak. We went through the robot 
actions of passing on these decisions. Anyone, of course, who de- 
viated from the policy was called a deviationist and it was more or 
less of a mortal sin to even question the policies from up on top. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was democratic centralism ? 

Mr. Romano. They called it centralized democracy, is the word 
for it; centralized democracy. Then we discussed, of course, the press 
drive, the question of obtaining subscriptions to the Daily Worker. 
the Sunday Worker, or the Michigan Herald at that time in 1942 and 
1943. I don’t remember which came up, but it was the Michigan 
Herald. Also, in terms of press-drive petitions. They used to go 
out every so often to fill the coffers of the Daily Worker and the Mich- 
igan Worker. They would go out with petition soliciting donations 
from different people for this particular function. 

Also, another phase of the agenda at these meetings was the question 
of education. It was taken care of by the individual who attended 
educational classes downtown. Then we discuésed, of course, union 
politics within the building. How to put over our resolutions that 
the party were interested in at that particular time; to put them over 
in terms of the meetings that were held for the pressed-steel unit. 
UAW-CIO. There is a difference between the cell and the UAW 
CIO. There we would have the officers prepared to take the floor on 
these particular resolutions, or any particular problem that might be 
to the best interest of the party at that particular time, or anything 
they were pushing at that particular time. 

We used to spot our people in different parts of the hall so that 
they would be more effective. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that have a name in this locality, the spotting’ 

Mr. Romano. No; I wouldn’t say there was any name. 

Mr. Tavenner. In some places it has been referred to as the “dia 
mond-type formation.” 

Mr. Romano. I never heard of that particular term. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee learned that within the Writers’ 
Guild in Hollywood, that the device used was to place speakers right 
in front, another over to the side, and another small group over to the 
opposite side, and then a group in the back. That formed a diamond 
shape in the audience and by that method the chairman would most 
likely have to recognize someone from those areas. In that way they 
would be able to be more certain of obtaining the floor at times when 
it was needed. 
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Mr. Romano. That is the reason why we did it, but we never called 

a diamond shape. 

Mr. Tavenner. But it is the same thing ? 

Mr. Romano. That’s right; exactly the same thing. . 
Mr. Tavenner. Then, if there was an occasion in which the Com- 

munist Party would be interested in having it appear that the position 

of the audiejce was almost unanimous, these people would applaud 

and the applause sounded as if it came from the entire audience, when 

actually it was only a few spotted people. 

Mr. Romano. You have hit the nail right on the head. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those devices were used here? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. It would seem then that it is a rather common 
practice. 

Mr. Romano. Those devices were common practice. After reading 
the God That Failed All Over the World, not only in the U nited 
States—Arthur Koestler in his memoirs explains the same thing in 
the agenda for the cell as practically the same, so it is a pattern in 
existence all over the world, not alone in Ford Rouge plant. 

Mr. Porrer. Did the directives come down to the Communist Party 
group within your plant‘ I understand from your testimony that 
vou could discuss the directives, but that you always carried out the 
policies that came down from up above, is that true ? 

Mr. Romano. The people in the top echelons always batted 1,000 
percent. 

Mr. Porrer. In other words, you had freedom of discussion, but 
you always had to accept the school solution ? 

Mr. Romano. That is correct. 

Mr. Warrer. On the theory, the old theory, that the king can do 
no wrong. 

Mr. Romano. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of decisions being made in advance as 
to how the resolutions in which the Communist Party was particularly 
interested, would be presented. Did that mean the selection of 
speakers in advance on the resolution and the various angles that 
would be covered by the speakers ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That is correct. And if one more or Jess received a 
bad reaction, then the other would step up and fill in his shoes, so 
to speak, and have — support behind him, and naturally, with the 
rapidity and atomic reaction that would occur then, there would 
be no question about the ultimate solution of the problem. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like for you to express your opinion as to 
whether this procedure was always followed in those meetings. We 
have found in some situations where issues have been drawn between 
the Communists and non-Communists in an organization, that the 
Communists would have what they call their first and second teams 
of speakers. That they would tae out their second rate speakers 
first and draw the fire from the better speakers of the non-Communist 
group, and then after that, the Communists would bring in their first 
team and have virtually no opposition. Was a practice of that kind 
engaged in here? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I might say this: That the role of a proper 
Communist or fellow traveler, or I even might dilute it a little more, 
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a sympathizer, is more important than the role of a Communist Party 
member, because a Communist Party member has to do certain duties 
which little by little begin to expose him; whereby he begins to expose 
himself and cannot very well defend his actions insofar as being an 
anti-Communist or non-Communist. Whereas a fellow traveler or 
pro-Communist is in a much better position; a much better position, 
because he also can deny the fact always that he is a Communist 
but still fight for the Communist program. That is what gives 
the party in the Rouge plant or local 600 the position of strength 
that it enjoys today, because of the role played by the pro-Commnu- 
nists and fellow travelers. They are the source of strength of the 
party. ‘They are more dangerous than the party. 

The only analogy I can use between a party member and pro-Com 
munist or a fellow traveler, is this analogy that an automobile drivet 
is an automobile driver, whether he has a license to drive or not. He 
still is an automobile driver. So actually, there is no difference be 
tween the two other than the fact that one has intestinal fortitude to 
join the ranks, and the other has not the intestinal fortitude to join the 
ranks and is not a master of his own convictions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Also, the key to the situation is the fact that his 
identity asa Communist Party member has not been disclosed. 

Mr. Romano. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. If this committee can, during the course of its inves 
tigation, disclose the actual Communist Party membership of the in- 
dividuals or the fact that individuals are fellow travelers, it would go 
a long way toward aiding the non-Communists in legitimate organiza- 
tions, such as the UAW, to fight the menace of communism, would it 
not? 

Mr. Romano. I would say yes, and I would add this to that: That 
a pro-Communist and fellow traveler works closely with the Com- 
munist Party member. First of all, the Communist Party is pressed 
steel 

Mr. Waurer. May I interrupt you? Do you think they realize—do 
the pro-Communists and fellow travelers realize that they are being 
the tools of the Communists or do smart Communists take advantage 
of the gullibility of some of these people ? 

Mr. Romano. Possibly with 2 percent, they take advantage of their 
gullibility, but with 98 percent, they know the score because they meet 
with top party echelon. 

Mr. Wavrer. In other words, the pro-Communists and fellow 
travelers, are to all intents and purposes as dangerous as Communists, 
the only difference being that they do not have the nerve to take the 
step which brings them a card. 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. As I was saying, at pressed steel level 
we had our Communist cell and then we had what we call, or what 
might be referred here to, as a progressive caucus. The party cell 
would meet on the question of discussing different problems relative to 
elections in the local building of pressed stee! officers, and also, for 
election of delegates to conventions, and we would pool our strength 
in terms of electing the particular delegates. 

In other words, it would act in the same manner that the cell was a 
core of this particular caucus and they mastered the situation at all 
times, and the fringe pro-Communists and fellow travelers and the 
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few disgruntled people who were part of this caucus were led by the 
central core, the party cell itself, and naturally, it became a big group 
of people in this particular pressed-steel building and worked the same 
way on the local level, where the party cell in the local level dominated 
the progressive caucus of local 600, where they met prior to the progres- 
sive caucus in party caucus to discuss who was going to run for this. 
for that, and for the other thing. 

I might bring up a very elucidating example of what I mean. Back 
in 1942, prior to the time that William Allan went into the Army, we 
had the election in 1942, the first election we had in 1942 after our 
organizational drive. We promoted, and the party at that time was 
arguing within caucus, within party caucus, as to who should be the 
top man; who should be the president of the local, the candidate for 
president and candidate for vice president, and so forth. 

For some unknown reason, Pat Rice was chosen as the standard 
bearer of that particular year. I was chosen trustee for that par 
ticular period. 

Mr. Porrer. You were chosen by the Progressive Party caucus / 

Mr. Romano. We discussed that within the party caucus first. A 
certain Perey Llewelyn was selected as vice president. Neither of the 
two individuals, of course, was present at the party caucus. The ques 
tion came up, because of the fact that Perey Llewelyn had a militant 
background during the organizational drive, he was the logical guy 
from a political standpoint to support. Billy Allan said no, “because 
of the fact we believe Percy Llewelyn to be a company stooge.” 

Being as green as a pepper, I got up and asked, “If you think he is 
a company stooge, then he is going to be just as dangerous in a second 
spot, as in the first spot.” He says, “No, Bill MeKie is assigned full 
time to take care or orient Brother Pat Price. He will see to it he does 
not make any deviationist moves.” 

Mr. Tavenner. He would build a fence around him, in other words? 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. Then, when we decided on the slate, all 
of us, of course, responded to the call of the plant-wide caucus and it 
was just a question of time as to the final results. We were always 
able, in this particular part of the campaign in 1942 anyway, to put 
over our slate 100 percent. 

Mr. Porrer. Did the men iri the shop, the rank and file of the men, 
know that the Communist Party was directing this activity or direct 
ing this slate of men as officers in the union, or what type of propa- 
ganda was used to convince the men that that slate of officers should 
receive their votes? 

Mr. Romano. Well, of course, the people in the shop—you asked a 
question first about whether they knew the party was leading—what 
part the party was playing in the question of bringing about a slate. 
Well, as far as the people—that is at least 95 percent of them—they 
didn’t know anything about it, with the exception possibly of the party 
members, the sympathizers and fellow travelers and so forth. They 
knew what was going on. These caucuses at most only comprised 200 
or 300 people where these final deliberations on the caucus took place. 

Then, of course, you went on a campaign the same as the Republicans 
and Democrats. Once they choose a caucus in convention, they 7o out 
in the same methods, in terms of literature, propaganda, and try to 
point up your candidate as the most logical who will serve the best 
interests of the wor king people. 
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Mr. Porrer. As I understand it, there is a right-wing and a left- 
wing slate normally, is that true, when you select your oflicers? 

Mr. Romano. In the early organization of our union, that was true. 
It was strictly right and left wing and nobody else had a chance. An 
independent didn’t have a chance. He didn’t have the machine behind 
him. 

Mr. Porrer. Did the right wing accuse the left wing of being Com- 
munist-dominated during the election, and did the left wing accuse the 
right wing of being Fascist ? 

“Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Porrer. What methods were used by the so-called left wing to 
counteract it ? 

Mr. Romano. The same method as is used all over, the weapon of 
company stooges call us Communists; the FBI calls us Communists; 
the Fe henmicns Activities calls us Communists; and so forth right 
down the line. 

And Walter Reuther—incidentally, this is the first time I come 
across his name and never have I attended a party meeting on a cell, 
building, or a plant basis, even downtown when I was a member of 
the executive board downtown, did they ever miss crucifying or vili- 
fying or character assassinating of Walter Reuther. He was the No. 
1 public enemy within the VAW-CIO for the Communist Party, and 
that’s for sure. 

Mr. Jackson. They called you Communists and you called them 
Facists? 

Mr. Romano. That is correct. 

Mr. Jackson. And there was no middle ground where an objective 
observer could take a position ? 

Mr. Romano. That is right, until later years in local 600, where, in 
1946, after I quit the party, we dissolved the cell—not dissolved it 
completely, but it was more or less useless because they never got any- 
body elected in pressed steel from that time onward to any convention 
or any other major office within the unit, with the exception of vice 
president one time in the unit. 

In 1946, after the open fight with the party, I began to work twice 
as hard as when I was in the party, in pi to beat it at its own game, 
and we were successful in orientating 90 percent of the leadership on 
our side. We formed a middle-of-the-road group at that particular 
time, and then we went in to the progressive caucus which was holding 
meetings at Twelfth and Clairmount, called the Twelfth Street cau- 
cus, as everybody referred to it. 

Over a period of 6 or 7 months we destroyed that particular effec 
tiveness of that particular caucus with the help of 3 or 4 other fellows, 
and Thompson, president at that time—we were able to form a middle- 
of-the-road caucus which rode to victory, defeating both the right 
wing and left wing. The left wing, incidentally, ran third in that 
particular year, 1948. 

Mr. Porrer. When you speak of “left wing” of the progressive 
eaucus. I assume you mean the Communist members. 

Mr. Romano. I mean, to an individual like myself who has studied 
a little about political science, “left wing” is certainly a misnomer as 
far as and with respect to the Communist Party. It is more right 
wing, more Fascist than Hitler himself ever was, and that’s for sure. 
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Mr. Porrer. From your statement, apparently, at that time you had, 
in the so-called progressive caucus—is that not the word you used ‘ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Porrer. That you had in your Communist and non-Communist 
groups, groups which were opposing each other within that one 
caucus. 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. Then another thing too: At this par 
ticular stage, after we were elected in 1948 after I was elected 3 
1948 in the fall of that year, we had this election. 

Mr. Porrrer. You were elected what / 

Mr. Romano. In the fall of 1948, I think probably December, we 
started this fight on the Taft-Hartley law about having the officers 
sign the affidavits. Of course, the party egg the situation be 
cause of the fact that it had two of its members, admitted members, 
3111 McKie who was a trustee at that time, and Gallo who was a guide 
at that time. They opposed it on that basis. 

The strange thing 2 ae the Taft-Hartley law is the party never, 
during executive board meetings or council meetings, at the inception 
of the drive of the Taft-Hartley law, never opposed it. The only 
time they started opposing the Taft-Hartley law is when the amend 
ment or rider was added and all Communists had to sign Communist 
affidavits. That is the only time they started coming out foursquare 
against the Taft-Hartley law. The reason for that is very clear. 
They are in favor of repressive legislation against labor in this coun 
try, so they can have more reasons to exploit the grievances of people 
so that the Soviet Union can pick it up and use it in their grinder for 
propaganda through every country of the world; that the United 
States is opposed to labor movements, is opposed to the honest aspira 
tions of the working people in America, and so forth. IT am pretty 
sure you people know pretty we ‘ll their type of propag: anda. 

Mr. Porrer. I am interested in knowing the work of the so-called 
fraction, which I believe they called it; is that not true’ Members of 
the Communist Party that met first and then endeavored to influence 
the mass organization of which they belonged through the efforts. cor 
certed efforts of the fraction. 

While you were a member of the party, was the work of your fraction 
very successful ? 

Mr. Romano. In the pressed-steel unit it was very successful. I 
can remember from 1945 onward, nobody else could get anybody 
elected even for dog catcher in that place, until 1946. 

Mr. Porrer. In other words, the fraction was running the show / 

Mr. Romano. That’s for sure. We could have run Jim Jones from 
Timbuktu, and he would have gotten elected. That is how efficient 
the machine became. When I once broke the party, it turned the other 
way around. I might say at this point for your information, that the 
party certainly never helped us to any extent in pressed-steel unit. 
We he ‘Iped the party because of its role during the war and we had to 
apologize every day for its action and only through the hard work of 
contacting people—and you people know how it can be done, just as 
well as I can, because you are in a position, being in politics—only 
through hard work and constant contact of people were we able to 
maintain that particular status. 

Mr. Porrer. You would work with a singleness of purpose whereas 
non-Communists, many times, divert their efforts ? 
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Mr. Romano. That is right. One of the examples the party used all 
the time was, “Always throw a little pebble in the other guy’s camp 
and before you know it they will be throwing rocks at each other.’ 

Mr. Jackson. In other words, divide and conquer. 

Mr. Romano. No truer words were said. 

Mr. Tavenner. You referred to the work of the progressive caucus 
in 1948, I believe, and how it resulted in the breaking of the Commu 
ist Party organization at that time, if I understood you correctly. 

Mr. RoMAno. No. I did hot say the progressive eanucus broke the 
Communist Party at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say by taking a large number 
of people into the progressive caucus— 

Mr. Romano. You mean out of the progressive caucus. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood, into the progressive caucus with the 
result that the Communist Party came a third best in the voting. 

Mr. Romano. In 1948, or rather by the latter part of 1947, we were 
able to start a middle-of-the-road, or what they call a mugwump 
caucus Which broke way from the progressive caucus. That is, a large 
group of us spearheaded by myself and three other people, because we 
were sick and tired of dictation from the top. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is what Iam referring to. 

Mr. Romano. We broke away from them and they were left with 
the actual pro-Communists who were left in their ranks, plus party 
members, and they ran third at that particular year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore, the key probably to successful opposition 
tothe Communist Party is just to outvote them 7 

Mr. Romano. That's right. 

Mr. Tavenner. In your meetings? 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. You see, we withdrew from the pro- 
gressive caucus and it took them about 2 years to start to mend their 
fences. It took them 2 years to mend their fences, that is, from 1948 
to 1950. ‘ 

Mr. Woop. By that, do you mean to say at the present time the 
Communist influence in local 600 is sufficiently strong to dominate 
the policy of the organization ? 

Mr. Romano. I say at this time that the Communist Party, through 
its progressive caucus and through its present unity move within the 
local union, has the greatest influence of any time in local 600, because 
it controls the general council, it controls the executive board, it con- 
trols the arm of propaganda, the Ford Facts, by indirect action and 
completely controls it. 

I also might add on the Taft-Hartley thing, that we were successful 
in the election, when it was presented to the rank and file and the 
rank and file voted by a majority of almost 3 to 1, ordering 
its officers to sign the affidavits. The two people who were on the 

stail of officers, the nine officers, were forced to resign because they 
refused to sign the Communist affidavit. In that sense, the Taft- 
Hartley Act gave us a little success, let us put it that way. But from 
that point on, after defeat in local 600, no longer did the party adopt 
the policy of having the members refuse to sign the affidavits and it 
is a matter of record in the Daily Worker and the Michigan Worker, 
that many of its members resigned from the Communist Party, offi- 
cially resigned from the Communist Party, in order to keep in office 
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and still sign the affidavit without putting them beyond the repercus 
sions from the law. 

Mr. Porrer. At the same time they are carrying out the policies of 
the Communist Party / 

Mr. Romano. They say so right in black and white, it is a matter of 
record. 

Mr. Porrer. In other words, thev are resigning from the Commu 
nist Party just as a hoax ‘ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. As an individual put it, just to be able to sig 
the affidavits without going to jail. 

Mr. JACKSON. Mr. Romano, nia I ask one question ¢ Would you 
care to estimate at the present time the strength, the actual Commu 
nist Party strength—and [I realize that it would have to be a rough 
estimate—the strength of the party actually, the pro-Communists, 
the fellow travelers as you put it, those with driver's licenses and 
those without driver’s licenses, in local GOO? 

Mr. Romano. The party members themselves, IT do not think they 
have more than 150 or 175 at the most, and I doubt if they have that 
much, but between them and the others | would say that there ar 
approximately a couple of thousand of them. 

Mr. JACKSON, A couple of thousand who hiay be depended upon to 
follow the Communist Party line? 

Mr. RoMANO. That is right. about il couple of thousand of them. 

Mr. Woop. And you always find them pretty militant, do you not ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes; very militant, militant in terms of fighting for 
the policies of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Woop. That is what I am talking about. 

Mr. Romano. But not fighting for the real needs of the workers. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. You spoke of ollicelholders resigning from the Com 
munist Party in order that they may sign the non-Communist aff 
davits without fear or likelihood of criminal prosecution. 

Do you know whether Olga Zenchuck did that very thing, and an 
nounced that that was her purpose / 

Mr. Rom ino. That is right. It isa matter of record in the Mich: 
gan Worker. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. You spoke of several officers refusing to sign the 
non-Communist aflidavit and resigning for that reason. Did you mean 
resigning from their positions in the union, or resigning from the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. They resioned their positions 1) the til ion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Rather than sien it / 

Mr. Romano. Yes. Since that time, no other local union in the 
country, where they had the same situation, did they allow them to 
resign. They only allowed them to resign from the party, rathea 
than resign: from their office in the union. They made a mistake at 
Ford and they recognized it and corrected it. 

Mr .Tavenner. That was one of the first moves ? 

Mr. Romano. That was one of the first moves. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were those who resigned from the union— 

Mr. Romano. From union office 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes: rather than sign the non-Communist affidavit. 


Mr. Romano. John Gallo and Bill MeKie. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned a few moments ago that the in 
fluence of the Communist Party on the council was great. What do 
you refer to when you say “the council” 

Mr. Romano. The general council of local 600 is similar to thx 
Congress of the United States, and gentlemen, it is exactly the same 
What the Congress of the United States is to the United States, the 
general council of local 600 is to local 600. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, it is made up of representatives 
from the different buildings or units ¢ 

Mr. Romano. One representative for every 400 people. They ar 
elected once a year. They are the top policy-making body betwee: 
membership meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have had testimony here during the course of 
these hearings as to a conference which was held by the Communist 
Party in 1950, at which Max Chait announced before the convention 
or during the convention that the Communist Party controlled the 
general council at that time. 

Did I understand you to say a few minutes ago that you believed 
they controlled it now? I am not certain that I understood you that 
way. 

Mr. Romano. I didn’t say the Communist Party controlled it now 
I said the Communist Party controls it within—with the aid of the 
progressive caucus and unity caucus in existence today in local 600 
They control it completely and overwhelmingly at the present time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Max Chait / 

Mr. Romano. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him to be a member of the Com 
munist Party / 

Mr. Romano. Yes; he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told us in considerable detail the opera 
tion and method of operation of the Communist Party within present 
steel unit of the Ford Motor Co. 

Now, was there any great significance to Communist Party activities 
bevond the pressed steel unit from the standpoint of your particula: 
cell of the party, I mean, did it have influence outside of the pressed 
steel / 

Mr. Romano. Yes; it did. Its influence became stronger when it 
united with the rest of the cells and units in the plant and formed 
one big caucus, which met on different occasions, possibly when hot 
issues had come up before the council of transcending importance and 
other issues, like for example, conventions is another point where the) 
got together and used their influence. , 

I might point out this: I remember very distinctly that when the 
second-front resolution—rather when the second-front drums were 
beating throughout the Nation, that in 1942 at Muskegon, at the 
State CIO convention, I attended a party caucus the night prior to 
the beginning of the convention where the most important thing in 
the convention was not the election of officers any more during this 
period—during this period, the election of officers was not important— 
the question of promoting good will between Russia and the United 
States was of transcending importance and to promote the pet is 
sues of the Soviet Union which at that time was a second front 
in the fall of 1942—we discussed that very thoroughly. We were 
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also told that we were going to get pretty unanimous support from 
everybody in the convention, if that meant anything, because of the 
fact that the party, for the first time in its history, was relegating 
the election of officers for the State CIO in the background to a 
secondary position and putting the second front as the No. 1 issue 
of the convention. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which was a.foreign policy of a foreign power? 

Mr. Romano. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which the Communist Party was endeavoring to 
vet the workers in the Ford industry behind ? 

Mr. Rom ino, Not only the Ford indust rv, but the State CIO and 
the UAW. 

Mr. od AC KSON, And which at that time was contrary to the- best 
interests militarily of the United States of America. It can be 
shown affirmatively that it was not to our best interests at that time, 
but irrespective of that. the Communist International was bringing 
pressure to change the polies through the Communist Party of the 
United States. 

Mr. Tavenner. And it was endeavoring to do so with the rank and 
file workers in the Ford Motor Co., of which you were a member. 

Mr. Rom ANO, That is rieht. This thing hadn’t reached its climax 
vet, because in 1943—-and this points up the negative, the betraying 
role of the Communist Party «| inne the war effort. as far as the 
labor movement was concerned—it begins to point up from that 
point on, which T would like to explain at this particular time. 

In 1945 we held a convention in Buffalo, i UAW convention, ¢ nd 
this involved all the local unions in the country. The main ob 


4 ’ 


jection at this convention, at which T was a member. was the second 


front No. 1 and No. 2, was the incentive prey issue at that partic lar 
time. 

The reason I point that iy» wa because of the fact that today its 
program is not toward more production in America, but less pro 
duction in Ameri a. and that is in 1943. The partv was almost able 
fo put through, with the help of some of the officers of the U AW. 
mind vou, this piecework program. Piecework is something that 


the workers in America have always hitterly fought against with 


everything they had in them. They promoted a pieceworl pl 
an Incentive plan, in order to increase production so that of course 
Russia would get more material and so forth. 

We almost succeeded with the help of one of the licers within 
the UAW. and with such floor leaders as Catafio of Allis-Chalmers, 
and Nat Ganley: we almost succeeded in putting it through. It had 
to come to a vote. After Frankensteen spoke in favor of it. it 
possibly would have passed, and most of the pressed steel delegation 
breathed a sigh of relief that it didn’t, because we would have a heck 
of a situation back home, going back to tell them we voted for it, 
even though we did vote for it, because the question of piecework was 
now a realitv in the UAW. It was fought bitterly and is one of the 
points the UAW was organized to eliminate, piecework and sweat- 
shop conditions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the floor leader to whom you referred a mem- 
her of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Roatano. Catafio ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. You did not mention his name. 

Mr. Romano. One of the oflicers. No, I don’t recall him ever being 
a member of the party. In fact, they probably used him in this par- 
ticular issue to speak in favor of the incentive pay plan. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Catafio known to you to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. He was always touted as one of the glamour boys, 
let’s put it that way, but I never sat in meetings with him or anything 
like that; no. We didn’t have a mass caucus at UAW conventions, 
the same as at Muskegon where we did. 

Mr. Porrer. Was this issue decided upon before you went to the 
convention, by the Communist Party here in Detroit, namely, that first 
wowd be the second front, which would be the main issue, and see- 
ondly, the incentive pay? Were you all prepared for this before you 
went to the convention / 

Mr. Romano. I might add this: That the incentive pay was issue 
No. 1, and the second front, if I recall correctly now, was already 
passed by the executive board of the UAW at that time. It came up 
as a resolution anyway. ‘The incentive pay was handed down, not by 
the top echelon in Detroit, but by the top echelon in New York; by 
Browder and his statements in the Daily Worker where he called for 
incentive pay as a means of increasing production to stave off the horde 
of Hitlerism and so forth. 

Mr. Porrer. Did you get your directive before you went to the con- 
vention ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That is right. We met in party caucus before we left 
the city. But you see, in that day, they were Way Ing two Hags. In one 
hand they were waving the American flag and in the other hand the 
Soviet flag. Today, they are only waving the Soviet flag. They have 
dropped the American flag for the 30-hour week, because everybody 
knows in America that although we may have a problem in Detroit, 
in most of the key centers of industry there is a shortage of manpower. 

The only reason they promote it, and they promoted it long before 
local 600 promoted it and came out in the papers 5 or 4 months prior 
to local 600 adopting that policy; that of the 30-hour week, which was 
headlined in the Daily Worker and the Michigan Worker—— 

Mr. Porrer. Conditions are much different today than they were at 
the time you mentioned as far as the Communist Party program is 
concerned. Today, when production is needed for our defense in order 
to combat and contain international communism throughout the world, 
the Communist Party position is to cut down on our defense produc- 
tion. I do not believe you will find the Communist Party today ad- 
vocating the incentive pay, is that not true? 

Mr. Romano. That’s for sure. 

Mr. Porrer. Because this happens to be in defense of our own coun- 
try rather than an aid to the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Romano. That is the point I am trying to point up during this 
interview here. That the needs of the American working people are 
not important. They are to be exploited for the superimposed needs 
of the Soviet Union. In other words, the American people are made 
out as pawns to be exploited for their needs and not for the needs of 
of the American people, and that’s for sure. 

Mr. Watrer. How successful has the Communist Party been in 
bringing about a curtailment of the workweek ¢ 
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Mr. Romano. Well, they have not been successful in that because 
the people objected to that themselves, with the high cost of living and 
everything concerned, the more hours you put in, the much petter and 
much easier it is to buy the commodities and necessities of life. 

Mr. Water. Because of that resistance, did the Communist Party 
abandon its program of the shorter week ¢ 

Mr. Romano. No. They asked for a 30-hour week with 40 hours 
pay. That is something everybody desires. Every worker in America 
desires it. I desire it and I imagine you gentlemen desire it—to work 
less hours, if possible, and still mamtain an equilibrium insofar as 
your living is concerned, your standards are concerned. Everybody 
wants that and we know that. 

The only thing is, they point up these things and fan this hysteria 
which they claim this committee is raising. They are master “hys- 
terists”—if that’s the word, although I never used it in that way before 
They are masters at hysteria. They know that by creating this hys- 
teria, which meets the needs and desires of the people, that they ave 
able to drum up enough agitation for this particular program. They 
don’t Say they want a 30-hour week with 30 hours’ pay. No, they are 
for 50 hours a week with 40 hours’ pay. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romano, you were a member of the party dur- 
ing the days prior tothe Communist Political Association and through 
the days of the Communist Political Association, and then for a short 
time thereafter, were you not ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou tc!l the committee, please, what happened 
to the organizational strength of the Communist Party units in the 
Ford buildings, with the formation of the Communist Political Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Romano. The Communist Political Association was formed in 
the spring of 1944, at a convention in New York, at which convention 
were in attendance delegates from practically every country in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

This convention followed the meeting at Teheran between Roose- 
velt, Churchill, and Chiang Kai-shek later on, I understand. Because 
of that conference, the party felt that they must change their strategy 
if they were to gain their ultimate goals as soon as possible. Ear] 
Browder put out a pamphlet of some 20 or 30 pages analyzing the 
decisions at Teheran, and the decision that was being made in refer- 
ence to the dissolution of the Communist Party as such and the forma- 
tion of the Communist Political Association, at that time. 

Naturally, there were repercussions in the party and some of the 
more militant party members fell away, but most of them remained 
and their places were taken by many more who joined the ranks 
because of this change of policy within the Communist Party. 

That brings me up to the point where a year later, the party or the 
Communist Political Association was dissolved. During this period 
of the Communist Political Association, the cells, the:industrial cells 
as we talked about them up to this point, were dissolved. We no 
longer met on a basis of a pressed-steel unit. We no longer met on the 
basis, as we did before in the plant, unless for some important prob- 
lem or issue that came up that was to be discussed in the general coun- 
cil or somewhere else. The only time—that was the only time I reeall 
we used to meet, but very, very rarely however. 
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During that period of about 15 months, we met instead—we or- 
ganized instead the community cells which were not only on a basis 
of industrial cells, but included housewives, included people who 
owned their own living through probably small business, barber shops, 
and one thing and another; the regular rank and file people, so to 
speak, not the professionals. These community cells met on a com- 
munity basis and I was assigned to Delray cell, which met at Petofi 
Hall on the corner of West End and West Jefferson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the geographical location of the members have 
anything to do with the cell to which they were assigned / 

Mr. Romano. Yes. The people in that down-river section of De- 
troit. were assigned to the Delray branch. Then they had several 
other branches, Northwest, Midtown, Fred Douglas branch, and I don’t 
know what the exact regional delineations were at that time but they 
had quite a few branches all over the city. 

The first meeting that I attended of the Delray branch - 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, let me suggest that this is a good 
place to have a recess. 

Mr. Woop. The committee will stand in recess for about 15 minutes. 

(A short recess was taken.) 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order, please. 

Proceed, Mr. Council. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the beginning of the recess, you were telling us 
about the formation of the Communist community clubs on a geo- 
graphic basis and your assignment to one of those clubs, and you were 
just about to tell us about your activity in that club, the Delray Club. 

Mr. Romano. Well, when we held our first meeting at the Delray 
Club, we were faced with a dilemma at the beginning of the meeting 
because there was no one to take over the chairmanship of the club. 
[ think theré were about seven or eight of us present at that particu- 
lar time, and already, in the middle of 1944 because of certain events, 
I had begun to lose faith, so to speak, in the Communist Party or Com 
munist Political Association as a force for good within the labor 
movement in America. 

Everybody was looking at each other to see who was coing to he 
chairman. It seemed that nobody wanted to be, least of all myself. 
Eventually, I was drafted in order to get the meeting started. I told 
them befere I started, that I didn’t care to be chairman of the clul 
and that I would officiate for this particular time. 

As it happened, I more or less inherited, by default, and I con 
tinued in that capacity until the dissolution of the Communist Politi 
cal Association. During that period as chairman of that club, IT auto 
matically became part of the executive board of the Communist Po 
lital Association, as it is now called—that is thinking in terms of 
1944—-part of the executive board of the Communist Political Associ 
ation in the city of Detroit, at which chairmen and secretaries of other 
clubs attended. 

We discussed policies in the usual manner from the top down. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any change in the method of the ap 
proach to those problems than that which it had been during the 
period of the Communist Party itself? 

Mr. Romano. The difference was that they did not have probably 
the atmosphere—the atmosphere was different ih view of the fact that 
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all of the people in the club were not factory workers. We didn’t 
discuss factory politics. But we discussed the same agenda that was 
used with that exception, in terms of mobilizing for scrap drives and 
blood drives, and so forth. 

At this particular time, Russia’s foreign policy demanded complete 
cooperation with the United States for the complete annihilation of the 
Hitler hordes, as they put it. We worked in terms—as I said, I didn’t 
go into this thing with effectiveness and with the enthusiasm that I 
did at first. The club didn’t grow as rapidly as it possibly could have, 
had I worked at it in a similar manner. We didn’t recruit too many 
members. We didn’t accomplish too much, other than in terms of 
pointing up the issues of the war to the people and the needs of the 
country in terms of bringing about a complete and successful solution 
to the war effort. 

At one time, the Communist Political Association—during the Com- 
munist Political Association period, I was asked by David White to 
function as an educational director for the State of Michigan. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Was David White known by a nickname, do vou 
recall / 

Mr. Romano. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was his middle name McKelvey? 

iMr. Romano. Yes, that is his middle name. I refused to accept the 

assignment on the basis that I had too much work to do in the shop 
for one thing, and another, I couldn't devote my time and couldn’t see 
my way clear in devoting any time to something like that, when I 
knew I couldn’t fulfill it. But the real reason IT didn’t want to become 
involved any deeper than I had become at this particular time is be- 
cause it functioned on the same basis as the industrial cell with the 
exception of the polities, which was not brought into it at all, out- 
side of the question of international politics. 

Mr. ‘TavenNner. That brings me to this question: What was the 
purpose, the over-all purpose, as vou understood it, in establishing the 
Communist Political Association and the temporary abandonment of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. As I said before, the Communist Political Association 
was formed after Teheran, and at this meeting, according to the analy- 
sis of Earl Browder in his pamphlet, Teheran and After, he pointed 
up the fact that we were entering into a new phase in the world and 
that the free peoples of the world who were fighting a war for libera- 
tion must work closer together. We must break down the barriers 
that were in existence prior to Teheran. That now we had had a rap- 
prochement between the United States, England, China, and the rest 
of the freedom-loving nations and we should do everything possible 
to work with them. 

However, in my opinion, the real reason for it was that they thought, 
through cooperation, they could get a better settlement after the war 
because after Teheran they knew that Hitler’s days were numbered 
and the all-important thing was the best possible peace negotiation 
hetween the Soviet Union and the United States, whereby the Soviet 
Union would materially, shall we say, become more powerful in terms 
of territory; in terms of extending its influence throughout the world. 

In my opinion, it was more or less of a Trojan horse to put their 
“capitalist enemies,” so to speak, at peace with the party and bore from 
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within in terms of bringing about a lion’s share, insofar as Russia 
was concerned, of the over-all world picture. 

Mr. Porrer. In that objective, they were very successful ? 

Mr. Romano. They were very successful. They stood ready to sell 
out the labor movement completely from top to bottom to do it. 

Mr. Jackson. Didn’t these frequent right-angle changes of direction 
cause a certain amount of consternation? All the comrades would be 
moving in one direction and then overnight things would change and 
they would have to do an about-face? Did their momentum carry 
them on for a few days before they would catch up and turn around 
and start back in the other direction? Iam talking about the Duclos 
letter and the Nazi-Soviet nonaggression pact. 

Mr. Romano. The Duclos letter, in my opinion—Duclos was picked, 
of course, by the Kremlin to start the machine in reverse because he was 
an old party warhorse who did everything that the party wanted done, 
even more so than Maurice Thorez, who was titular head of the party 
at that particular time in France. That was the reason for that par- 
ticular letter by Duclos or picking him to write the letter. 

As far as Browder was concerned, he was the man upon whom fell the 
abuse, the vilification as a traitor to the revolution of the working 
classes of the world. He was made the goat of the whole thing, be- 
cause in my opinion, when the delegates from South America, Central 
America, attended in 1944 the founding convention of the Communist 
Political Association, they did not go there at the expressed request 
of Earl Browder. They went there because they got orders from the 
Kremlin, and no other place. They wouldn’t go there because they 
wouldn’t take orders from Browder. They would only take orders 
from on top. That is why I say that Browder was made the goat in 
this particular thing. 

Coming down below, we found, too, that a lot of the top leaders at 
that time were put on ice, so to speak, to make the thing look on the 
up-and-up. Pat Toohey was shipped back, for example, somewhere 
East. Mrs. Beiswenger was put on ice and in wraps for a year or two 
in order to make it look palatable to most of the people within the 
Communist Political Association, and that this was an honest move. 
That Browder had steered Uncle Joe wrong, if that could be possible, 
and so forth and so on. 

One thing they always taught us in the party was to never be an 
emotionalist and to be a realist. ‘The man of steel from the Kremlin 
was the biggest realist of them all, and no question about it. Fora 
little guy like Earl Browder to fool him was not in the cards at an) 
stage of the game. 

Mr. Porrer. Was there any doubt expressed by the members of the 
party who were one day praising Browder, and then after the Duclos 
letter, had to come out and see all the abuse piled on him? Was there 
any consternation on the part of the individual party members ? 

Mr. Romano. For a period of a few months, there was a lot of con- 
fusion in the party, to say the least. But they were able to pick up 
the loose ends and continue once more on their international agitation 
program, which began in the early part of 1946. It did not start really 
getting momentum in the early part of 1946, when I became disasso- 
ciated with them completely. 

Mr. Tavenner. What occurred in the organizational set-up of the 
Communist Party after the abolition of the Communist Political 
Association ? 
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Mr. Romano. After the abolition of the Communist Political As- 
sociation in July of 1945, for a couple of months, as I said before, there 
was confusion. But then we were ordered back to reorganize ourselves 
within the factories and to organize them in the same fashion as we 
previously had them organized prior to the founding of the Com- 
munist Political Association, and we continued from there. That 
didn’t take place, however, until about November of that particular 
year. It took several months to get back and get the wheels turning 
in the proper direction again. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would be interested to know if there were any 
considerable number of Communist Party members in 1944, who be- 
came members of the Communist Political Association and who re- 
fused to come back into the Communist Party in response to the 
directions and the change from Browder to the Communist Party. 

Mr. Romano. The Communist Party in America gained its greatest 
membership during the period of the Communist Political Associa- 
tion, because the doors ae thrown right open and anybody could 
join. They didn’t ask him any questions or anything. They didn’t 
ask them who they were or where they were coming from. If Henry 
Ford II wanted to join, it was O. K. as far as they were concerned. 
Anybody could join the Communist Political Association with no 
restrictions or bars made, insofar as membership was concerned, 
Through that method they were able to gain the highest peak in 
membership in the Communist Party of America. 

Mr. Jackson. They were even taking in FBI agents, were they 
not ? 

Mr. Romano. That is quite obvious. 

Mr. Watcrer. What was the maximum strength of the Communist 
Political Association ? 

Mr. Romano. During that period? 

Mr. Watrer. Yes. 

Mr. Romano. Close to 100,000 T would say, approximately. But a 
lot of people fell away during that period who came back after the 
line changed again, because these old-time party members who had 
been in it for vears, since 1919 and 1920, did not like the Communist 
Political Association deal at all and couldn’t go for it 

Mr. Porter. They did not believe in the principle that the Soviet 
Union and the United States could coexist ? 

Mr. Romano. You couldn't orientate them after 20 or 30 years. 
You couldn't reorientate them that fast. It had been pounded in their 
heads that. the enemies of the working people were the capitalist 
class, and so on and so on. You know the dialectics nsed in terms of 
defending the role of the working man against the capitalist democ- 
racy, as they put it. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you return to a cell in Pressed Steel? 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the Communist Party cells reorganized in 
the other buildings or units of the Ford Motor Co. on the same basis 
that they had been before the Political Association, the Communist 
Political Association, was established ? 

Mr. Romano. That is right, sir. In other words, we went back to 
the same status. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I would like to ask you regarding the Com- 
munist Party membership of certain indiv iduals, and in asking about 
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these names, some of them are persons who occupy important positions 
in the union. The fact that I am asking you about them does not 
necessarily mean that the committee has any information to the effect 
that they are members of the party. In other words, the fact that I 
am asking vou the question should bear no connotation of Communist 
Party membership. Weare anxious to know to what extent—and it is 
very important for us to know to what extent—that the Communist 
Party has been successful in infiltrating into important positions in 
the union. 

When I ask you about these names, I would ask, if you know any of 
them were members of the Communist Party, to tell the committee the 
circumstances under which you know it. And I would ask you that 
you be specific about your answers. If you are in doubt, say that you 
do not know. 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should also say that in the event you iden- 
tify any of these individuals as members of the Communist Party and 
you know that they have now left the Communist Party, as a matter 
of fairness, you should say so. 

Mr. Wavrer. Mr. Chairman, before the witness answers the ques- 
tion, I think it ought to be very detinitely understood that anybody's 
name, or anybody whose name is mentioned at this time, should be 
afforded plenty of opportunity to come before the committee and make 
any statements they care to make in connection with the allegations 
that will be made here. 

Mr. Woop. That has been a rule of the committee for some time, 
which was announced here last week, I believe, or rather the week 
before last during the course of our original hearings here. It is the 
policy of this committee to afford any person who is mentioned in 
connection with membership in the Communist Party or any other 
subversive organization—to have a perfect right to ask to be heard, 
and they will be heard before the committee: and to make any denials 
or explanations they see fit in connection with it. That rule still exists. 

Mr. Tavenner. I assume, Mr. Chairman, in making that statement, 
you are referring to the right of a person who is named by a witness 
as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Woop. That is what I am talking about: named by a witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position does Carl Stellato hold in local 600? 

Mr. Romano. Ile is president of local 600, 

Mr. Taverner. Has he ever been a member of the Communist Party, 
to vour knowledge ? 

Mr. Romano. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether a person by the name of 
Joe Hogan ran for the position or became a candidate for the posi- 
tion of president of local 600? 

Mr. Romano. He did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he ever known to you as a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. No, other than to say he had been a very active mem- 
ber of the progressive caucus. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did Pat Rice hold in the—— 

Mr. Romano. He is— 

Mr. Tavenner. In the union, local 600? 
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Mr. Romano. He is vice president of local 600, 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known, at any time, by you to be a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. No, although he is also an active member of the 
progressive caucus, and Bill McKie was assigned to him, according 
to William Allan, to see that he vot the proper orientation. He 
knows what the score is. 

Mr. Watrer. He is in the category which you described as being 
pro-Communist ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. We have learned, in the course of our investiga- 
tion, that William R. Hood was recording secretary of local 600, 
Was he known to be a member of the Communist Party at any time? 

Mr. Romano. I recollect an incident that happened way back in 
1948, when myself, Hood, and Thompson were working closely to- 
gether, and he made a very blistering speech against the Communist 
Party, because of an issue in the plant at that particular time. On 
the subsequent issue of the Michigan Worker, the party, under the 
column Auto Town Alley, if 1 remember correctly issued a blistering 
statement against him, notifying their party members that William 
R. Hood, a renegade from the party, was no longer to be trusted, 
and et cetera, et cetera, et cetera, right down the line. The next day, 
which was Monday after—I read this 2 days later; I read it on Sat- 
urday: it comes out on Saturday—I greeted William R. Hood as an 
ex-comrade, and he agreed that he was, “But, we know how to fight 
those so-and-so’s.” 

I want to point out, at this time, for the information of ni ex-com- 
rades who are so easy with their smear and vilification, that it wasn’t 
the first time that stool pigeons have informe «lon ex-Communist Party 
members. On many occasions, in the ' publications, they refer to me 
as ex-( ‘ommmunist. and to Dave pecs as ex-Communist, and other 
derogatory remarks, SO when if comes to stool pigeol Ss. er aoa and 
spies, they work on a 24-hour basis for the Soviet Union as such with- 
out pay. So, when they throw that word at me, and if they say that 
| am a stool pigeon because | believe in the hon lest aspiration s of tl Ie 
working people of America, then IT want my name to be on the top of 
the stool] pigeons who work for the true aspirations of the work Ing 
people of America. That is how I knew about Bill Hood. He left 
the party, bit his actions in the past year are certall ly not those of 
an honest and sincere ex party me mber. 

Mr. Tavenner. What group was it that you referred to that pub- 
lished in the Ford Facts the article in the Worker, the article under 
the heading of the “Old Timers” ? 

Mr. Romano, Auto Town Alley. 

Mr. Tavenner. By the Old Timers? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. TavenneER. Do you know the identity of the Old Timers?? 

Mr. Romano. As far as I know, as far as I could gather. the editor, 
or the fellow who writes that, from my knowledge—TI couldn't prove 
it. but I give credence to mv source is William Allan. 

Mr. Water. Who is William Allan? I have heard his name men- 


tioned several times. 


1 According to committee investigation, “Auto Town Alley” is authored by Nat Ganley. 
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Mr. Romano. He is the Michigan editor for the Daily Worker and 
the Michigan Worker, and, also, he was in charge of the Ford cell 
prior to going into the Army, and the other cells within the auto indus- 
try; although he never worked or was a part of the auto industry at 
any time as a worker, to my knowledge, at least, at Ford’s; he never 
was a worker at Ford’s. 

Mr. Tavenner. He is the person who makes the official announce- 
ments of the Communist Party in Michigan ? 

Mr. Romano. I don’t know if he is that, unless title doesn’t mean a 
thing. I always thought Carl Winter was the chief, and, I wouldn’t, 
at this time, attempt to divide Carl Winter and William Allan as to 
who is the big boss. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romano, | have before me a copy of a page from 
the Worker, of December 19, 1948, in which I see under the colamn 
known as Auto Town Alley this paragraph: 

Flood is a renegade from the Communist and progresSive movements, who 
was elected to his present post on the Tommy Thompson slate last spring. 

Is that the article to which you refer? 

Mr. Romano. That is right, if my memory serves me right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I hand it to you and ask you to say whether or not, 
after glancing at it, that it is the article you refer to. 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I might point out, too, that after this—the fol- 
lowing election, the election following this article, which took place 
2 months later—we were able to form a coalition of all the right- 
wing forces, slowly, but surely. My aim was to orientate our people 
to an anti-Communist position, and try to involve all the anti-Com- 
munist people in Ford Local 600 to attack the inroads or any offensive 
that the party might put up. During the period of that article, cer- 
tain individuals were imported from New York; a fellow by the name 
of Schatz and a fellow by the name of Jackson were imported to 
strengthen or build up the weakening forces of the Communist Party 
within Ford Local. By joining in a movement with all anti-Com- 
munist leaders in local 600, we were able to give the party, in 1949, 
the greatest defeat that it has ever faced within local 600. Thompson 
beat his opponent, Racey, by a majority of over 10,000 votes at that 
time. The main issue in that election was the question of communism. 
The great majority of the people in Ford Local 600 are honest Amer- 
ican working people. 

Mr. Waurer. How many votes did Racey get ? 

Mr. Romano. Somewhere in the neighborhood of 13,000, 

Mr. Water. Would that indicate the number of fellow travelers, 
pro-Communists, and Communists ? 

Mr. Romano. No. I want to tell you why. In the history of local 
600, from the time of its organization, unfortunately, the newspapers 
indicated the strike as Communist-dominated, which was the farthest 
thing from the truth, because it was a grass-roots rebellion against 
conditions at Ford Motor Co.; and because of this—people going about 
the country designating workers as Communists who really weren’t 
Communists—the people became confused over a period of time, 
honestly and sincerely confused about thie real issues facing the 
workers, insofar as communism was concerned—who was and who 
wasn’t, who helped and who didn’t, and so forth. Also, the policy of 
the local 600 played an important part in confusing the people, be- 
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cause people who would be rabidly anti-Communist, for political 
consideration would support communism at different times to support 
their own aspirations. However, the people, despite that fact, an 
overwhelming majority voted ¢ against the party slate at that time. 

Mr. Water. The 13,000 votes isn’t particularly significant ¢ 

Mr. Romano. No. 

Mr. Jackson. What percentage of the total membership of local 
600 voted in that election ? 

Mr. Romano. A majority of the working people; around thirty- 
eight or thirty-nine thousand, forty thousand, almost. 

Mr. Jackson. Out of a membership of ¢ 

Mr. Romano. About 60, at that time, which was a good percentage, 
in comparison to national elections. 

Mr. Jackson. How have subsequent elections reflected the ratio? 

Mr. Romano. Pardon? 

Mr. Jackson. In subsequent elections, has that general ratio been 
maintained ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Sometimes, yes; always sliding back and forth be- 
tween twenty-five and forty thousand, depending upon the interest 
created by the election. 

Mr. TAvenner. You mentioned the name of Phil Schatz as one per- 
son who had been brought in here from New York for organizational 
purposes. I believe you mentioned the name of Schatz. I was going 
to ask you whether that was Phil Schatz? 

Mr. Romano. If I remember correctly, I think that is his name. 
He was secretary of the Dearborn branch of the party at that time. 
The Dearborn branch is the branch that encompasses the Ford Motor 
Co., or the Rouge plant, to be specific. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, he has been identified during the 
course of the hearing as a member of the Communist Party by Wayne 
Salisbury and also Toby Baldwin. 

You spoke of a man by the name of Jackson. What is his first 
name ¢ 

Mr. Romano. I think it was James Jackson. An interesting in- 
cident led up to my knowing him, not knowing him, but almost meet- 
ing with him, was during the 1949 strike we had out at Ford. ‘Thomp- 
son and Bill Hood were in negotiation with the company and the rest 
of the union officials, and I was left in the local in complete charge of 
the operation of the strike. Prior to the strike, we had set up the 
machinery of conducting an orderly and responsible strike, in what 
I felt was in the best interest of the workers and everybody else con- 
cerned. I didn’t make up the plans myself. There was a series of 
committees selected to bring in reports and to set up the apparatus for 
strike action. Naturally, when the strike took place, we were ready 
for that particular situation. We set up a publicity committee, which 
is very important; a food committee, all committees which are im- 
portant. But, it seems, through democratic procedure, none of the 
party members were on any of the important committees. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean, the Communist Party members ? 

Mr. Romvno. That’s right. A group came in to see me one day, 
and said, “Look, we want to help in this thing. We want to work 
with you. We want to bring about a successful conclusion to this 
strike, but,” he said, “we can’t tolerate this situation as it is today. 
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The flying squadron is refusing to permit the Michigan Worker and 
issuance of the leaflets we want to put out as the Communist Party, and 
also the issuance of the food under the name of,” not the Communist 
Party, but? Garibaldi group, which happened to be an IWO chapter 
withiu the city of Detroit, and other IWO groups. So, he said, “We 
would like to arrange a meeting with you with James Jackson, who 
would like to talk to you and show you and prove to you we are honest 
and sincere”; and I told him at that time, without thinking too much, 
because I was involved in a lot of prodlems that I had, “O. K.” 

But, in discussing it later the same day, I contacted them and told 
them I would talk only to them and them alone. We didn’t want any 
interference from the outside. As far as we are concerned, the exec- 
utive board had ruled there would be no distribution of literature 
outside of any kind, regardless of whether it emanated from the 
company or any outside organization. We told them we didn’t want 
them to pass out leaflets which would be inflammatory and tending to 
take away from the minds of the people the real issues during this 
strike: and, if they did, we would execute the orders of the executive 
board on that particular thing. 

As far as the food is concerned, I know what you are trying to do, 
You are trying to instill into the people’s mind the Communist Party 
is leading the strike; their New York boy, a big dog, the Garibaldi 
group, IWO, and another local Hungarian iWO group, passing along 
that these boys were associated with the Communists. I told them 
we had a central local point in the basement for all food to pass 
through, and, “if you peop le have an honest desire to he ‘Ip in the st rike, 
vou can send the food down there, and we will see that it gets dis- 


tributed.” T said, “If you are in here to make propaganda, to gain 
a position during the strike for vourselves as the Communist Party, 
that’s out.” To this dav the Garibaldi vroup never delivered any 


food; the Hungarian IWO never delivered any food. The only time 
they do things they don’t want to do them anonymously; they want 
the credit. They want to make sure tl ey come out on top, insofar 
as their propaganda machine is concerned. ‘That is why this was held 
to exist during the original strike, that they. and they alone, were 
responsible for the organization at Ford Phat is the way they 
operate. 

Mr. 5 \VEN NER. Do you I now of any othe speci il wevis ities of James 
Jackson. in connection with his alle red Commu ist Party activities ? 
Do you know of any other incident 

Mr. Romano, No: I don't. 

Mr. Tavenner (continuing). Where he was consulted by the party 
as to the procedure to take in any given incident ‘ 

Mr. Romano. The only thing I know, other than that, he attended 
several council meetings as spectator. That is all I know about him. 
I left the party 3 years prior to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether this i iS ome same James Jack- 
son who was indicted in the United States district court in New York 
recently / 

Mr. Romano. I understand it is the same person. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is our information he is now a fugitive. Do you 
know anything about his present Ww hereadouts 

Mr. Romano. Definitely not. 
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Mr. TAwenner. Mr. Chairman, I would like to offer in evidence the 
December 19, 1948, issue—that is, page 14 of that issue—and ask that 
it be marked “Romano Exhibit No. 1.” It is the Sunday Worker. 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The above referred to document was marked “Romano Exhibit No 
1” and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the committee’s information that a person A 
the name of Carl J. Turner was a candidate for recording secretary 
of Dearborn Tron Building of the Ford Motor Plant. Do you know 
whether that is correct ¢ 

Mr. Romano. There are so many units out there, and so many ele 
tions being held, ] couldn't possibly Say if was true. 

Mr. Taverner. Are you acquainted with Carl J. Turner ‘ 

Mr. Romano. I am acquainted with him: I know who he is; yes 

Mr. TAVENNI R. Was he a member of the Communist Party at nV 
time, to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know the unit to which he belonged / 

Mr. Romano. I think at that time it was the Spring Up-set. T am 
not sure. ‘Then he went into the foundry. I am not positive, but I 
think that is the score on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. What vear is that. if you can tell us? 

Mr. Romano. During the period between 1942 and L146. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position does William G. Grant hold 
local GOO 7 

Mr. Romano. He is present financial secretary of local 600. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Has he been known by you, at any time, to hav 
been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. No: he hasn’t. but he has associated himself with 
the “progressive caucus” of local 600 from time to time, and certai 
times he ranas an independent. Ican say that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Walter Quillico? 

Mr. Romano. Yes: I know Walter Quillico. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Cor 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. No; to my knowledge, he was never a member of the 
Communist Party; but he did attend, one night over at my house, a 
meeting of the IWQO. That is the only knowledge I have of him, and 
he isa member of the “progressive caucus.” one of the active membe: 

Mr. Tavenner. A moment ago you told us of an incident in which 
the Communist Party, for its own purposes, had made public the fact 
that certain of its members were members of the Communist Party. 
Do you know whether that occurred in the case of Leo T. Orsage? 

Mr. Romano. Yes: he was, but at a later date he was expelled fron 
the Communist Party for deviationist action, if I remember the 
article correctly—I read it quite a while back—and because of thx 
fact that he ran for president of his unit over the objections of the 
party at that particular time. He was expelled from the party for 
that reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. The reason being that he desired to run for office ? 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. I can say that truthfully; that for a 
man of his activity within the party, and so forth, that after he was 
expelled the party went so far as to-—one of the party members went 
so far as to call him a “Bilbo” during a council meeting, a word 
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which would never fit the man’s make-up or character in any stretch 
of the imagination. The way they throw around villifications is 
sometimes not only surprising but actually without foundation. 
Certainly a man like Leo Orsage, to apply a term of “Bilbo” to him, 
when you stoop that low you can’t go any lower; you have let out 
the bottom of the barrel. “I want to say that for him because he is a 
grand fellow. 

Mr, ‘Tavenner. That was a method of discipline within the Com- 
munist Party, that a person who joined it may be subjected to? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Since we mentioned the matter of discipline, do you 
know whether the party here had any particular committee set up as 
a disciplinary committee, before whom people were tried ? 

Mr. Romano. Well, I don’t recall any special committee, as far as 
the Ford local was concerned. Once in a while we used to be taken 
in for a little reprimand, or one thing or another, for deviation of 
policy. We were held up to scorn, so to speak, before the rest. I was, 
on a couple of occasions, after I had been in the party, when I began 
to question some of their policies, and would just be the opposite way. 
But I never was brought to trial by the party, other than held up and 
scorned before the rest of the members while they did a nice hatchet 
job on me. They were careful not to antagonize me too much, but 
they got their point across. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Who was the leader of the incident you have in 
mind 4 

Mr. Romano. At that time we had a committee of the union func- 
tioning, during the Communist Party activities, which was always 
the contact between the local union and the high echelon of the VAW. 
You have your region, which is above the local union, and you have 
your international officials, which is above the region. They used to 
be their contact men, so far as visiting the region, directing and trying 
to straighten them out on issues that the party thought was impor- 
tant, making them see the light, discussing it with them, in order to 
make them change their opinions. They were the agents between the 
regional officers and the international officers. Anytime one got out 
of line, they would go over and put the pressure on; the same thing 
they would do to UAW officials on different occasions, to correct a 
certain problem they thought was necessary to get their support on 
different issues, or things they thought might be going on within the 
province of local 600, 

Mr. Tavenner. A moment ago, in speaking of Walter Quillico, you 
said he attended an IWO meeting at your home. What group or 
fraternity or society of the [WO was that ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That was the Garibaldi ee 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You were advised, as I understand, at the time 
vou became a Communist Party aie, to become a member of the 
IWO. Did you then join the Garibaldi group of the IWO? 

Mr. Romano. You are automatically in. Our insurance was issued 
through that particular group. I might say, incidentally, if anybody 
knows anything about political science, ever since that name was given 
to the IWO group, I am pretty sure Garibaldi still hasn’t stopped 
turning over in his grave. If there was anything he hated, it was 
totalitarianism. 
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Mr. Jacxson. Is not that true of Thomas Jefferson and the other 
splendid gentlemen who wrote the main articles of the Declaration 
of Independence 4 

Mr. Romano. The answer to that is “What crimes are committeed 
in thy name.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the exact name of the society of Garibaldi, 
American Fraternal Society of the WO? 

Mr. Romano. That is right, if my memory serves me correctly. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the strength -of the organization / 

Mr. ROMANO, Well, I don't know, exactly, how many members 
there were. I didn’t attend open membership meetings; to be very 
frank. but. I imagine around 50 or 60 members. I wouldn’t be cor- 
rect on that. I never attended a membership meeting. I can only 
say that from hearsay. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what the national membership was? 

Mr. Romano. No: I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. The next name I would like to ask about is Ed 
Lock. Was he known to you to be a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Very definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the branch or building of the Ford 
Motor Company where he was employed ? 

Mr. Romano. He was originally employed in the motor plant, and 
then, he moved over to the plastic plant, when his job moved there, 
and he still remains there. 

Mr. "TAVENNER. What oficial position does he now hold or has he 
recently held in the plastic building ? 

Mr. Romano. As president of the plastic building. 

Mr. Tavenner. James M. Simmons is another person we under- 
stand was in the plastic building, employed there. Are you acqt ainted 
with him ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAavi NNER, Was he known to you to be a member of the (‘om- 
munist Party ?/ 

Mr. Romano. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what position he now holds or has 
recently held in the organization of that building ¢ 

Mir. Rom ANO,. LHe has held the position of vice president from time 
to time. I don’t know if he holds any offi ‘ial position at the present 
time, but, | would like to scratch the surface a little bit there. On 
this question of promoting people from sainthood and back to the dog- 
iouse, here was an individual who, during the strike at Ford, worked 

n the plant, and, naturally, the tag of a company stooge would be 
the most appropriate thing for him. Once he joined the party, how- 
ever, he Was absolved of all previous sins, and elevated to the saint- 
hood as a leader of the working class of people of America. He was 

tive from the very beginning of the organizational drive, fell out 
of grace with the party, and demoted from the sainthood. Any time 
they challenge party policy or chose to fight party poliey, they have 
i very adequate slide rule of demoting people from the sainthood 
back down to the doghouse, to hell, if I may say so. 

Mr. WALTER. Who did the promoting and demoting ? 

Mr. Romano. Once they become party members, naturally they 
have to whitewash their past, and everybody is told what the score iS, 
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and they are instructed that anybody who calls him a company stooge, 
is a company stooge, himself. As far as elevating him is concerned, 
when he becomes a member, he automatically is elevated in the eyes 
of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. We had a witness who came voluntarily before the 
committee last week, or several weeks ago, who had been identified 
as a Communist Party member, and he told us the story of how the 
Communist Party had induced him to become a member, on the promise 
that he would be upgraded. Was that a common practice in re 
cruiting; they would make inducemeits or give out inducements of 
that kind to prospective members, that if they joined, their positions 
in the union would he raised / 

Mr. Romano. I might Say this: That T have been—that everybody 
is indoctrinated to a certain extent on how to recruit people. First 
of all, vou size up your prospect, see whether or not he is an oppor 
tunist, see where his weakness lies, whether he is an opportunist, 
principle kind, or whether he is sincere in what he is doing. and, of 
course, you use the best method to obtain a membership; you use the 
best method to recruit him into the party. That goes for the selling 
of subscriptions, too. IT have known, many times a fellow who couldn't 
sell a fellow a subscription would pay for it out of his own pocket, 
as long as the fellow was willing to read the thing. Probably the fel 
low won't sign: he will say, “is it O. K. if T put your name on?” He 
says, °O. K.” That’s the way it went. I don't say that is the majority 
of cases, but in lots of cases. 

Mr. Woop. |] believe this is a pretty 200d time for us to take out for 
lunch. The committee will stand in recess until 2 o'clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:30 p. m., the committee recessed until 2 o'clock 
of the same day.) 

AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Woop, Let us have order, please. 

Proceed, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romano, I was asking you about your knowledge 
of Communist Party membe rship of certain — ils, and I would 
like to remind you again, in answering, if you can point out any 
activity, any particular activity of the indiy ak: in the Communist 
Party whose name I may call, I wish vou would do so. 

Was Archie Acciacca known to you to be a member of the Com 
munist Party 4 

Mr. Romano. He was a member of the Communist Party and he 
quit in the middle of 1947, I think, as ap proximately as I can put 
it, and for a number of years he was bitterly anti-Communist, but his 
actions in the past year are not those of a sincere and honest ex 
Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he holds any position at thie 
present time in the union ¢ 

Mr. Romano. He is the president of the pressed-steel unit, or, as 
it is known now, the Dearborn stamping plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not Dave Moore was a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what connection was he involved in the Con 
munist Party? 
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Mr. Romano. Well, he was a member of the cell in the axle building, 
as best I ean remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does he hold any position now, or has he held any 
position in local 600 in recent years ¢ 

Mr. RoMANO. He has held various positions : vice president of the 
axle building, if | recall, district committeeman, and member of the 
cveneral cCouli il. That is all | can remember offhand 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Paul Boatin known to you to be a member of 
the Communist Party at any time? 

Mr. Rom ANO, Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What official position did he hold in local 600 4 

Mr. Romano. Well, he was a member of the bargaining committee 
n the motor building, and approximately 2 vears ago he was elected 
president of the motor plant, and he still holds that office —also a mem 
ber automatically he becomes i mene! oft the executive board of 
local 600 and the general couneil in view of his office as president of 
the motor plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he hold any position, to your knowledge, in the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. I can’t recall of any de 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Was Johnny Giallo Khown to you to be | membet 
of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How has he been emploved by local 600 4 

Mr. Romano. In 1941 he was elected to the office of guide. and was 
appointed recreational director for the local, and he was in charge of 


finite posit1ol 


all recreational fac lities among the younger members of the local. 
He held that office until 1945, when Joe Maseusky was elected pres 


dent, and he appomnted someone else In his pli 2. Phen ne was 
elected again the following vear and held it until the time he resigned 
because of the Taft-Hartley affidavits. At the present time he is a 


district committeeman over in the new Dearborn engine plant where 
they produce the Pratt & Whitney engine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our information is that William H. Johnson is the 
executive adviser to the president of local 600. Is that correct / 

Mr. Romano. That is right. sir. 

Mr. Taverner. Was he known to you to have been a member of the 
Communist Party at any time? 

Mr. Romano. I don’t recall meeting him at Communist Party meet 
ings, although he has been a very very active member in the progres 
sive caucus of local 600, 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Nelson Davis? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party / 

Mr. Romano. Yes, he was. TI guess everybody knows that, because 
the Michigan Worker touted him as a leader of the Communist Party 
in many of its publications. 

Mr. TAvi NNER. His position then had been close to that of being 
an open member of the Communist Party in that the official organs 
of the Communist Party had mentioned him as a Communist 7 

Mr. Romano. That is right. 


TOOT 52 pt. 2 g 
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Mr. TavenNER. How has he been employed in local 600? 

Mr. Romano. Well, he has held several various oflices in the Dear- 
born Iron Foundry, as it is called today, and I understand vice presi- 
dent of the bargaining committee in charge of safety and one thing 
and another. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Haroid Franklin a person known to you to have 
been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. I recall him being named, but I can’t place him at any 
of the meetings that I attended. I don’t recall his name. The reason 
I can’t recall it is because I have been thinking about it for a period of 
days since he was named by Miss Bereniece Baldwin. I just can’t re- 
call ever placing him at a meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did he hold in the union? 

Mr. Romano. The latest I know of, he was recording secretary of 
the Dearborn Iron Foundry. In fact, I think he still is recording 
secretary of the Dearborn Iron Foundry. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mack Cinzori—— 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I met him early in the—when I joined the 
party in “42, I think, at some of the party functions and meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. What official position has he held at the local 600, 
if you know? 

Mr. Romano. The only one T can recall is he was a member of the 
general council and a district conmitteeman in the tool and die unit, 
and he is still a district committeeman in the tool and die unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Tom Jelley known to you to have been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What official position did Tom Jelley hold in local 
600, if you know? 

Mr. Romano. Since 1941 he has always been a district committee- 
man in the tool and die section of the Dearborn stamping plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell his last name; do you know ¢ 

Mr. Romano. J-e-l-l-e-y, I think. 

Mr. TAvenner. Are you acquainted with James Watts? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was James Watts known to you to have been a 
member of the Communist Party at any time? 

Mr. Romano. Well, during the trials in local 600 a year and a half 
ago, he admitted himself on the stand that he was a member of the 
Communist Party in 1943 for a period of about a year, 

Mr. Tavenner. Aside from his own admission, did you have knowl- 
edge of his Communist Party membership ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I remember a meeting that Nelson Davis 
brought him in. I think it was, if I am not mistaken, the civic center 
out on Erskine and Brush Street, or John R., I think it was. That is 
it, Erskine and John R. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of James Watts having admitted his 
Communist Party membership. In what connection did he admit 
his Communist Party membership ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Well, during the trials at Ford Local 600, which 
were held in 1950— 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he under oath at the time ? 

Mr. Romano. He was sworn by the committee under oath, yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you present during the trial ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you heard him testify ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he testify as to the Communist Party member- 
-hip of John Gallo? ‘ 

Mr. Romano. Right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Nelson Davis? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. By that I mean did he state under oath that they 
were members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. He mentioned that Nelson Davis was the one 
who recruited him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Paul Boatin? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Johnny Gallo? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Dave Moore? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What positions, if you know 

Mr. Romano. On the question—pardon me a second. To be fair 
about this, I don’t remember if he mentioned them all as party mem- 
bers because they weren’t on trial as party members alone. They were 
on trial on two counts: As party members, or subservient to the party 
line. I think those were the specific charges. He said that Nelson 
Davis recruited him, and I am pretty sure he said—in fact, I am posi- 
tive he said—that Johnny Gallo belonged, Paul Boatin belonged, but 
I am not so sure on the question of Dave Moore. Iam not positive on 
that one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what positions has James Watts held in local 
600, if you know? 

Mr. Romano. Well, he was member at one time of the international 
UAW staff. Then he was returned back to the shop for some reasons 
which I am not familiar with, and he was a member of he eeneral 
ouncil for quite some,time. Now he is a member of Carl Stellato’s 
personal staff. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was John Lawson known to you to have been a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was his connection or employment with 
local 600 ¢ 

Mr. Romano. He never had any connection as far as employment 
is concerned with local 600. He is a rank-and-file worker. I am not 
sure if he was a member of the council at one time or not, but in most 
of the time he was just a mere rank-and-filer, a worker on the job in 
the tool and die unit section of the pressed steel Dearborn plant—I 
mean Dearborn stamping plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Charles E. Morgan known to you to be a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What position did he hold in local 600, if any? 

Mr. Romano. He was a district committeeman at one time for a 
while. Then he was a member of the general council also at one time, 
I am pretty sure, and that’s about all the extent of his holding office. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything especially significant about hi: 
Communist Party membership or activity / 

Mr. Romano. Oh, yes. I remember when he first came into the 
pressed steel cell. We were warned about him, to watch him closely 
because of the fact that he had formerly belonged to the party but 
he had been expelled for certain deviations of which I never could 
get a very close picture, and he operated under the name of People- 
at that time, if T am not mistaken. That must have been during th« 
“Red decade.” ‘That was between 1930 and 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Roy Narancich a member of the party, to 
your knowledge ¢ 
Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he have any employment with local 600 ¢ 
Mr. Romano. Not to my knowledge, outside of being a member otf 
1e council possibly at one time or another. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Bagrad Vartainian 4 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to vou to have been a member of the 
Yommunist Party / 

Mr. Romano, Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you 
knew him to be a member? 

Mr. Romano. Well, the first time IT knew he was a member of the 
Communist Party is when we dissolved the factory branches. 
factory cells, rather, and operated under the CPA and the community 
cell, and he belonged to the Delray Club by virtue of his location 
I mean by virtue of the fact that he lived in that region. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he is the father-in-law of 
Paul Boatin ? 

Mr. Romano. At the present time he is. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know whether his daughter is employed in 
the office of local 600? 

Mr. Romano. She is. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is her name? 

Mr. Romano. Ann Vartainian. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is she now the wife of Paul Boatin ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is she known to you to be a member of the Com 
munist Party? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How many other persons are employed in thi 
same general capacity in which she is employed on the job? 

Mr. Romano. There must be around 30, [ imagine, about 30 typists, 
clerks—clerk of all sorts to take care of membership records and 
work as secretaries to the different officers and staff members. 

Mr, Tavenner. Do you know whether Ann Vartainian was pres: 
director of the Delray unit of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. I don’t know exactly whether she was press director, 
but she pinch-hitted more or less on the job of secretary and doing 
some typing and stuff that we needed and so forth. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Paul Boatin at any time held 
an official position in the Delray unit of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. I don’t recall because of the fact that he didn’t attend 
meetings too regularly, and when he did have occasion to be in the 
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meetings himself, he just came in and made a speech and that was 
the extent of his activity at that particular time, as I remember. 
Whether he had any activities within the party itself, I don’t know. 
I never asked him. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should ask you this at this time: You 
have mentioned the names of a number of individuals who were mem- 
bers of the Communist Party and who held positions or were employed 
by local 600, Which of those positions are elective and which are 
ippointive ¢ 

Mr. Romano. All of them are elective with the exception of staff 
members at the local. All of them are elected. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Walter Dorosh ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. He is now on the personal staff of Carl Stellato, 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Rom \NO, Not only a member of the Communist Party, but he 
was part of the top echelon in the State. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Was he press director at any time for the Ford 
section of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. Romano. He might have been. I don’t recall specifically. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not recall / 

Mr. Romano. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that he was a member of the top echelon 
of the Communist Party in the State of Michigan. Do you remember 
specifically what office he held ¢ 

Mr. Rom ino. From what I understood at exe: utive board meetings 
| attended, he wasa member of the State committee. 

Mr. Taverner. What position or to what extent was he active in 
local 6004 > That is, in local 600 in Communist Party affairs. 

Mr. Romano. He was in charge of cor relating the organization from 
a local level, from il rank ana filer level, from a member of local OUU 
level. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the Communist Party / 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. Everybody knew that that knows 
inything about politics in local 600. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Was Mike Hrabar known to you to have beet ib 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe his activity in the party 4 

Mr. Rom ANO. Well, he never held ah office outside ol general] council 
member and district committeeman, but he wielded a tremendous 
ufluence within loeal 600. 

Mr. Tavenner. Influence within what group 

Mr. Romano. Well, within the party itself, 

Mr. Tavenner. The Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. Yes, within the Communist Party. You see, we had 
a top committee, as I said before, that would meet with the oflicers of 
the local when the officers were cooperating with the party, and also 
n the region when the region was controlled by the left wing, and also 
in the international when the international was controlled by the left 
wing on cases and problems pertinent to local 600, 
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Mr. TavenNER. Do you know whether Leroy Krawford was a mem 
ber of the Communist Party at any time? 

Mr. Romano. I can’t place him at meetings, but I knew him as a 
member of the Communist Party, let’s put it that way. 

Mr. TavenNER. What were the circumstances under which you knew 
him as a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Well, within the progressive caucus, a question before 
the caucus itself, we discussed different maneuvers, et cetera, and hi 
also was in those side caucuses that we held in order to put over ou: 
program, and we discussed it as party members. 

Mr. TavenNeR. As Communist Party members? 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. TavenneR. Do you know the correct spelling of his name / 

Mr. Romano. L-e-r-o-y K-r-a-w-f-o-r-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Frank J. Martin known to you to have been : 
member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. I don’t recall Frank J. Martin. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Was Tersil Obriot known to you to be a member of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you describe, please, his position in local 600 
and his activity in the party, if you know ¢ 

Mr. Romano. In local 600 his position was that of a member and a 
worker in the shop, and as far as positions in the party, he never held 
any other than he was—he could be classified as a hard worker for the 
party. 

Mr. Tavenner. John—sometimes referred to as Whity—Saari, 
was he known to you to have been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his function in local 600 and in the party, 
if you know, the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Well, during the war he wasn’t very active. Then I 
understand he quit Ford, and he came back again in the motor plant, 
and now he is holding the office of appointed district committeeman i) 
the Dearborn engine plant, appointed by the president of the motor 
plant, of course, Paul Boatin. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Kenneth Roach known to you to have been : 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state what position he held both within th: 
Communist Party and local 600, if you know ? 

Mr. Romano. He joined the party at the tail end of my associatio1 
with the party, and I don’t know what his functions were in the party, 
as I recall, because he never belonged to our cell in the pressed stee! 
unit, and when we met on an over-all local basis, we never went 
through the procedures of agenda or anything other than to discus: 
political situations in the local union. But right now he is holding 
the office of district committeeman in the Dearborn engine plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Celia Edwards, also known as Mrs. Byron 
Edwards? 

Mr. Romano. I don’t recall ever meeting her at party meetings, but 
T do know that her husband was a party member, and T understand 
during the first years of his membership the home life wasn’t on a 
stabilized equilibrium because of his position. But whether she joined 
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the party after that or not, I don’t know at all. I couldn’t swear 
to it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether of not she held any position 
or place of employment with local 600? 

Mr. Romano. She is a clerk in local 600. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the present time? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Mary Page Davis? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she known to you to have been a member of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. During my association with the party, she never be- 
longed to the pressed steel cell, of course, because she never worked 
at Ford. She didn’t belong to the Delray cell because of the fact 
that she didn’t live in that region. But I knew for a fact that she 
was a member of the party because her name came up on different 
occasions during discussions within the party itself, and she was 
pointed out as a party member, a person that we could confide in, et 
cetera, et cetera. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether she held any place of employ- 
ment in local 600? 

Mr. Romano. I think she is a clerk-typist in local 600 at the present 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have already referred to Ann Boatin, I think. 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Opal Palmer? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she known to you to have been a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I met her during the CPA days in the Delray 
branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did she have any position of employment within 
local 600 ? 

Mr. Romano. She is stock clerk in local 600. 

Mr. Tavenner. She is employed in that capacity now ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Ruben Mardiros? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. I remember him. He chaired one of our meet- 
ings, one of the first meetings I went to at the pressed steel cell in the 
basement of a Rumanian church on Saline there, if I recall correctly, 
and he is a member of the tool and die unit, but he never held any 
official capacity to my knowledge in local 600. He wasn’t elected to 
any official capacity. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you said he chaired one of your meetings, you 
mean a Communist Party meeting? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Johnny Duncan ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to have been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. E verybody around local 600 knew it because he never 
made any bones about it, and he was one of the top four or five on 
the top committee of local 600 of the party. He functioned as a review 
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board member of the committee in local 600 which took up the griev 
ances in their third stage between the company and the union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Pete Kasper known to you to have been a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. ‘TaAvenNer. How was he employed, if at all, by local 600? 

Mr. Romano. I don’t remember him being ever employed as such 
unless he participated probably on PAC drives and one thing or an 
other, but he is a member of the open hearth unit, and he has held 
some official capacities such as general council member and possibly 
on the committee at one time or another. But [ understand now he 
is on the incentive-pay committee, if Lam correct. [think Lam pretty 
correct.on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Frank Stepanchenko known to you to hav 
been a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Romano. He belonged to the pressed steel branch. When I 
don’t add to my answers the fact that they didn’t leave the party, that 
indicates their present policy is still with the party. I want that 
understood. 

I don’t know what happened to him after 1946. I can’t verify it. I 
ean judge by the actions which speak louder than words, of course. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know anything of his activities within the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. No. He didn’t have any official capacity within the 
Communist Party, but he has been a district committeeman in the now 
Dearborn stamping unit for—oh, since I can remember way back i: 
41 or 42. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Walter O. Brown known to you to have been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What official position did he hold, if any, wit! 
local 6004 

Mr. Romano. Well, he served on the election committee on several 
eceasions In local 600. He has been a district committeeman for many 
years in the now Dearborn stamping plant for pressed steel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Emmett Forsythe known to you to have been a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes, but he quit at the same.time I did, in 1946. T was 
responsible—I might add, without being facetious, that I was respor 
sible for him joining the party, and he was one of the first ones 
that got out with me when we made our decision, and he was a great 
help in dissolving the cell in that particular unit although now, at the 
present time, he is serving on the staff of Carl Stellato. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were asked a question by a committee membe1 
regarding William Allan. I am not certain that you answered fully 
what William Allan’s position was with reference to the Communist 
Party while you were a member. 

Mr. Romano. I knew William Allan at some of our first meetings 
around the city and he was in charge, when I first joined the party, 
of the Rouge branch of the party, the Ford Rouge plant, and he was 
the guiding light, so to speak, of the party even though he never worked 
inthe Ford Motor Co., and he served as Michigan editor of the Michi- 
gan Worker, the Herald—I don’t know about the Herald because that 
was during the war—the Michigan Worker and the Daily Worker. 
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Mr. ‘Taverner. You say he occupied that position in the party and 
in the activity in the F ‘ord plant notwithstanding the fact he was not 
an employee / 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Not an employee of the Ford plant ? 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, was he an official of the union at any time ¢ 

Mr. Romano. No. not tomy knowledge, not at word for sure, 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Well, isn’t that a rather unusual thing that a person 
would occupy a position of that importance in a Communist group 
organized within a special industry such as the Ford plant / 

Mr. Romano. No: it wasn’t unusual. I remember a convention, 
now that you ask the question, in 1943, I think it was. where we 
elected oflicers of the State comuinittee. ] hever saw the “uy in 1\ life. 
| mean I don’t think he ever was in Michigan until that particular 
convention. We elected them to these particular offices because they 
were proposed from the top down, and the case of Schatz and Jackson 
was another occasion, especially at that time when the forces of the 
party were sagging terrifically, in 1947, 1948, and 1949. 

Mr. T AENNER. W ho was the individual that you had reference to 
that was elected to a‘State position in the party Ww ho probably had not 
been in the State before that time ? 

Mr. Romano. I don't reeall hisname. I wouldn't reeall his name. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, may I 4 

Mr. Woop. Mr. .Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Before vou leave the matter of Mr. Allan. if vou have 
not done so, Mr. Counsel, I personally have been asked on several occa 
SLONS by interested individuals as to whether or not any cloak of 
immunity extends to a member of the working press. T think it 
should be made perfectly clear that as far as ] personally am con- 
cerned, that I hope as soon as this matter has been disposed of in the 
Detroit area, and at such time as the committee cannot be ace used of 
stifling any expression on the part of the press, Mr. Allan will be 
called to Washington to testify before 2 s committee. IT think there 


re obvious rensols why he should not be called at the present time, 
but I should certainly not want the Imp ression to go abroad that he 
enjovs any immunity by virtue of his professional employment. 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romano, were you a delegate to the National 
Negro Congress 4 

Mr. Romano. Yes. T was, in 1941. a delegate to the National Negro 
Congress. If Tam correct—I am pretty sure [ am correct—it was the 
founding convention of the National Negro Congress, and it was in 
the fall. I think either October or November of 1941. T was sent there 
as a member of local 600, and T learned only later that I was sent 
through the maneuverings of the party to this particular convention 
with the administrator of the local at that particular time. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say you were sent by the maneuverings 
of the party, what party are vou referring to 4 

Mr. Romano. The Communist Party. All of us ex-party members 
refer to it as the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. IT understand, but for the accuracy of the record, 


you were speaking of three organizations in that one instance: One was 


local 600, another was the National Negro Congress, and the other 
was the Communist Party. 


Mr. Romano. That’s right. 
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Mr. Tavenner. And if you are not rather specific about it, ther 
might be room for confusion. 

Mr. Romano. I realize that everybody didn’t belong to the party. 
I am sorry. But anyway, I remember very specifically we went to 
Washington with a delegation of five, and we attended this convention. 
I can assure you it was quite a revelation to me because I had never 
been any other place but New Haven, Conn., and Detroit, Mich., pe- 
riod. It was a revelation in many ways because of the fact that I 
had heard a lot about Washington but I had never appreciated the cit) 
before. Of course, we took in the tourist spots such as Abraham 
Lincoln’s monument and all the rest of them. But during the conven 
tion, people were pointed out to me as leaders of the party whose 
names I don’t recall. In fact, they didn’t mention their names, Just 
pointed them out with their fingers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Leaders of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes, who were browsing around, so to speak, from 
place to place, or caucusing with people, so to speak, in terms of mak- 
ing it a very successful convention. 

I might add this was during the period when Russia was calling 
for the support and unity of the American people for the people's 
army to participate in the fight for liberation against the Fascists, 
and this conference was called primarily for the purpose of uniting 
the Negro people behind the war effort. 

I remember very well as eech made by Clayton Powell, and if any 
of you have heard Clayton Powell, you know that he is a man who ean 
really bring you up to the chandeliers, and when he is through he 
leaves you holding on to the chandeliers. ‘There is no question about 
it. He isa very forceful speaker. 

But anyway, the party functionaries criticized this speech by him 
because of the fact that he pointed up the erie vances of the Negro 
people in the country, and that he felt that not only should we support 
the war effort—the Negro people were prepared to support the war 
effort—but also that their grievances must be given some consideration 
during the war period. And the party at this particular time, because 
they were waving two flags, the American flag and the Red star, 
couldn't tolerate any type of deviation of this kind, and naturally 
they, I understand, called him on the carpet because he made this 
kind of a stirring speech. 

Mr. Woop. Called who on the carpet ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Called Clayton Powell on the carpet. 

Mr. Woop. Who did; the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romano. I heard that he was called on the carpet because of 
the stirring speech he made, and that it was not in keeping with a 
unity that was trying to be generated at this particular conference 
or convention. 

You see, as I tried to point out this morning, the party is not inter- 
ested in the real grievances of the Negro people, the working people, 
or the American people as a whole. 

Mr. Woop. By stating that you understood he was called on the 
carpet by some member of the Communist Party, did you mean to leave 
an inference here that Mr. Powell himself may have been a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. No, no; but he was working with the party at that 
time as many people have worked during—— 
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Mr. Porrer. The point that you make is this: That after Mr. 
Powell’s speech, the Communist Party criticized the speech ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Porrer. Because he believed that the so-called grievances of 
the Negroes should be considered as a problem even during this period 
of time? 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Porrer. And the Communists, because of our collaboration 
with the Soviet Union, wanted to put the interest of the Soviet Union 
ahead of any Negro problems that might exist ? 

Mr. Romano. That is exactly correct. 

Mr. Porrer. And they criticized Powell for his speech; is that the 
ssence f 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Jackson. That is, as distinguished from calling a member of 
the party before a disciplinary board for disciplinary action ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Jackson. I think that isthe thing we want to straighten up here, 

Mr. Romano. Lam sorry if I left the inference that Clayton Powell 
was a member of the Communist Party. I never heard of that and 
| have never seen anything about that. 

Mr. Porrer. He is a highly respected Negro leader. 

Mr. Romano. Yes. But I found it strange at that time that they 
should raise the issue because of the fact that I had heard that the 
party was honestly and sincerely attempting to resolve the problems 
of the Negro, but after I read the book by Clarence Darrow of his life, 
relating to the Scottsboro case, I found out that it was much different. 

Mr. Porrrer. That speaks a lie to the propag randa that the Communist 
Party puts out of their great interest in Negro problems. When the 
nterest conflicts with the interest of the Soviet Union, why, the inter- 
est of the Negro problem takes second place in prefer ice to the interest 
of the Soviet Union. Is that true / 

Mr. Romano. That is correct; definitely correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that vour judgment of the role of the Commu- 
ist Party with regard to the Negro race in the area of Detroit ¢ 

Mr. Romano. During the war, definitely. 

I might say this: That not only this particular National Negro Con- 
gress brought about that conclusion, but also cr of the fact that 
everybody else in the labor movement outside of the Communists were 
fighting for a double program. Victory at home and victory abroad, 
it that particular time during the war period, and they agitated and 
used all the villifications they were capable of to undermine this double 
victory program on the part of the American people at that particular 
time. 

I also might add, since we are on this particular question of the 
Negro people, that I personally admire the Negro people very very 
much, because never have they, in my opinion as I have seen it in 
action during my membership in the party, been sucked in, so to speak, 
on a mass basis as they would like people to believe, because the Negro 
people probably are taught when they are small not to accept the 
words of people as a means of establishing friendship or that people are 
their friends, but rather actions speak louder than words. ‘They came 
in in droves during the war, but they left in droves also. Very few 
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stayed on on a permanent basis. You could count them on the fingers 
of your hand practically in the city of Detroit. 

But anyway, the question of propaganda again enters into the pic- 
ture as far as exploiting the problems of the Negro. I have here a 
copy—and I want to use as an exhibit, I am not going to read it—of 
the Sunday Worker dated February 10, 1952, which states under a 
subheadline here, “Local 600 wins jobs for Negroes in aircraft build- 
ing,” and it goes on to say: “Despite all efforts of the Union from 
1941 to 1945, Negroes could not get hired in the Aircraft Building.” 

That is the greatest piece of literary prostitution, to use the com- 
mon dialetical Communist term, that I have ever seen in my life, be 
cause today there are 2,000 people—at least 2,000 people walking 
the streets of Detroit who worked in the Aircraft Building from 1941 
to 1945. And, further, Abe Sanford, Buddy Waterman, and Kermit 
Meade were elected district committeemen in that particular unit of 
the Ford Motor Co. So you see how they try to use the Negro issue 
to their own ends. Paul Boatin, who reported this article says that 
he is the guy who got the Negroes in the Aircraft Building in local 
600 when everybody here from local 600 in the audience and other- 
wise knows that that is a premeditated lhe, a premeditated lie, just 
to point up their great love for the Negro people of America when 
they really don’t have any love because they are only waving the 
Communist flag at all times. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well now, were the three persons whom you men- 
tioned as being elected to official positions in the union members of 
the Negro race? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. All three of them were members of the Negro 
race, and Kermit Meade is now a time-study engineer for the VAW— 
and this took place in the Aircraft Building where no Negro was work 
ing between the vears of 1941 and 1945. IL would like to submit that 
for the record. 

Mr. Woop. Do - ou mean there were no Negroes working. accord- 
ing to that article / 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. But there were over 2,000 Negroes 
working there in that particular unit, and most of them are still liv- 
ing today, walking the streets of Detroit who can bear testimony to 
that fact, who can bear testimony to that fact and point that up as the 
most unmitigated piece of literary prostitution that I have ever run 
across, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer the document in evidence and 
ask that it be marked “Romano Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Romano Exhibit No, 2” 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Woop. Proceed. 

Mr. Romano. I also might point out another incident that hap- 
vened and then I can close because I think that the Negro people 
eve what the role of the Communist Party is without me telling 
them or telling anyone in the citv of Detroit who is of the Negro rac 

Mr. Tavenner. This committee though is very much interested in 
that subject. 

Mr. Romano. Yes, I know. Everybody knows that in the city of 
Dearborn, Negroes are not allowed to live. It isn’t only in Georgia, 
or Tennessee, or Alabama, of Louisiana, or any place else. It is up 
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here, too, in certain cases. The top echelon of the party in the Rouge 
plant lives in Dearborn. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Communist Party? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. Many of its leaders live in Dearborn. I re- 
member about a year ago well, let me Say it this way: When I 
bought a home in 1945, I didn’t buy it in Dearborn because I still felt 
that piinicple came before anything else, and IT still feel the same 
way. But I find that a certain individual by the name of Ed Lock 
who 1s supposed to be an outstanding leader of the proletariat, who 
S supposed to lead the workers from the morass of darkness into 
the lieht. was living in Delray at that time and the Negroes had 
moved into that section of Detroit and what does he do? The first 
chance he gets to buy a house, he buys it in Dearborn, and he is a 
member of the top echelon of local 600 party members. Now, if 
these people have such a oreat love for the Negro people, how come 
they scurry away from them and go where they can’t live next to 
them / 

Mr. Woop. Perhaps he May be an apostle of the old doctrine: 
Sometimes it becomes necessary for aman to rise above principle. 

Mr. Romano. [ can say this—That people who cast stones should 
never live in glass houses. I understand that these people have 
been casting quite a few stones about Georgia, Alabama; although 
I can agree that possibly there is ho doubt that there are some prob- 
lems which I hope with time and education We can take care of in 
(America, but the only people that are going to take care of it are the 
American people and no one else. 

Mr. Porrer. But the question here is the fact that the Communists 
have used the Negro issue as an issue without any effort or real effort 
totry to solve that issue. 


Mr. Rom \NO) Phat’s rig if 
Mr. Porrer. You know, there are many people that like to keep 
things as Issues rather than TO solve the isst es HDeCUUSe hy dol cv Ttiut 


thev remove the issue. 

Mr. Romano. Well, I just don’t think that they are honest and 
sincere when they talk about resolving the problems of the Negro 
people. ‘The only reason they point them up is because they know a 
in other 1rite lligent person 1 this country knows that three quarters 
of the people in the world are part of the colored race, three-quarters 
of them. You know and everybody in this room knows that the of 
fensive today is on these countries such as in Asia and Africa. and 
they point up these questions such as lynchings and so forth in these 
countries which take place in America and they point them up sharply 
and Say that the Americans are anti Nevro, thev are anti-this and 
nti that. and naturally they Pain some adherence to their cause 
through that. 

Mr. Porrer. And we can thank God that the vast majority of the 
Nevro people, clespite all of the concent rated etforts 1h) ile by the Com- 
munists to divide them and to bring them into their sphere, have been 
ible to withstand it. 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Porrer. And they have problems which they want to solve and 
will solve by constitutional means. 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. That is why T said when T started: 
| am proud of the Neoro people, and I am proud to be one individual 
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who will always fight in the best interests of civil rights, because | 
too come from a minority group such as being an Italian and being 
foreign born at the same time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romano, we have seen ace ording to a prograi 
of the Michigan School for Social Science that there was a cours 
conducted there by William Allan on the role of Communists durin 
strikes. Do you have any special knowledge regarding the Gen 
munist role durine strikes which you have not already told us about 

Mr. Romano. No, I don’t, because I never attended that school. 
I said before, immediately after I became a member of the Communis 
Party, within a 6-month period, William Allan joined the Arme: 
Forces, and when he came out I only participated in several meet 
ings after that, and since that time I have never attended any meet 
ings of the Communist Party or its classes. 

Mr. Tavenner. There have been prosecutions of members of thi 
Communist Party under the Smith Act. Are you acquainted wit! 
the Communist Party position with regard to the Smith Act? 

Mr. Romano. I am, sir. Iam glad you asked that question becaus: 
of the fact that if I can remember correctly, a strike took place in th 
city of Minneapolis in which 18 people, members of this particular 
teamsters local, were indicted for rioting et cetera, et cetera, and th: 
Communist Party at that time during the procedure of the trial- 
Earl Browder himself sent a telegram to charge these people wit 
sedition because of the fact that they were involved in a strike during 
the war which was inimical and sabotaging the war effort. You se 
the reason they did this: was because of the fact that these individual! 
or some of them at least known as the Dunne brothers, if lam correct, 
were members of the Socialist Workers’ Party or the Trotskyite wing 
of the Communist Party who are supposedly the greatest no good so 
and-so’s in God’s creation insofar as the Communist Party is con 
cerned, or the Stalinist Party which should more appropriately 
named since Trotsky broke with Stalin way back after Lenin’s deat! 
and anyone that smells like a Trotskyite would have the same effect a 
a red flag in front of a bull, and they were only too eager to take wy 
cudgels for the Government to railroad, as they claim they are being 
railroaded now under the Smith Act, these men for sedition becaus 
they had the audacity to participate in a strike during the war effort. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. In other words, if the Communist Party did not 
believe in the brand of communism that was involved, they desired 
prosecution under the Smith Act, but if it was their brand of con 
munism that was being prosecuted under the Smith Act, then w 
would find these various defense committees arising all over th 
country with protests to Judge Medina, protests to the Supren 
Court, protests to the President to the prosecution of members o! 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That’s correct, sir. And anybody that knows an) 
thing about. political science in America knows that immediate] 
after the First World War, when they started certain trials of { 
same type after the First World War, everybody came to the ai 
of the Communists, but they found out that when anybody else 
the labor movement such as a Socialist, Social Democrat, Trotsky 
ite, or any member of a great many different wings of socialism wer 
involved in trouble with the Government, they were the first one 
to deny organizations such as the Civil Rights Congress, such as th 
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American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, defense 
for this, defense for that; they denied them the right to help them 
because democracy to them only works on a one-way street basis: “We 
want the democracy, and to hell with the next guy.” God help them 
as far as they are concerned ! 

When a person like Stanley Nowak comes up here and talks about 
democracy, about the freedom of speech, and all those goose-pimple 
phrases that draw goose-pimples from the top to the bottom of your 
neck and to the tip of your haunches, so to speak, why, that don’t 
meal a thing. It is empty phrases, They are peddlers of fake 
logans just like a bootlegger is a peddler of fake alcohol, the sam 
Vay. Their hypocrisy knows ho height and it knows ho hell, be- 
lieve me, 

Mr. Woop. Would it interfere with your line of questioning, Mr. 
Counsel, to permit me to make a few interrogations of this witness 
before he gets away from local 600 7 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir; not at all. 

Mr. Woop. Notwithstanding the fact that according to your testi- 
iony you had been disassociated with the Communist Party for 
ome years, your observation of the party and its influence in this 
particular trade organization known as local 600, which I believe 
has a membership now of approximately 60,000 people; is that 
correct 4 

Mr. Romano. About 50,000 right now. 

Mr. Woop. Is the influence of the Communist Party and the Com 
munist sympathizers, whether members of the party or not, greater 
or less now than the ratio of the membership generally of the party ? 
HTas it decreased as the membership of the party has. or ha It in- 
creased, or is it on a level? How do you ficure it today ¢ What is 
your opinion about it 4 

Mr. Romano. Do you want me to answer that question, sir ? 

Mr. Woop. Yes. 

Mr. Romano. I hesitated to mention that this morning when I 
entioned the facts about fellow travelers and pro-Communists be- 
wuse I didn’t want to deviate from the thing at hand, and that is 
the Communist issue itself. But since you asked the question, the 
membership of the party is at least four times or three times less 
than it was during the war, but still they are able to sway more 
ufluence because the party is interested in unity all the time, unity 
programs. They come out a dime a dozen, about 10 times a year, 
init program for this, unity for that. They want to reunite with 
everybody that is for their program. So you have in local 600 today 
hree forces united together which met, I understand—I don’t under- 
tand, I know—3 weeks ago, the Sunday before the hearings started 

the first instant in Detroit. 

Mr. Woop. You mean the hearings of this committee ? 

Mr. Romano. That's right. And they pledged in blood, so to speak, 
to help one another; one for all and all for one. Stellato got up and 
Rice got up and all the rest of them, Hood and so forth, and these three 
forces joined forces; namely, what is left of what use to be the right 

ing force, and the progressive caucus, and the party in the progres- 
ve caucus. All these forces joined forces officially in local 600. 
Prior to that they had been working together since May of last year. 
lhey controlled in the council at least 90 percent of the delegates, 
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these 3 forces together, and they controlled 19 out of 25 position : 


on the executive board. Naturally that means they control the propa 
ganda arm, the Ford Facts. And incidentally, the Ford Facts is supe: 
vised by the president of the local union. I know. I was vice pres 
dent once, and I know that the president of the local union has the sol, 
authority of enunciating its policy and what goes into the paper ai 


not the publicity. That committee hasn't met, I don’t think three 


times since 1941. So the members of the commercial press can get 
that straight, that the publicity committee very rarely meets. It is t] 
president of the local who sets the policy of the paper. And also 
controls all the committees of the general council such as PAC whi 
plays an important part in elections, and so forth; the election commi! 
tee; and all the other committees which make up the general counc 


They have today the greatest influence, the party has, because 3 months 


before the adoption of the present program of local 600, or even befor 
It came up for discussion at local 600, the Michigan Worker carrie 
that same particular program word for word. That is not my stat 


ment, sir. That is a matter of record in local 600 and a matter of 


record of the Michigan Worker, and I hope that no one will try to «i 
viate from the thing that I am here personally for, and that is to t 
my experiences so that other people will realize what is going on, b 
eause like I said before, if IT can make one convert against communisn 
niv mission shall be accomplished. If I can made it 100, it will b 
accomplished one-hundred-fold. 

Mr. Porrer. I understand that there is nothing as vicious as lab 
polities. In national polit 1cs they claim you are subject to the doublk 
cross at any time, but in labor politics if you can get by without a triph 
cross, Why, vou are lucky. Is that an experience that you have had 
the labor field ? 

Mr. Romano. I had it in 1950. believe me. T will never forget 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, mav I make a comment here? Thi 

: a o Co) 
munists, past and present, not only in 600, but in other branches, ot! 
agencies. Up to this point, it has been pretty much like Mark Twa 
suid about the weather: “Everybodys is talking about it, nobody 
doing much about it.” Remember that this situation is not limite 
to Detroit: LO million people are looking to these developments a 


they are wondering when all of the wencles in this part of the eount) 


hearings have resulted in a number of disclosures respectin 


are going to take some of these Communists by the seat of the pat 
and throw them out of the unions. I think it is a very proper inqu 

because up to this time we have been confronted with bylaws and co 
stitutions and any number of reasons why certain things could not | 
done. The committee has not been told whi self-admitted, why ident 
fied Communists have not been removed. I think it is propos to t] 
particular moment. 

Do you have any comment on that? 

Mr. Romano. Yes, I have; and my comment is this, sir; I hope vy 
will take it in the light in which it is given. I found that when | 
started in 1946, boring from within and using the same tacties they 
used on others, that the only way that you can beat the Communist 
is beat them on a programmatic basis. If we use the same method 
they doin Russia, I believe that we would be defeating the purpose. | 


sincerely and honestly believe that we would be defeating the purpose. 
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The thing that the Communists hate most is to be brought out into 
the light of day. That is the thing they hate most, to be brought out 
into the heht of day. 

Mr. Jackson. Let me say in that connection that the philosophy 
that a few Communists working in an organization can do no harm, 
that the processes of democracy will, in time, take care of the situation 
has taken a third of the population of the earth behind the iron 
curtain, 

You can no more do business with a Communist today than you could 
do business with Adolf Hitler during the war. 

Mr. Romano. IT agree with you. 

Mr. Jackson. The sooner the substantial loyal American elements 
in the unions of Detroit and of Michigan and of this « ountry, take the 
bull by the horns and throw the Communists out. the soone r we are 
going to get the matter of communism in hand. But as long as they 
remain, they retain a constant undeviating influence tor the over- 
throw of this COUnTrY, So | have no svinpathiy With those who say: 
“Well, true, so and so has been ident ified two or three t mes, but after 
all, he has certain rights and certain privileges.” I say that he will 
destroy those rights and privile es if you let him vo tar enoug 

Mr. Romano. I might say this: I don’t think you understood me 
correctly. Possibly I would be in favor of changing the constitution 
of the UAW, for example, Lyvt until it | changed, then we should 


| ] 


follow democracy. When it Is changed, then it becomes demo racy 


] 
' 
il. 


again to put them out of the union, if the convention so delegates the 
union to do so. 

Mr. Jackson. Have any proposals been advanced to make the 
hanges that will be required to expel an admitted ¢ OMUWUIsSt Or an 
identified Communist / 

Mr. Romano. As far as admitted Communists or Communists who 
have been placed on trial and proven euilty, the UAW eonstit ition 
Oo provides that they be removed from oflice, but the UAW conven 
tion does not take place until next vear in April, and possibly at that 
convention the thing ia be made mu ‘h more broad than wl at 1 
s today, possibly to inelude people who have refused to answer under 
the fifth amendment or something like that. IT don’t know. Biit then, 
once it is in the hooks. it becomes part of the UAW COnSTITUELON. ‘| nen 
tis democratic to follow through with that CONSTITUTION, 

Mr. Jackson. Let it be hoped that the vast majority of the members 
of the UAW CIO about whose lovalty | have he cyte Stion Will WwW del 
take to expel those who expound the sie philosoph ( us thos who 
ire Wielding bayonets against our men in Korea. 

Mr. Woop. I think it might be pertinent to at this time insert into 
the record this provision of the UAW constitution whi h reads as 
follows, and I quote: 

No member of any local union shall be eligible to hold any elective or appointive 
position in this international union or in any local union in this international 
nion if he is a member of or subservient to any politi ! ati 
e Communist, Fascist, or Nazi organizatior Which owes its allegiance to 
uy government other than the United States or Canada, directly or indirectly 


} 


What broader authority do they need than the author t\ { 1e\ have 
got now under their own constitution ¢ 
Mr. JACKSON. It requires implementation. 


9T0907 4 pt. 2- Q 
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Mr. Porrer. As I understand it, this is for the officers, the elected 
and appointed officers ? 

Mr. Romano. Not appointed. The appointed they can summarily 
discharge, but the elective officers—you see, the constitution under it: 
trial procedures must implement that particular part of the constitu 
tion. Such trials were held in local 600 in 1950. They came to a fina! 
conclusion eventually, but they were sidetracked by so many detours 
because of many different reasons which I don’t like to go into at this 
particular time. 

Mr. Woop. Excuse the interruption, Mr. Counsel. 

Maybe at this time we had better take a 15-minute recess. 

(A recess was taken.) 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order, please. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romano, will you tell the committee, please, 
what role the Communist Party played, if you know, in the organ- 
ization and the activity of the Michigan Congress for the Protection 
of the Foreign Born and the Michigan Civil Rights Congress also, 
if you know? 

Mr. Romano. As far as the Michigan Civil Rights Congress, I at- 
tended one of their conventions in 1943, I believe, and the role of the 
Civil Rights Congress is to protect the civil liberties of the Com- 
munists and fellow travelers and pro-Communists in America. It is 
particularly a Communist-front organization as I pointed out this 
morning, and it promotes the interests of the Communist Party in 
America and only for the Communists in America. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I interrupt you there a moment? Do you hav 
any personal knowledge of their plan and the manner in which the ry 
raise money for bail bonds? 

Mr. Romano. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, will you proceed, please, in answer to 
the question with regard to the Michigan Committee for the Protec 
tion of the Foreign Born ? 

Mr. Romano. My only knowledge about this organization took plac« 
in my office while I was vice president of local 600 when one afternoon 
Arthur McPhaul came into my office to discuss a problem, so he said 
When he came in, he started talking about sponsoring—if I would be a 

sponsor for the Committee of the Foreign Born. I told him—I asked 
him rather, “What hatpeos purpose of this committee?” I said, “I would 
ei something if was in the best interests of the working people 

f America and Pe ica as a whole to protect the rights of people if 
necessary.” And he told me that because of the hysteria and deporta 
tions that were taking place at this time, that he was going around 
getting sponsors for this particular organization, and that he felt that 
since I was a vice president of local 600 and born in Italy that I would 
be a great influence on the sponsorship list. 

So I asked him, I said, “Well, level off, Art.” I said, “Level off. 
There is nobody here in the office so you can’t say that I am going 
around red-baiting you. You are a party member and I am an ex 
party member. So there is no question of red-baiting involved. Wi 
both know the score. Level off. Is the party behind this? Mayb 
I will buy it, I don’t know.” So he said, “Well, you know, Lee, you 
know of course the party is behind it.” 
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So I said, “MePhaul, I will buy this any time in the future when I 
want a one-way ticket back to Italy, a free one-way ticket back to 
Italy. Then I will become a sponsor for this organization, because 
the best way for me to end up in Italy—not that I don’t like the coun- 
try as far as taking a trip back there—but the best way for me to 
end up there permanently would be to be a sponsor on this com- 
mittee.” 

That is my full extent and knowledge of the committee. 

Mr. WavrTer. During the course of these discussions, did anybody 
ever tell you what the foreign born who were lawfully in the United 
States had to fear? 

Mr. Romano. Well, I told him that I wasn’t worried about being 
picked on, and I said I saw no reason why I should band together with 
other foreigners in this country for that particular purpose, because 
certainly I felt that with the exception of the episode from 1942 to 
1946 that I saw no reason why they should start persecuting me. 

Mr. Wacrer. I am thoroughly convinced that that line of argu- 
ment has been adopted for the purpose of deceiving people who were 
not born in the United States, because the Supreme Court ‘has ruled 
that a person lawfully in the United States whether born here or not 
has the same protection under the Constitution as a native-born citi- 
zen, and because of all of these misrepresentations I am convinced that 
it is part of the Communist line to endeavor to deceive these people 
and make them feel that they are second-class or inferior in some 
respect. 

Mr. Romano. That is absolutely my feelings on it, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Would you yield for a moment ¢ 

In that regard, it might be pointed out that with the exception of 
the few remaining American Indians in America, all of us are either 
foreign born or the descendants of foreign-born people. 

Mr. Waurer. It is just a case of which boat our ancestors came 
over on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romano, the CIO expelled from its ranks sev- 
eral labor international unions, among which were the United Elec- 
trical, Radio, and Machine Workers of America, and the Mine, Mill, 
and Smelter Workers. I think possibly there were five or six different 
international unions which were expelled. Now, at the time of their 
expulsion, the CLO advised its membership of the role of the Commu- 
nist Party and of its aims and purposes in infiltrating the labor move- 
ment. Are you acquainted with the circumstances under which these 
expulsions occurred, and if you are, we would like to have the benefit of 
your knowledge relating to them, and, if at the same time you know 
of any factual illustrations which would either prove or disprove the 
correctness of the CLO in that action, we would like to hear about it. 

Mr. Romano. Yes; I have that knowledge, and I might say this on 
it: The party at one time dominated approximately 20 international 
unions in the CLO, and 12 of these unions were expelled from the C1O. 
Che party felt that once they dominated these unions they practically 
owned these unions. They felt that they owned these unions. But 
time has proven that the gyrations of the party reacted like a cancer 
in the American labor movement, and many of the leaders of the CIO 
recognized that. 

The beginning of the end of the influence of the Communists or 
the Communist Party in the CLO took place, in my opinion, at the 
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UAW convention in 1946 when the most anti-Communist labor lead 
er in America, Walter P. Reuther, was elected president of the UAW 
CIO. That started a chain reaction which ended up in the expulsion 
of these 12 unions. The election of Reuther was followed by the 
breaking of Curran in the Maritime from the Communist Party 
domination; Quill in the ag ition Workers Union broke with 
the Communist Party in 1947, L understand. ‘The setting for the 
expulsion of these unions, to the best of my knowledge, took place 
in 1947 at the CLO convention in Portland, where, under the leader 
ship of Reuther and other strong anti-Communists, they put the Com- 
munist Party within the CIO on the spot and told them to stop and 
desist—it was written right into the constitution—to stop and de- 
sist from interfering with the CLO. However, the party never paid 
any attention to it. 

In the 1949 Cleveland convention, the UE was expelled by con 
vention action because of its gyrations, because of the Communist 
Party line. But the outstanding example of the whole 12 was the 
Mine, Mill, and Smelter Union which, for a period of 12 years, fol 
lowed the Communist Party line from A to Z. Their program and 
their activities were pointed up to achieve the Communist Party pro 
gram in America and not the legitimate hopes and aspirations of the 
CIO program, and the facts prove it. 

In 1938, the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Union through its propaganda 
arm, their newspaper, fought for a collective security program, and 
if you will recall that period of collective security where Russia was 
demanding the revision of the Neutrality Act, they were demanding 
embargo of food and goods to Italy, Germany, and Spain and other 
Fascist countries, but in 1939 when the Russian-Nazi pact took place, 
the line changed, and so did the line of the Mine, Mill, and Smelters’ 
Union. Its president and its newspaper then elevated to the saint 
hood Mussolini, Hilter, Franco, ‘Tojo, and all the Fascist forces i 
the world. They started what was known at that time as the Amer 
ican Peace Mobilization program, and of course the question comes up 
How do you spell “peace” —do you spell it, Pp i-e-C-@, a piece of a coun- 
try at a time, or do you spell it, p-e-a-c-e. We know exactly how Hit 
ler spelled it and we know today exactly how Russia spells it, a piece 
of somebody’s you-know-what. 

Then came June 22, 1941, when Hitler attacked the Soviet Union, 


and the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers’ paper, which was printed 
on the day before and which was issued under the date of June 25, 
1941, the presses had already rolled. We found that they were still 
att: ce Yea much to their embarrassment, the American polie v. attack 
ing Roosevelt as a warmonger because he was for revision of the Nei 
trality Act and so forth and so on. They attacked Murray as a war 
monger and as a Wall Streeter along with Hillman, Reuther, and the 
rest. But the day after Russia was attacked, the line gyrated agai 
and the isolationists became the Fascists, became the warmongers. 
John L. Lewis became the Fascist, where just the day before he was 
being claimed as the great leader of the American labor movement 
because of his isolationist policies. And of course, in turn, according 
to their titles, Roosevelt, Murray, Hillman, Reuther, and all the rest 
were elevated to the sainthood once again and the others that they 
just left were relegated to the doghouse. 
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Then, of course, this political arm and the president of the Mine, 
Mill, and Smelter Workers Union started drumming, beating the 
tom-toms for the second front. They started beating the tom-toms 
for all those other things during the war that would help speed vic- 
tory for the great people’s war, the great liberation front and et 
cetera Which had come about over a period of 24 hours. 

Then again we come to 1945 and 1946 and the line changed again. 
This time, the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers Union began to attack 
the Marshall plan, began to attack Truman as a warmonger because 
the American policy at that time was to feed and help the nations to 
resist communism In Europe and elsewhere. A resolution was brought 
up at the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers Union attacking both the 
United States and Russia because of their interest in Europe and 
elsewhere but this resolution was defeated in the Mine. Mill. and 
Smelter Workers Union because it attacked Russia, and Russia, ae- 
cording to its executive board and its president and its propaganda 
arm, could never be eriticized or was above criticism. 

The Nn. of course, came the Atlantie Pact which it res sted. It sup- 
ported thie coup mn (‘ze hoslovakia when Ry Issia moved mnt WAL | 0- 
slovakia to protect the people's front. the people's adem ocrac! ft the 


great Soviet Union. In the meantime the membe rship of this particu- 

lar union dropped from 100,000 to 44,000 mx mbers ecause its mem- 

bers were fed up with its anti-American poli ul Witt flag- 
“the Soviet flag. . 

her 11 unions 

pported Will. 

» Roosevelt 


or to the 


Cabs ; 
doha vicious attac 


Streeter in 1946. 1947. 
hn aeccuseq him of yuist WS] Wore to cle feat 
other ac ts, al cl M Irray Was I; iwihas ‘k bed at 
me, if I recall correctly. When he vot out of the 
diately started to wield the ax upon the Conmunist- 
! He started in 1940, but then he was elevated 
unthood so quickly in 1941 that it wasn’t the most opportune 
time, of course, to attack him at that Lime, suit when he cot out of 
the sick bed, he immediately called an exes utive board meet) buadbvem 
national CIO and there broke relations with the World i er ion 
Trade Unions which Wwils domi ited { = 1 Its embrvon i stages, 
was formed in the Kremlin itself. and it is still in existence and is an 
arm of the Soviet Union as far as trade-unions in iron-curtain coun 


‘ 
] 
it 


‘s are concel ned, 

They nevel eritieized the Soviet [nion, a said before. and they 
supported UE in then fielit against expulsion. and the only defense 
th) at record shi ws that these per ple ! the | hited Min -M | ‘ and 
Smelter Workers Union and the other 11 unions put up was this 
defense: That by kicking these unions out, you Wo ild destroy the 
American labor movement. But subseqi ent events prove l that 7 oth- 
ing could have been further from the truth. 


lhe 
1g 
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You see, these people, when they are on the spot always hide behi 
the cloak of labor, always point up the fact that by destroying them. 
you are destroying the labor movement. But since they were ex 
pelled from the C1O, the CIO has become a better, a more responsible 
and a bigger union than before because with these 12 unions whi 
originally left with a membership of a million and some membe 
it is now reduced to around 600,000 members or less at the prese: 
time, and as time goes on, they will meet complete oblivion, in m 
estimation, because as I said before, communism has nothing in con 
mon with the working people in America, and the leaders of the CIO 
recognize this and have made a major contribution—I want to repe 
that—a major contribution in defeating the forces of communis! 
within the CIO. They have proved that. And they did it by demo- 
cratic action. That is what counts, democratic action, because the) 
can’t point up in other countries that they are being kicked out by 
violent or other means—by democratic action, by changing the cor 
stitution of the CIO. I think that is very, very important in the same 
manner as people today when they vote these people out of office, they 
deal them a more destructive blow than they would by throwing then 
out of the plant because they can’t go crying that the people acted as 
a mob of violence, and so forth, but through the processes of demo 
racy, and although those processes may be slow, they are forever 
supreme. 

Mr. Tavenner. Notwithstanding the fact that the CIO expelled 
these unions for Communist Party activities, do you know whether 
or not any of the leaders in the UAW have, since their expulsion, 
given them encouragement or counseled or helped them in any 
manner ? 

Mr. Romano. Who do you mean? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, those organizations which were expelled by 
the C1O. 

Mr. Romano. Yes. Were they what? 

Mr. Tavenner. Have any officials of local 600 assisted those ousted 
unions in any way, to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Romano. Yes. Now that you mention it, Pat Rice took up the 
cudgels for the UE in an election that was being held in St. Joseph, 
Mich., about a year ago. He wrote a letter to this particular UE 
president of this particular local, telling him that the actions of t! 
UAW of which he was an executive in a local capacity, in local 600, 
was acting in the detriment of the best interests of the workers by 
challenging an election at that particular local union, and because of 
this letter the UAW lost its election; and this same letter was used i 

the Burroughs election in this particular city by the UE, who was 
also a contending party in this election. 

Also, last summer, in August, Pat Rice attended a convention of 
the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers in Arizona, where he attac P d 
both the foreign policy of the United States and the policy of t 
UAW-CIO in a speech he made before this particular convention. 

Mr. Tavenner. And both of those incidents were after the CIO ha 
expelled those international unions from its organizations? 

Mr.-Romano. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall any instances where high functio1 
aries of the Communist Party appeared before conferences or conve! 
tions of local units of the Communist Party in Detroit ? 
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Mr. Romano. Yes. In 1943 Williamson, executive secretary or sec- 
retary of the Communist Party in the United States did attend that 
particular convention. He was some sort of a secretary. I forget 
what it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether he had any special mission 
with the people of this area who were members of the party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. No, I don’t recall. I just saw him at the convention. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he one of the 11 Communists who were convicted 
as the top leaders in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Romano. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether there were other high fune- 
tionaries who appeared here ¢ 

Mr. Romano. Earl Browder appeared at the rally in 1945, I re- 
member that; and Betty Gannett, who was a functionary, appeared on 
several occasions. She was on the national committee, I think. That 
is all I can remember offliand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I believe I have no further ques- 
tions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter, any questions ? 

Mr. Watrer. Yes. 

Mr. Romano, in discussing assistance in a strike, you mentioned 
the IWO Garibaldi Society, I believe. Is that a Communist-front 
organization ? 

Mr. Romano. It definitely is a Communist-front organization. 

Mr. Watrer. Who are the oflicers of that Italian society ? 

Mr. Romano. I don’t recall right now who the officers were at that 
time. As I said, I never attended a membership meeting. I attended 
a couple of meetings in different people’s homes, but I never actually 
attended a membership meeting. 

Mr. Watrer. Well, I, for one, want to express to you my thanks 
for doing what you have done today. It has been very disturbing to 
me to see the large number of people accepting the hospitality of our 
shores and in a very short time attempting to thrust on the American 
people a different form of government. As one who was not born in 
the United States, it is indeed refreshing to find that you have the 
courage to come here and make the kind of a contribution that is far 
more significant than you or anyone else within the hearing of my 
voice for the moment appreciates. Perhaps it is equivalent to a divi- 
sion of soldiers. Who knows ¢ But it is only because of men who 
have courage such as you have exhibited that the American people 
will become aware, particularly those poor misguided victims of all 
sorts of things who just don’t and can’t analyze or reason, and you 
have brought to them, I am certain to a great many of them, a full 
realization that after all, our beloved Republic didn’t become a leader 
today through any choice, but whether we like it or not, that is what 
we are, and I think you are entitled to a great deal of eredit in this 
world-wide conflict that is now being waged. 

Mr. Romano. May I beg your indulgence? I would like to say a 
word, sir: In this whole matter, transcending the whole thing. T find 
this in my experience: that there is no shortcut to Shangri-La or 
Utopia: that we, the American people, I sincerely and honestly feel, 
ean resolve the problems of our people prov iding’ the people are ready 
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and willing to sacrifice time and participate in their government, 
participate in the or ganizations that make up our way of life such a: 
veterans’ organiz: itions, religious organizations, labor organizations. 
and many others 

And I say to the American people: Let us not blame Wall Stree: 
and the others for our problems. It is time that we begin to blam« 
ourselves, because in America we have the tools with which to work. 
The American Constitution and the American Bill of Rights give 
us those guaranties, and if we will take the time and sacrifice and 
breathe life into every single word of that Constitution and that Bil 
of Rights, take it off the shelves and make every word mean something 
then no one in America will ever have to fear totalitarianism, fascisn 
or any other form of government. 

And I might add, sir—pardon me—in view of the fact that Mr 
Albertson, acting chairman of the Communist Party of Michigan—|! 
understand that he has challenged you toa debate. I. as an ex-Com 
munist, challenge him publicly to a — on the role of the Com 
munist Party in reference to the American working people. I chal 
lenge him on television, radio, or any ies else, now or at any time 
in the future! , 

Thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Romano, I want to join with my colleague, Mr 
Walter, in expressing my thanks. I think that you have out of your 
experience and your knowledge of the nature and extent of the Com- 
munist conspiracy, contributed a great deal to pubhe information on 
the subject. 

I want to refer back, however, in very unequivocal terms to the re 
sponsibility of organized labor to clean house from within. You ar 
quite right that it should be done by the democratic process within the 
framework of the constitution and bylaws, but I would certainly hope 
as an individual that this great labor organization will continue the 
work that it commenced in the expelling of the Communist-dominate: 
unions, and will see that the forces which seek the destruction not only 
of the constitutions of unions but of the Constitution of the Unite 
States are dealt with promptly and effect ively, 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. Mr. Romano, I, too, want to join my colleagues in 
thanking vou for your testimony here today not only to the Committee 
on Un-American Activities but to the American people. Your ex 
perience in the field of labor, of course, will give your testimony a great 
deal of weight, much more so than probably that of any other witness 
we have had or possibly will have during our hearings. I hope that 
other people, other persons who have had the same experience as you 
have had within the Communist Party after you found out and 
realized the international conspiracy of the Communist Party and 
you realized that communism and Americanism cannot lie down side 
by side, that they will follow your example and aid not the committee 
but aid the American people in a better understanding of the menac 
that we have heré within our own borders. 

Here we are today spending billions and billions of dollars, and we 
are reaching into the homes of practically every American family 
and taking the youth and forcing them to make life’s greatest sacri 
fice, the sacrifice of putting their own lives in jeopardy. We are do 
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ing this to fight and contain communism abroad. Now, it is incon- 
ceivable to me that we should make the great sacrifices to contain and 
fight communism abroad and to allow this cancerous menace to grow 
unhindered within our own borders. 

And I wish to state again that it has taken a great deal of personal 
courage on your part to come before this committee and give the 
testlmony that you have today. Your name will be blackened by the 
Communist press and all the fellow travelers in the Detroit area. 
You will be called a stool pigeon and many other names which is a 
typical Communist means to counteract somebody who attempts to 
ud his Government in this fight. I think you must consider your- 
self the same as a man in the front lines, a mar who is given a job of 
reporting intelligence information to his military unit. You have 
here given our Government an intelligence report and information 
the same as a man on patrol in a combat zone gives intelligence in- 
formation from patrol work and activity that he has been on. 

So to you, Mr. Romano, I wish to heartily thank you for your ap- 
pearance here today. 

Mr. Woop. Are there any further questions, 

Mr. Tavenner. No, s 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason that you 
shouldn't be excused a further ittendadane 

Mr. Tavenner. No, s 

Mr. Woop. I join aden’ my colleagues in expressing to you our ap 
preciation tol your coming here, ane } his rs r) arance 

isn’t caused you any considerable , 

With our sincere pain on 
mittee sends for you furtlh 

Mr. Romano. Thank you, ge 

(The witness was excused 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Mr. Carl J. T 

Mir. Woop. Will vou rise 

You do sole — sweat that 
will be the truth, he whole t 
vou God 4 

Mr. Turner. I do. 

Mr. Woop. Are vou repress 

Mr. Turner. [ am. 

Mr. Woop. Will counsel ple: 

( luding his professional] sdives ss ¢ 

Mr. Goopmanx. My name is Ernest Goodmat 
Cadillac Tower Buildine. Detroit, Mich. 


TESTIMONY OF CARL J. TURNER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, pleas 

Mr. Turner. Car] J. Turner. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 
Mr. Turner. I was born in Knoxville, Tenn., May 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit / 

Mr. Turner. I live in Detroit at the present, ves. 
Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Detroit ? 
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Mr. Turner. I have lived in Detroit since 1929. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed ? 

Mr. Turner. I am employed with the Ford Motor Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any position within the UAW or 
local 600? 

Mr. Turner. I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position ? 

Mr. Turner. As the recording secretary of the Spring and Upset 
Unit, a district committeeman within that unit. Also I served on 
various committees in the PAC and Welfare. 

Mr. TavenNer. When were you recording secretary ? 

Mr. Turner. From 1947 into 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received testimony from Mr. 
Walter Dunn that you were a member of the Communist Party, and 
you have just been identified by the witness who left the stand, Mr. 
Romano, as having been a member of the Communist Party. Will you 
tell the committee, please, whether or not Mr. Dunn and Mr. Romano 
told the truth about that or whether they were false statements? 

Mr. Turner. In view of my rights under the fifth amendment, I re- 
fuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Wacrer. No. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused from further attendance? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is so ordered. 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. James M. Simmons. 

Mr. Woop. Will you be sworn, please ? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcom- 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
SO help you God ¢ 

Mr. Stumons. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES M. SIMMONS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mr. Stumons. James M. Simmons. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Simmons? 

Mr. Stumons. Born on December 17, 1912. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Stumons. In the outskirts of Sarnia, Ontario, Canada. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the United States? 

Mr. Stumons, Sometime prior to World War I. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you enter the United States by a legal visa 
which entitled you to permanent residence in the United States? 

Mr. Simmons. I feel as though I had because I didn’t have any- 
thing to do with my parents bringing me here. ‘ 
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Mr. Tavenner. I see. I wasn’t questioning it. I just wanted to 
know. 

How long have you lived in Detroit ? 

Mr. StmmMmons. Since approximately 1922—about 22 years approxi- 
mately ; since 1930. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are youa United States citizen ? 

Mr. Simmons. That I am given to understand because of the fact 
that my father was an American citizen. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has been told by Mr. Romano who 
just left the stand that you were a vice president at the plastic building 
of the Ford Motor plant: is that correct 4 

Mr. Stmmons. That is incorrect. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held a position with the union, local 600? 

Mr. Simmons. I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. What positions have you held ? 

Mr. Stumons. Since 1942 I held the position of rank-and-file mem- 
ber of that local union, district committeeman, council member, bar- 
gaining committee member, financial secretary for a couple of years, 
recording secretary fora couple of years. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what plant ¢ 

Mr. Stmomons. The plastic unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I did not mean to interrupt you. Just con- 
tinue if there are other positions. 

What official position do you now hold, if any ? 

Mr. Simmons. Recording secretary of the plastic unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified by Mr. Romano as having 
been a member of the Communist Party, and Mr. O’Hair, the first wit- 
ness in these hearings, identified you as a member of the Mid Town 
Club of the Communist Party of the State of Michigan. What do you 
have to say to the committee about that ? 

Mr. Simmons. Toa statement of that nature, inasmuch as I deserve 
the right as an individual to my opinion, I feel as though that Mr. 
O’Hair, with all due respect to him and the committee, that I will 
refuse to answer that, on the basis of the question on the same ground 
which is offered by me and my counsel, that I will not answer that 
question on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You said “with all due respect to Mr. O'Hair.” Did 
you mean that Mr. O’Hair was telling the truth, but you don’t want 
tosay whether he was or not ? 

Mr. Simmons. I never met the man. I don’t know him. And I 
refuse to answer any questions relative to Mr. O’Hair and his accusa- 
tions on the basis of the fact of the rights provided to me under the 
fifth amendment of the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mr. Romano telling the truth here a few mo- 
ments ago when he identified you as having been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Stmaons. I refuse to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. StuMons. I also refuse’to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Sruatrons. Again I also refuse to answer on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Any questions, Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Waurer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
eacused from further attendance ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is so ordered. 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Leon England. 

Mr. Woop. Would you be sworn, please ? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. EnGianp. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LEON ENGLAND 


Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel 4 

Mr. Eneianp. I am not. 

Mr. Woop. Do you desire counsel ¢ 

Mr. Eneuanp. I do not. 

Mr. Woop. If, during the course of your interrogation, it becomes, 
in your opinion, necessary or expedient for you to have counsel, you 
will be given ample opportunity to get one. 

Mr. Eneuanp. Thank vou. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, pleas 

Mr. Enouanp. Leon England. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born / 

Mr. Ene uanpb. I was born December 8, 1906, in Birmingham, Ala. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been in Detroit ? 

Mr. ENGLAND. Since 1940, 

Mr. Tavenner. How have you been employed in Detroit ? 

Mr. Eneianp. I have been working for the Chrysler Motor Co 
since I have been in Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were identified by Mrs. Toby Baldwin as hav 
ing been il member of the Joe Hill Club of the Communist Party. 
Will you tell the committee whether or not that 1s true / 

Mr. Exeuanp. Well, I was a member of the Communist Party in 
1946 and somewhere approximately between 1947 and 1948. I don’t 
remember the exaet date. | disavowed the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why? 

Nir. ENGLAND. Li Cause I found the Communist Party to be a phony 
organization that was supposed to be fighting for the rights of the 
Negro people, and in my opinion it wasn’t. It didn’t want to see 
the Negro question solved. 

Mr. Porrer. In other words, they wanted to keep the Negro ques 
tion as an issue rather than to solve it ? 

Mr. Encnuanp. In my opinion, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have vou had any connection or affiliation with 
the party since that time? 


/ 
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Mr. EnGianp. No; I have not. 

Mr. 'TavenNerR. Do you intend to go back to the party / 

Mr. Encianp. Not if I live to be 100 years old. 

Mr. ‘T'avenner. | have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter, have you any questions / 

Mr. WALreErR. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Porrer. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why this witness should not be 
excused from further attendance ¢ 

Mr. TAvenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is so ordered. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Mack Cinzori. 

Mr. Woop. You do solenmly swear that the evidence you vive this 
suocommittee will the truth, the whole truth. and nothine but the 
truth, So help you (aod ¢ 

Mr. Cinzort. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MACK CINZORI, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Woop. Are vou represented by counsel / 

Mr. Cinzort. I am. 

Mr. GooDMAN. My name ds Kn esi (Groodmat i 
Cadillac Tower, Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. TAvenner. What is your name, please ¢ 


Mr. Cinzort. Mack Cinzori. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born / 

Mr. Cinzort. Twas born in 1909 in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where in Pennsylvania ‘ 

Mr. Cinzorti,. ( oalblutt, 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your educational background ¢ 

Mr. Cinzort. [have had an eighth erade education, 

Mr. Taverner. Do you now live in Detroit ? 

Mr. Cinzort. L live in Dearborn. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dearborn 

Mr. Cinzort. For approximately 22 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed / 

Mr. Cinzont. Tama die maker in the Ford plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any official position in local 600 

Mr. Crinzort. ITwasat onetimea sergeant-ol-arms, and at the present 
Iam a committeeman, district committeeman. I might add I was 


/ 


elected. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When were you elected / 

Mr. Cinzort. I have been elected approximately 7 years in a row. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you have been identified by a witness who 
preceded you today, Mr. Romano, as having been a member of the 
Communist Party. Is that true or not? 

Mr. Cinzort. Well, I fought people like Romano back in 1937, 1938, 
and 1939—and as the result I lost my job—building a union in the 
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Ford Motor Co., in spite of people like Romano, and Romano never 
showed up those days 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Now will you answer my question ? 

Mr. Woop. Make your answer responsive to the question if you will, 
sir. You were asked whether or not 

Mr. Crvyzort. Invoking my privilege under the fifth amendment, | 
refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crnzort. Invoking my privilege under the fifth amendment 
I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Crvzort. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons 
mentioned before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. William O’Dell Nowell in testimony before t) 
Committee on Un-American Activities identified you as having be 
a member of the Communist Party. Do you know Mr. William O’D: 
Nowell / 

Mr. Crnzortr. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman, 

Mr. Woop. Any questions, Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Wacrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why this witness shouldn’t be ex- 
cused from further attendance / 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is so ordered. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Thomas Jelley. 

Mr. Woon. Will you be sworn, please. 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommit 
tee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
help you God ¢ 

Mr. Jeniey. I do. 

Mr. Woop. Let the record show Mr. Jelley is represented by Mr 
(;oodman. 


TESTIMONY OF THOMAS JELLEY, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Thomas C. Jelley? 

Mr. Jetiey. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Jelley? 
Mr. Jeter. I was born in Dayton, Ohio .July 30, 1907. ; 
Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell your last name? 

Mr. Jetiey. J-e-l-l-e-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Jelley, how are you now employed? 
Mr. Jentey. Iam employed at the Ford Motor Co. , 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity and in what plant? 
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Mr. Jetiry. My classification at present is die try-out. That is the 
basic of die making. My position in there as a union representative 
is a committeeman. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other positions with local 600 have you 
held? 

Mr. Jecuey. I have been a general council delegate ever since its 
inception with the exception of this past year, I did not run. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been employed at the Ford 
Motor Co. ¢ 

Mr. Jeciey. Since 1925. 

Mr. TavenneR. You have been identified in testimony before this 
committee given by Mr. Romano, Mr. Lee Romano, as having been 
, member of the Communist Party. Do you wish to deny or affirm 
that statement, that testimony # 

Mr. Jecyey. I would like to answer that in this way: I joined this 

nion back in 1936. From 1936 to 1941 I attended many meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well now—— 

Mr. Jectey. I am saying it my own way, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Now, I am not certain I understand 
vhat organization you are speaking of. Are you speaking of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Jetitey. Iam speaking of the CAW-CIO. 

Mr. TavenneR. Well now, I didn’t ask you about that. I asked you 
with regard to your membership in the Communist Party. 

Mr. GoopMan. Can't the witness answer it in his own way? 

Mr. Woop. If he will answer the question. I don’t want him to a8) 

nto detailed statements here about other organizations. 

Mr. Jectey. But Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Woop. Just a minute. It would be just as pertinent to go into 
the question of church membership or any other membership as it is 
invthing except what he asked about. 

Mr. GoopMan. He is talking about local 600 

nterested in, apparently. 

Mr. Woop. You are interested in local 600. We 

mmunism, 

Mr. GoopMan. The last witness certainly explained his answers suf 

ently. This man just wants a minute in explanation of his an- 
ver, Certainly it is not unreasonable. 

Mr. Woop. It isn’t unreasonable. It is just not responsive. 

Mr. GoopMaNn. I submit that the last witness gave a lot of answers 

int were not responsive. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jeniey. I started to answer you, sir, before as to when I joined 

lis union, what the implications were since 1936 on. We have had a 

¢ fight on our hands to organize that plant even to the degree where 

ey tried to burn my house down. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jeniey. Would vou please let me answer in my own way? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. You are not answering my question. . 

Mr. Jeviey. I tried to tell you it is political from the very beginning. 

Mr. Woop. You have an opportunity to answer whether you were a 

ember or not. 
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Mr. Jevtey. That’s what Vmtrying todo. Tam trying to answer it 
It is political from the very beginning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it Communist from the very beginning as fa 
as you were concerned / 

Mr. Jeviey. Mr. Chairman, what are vou trying to do, put words 
my mouth? I want to answer it to the best of my ability. 

Mr. Woop. All right. Now listen— 

Mr. Jeviey. I have been a committeeman—— 

Mr. Woop. Just a moment. It is a very simple question. Y¢ 
know whether you are now a member of the Communist Party or not 

Mr. Jeciey. I am trying—— 

Mr. Woop. Don’t you know that‘ 

Mr. Jecitey. I am trying to tell you the implications. 

Mr. Woop. We are not asking for als Implications. We are askin ( 
for a fact. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I would suggest *that the witness b: 
directed on the record to answer the question of counsel. 

Mr. Woop. I am voing to direct him to do that now. Answer t] 
question that has been asked you now: Are you now a member of t] 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Jeutey. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Woop, You are directed to answer that question. 

Mr. JELLI Re Mr. Chairman, you allowed people to speak aroun 
and still you are deny ing me that right. 

Mr. Woop. Wait until vou answer that question. We will let yor 
speak then all you want to about it after you answer it, if you wi 
answer it truthfully. Are youa member of the Commieinist Party 4 

Mr. Jeceey. You won't let me answer it my own way 

Mr. Woon. | will let Vou nhswer the question. 

Mr. Jerry. Not in my own way? 

Mr. Woop. There isn’t but one way to answer it, ves or no, 

Mr. Jeuiry. I will refuse to answer that under the fifth amendment. 
sir. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. H ive you evel heen ‘il member of the Communi 
Party / 

Mr. Jenuey. I refuse to answer that under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. IT have no further questions, 

Mr. Woop. An questions, Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Warrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson 4 

Mr. JACKSON. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter / 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Jectey. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a statement—— 

Mr. Woop. There is nothing to explain when you don’t answer any 
questions for us. 

Mr. JeLu y. I told you it was political to start off with. It is base 
on politics inthe Government and the union too. 

Mr. Woop. There is nothing political about it when a man refuse 
to answer questions. 

Mr. Jectey. It most certainly is political. 

Mr. Woop. You are excused from further attendance. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Celia Edwards. 
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Mr. Woop. Will you be sworn, please / 

You do solemnly swear that the evidenee you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth, so hely 
you God ¢ 
~ Mrs. Epwarps. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF CELIA EDWARDS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Tavenner. You are Mrs. Celia Edwards / 

Mrs. Epwarps. That’s right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mrs. Edwards / 

Mrs. Epwarps. I was born September 10, 1917, in Manistee. Mich 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what 
your educational training has been ‘ 

Mrs. Epwarps. | have had 8 years of grade school, 2 years of 
and | have grone to night Classes for a couple ol yeal 5. 

Mr. Taverner. How long have you lived in Detroit / 

Mrs. Epwarps. It is going on 12 vears. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. How have you been emploved Sire 
Detroit / 

Mrs. EKvwarps. For 2 months I did housework. 
employed until September 3 of 1946. LT was unemployed. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Yes? 

Mrs. Epwarps. That is when I first hired in at Ford local 600. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the nature of your employment at Fi 
local GOO ¢ 

Mrs. Epwarps. You mean at the present time / 

Mr. Tavenner. Well. from 1946 on. 

Mr. GoopMan. Mr. Chairman. ms chent would appreciate 
photographers would hold their pictures until she is through. 
not used to lt. 

Mr. Woop. Is that vour wish 4 

Mrs. Epwarps. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. Very well. I will ask the photographers to respect t] 
wish. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the nature of your employment at 
local GOO since L946, when vou first hecame employed 4 

Mrs. Epwarps. I started as a file clerk and then I worked in th 


1 


mimeograph, and at the present time I am classed as a stenographen 
Mr. Woop. I wonder if vou would cooperate with the committe 
to the extent of elevating your voice just a little because we can’t hear 


you up here. 

Mrs. Epwarps. I am sorry. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with the existence of a club or 
cell of the Communist Party known as the Fenkell Club? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer that under the pros isions of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. IT hand you a photostatic copy of a letter which | 
will first read. It is as follows: 
Wednesday 


Dear Comrade: There will be a very important meeting this 


February 6, at 730s 


7 ()7 
WOOT 
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it appears to be C-h-a-l--f-o-n— 

8 o’clock p. m. sharp. We are meeting with a group of Diesel plant strikers 
to discuss the formation of a new branch. It is extremely important that we 
meet with these workers and help them with their problems, 


A mass rally will be held Thursday, February 7, to discuss the Negro in 
Postwar World—sponsored by the LaBell and the Fenkell Clubs. It will tak 
place at 15592 Inverness. 

Comradely yours, 

FENKELL CLUB. 

Do you know what the address 7308 Chalfonte was in 1946? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer that under the provisions of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner, Did you meet with any group of Diesel plant strikers 
to discuss the formation of a new branch / 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer that for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the photostatic copy of the letter 
in evidence and ask it be marked “Edwards Exhibit No. 1.’ 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Edwards Exhibit No. 1” 
and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Goopman. By the way, do you furnish counsel with copies of 
exhibits ? 

Mr. Woop. Let the counsel examine it. 

Mr. Goopman. Thank vou. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever lived at 7308 Chalfonte ? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live in 1945? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live now ? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I would prefer not answering that either. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I am sorry but I can’t respect your wish 
about that. 

Mrs. Epwarps. With the publicity there has been within the la 
few weeks I prefer to withhold my present address because of thi 
children. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand. Will you write it on a sheet o 
paper and hand it to the chairman, and with the chairman’s per 
mission it will be kept confidential. 

(Whereupon Mrs. Edwards followed the suggestion of Mr 
Tavenner. ) 

Mrs. Epwarps. After all, the papers do play up everything. 
the mystery woman who has been sitting here for days. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. When did you become the mystery woman / 

Mrs. Epwarps. That was in the Detroit News, March 1, and J 
here the 27th for 1 day. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now you have the privilege of removing all 
mysteries. You now have the privilege and opportunity of remoy 
ing the mystery from the scene. 

Tow long have you lived at the address which you just gave the 
chairman ¢ 

Mrs. Epwarps. About a month and a half. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that where did you live? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer that under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Hlow long have you lived at that address which 
you now refuse to give? 


; 
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Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of another letter 
and ask you if you have ever seen the original or one similar to it. 
Will you read it, please ? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I have read it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read it into the record ? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I prefer your reading it, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do? 

Mrs. Epwarps. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Hand it to me, please. [ Reading: ] 

Dear CoMRADE: We take this opportunity to welcome you to the Fenkell Club, 
and look forward to greeting you in person. 

This Sunday, December 30, we are mobilizing at the home of Celia Edwards, 
7308 Chalfonte, 11:30 a. m., for a leaflet distribution in the neighborhood 

The leaflet is on the necessity for bringing our marines out of China, and was 
issued by our club. 

We will be glad to have you join us for this mobilization. 

Comradely yours, 
EXECUTIVE BoarpD, FENKELL CLUB. 

It bears date of December 28, 1945. Are you the Celia Edwards 
nentioned in this letter? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer under the provisions of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was a meeting held at your home at 7308 Chalfonte 
Street or any ot her place on December 30, 1945 ¢ 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer under the same provisions. 

Mr. TaveEnNer. What were the leaflets for distribution in the neigh- 
borhood referred to in this letter? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer for the same reason as given 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what the proposal was 
in this club which seems to have originated in your club, to bring the 
marines out of China in 1945¢ Where did the inspiration for such 
resolution or leaflet as that come from ? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer under the provisions of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. IepW ARDS. I refuse to answer for the Same reason. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the testimony of Mrs. Toby Baldwin, 
I find this: 

Cecelia Edwards is the wife of Byron Edwards who has also been known to 
work at Ford's. Whether he is working there now, I don’t know. She attended 
a class with me at the Schoo! of Social Science at which Oscar Rhodes instructed 
on the science of society. That was held in 1948. 

Did you attend such a class with Mrs. Baldwin ? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer under the provisions of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavennen. I desire to file the photostatic copy of the letter in 
evidence and ask it be marked “Edwards Exhibit No. 2. 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Edwards Exhibit No. 2” 
and received in ey idence, ) 
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Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Warrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. Are you at present a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Epwarps. I believe I answered that question to the counse] 
before, 

Mr. Jackson. Well, we will just ask it again. 

Mrs. Epwarps. I refuse to answer under the provisions of the fift] 
amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. No further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason W hy this W it) CSS shouldn’t be excused 
from further attendance 4 

Mr. TAVENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is SO ordered. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. James Watts. 

Mr. Woov. Will you be sworn, please ? 

You do solemnly swear that the e\ idence you cive this subcommitte: 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Mr. Warts. I do. 

Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Warts. The best. 

Mr. Woop. Well, in respective of the caliber of counsel, are you repre 
sented by counsel ¢ 

Mr. Warrs. Yes. I am. 

Mr. Woop. Will counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Crockxerr. George W. Crockett, Jr., 3220 Cadillac Tower, De 
troit. Mich. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES WATTS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEI 
GEORGE W. CROCKETT, JR. 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name? 

Mr. Warts. My name is James Watts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born, and when ? 

Mr. Warrs. I was born in either 1919 or 1921. Lam not certain. My 
parents are dead. My aunt and uncle aren't quite certain. I was bor: 
in the lynch State of Georgia, in the city of Macon. 

Mr. TAveNNER. When «lid vou leave the State of Georgia ? 

Mr. Warts. I left there when I was about 6 months old. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where have you lived since that time ? 

Mr. Warrs. I lived in the city of New York for about 4 vears. The 
balance of the time [ have lived in the city of Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed ¢ 

Mr. Warrs. Iam presently employed by Ford Local 600. I am thi 
fair-employment-pract ice director. 

Mr. Taverner. How long have you been the fair-employment-prac 
tice director ? 


Mr. Warts. Since May 15, 1950. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time did you hold any official position 
with loeal 600? 

Mr. Warrs. Prior to that time, starting back in 1941, I was chief 
steward, district committeeman, building secretary, vice president, 
president of the foundry, international representative. I have run the 
gamut. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those are elective oflices ? 

Mr. Warts. They are all elective oflices except the international rep- 
resentative, which is an appointive position. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been rather prominent in the work of your 
union, have vou not ? 

Mr. Warts. I have been rather proudly prominent. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Have you also at the same time been a 
the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Warrs. I invoke my privilege under 
refuse to answer that question. 

( Whereupon the ensuing remarks were ex] 
lirection of the chairman. ) 

Mr. Woop. Leave that out of the record, Mr. Report: 
questions please for this committee. 

Mr. Warrs. I haven't too much 
anything. 

Mr. Woop. We are not concerned 
ment, You are here to answer questions. 

Mr. Warts. Tam not concerned about vour opi 

Mr. Woop. Well, mine might bea little better 

Mr. Wat rs, Mine is the the Same th ne, 

Mr. Woon. ‘| hat minke sit unat MoUs, 

Mr. TAavenner. Youcame here with the 

Mr. Watts. | didn’t come here with 
eene. IT know every member of the committee 
cnow every member of the committee is opposed 
man’s ecivil-rights program and the record so indica 

Mr. Waurer. The record doesn’t so indicate. 
one tenth for the cause of the Neero | have don 

shamed to answer the question. 

Mr. Warrs. My heart bleeds for yvou—vou love n 

Mr. Woop. One more outburst of that character 
hee * to eject you from this hearing room, 

Mr. Watrrs. | didn't come here on my owl eco! |: vou subnet ied 


ile, 
Mr. Woon. If vou are not going to be deeorous, you are not going 
oO stay. This is not n farce: this 1s serious business. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did vou testify in a proceeding or tri: 
Mr. Warrs. This is serious business. T hay 


Nevoro being lynehed in the State of ¢ TCOrOTA, 


TOO 


Mr. Wo Dp. Keep your mouth shut unt you ire asked que 


Mr. Wa rrs. One of the Negroes wis being Ivnehed in Geore: 
Mr. Tavenner. Have vou got more pictures in vour pock 
want to show 4 Are you through ? 
Mr. Warrs. Tam through. 
*. Tavenner. All right. Will vou answer the question ? 


Mr. Wars. I certainly will. 
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Mr. TaveNNER. Please answer it. 

Mr. Warts. Would you repeat the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t think you were listening. Did you par- 
ticipate as a witness in the trial in 1950 in local 600 of Paul Boatin, 
Nelson Davis, Ed Lock, Dave Moore, and others possibly who were 
charged with having been members of the Communist Party or having 
been subservient. to it ? 

Mr. Warts. I refuse to answer that question invoking my privilege 
under the fifth amendment plus also yesterday you said that you had 
answers to all of these questions yourself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, if the witness does not desire to 
answer about his testimony under oath in the trial in local 600, L have 
no desire to ask him any further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Any questions Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson, do you have any questions of the witness / 

Mr. Jackson. No; I have no questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. I’d like to amend that. There is one question I'd 
like to ask him and maybe two, Are you now a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Warrs. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment and 
I think you have the answer to that one also. 

Mr. TavennerR. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Warts. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment and I 
refuse to answer that. That is one of the few amendments of any 
advantage to me as a Negro. The fifteenth amendment serves no 
value. It says Congress shall make laws to see that I have the right 
to vote. 

(Whereupon the ensuing remarks were expunged from the record 
by direction of the chairman. ) 

Mr. Woop. The tirade given here about the members of the com- 
mittee will be expunged from the record physically. 

Mr. Jackson. Either the witness is entirely ignorant of what he is 
talking about or else he is terribly misinformed. It so happens that 
in my case I have voted for the repeal of the antipoll tax and have 
expressed myself as being favorable for the Federal antilynch 
legislation. 

Mr. Warts. It is specifically to the chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. I think you brought my name into the matter and | 
think in justice to my position on the legislation it should be made 
perfectly clear. 

(Whereupon the ensuing remarks were expunged from the record 
by direction of the chairman. ) 

Mr. Woop. Let that be expunged from the record. The veracity of 
the witness will not be questioned by members of this committee here, 
if there are other forums to do it in. The facts do speak for them 
selves. Is there any further question? 

Mr. Tavenner. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. The witness is excused. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I call Mr. Ed Lock. 

Mr. Woop. Will you please stand and be sworn. 
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You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 


you God? 
Mr. Lock. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF EDGAR LOCK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel ? 

Mr. GoopMan, I represent this witness, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Locx. My name is F ‘gar Lock. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell your last name / 

Mr. Lock. L-o-c-k. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When and where were you born / 

Mr. Lock. I was born in the City of River Rouge, Mich... October Dy, 
1912, 


Mr. Tavenner. What has been your educational background, please, 


Mr. Lock. I attended grammar school and attended several vears 
of high school and graduated from the Henry Ford Trade School and 
had several sessions in night school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit ? 

Mr. Lock. I want to make a statement here about my address. The 
subpena I received has an address I used 15 years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. We'd be very happy to correct it. 

Mr. Lock. It is the address I retained only with the Ford Motor 
Co, For all other purposes of my business, I have used the addresses 
I have lived at since 15 years ago which clearly indicates to me there 
is collusion between this committee and the Ford Motor Co. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What is your address ¢ 

Mr. Louck. My address now currently is 3213 Culver Street, Dear- 
born, Mich. 

Mr. Taverner. How long have you lived in Dearborn? 

Mr. Lock. Approximately 1 year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that where did you live ? 

Mr. Lock. Prior to that, I lived in the city of Detroit. 

Mr, Tavenner. How long had you lived in Detroit? 

Mr. Lock. I had lived in Detroit 15 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your employment has been with the Ford Motor 
Co. for some time, has it not ? 

Mr. Lock. Almost all of my natural life. I started employment 

th the Ford Trade School when I was 13 years old in the year of 

7 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the branch of your employment over there, 
or the building? 

Mr. Lock. I am currently employed in the plastics unit. 

Mr. Tavenner, Have you held any major official positions in local 
600 recently ? 

Mr. Lock. I am presently the chairman of the plastics unit, UAW- 
CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lock, an examination of page 5 of Ford Facts 

February 16, 1952, discloses an article entitled “Committee Is 
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Utterly Rotten, Claims Ed Lock.” The heading underneath that is 
the heading in black type, “Ed Lock, President.” Did you write that 
article ? 

Mr. GoopMan. The witness would like to look at the article. 

Mr. Lock. I think that this question as to whether I wrote that 
article or not is an internal matter of my union, a question you have 
no right to pry into and IT say that and T refuse to answer whether 
[ wrote the article or not based upon my obligation of office and mem- 
bership in the UAW in which I took an oath that IT would not reveal 
the internal proceedings of our union. 

Mr. Tavenner. This is not a matter of unidn procedure. It is a 
matter of fact as to whether or not you wrote an article which appears 
over your name. Of course, if the union did it instead of you, why that 
might be a different proposition. 

Mr. Woop, Not even if the union did it—if it was published in thi 
public press. 

Mr. Lock. You Can see as well as I can that there is an article 
appearing in this paper under my name. 

Mr. Wavrer. Are you the Ed Lock that wrote it? 

Mr. Lock. I invoke my privileges under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAVENNER. I notice at the end of the article there is this para 
graph: 

Read the columns of the other units that likew » deal with the un-American 
committee, 

What are those articles to which you referred ? 

Mr. Lock. | might mention that that | don’t believe appears over 
my name, that part of the column. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is part of the article. There is no separation 
of any kind between it. You mean that that was not part of the article 
as originally submitted to Ford Facts ? 

Mr. Lock. As far as the article is concerned, I want to say this 
about it . | subseribed to everything that is in it. 

Mr. Taverner. Did you write it? 

Mr. Lock. I refuse to answer that question, 

Mr. Tavenner. Who did write it? 

Mr. Lock. I invoke my privileges and I refuse to answer that 
question, 

Mr. Tavenner. You didn’t write it, did you? 

Mr. Lock. I refuse to answer that question, 

Mr. Tavenner. You have testified to this and I don’t recall what 
you said, What is your present position with local 600 ¢ 

Mr. Lock. I am a unit chairman of the plastics building. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received evidence by Mrs. Bald- 
win that she was in many closed Communist Party sessions with you. 
Mr. Romano, who was‘on the stand this morning and this afternoon, 
testified or rather identified you as a person known to him to have 
been a member of the Communist Party. Walter Dunn in his testi 
mony before this committee said he recalled an Ed Lock who was a 
member of the Communist Party. Were those statements true or 
false? 

Mr. Lock. I refuse to answer those questions and I invoke my privi- 
legves under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lo Kk. L refuse to answer that quest ion. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Lock. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop, Is there any reason why the witness shouldn’t be excused ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is so ordered. 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I call Mr. Paul Boatin. 

Mr. Woop. Will you please stand and be sworn / 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence vou give this subeom 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth. and nothing but the truth 
sO help you (rod ¢ 


Mr. Boatin. Yes. 
TESTIMONY OF PAUL BOATIN 


Mr. Woop. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. GoopmMan. I represent Mr. Boatin. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is vour name / 

Mr. Boattn. Paul Boatin. 

Mr. TAvennerR. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Boatin. I was born in Italy, May 24, 1909. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. When clid you come to this country ¢ 

Mr. Boatix. December of 19 or thereabouts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a citizen of the United States, that is natu- 
ralized citizen ? 

Mr. Boattx. TI became a citizen on my father’s papers 
1928, I took out mv own ce rivative eertifi ‘ate PO vears Late 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Did you do that here m Detro t ¢ 

Mr. Boatin. Right in Detroit. 

Mr. TAvENNeR. How long have vou lived in Detroit? Y« 
in Detroit now. do vou not ¢ 

Mr. Boatryn. I live in Detroit. 

Mr. Taverner. How long have vou lived in Detroit ? 

Mr. Boattn. I maintained permanent residence in Detroit since 
May or June of 1925. 

Mr. Taverner. How are you now employed ? 

Mir. BRoatIn. l am emploved at the Ford Motor Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what branch or building of the company ¢ 

Mr. Boattx. The motor plant. 

Mr. Taverner. Have vou ever held a position with local 600% 

Mr. Bovtrn. | have held the elective position S with local H00 ever 
since the inception of the union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou answer that question again or will the 
reporter read it to me? 

Mr. BoaTin. I can answer it again, 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Tt will save time. 

Mr. Boarre. Thank vou. T have held the elective office in the Ford 
local ever since we have had a union there. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. What are some of the principal offices which you 
held and the approx'mate dates ? 
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Mr. Boarry. Recording secretary of the motor plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Boatin. The exact date I can’t establish; it might have bee: 
either December 1941 or January of 1942 up through 1943 or in 194 
I can’t remember exactly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then what other principal offices have you held? 

Mr. Boatry. After that for one or two or three terms, I am mn 
sure, I was on the bargaining committee and served as chairman of t] 
political-action committee throughout that period; I believe the } 
litical-action committee of the local. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever served on the political-action con 
mittee of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Boatin. That is a tricky question. The truth is I have never 
served on any political-action committee other than that of the loc 
G00, 

Mr. Tavenner. That is a frank answer to it. That is all I wanted 
to know. 

Mr. Boatrry. Except that I realize that a union man before this 
committee—I am not going to try to be dramatic, you are the dra- 
matic committee—a union man before this committee in spite of what 
you gentlemen will say, doesn’t have much of an opportunity. | 
recall only recently—— 

Mr. Woon. Let’s not have speeches. 

Mr. Boatin. I have to point this up. 

Mr. Woop. You have answered the question. 

Mr. Boattn. I haven't answered it completely. I am in the process 
of answering it, Congressman, please. 

Mr. Woop. The answer that you give—— 

Mr. Boatin. You voted against the 75 cents an hour minimum wage, 


which proves you are antilabor. I'd like to get that into my answer 
Perhaps you don’t like it and you think 75 cents an hour is too much 


for the working people. That is in the record. I have seen it. So 
you as sk a lot of tric ky questions to get people tripped up and you 
bring witnesses that are paid here to testify. 
Mr. Woop. Your answer is not responsive to the question. an 
going to let it remain in the record because you asked that it go int 
the record and it is all right. 

Mr. Watrer. Of course, your answer applies wg! se the chairmar 

Mr. Boatry. It applies to Congressman Wood, it applies to Cor 
gressman Jackson, and it apples to Congressman P tet r, who all vot: 
that the 75 cents an hour minimum wage was too high. It is in the 
Congressional Record. 

Mr. Jackson. Is your purpose in coming here today to impugn t] 
Congress of the United States or the authority of this committee / 

Mr. Boarin. Iam merely pointing out the fact that you have vot: 
against the 75 cents an hour minimum wage. 

Mr. JACKSON. You could have asked and I could have told you sin 
ply, but it is not a point in issue. ‘This committee is in possession ¢ 
letters of endorsement from units of organized labor supporting its 
vestigation. Does that come as a shock to you! Do you know an 
thing about it ? 

Mr. Boatin. What investigation ? 

Mr. r pte KSoN. The investigation into the steel plants—Bethlehe: 

at Sparrows Point. 
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Mr. Boatin. Your committee has been condemned by organized 
labor throughout the country, 

Mr. Jackson. Our committee has been condemned by Communists 
in organized labor and probably will continue to be condemned by 
Communists. I would worry if the Communists in organized labor 
did not condemn the committee. 

Mr. Boarin. It was condemned by Franklin D. Roosevelt, Murphy, 
ind Mrs. Roosevelt, the Catholic Churches and the C1O. I have got 
a resolution here from the CIO of 1951. 

Mr. Woop. Off the record. 

(Discussion was held off the record.) 

Mr. Woop. Have you any further questions / 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Mr. Boatin, an examination of page 3 of the 
February 16, 1952, issue of Ford Facts shows an article entitled “Who 
Is Un-American / Asks Brother Boatin.” Did you write the article / 
Your name appears underneath the caption after Motor and Engine 
Plant, “Who Is Un-American? Asks Brother Paul Boatin”—Paul 
Boatin, president.” Did you write the article / 

Mr. Boatin. I am familiar with the contents. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you write it! 

Mr. Boarin. I endorsed the contents and I think they are true. It 
says your committee is un-American and it is here to create hysteria. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you write it? 

Mr. Boatin. It is a trick question, It speaks for itself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you write it? 

Mr. Boatin. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment on 
that one. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were identified in testimony before this com- 
mittee by a Mr. Walter Dunn as a member of the Communist Party 
who testified here as well as by Mrs. Toby Baldwin, whose testimony 
was, “Paul Boatin is very well known about, and he has been very 
active and has also handed in reports on the Ford section closed Com- 
munist meetings, conferences, and so forth at which I attended.” By 
the testimony of Mr. Lee Romano today, you are identified as hav ing 
been at one time a member of the Communist Party. Is that testi- 
mony of those various individuals true or false / 

Mr. Boatrin. All I know about Walter Dunn is that when I was in 
political action I saw him during—— 

Mr. Woop. We are not asking you for the history. We are asking 
you if what he said was true. 

Mr. Boatin. You had a speaker on this stand for 6 hours this morn- 
ing. He talked and talked without restrictions. Now you are try- 
ing— 

Mr. Woop. He answered questions. 

Mr. BoaTIn. You are trying Lo muzzle me. Will you allow me to 
answer, please ? 

Mr. Woop. Wait a minute now. The witness we had on the stand 
this morning answered the questions that were asked him. That is 
all we are asking you to do. 

Mr. Boatixn. He made speeches. 

Mr. Woop. Answer the questions frankly and truthfully that we 
ire going to ask you. Then we will vet you a soap box and you can 
speak all night, if you can answer. 
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Mr. BoatTIn. You come out to the Ford local and talk to the work 
ers. 

Mr. Waurer. If you will admit you are a Communist, [ will sit 
here until midnight and listen to you. 

Mr. Woop. So will I, or if you will deny you are a Communist, | 
will do the same thing. 

Mr. Boatin. Look at the way you people are all jumping around 

Mr. Woop. I want you to answer the questions. 

Mr. Boarty. I will answer vou but give me the opportunity. 

Mr. Woop. All right. I will ask vou as to the testimony that Mi 
Dunn gave and the testimony that Mr. Romano gave today and Mrs 
Baldwin gave the week before last to the effect that you were am maibe 
of the Communist Party, is any of it false ? 

Mr. Boarix. You are telling me what the testimony was. LT havi 
seen it. 

Mr. Woon, Then I will ask vou, are you a member 

Mr. Boartn. I am trying to answer it. 

Mr. Woop. You say you haven't seen it. 

Mr. BoaTINn. The ree Press said Walter Duin did not remenrber 
did not know. 

Mr. Woop. All ri@ht, | will ask vou a quest on that vou can tinder 
stand: Are vou a member of the Communist Party now ¢ 

Mr. Boattn. Look. 1 am trying to get miv port of view across here 
We were called Communists long before | met vou You were prob 
ably calling people C'onuninists down in Georgia when vou were 
fighting for civil rights. You are even calling “Truman a Conmaemist 
I saw where you called him an enemy in the ree Press her 

Mr. Woop. Iam giving vou an opportunity to determine that 
tion. Are you a member of the Conumunist Party ¢ 

Mr. Boatin. I want to get my position clear. You are 
to trap ne, 

Mr. Woop. ‘Trap you by asking you if you are a member 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. BoaTIn. You Waht to restrict the freedom: of “Pees 

Mr. Woop. IT want an answer to that question. 

Mr. Boatrx. Lam trying to get my ideas across to vou 

Mr. Woop. Answer the que tion. 

Mr. Boarrx. Through my mouth and not through your 

Mr. Woop. Answer the question. 

Mr. Boarr. LT trust my mouth more than I trust yours. 

Mr. Wi OD. Answer the question. 

Mr. BOoATIN. | helped Orgearanize the union. | had to fielit ~«) i 
anti-Communists including Romano whe is receiving S200 a week 
come here and point his finger at me: Dunn possibly the same thing 
and Baldwin has been paid, I'd like to have the Opportunity to ex 
plain my position. You don’t want me to explain it. 

Mr. Woop. I want you to answer the question. 

Mr. Boatry. I am trying to answer it. 

Mr. Woop. Are you or not—— 

Mr. Boatin. I said that Walter Dunn as I read it—yvyou are inte: 
preting what Dunn said about me. 

Mr. Woop. Are you a Communist ? 

Mr. Boatty. Walter Dunn talking about me—— 


ary ft 
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Mr. Woop. I have been talking about you. I am asking you now. 
Are you going to answer my question or not ¢ If you are not, we might 
as well end this argument. 

Mr. Boatin. Well look 

Mr. Woop. Are you going to answer the question / 

Mr. Boarin. I already charged this committee as being antilabor 
The truth is that it is. 

Mr. Porrer. We don’t care about your charges. 

Mr. Woop. We have asked you to answer a question. Are you going 
to answer it ¢ 

Mr. Boatin. I am going to answer all questions. You will have 
to give me an opportunity. You are not all going to talk at the same 
time at me. 

Mr. Woop. Just answer one. Are you going to answer the question 
or aren’t you? Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Boarin. I am willing to tell the truth but you are going to 
have to give me an opportunity. 

Mr. Woop. Answer that question. 


Mr. Tavenner. May I make the suggestion that the witness be di- 
rected to answel the question. If he doesn’t. wis the) We Cl adjourn 


the committee. 

Mr. Woop. I will ask you one more time and I direct you to an- 
swer the question. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 
You are directed to answer it. 

Mr. Boatry. Will you give me a minute to consult with the at- 
torney ? 

Mr. Woop. You have all the time to consult with counsel that you 
want. 

Mr. Boarty. All right. Mr. Tavenner and Congressman Wood—— 

Mr. Woop. I direct that you answer the question that I have asked: 
Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 

Mr. Boatin. I Say it is common knowledge that [ am not a member 
of the Communist Party but because of the antilabor natures of this 
committee I am forced to rely on the fifth amendment to protect my 
constitutional rights because you didn’t give me my opportunity to 
present my viewpoint on the matter. 

Mr. Woop. Do you refuse to answer the question ? 

Mr. Boarix. TL already answered it. 

Mr. Woop. Is that the only answer you will give us? 

Mr. Boarix. That is an honest answer. That is the answer. 

Mr. Woop. Is that the only answer you W il] vive us under the di 
tion to answer; Is that the only answer you will give us ¢ 

Mr. Boatin. That is a fair answer. 

Mr. Woop. Is that the only answer you will give us? Thi: 
what I asked vou. 

Mr. Boarin. I thought the answer was fair. May I have 
back to me? 

( Witness’ answer was read.) 

Mr. Boatin. I consider that answer complete but I will add this: 
That because of the fifth amendment and because of the attempt being 
made here to deprive me of mv rights to speak, I am rely ine on the 
provisions and privileges of the fifth amendment and refuse to answer 
the question. 
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Mr. Woop. Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Watrer. You said it was common knowledge that you are not 
a Communist. Where is this knowledge common ¢ 

Mr. Boattn. Congressman Walter, I say it is common knowledg: 
because I have been elected 

Mr. Watrer. That isn’t what you said. You said it is commo! 
knowledge that “I am not a Communist.” I asked the question wher 
the knowledge is common, because the only knowledge I have is that 
you are a Communist. 

Mr. Boattn. Don’t twist what I said. 

Mr. Watrer. That is exactly what you said; I wrote it down—*It is 
common knowledge that I am not a Communist.” Now I have asked 
you the question where is this knowledge so common, and I asked the 
question because the only knowledge I have is that you are a Commu 
nist. 

Mr. Boartty. I said it is common knowledge that IT am not a member 
of the Communist Party. You didn’t give me the opportunity t 
finish the presentation of my viewpoint. I was going to answer you 
question. 

Mr. Watrer. Where is this knowledge ? 

Mr. Boartiy. I am trying to tell you. 

Mr. Watrer. Go ahead. 

Mr. Boarin. The workers that know me have relied on me, havi 
confidence in me, and have voted me back into office in spite of all th 
accusations. You say you have knowledge. ‘This isn’t the first tims 
this type of stuff is tried. It isn’t the first time that Romano and 
others who are paid point the finger. 

Mr. Waurer. Who are they paid by? 

Mr. Boarry. Here is a flag put out at the time I was elected. You 
can examine it. The workers reelected me by 5 to 1 over my opponent 

Mr. Waurer. You said the people were paid. By whom were they 
paid ¢ 

Mr. Boartn. Romano—he is getting $190 a week. 

Mr. Watrer. From whom ? 

Mr. Boatin. It is good money. 

Mr. Waurer. Where is he getting that from? 

Mr. Boatry. He can tell you that. 

Mr. Jackson. Are you inferring that this committee is paying any 
one for testimony / 

Mr. Boatin. No; I am not inferring that. 

Mr. Woop. Are there any further questions ? 

Mr. Watrer. No. 

Mr. Jackson. No further question. 

Mr. Porrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Woop. Any further questions ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why the witness shouldn’t b 
excused ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to ask one more question. You said you 
were elected a number of times. Did you make represenation to thi 
people that you were not a member of the Communist Party when you 
ran for election ? 
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Mr. Boattn. You are the one that is charging that I made represen- 
tations that Iam amember. You are asking a hypothetical question. 

Mr. Tavenner. No; that is not a hypothetical question. Did you 
represent to the people in your union when you ran for office that you 
were not a member of the Communist Party / ; 

Mr. BoaTIn. It is one of those’ involved questions. excuse me for 

second, You are not here to do me any good, I know that. I 

ive been an honest man—very honest. You can't ee nt a ‘o ger at 
inything I have done and every time you look at me and » 1 suspect 
S ymmething, brother. 

Mr. Woon. Any further questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. I'd like to have an answer to tha 

Mr. Boatin. I have been trying to answer. lh e watched you 
people pop off. I have got a few ideas, too. What your quest on if 
| may have it clearly again? 

Mr. Tavenner. Read the question, please. 

(The question was read by the official court reporter. ) 
Mr. Boatixn. Well, I could answer that question 
uld answer it directly. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Just answer it the correct w 
vant. 
Mr. Boatry. I can’t give you a “Yes” or “No” answer; you don 
expect that. , 

Mr. TavenNNERr. Well, it could be answered “Yes” or “No” very 
simply. . 

Mr. Boarrn. You have been tryvi ing to get me 
is a world of ideas and we move ahead not on the 
“No.” That is the Hitler method. 

Mr. Woop. Well, did you represent that you are 

*Communist Party / 

Mr. BoaTin. How mans quest ons am | voing to ¢ 
answer to Mr. Tavenner’s question. 
Mr. Woop. Answer the question asked. 

Mr. Boatinx. Tavenner’s question ? 
Mr. Woop. Yes, 

Mr. Boarty. It is a matter of common knowledge, Mr. Tavenner, 

bheized in the union papers at oul local, that we took fl lovalty 
ith and support the country and the Constitution. It is important 

it I go into all of it. Lam sure you are familiar with it. I say it 


y. 


> common knowledge. 
Mr. Tavenner. What is common knowledge ? 
Mr. Boatry. That such an oath was signed. 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes: but that isn’t my question. Did you repre- 
it to the people in your union when you ran for office that you were 
ot a member of the Communist Party / 
Mr. Boarin. Well, my answer to that one has 
ere you fight for cleaner floors and higher wages 
conditions, you sveniiel yourself to the people on 


rong to do ror thy 


to be that in a union 
and better work- 
S basis of a 
rogram dependent on what you are he sl 

t in relation to Moseow and Stalin and comn 
to the question, usually ¢ 


ri? 


ho try to bring communism in 
pscure the facts. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, p!| 
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Mr. Boarin. I can’t answer your question. I am trying to answe: 
it in the way I ran for office and was elected e very year. You know 
we get elected every year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party whe 
you ran for office ? : 

Mr. Boarin. It is very clear you don’t want the answers. I an 
going to rely on my privilege under the fifth amendment and refuse 
to answer that question. I have given an answer that it is commo 
knowledge. I am not a member of the Communist Party. You ar 
trying to twist it up. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you make the statement you are not a membe: 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Boarin. I said it is common knowledge. 

Mr. Jackson. It is not common knowledge. We have three identi 
fications of you as being a member of the Communist Party. Ident 
fication has been made as to you being a member. With whom is this 
common knowledge, Mr. Boatin? Certainly with 150 million Ameri 
can people it is not common knowledge. 

Mr. Boarin., You are interpreting what these people said about me 

Mr. Jackson. I am interpreting sworn testimony under oath. 

Mr. Boarty. I saw it in the papers. Walter Dunn says he didn’t 
know. Now that is what he said. 

Mr. Jackson. Lot’s put Mr. Dunn's testimony aside and assume hi 
didn’t know there are other identifications of you as a member of the 
Communist Party. Are you or are you not a member of the Commu 
nist Party? That is all we are concerned with. 

Mr. Boarty. I don’t know what you mean by it. I have been called 


so many names that if I had spent all my time defending myself on 


these phony labels, I wouldn’t have had an opportunity to do any 
They fired 3.000 of us for organ 


thing for the workers in the plant. 
izing the union. 

Mr. Jackson. Maybe if you had defended yourself against the 
charges some time pl ior to that Vou might hot be suspected of, parti 
pation in the international conspiracy directed against the Unite 
States of America. Did that ever occur to you 4 

Mr. Boatry. You are conspiring; Mr. Potter was in Flint the othe: 
day making a statement we should use action and you made the stat 
ment before about throwing people out, That is not the den 
ocratic— 

Mr. Jackson. This committee enjoys the confidence of the peop! 
of the United States, and of the Congress of the United States. I 
your contempt which extends past this committee to the Congress 
of the United States and the people of the United States, you are 
demonstrating your contempt for the Congress and for the America: 
people. 

Mr. Boarin. All I can say is all of you people are trying to mak 
speeches so you can get yourself promoted up the political ladder. | 
have seen that happen. You will be running for better jobs. 

Mr. AN KSON, We W 1] be shot if your philosophy of voverniment 
ever achieves domination. 

Mr. BoaTIn. | don't believe in violence and ] have hever preac 
violence against anybody. I resent your insinuation. 

Mr. Jackson. Don't be violent about this conunittee. 
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Mr. Boarix. You talk about throwing people out. You made it 


from that seat, and you said it this afternoon about throwing people 


uit of the plant. 
Mr. Jackson. I think that any Communist should be thrown out 


of his union and I think the loyal Americans In the union should 
see that it is done. 
Mr. Boarix. So far all you have done is pay people to make 
cusation You havent brought one > nele Workel 
Mr. Woop. We have one now to deny it and vou are Ve 
{ That ought to bea conhiplete answer, 
Mr. Boarin. It is not a complete answer. It is a mat 
Mr. Woop. You were given that opportunity and vo 
it. The witness Is ex used, , 


thre 


lvantage of 
(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Woovo. Do you desire to pro 
Mr. Taverner. I think that is all. 


Mr. Woop. Lhe committee wil 
e morning. 

( Whereupon, at 5: au 
| LO o clo <. Wecnes La 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 1952 


Unrrep Sratres House oF Rerresenrarives, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American 
pursuant to cal] at 10 a.m. in room 740, Federal 
Mich., the Honorable John S. Wood (chairman). 

Committee members present : Representative ~ 10 
cis E. Walter, Donald L. Jackson. and Charles IE 

Staff members present : Frank S. Tavenner, Jr.. counsel: Thomas W 
Beale, Sr., assistant counsel; John W. Carrington, clerk: and Donald 
T Appell, investigator, 

Mir. Woop. Let he cornimnitt 
to proceed ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. I call Mr. Shelton Tappes 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise youl right hand and be 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give t} 
will be the truth, the whole truth. and nothing but 
help you God ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SHELTON TAPPES 


Mr. Taverner. What is vour name / 

Mr. Tarrres. My name is Shelton Tappes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, M1 
Mr. Tarrrs. I was born in Omaha. Nebr... in 1911. 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you outline briefly to this committee what 


your educational training has been / 

Mr. Tarres. I finished high school, spent one term inthe University 
of Nebraska, and had several courses, extension courses. at the Un: 
versity of Michigan and Wayne University. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have vou lived here / 

Mr. Tarres. I lived in Detroit since 1929, 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time what has been your 
major employment ? ' 

Mr. Tarrrs. The Ford Motor Co. principally and the Unite 
Automobile Workers. 












> 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. When did your work with the Ford Motor 
begin; about what year? 

Mr. Tarrvres. In 1937 

Mr. TAVENNER. Have vou been emp loved by the Ford Motor © 
or by unions having jurisdiction within the Ford Motor plan pra 
tically all the time since 1937 ? 

Mr. Tarres. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. I want to ask you what official positions you _ 
held with local 6090 but before doing that I believe it would be of 
some assistance to the committee if you would outline the structura 
organization of local 600 and the UAW so the committee can unde: 
st: and better the importance of the various positions vou have held. 

Mr. ‘Tarres. Would you rather have the positions first ? 

Mr. Taverner. I believe if vou would give the organization 
break-down first, it would be of more assistance. 

Mr. ‘Tarres. The United Automobile Workers is an internation 
organization of auto workers, aircraft-implement workers and farm 
implement workers principally. The jurisdiction is established 
the CIO which is the mother organization of many internationa 
UnOons, ' 

‘Lhe United Automobile Worke Ts Internat l ia il Union is compost a 
of more than 1.000 local unions and each of , thaes local unions em- 
brace some plant or industry which is under contract with the inter 
national union. The local unions, of course, are established in various 
States. cities, and some pros inces in Canada. 

Now the international union meets in convention periodically just 
about every ~ years according to its present policy and those local 
unions, according to their size, elect delegates who attend the inter- 
national convention and estadlish the poe and elect the interna- 
tional officers. Each local union elects its own complement of officers 
who govern these loc al unions i rh he with the pol CY as establish | 
by the international poorer ag 

The international constitution, of course, is the governing 
union according to the dictates of the conventions. 

The positions I have held in the union have been several. 
1940 I was president of the foundry unit of local G00. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now stop there a moment. How many units wer 
there in local 600? You spoke of your having been president of 
the foundry unit. 

Mr. Tarres. There are presently 16 units in local 600. At t) 


law of t} 


time there were 13 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was the size of the foundry unit? 

Mr. Tarres. The first time I was elected president of that uni 
there were 17,000 members. It was the largest unit in the Rouge plant 
I want you to understand that local 600 is the local union that | 
jurisdiction over the River Rouge Ford plant. In 1941 when t! 
union became established at Ford’s, I was selected for the nation 
negotiating committee which negotiated the first Ford contract. |) 
1942 I was elected recording secretary of local 60), 

Mr. Tavenner. Now that was the organization that controlled or 


had jurisdiction over all of the units within the Ford plant—all the 


16 units? er 
Mr. Tarrres. That is right. 
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Mr. TAvenner. What was the membership of local GOO at that 
time ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. In 1941 there were some 72.000 people working in the 
Rouge plant and during the seyeral terms I served as recording secre- 
tary we did reach a peak of 89,000 UAW members. 

I served as recording secretary from 1942 until 1945. Subsequently 
1 was appointed while ] Wis elected in 1945 to the bargaining com- 
mittee of the production foundry unit which is now known as the 
Dearborn foundry. That is a 5-man committee that handles griev- 
ances in the top stage as far as the foundry unit is concerned. 

Then I was subsequently appointed director of the housing and com 
pensation departments of local 600 and served a vear 1n that capacity. 
The following vear, I was again elected president of the production 
foundry unit and during the same year elected again to the hation i] 
negotiat ing committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the vear 19477 

Mr. Tarres. That would be 1947. I retired from union activities at 
that time and went back in the shop. I didn’t run to succeed myself 
as president of the foundry and when the contract had been hevo 
tiated with the company I had no further activity on the national 
negotiating committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will want to ask you further about your reasons 
for not running to succeed yourself but I do not want to go into it at 
oe point, Now have you held any other positions with the UAW 

an international organization ¢ 

"ie. Tarres. Yes: I have. I am presently acting as an international 
representative and I am attached to the staff of the national Ford de- 
partment of the union. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long have you held that position, the position 
of international representative ¢ 

Mr. TAprrs. Since December of 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Briefly what are the duties of an international 
representative ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. Well, there are varied duties that are assigned to them. 
It depends upon which department they are assigned to. Some act 
as organizers in departments and others act as service people. Then 
we nave some who are research people in our research departments 
and educators in our education department, and so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you had any other assignments within the 
past few years in your union? 

Mr. Taprrs. Yes; just previous to becoming an international rep- 
resentative, I was appointed to the review board of local 600, that 
is, the grievance review board, and a little later than that I was 
appointed as educational director of local 600, 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you became a member of the first 
negotiating committee for the contract with the Ford Motor plant in 
1941? 

Mr. Tarrrs. That is right. 

Mr. Taverner. Had vou been employed in the Ford plant prior 
to your appointment to that position ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. Yes: I had. 

Mr. Taverner. When did that employment begin‘ I believe you 
said it was in 1937? 
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Mr. Tarres. That is right, March 3. 

Mr. "TAVENNER. Well. were you discharged from employment 
the Ford plant before 1941? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes; I was. I was discharged for engaging in tl 
union activities. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When did that occur? 

Mr. Tarrrs. That occurred in 1938. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did that discharge constitute the first incide) 
in a chain of events that finally led to your being invited into th. 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tarrvers. I will say indirectly they did. When I was discharge 
[ suppose I became more energetic as a union member because I kne) 
that if the union didn’t succeed in Ford’s, Ud never have a job ther 
again, and in most plants in and sround the city of Detroit a pers 
who had been discharged for union activity was pretty well know: 
anid his chances of obtaining employment mn those other plants were, 
to sav the least, quite lessened as the result of his being known as a) 
active unionist. 

I had apphed for work in other plants and had been turned down. 

Mr. Waurer. May I interrupt at this point? The inference very 
plainly is that the employers were acting in concert so that everybody 
knew when a man—that is the employment officer of every company 
was discharged for union activities. Is that the fact ? 

Mr. Tarres. There is no doubt about that. I think the La Follette 
committee in hearings several vears ago brought that out pretty 
clearly and the National Labor Relations Board in many hearings 
brought the same facts to light, that the employers did act in concert 
end they maintained what are commonly known as blacklists; and 
former employees who had been outspoken or actively engaged in 
union activities were denied employment in any of those plants that 
worked in concert one with another. | 

Mr. Watrer. Only for union activities despite the fact that the 
employee might be very well qualified and a desirable worker ? 

Mr. Tarres. Well, I can speak for other reasons they might have. 
I was interested in that phase of their concerted action which dealt 
with unionists. 

Mr. Water. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of that experience, what line of work 
did you engage in? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Well, as I say, I energetically engaged myself in union 
activities with the UAW. The UAW wasn’t known to have too muc! 
funds available, but they did provide part-time pay for people who 
were organizing. 

Mr. Porrer. Wasn't that about the time you became the Mystery 
Voice or Mystery Man and appeared—or your voice was on radio for 
a period of time? Was it during that time that this happened ? 

Mr. Tarres. Yes; that is true, especially in the fall and winter of 
1940 and early 1941. There was a sustaining program of the UAW 
which was on one of the Detroit radio stations 5 nights a week and 
I was a voice, an unnamed Ford worker, who made many broadeasts 
in behalf of the union. It wasn’t until the time that the union thought 
it was to some advantage that my name was ever disclosed. You 
might say they saw that the voice was identified in a very dramatic 
way during the height of the Ford drive. 





IMMUNISM IN THE DETROIT ARE 


"TAVENNER. That is one of the ! ilents s that ] had reference to 
moment ago, in which I w: inted to ‘doves the chain of circum 
ces that led up to an invitation ta you to join the Communist 
arty. Hlow long did you engage over the air in broadcasting under 
name of the Mystery Voice? 
Vir. Tavrers. Periodically over a 5- or 4-month per 
Mr. Tavenner. Was there considerable interest aroused through 
union as to who was the person whose voice was being heard / 
Mr. Tavres. I believe there was. We tried to point it up as much 
possible it id propagandize » the nage s, and things that vere sald 
hehalf of the union and ChHCOUTALE the Ford workers be Ome 
i members. 
\[r. Tayi NNER, At w I): it occasion was the announes Hie! 

whose voice had been ten asthe mystery voice ¢ 

Mr. Tarrres. Well, at a certain time during the Ford dri 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER What do you mean by the "Ford drive” 

Mr. Tarrres. Well the UAW drive to organize Ford. The Supreme 

rt hac rendered i clecision which upheld the decision | v the Na 

N il Labor Re lations Board whit I ( alled for the restoration to then 

bs or ¢ aT ke "VY union peop le, I believe that took place in Ja Wary ot 

41 and in dr: amatizi ng the whole incident. the union had as many 

‘the 37 people as possible go to the gates of the Ford plant to be 

rned to their jobs. 

Pictures were taken and pictures of the checks in back pay that 

ey had coming. At the same time it was decided that the Mystery 
Voice would be identified and a program was written up in whieli 
I was to not only say some of the things that I had been sayil go before 

behalf of unionism, but to also state my ame and I did that. 
Subsequently pictures were printed and many of the union papers 

i! ried stories and pictures and SO Oh. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you visited by any member of the Communist 
P irty shortly after that ? 

Mr. Tarres. Well, [ was visited about 10 days thereafter. It was 

lin 1941 and [ believe it was in February, at my home. It was on 

Saturday morning and by a person who identified himself to me 
«Maben. I don’t reeall the first name. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Maben ? 

Mr. Tarres. That is all I reeall. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell it. 

Mr. Tarrres. M- at- b-e-n, and he told me very frankly that he was 

nember of the Communist Party, and told me that the Communist 
Party was to fight for the rights of Negroes and he thought that 

ere was a great future for me in the union and that future could 
parallel a future in the workers’ movement as he put it, namely, the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. TAvenner. So an inducement was made by this representative 
of the Communist Party to bring you into the party by suggesting 
to you that your position would be improved both within labor and 

thin the Communist Party, is that about the substance of what you 
ay ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. That isthe substance of the statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, this was within 10 days from the time that 

had received a erent deal of notoriety throughout the labor world 
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for a very useful service you had performed anonymously over 
period of time for the union ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us any further information regard 
ing the individual who came to see you, this man by the name o| 
Maben; was he an employee in the Ford plant or in the union? 

Mr. Tarrrs. To my knowledge he wasn’t or never was a Ford 
worker. I had learned much later and I might say several years late) 
that he is a barber. I don’t know whether he operates a barbershop 
or what but I do know that his trade was that of barbering. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you asa result of this effort to recruit yo 
join the Communist Party / 

Mr. Tarrrs. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any later time join the Commun 
Party? 

Mr. Tarres. No. I didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have described to us the various positions wit! 
in your union to which you were elevated as time progressed. I by 
lieve one of the first and most important assignments was that whic! 
you had received as one of the negotiating committee for the first cor 
tract with Ford. 

Mr. Tarres. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that occur shortly after your name had bee: 
made public as the Mystery Voice? 

Mr. Tapres. Yes, it was. The appointment was made at that tiny 
by International President R. J. Thomas. I think that I should point 
out that ordinarily the Ford workers have a procedure by which the) 
elect their representatives in national negotiations, but in new unions 
where it is hardly practical because the unions arent autonomously 
established, then it is the responsibility of the international president 
to either make the appointments or sanction appointments if he del 
gates that responsibility to somebody else. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, as time went along and your positions withi 
your union became more and more important and your position 
leadership within your union, was an effort again made to recruit y 
into the party ? 

Mr. Tarrres. The only other effort that I recall took place about 
vear later, the early part of 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, let me ask you this first: Did you ever attend 
closed Communist Party meetings or Communist Party meetings 
which vou recognized to be such? 

Mr. Taprres. I did attend meetings to which T had been invited by 
members of the Communist Party and meetings that to my own pe1 
sonal knowledge were composed of Communists other than myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, it may be helpful to explain to the committe 
what happened at some of those meetings. Will vou tell us as ne 
as you can, the first meeting which you attended and where it o 
curred ? 

Mr. Tapres. The first meeting T can recall at present was in 
early part of 1942 at the home of James Jones who was then chair 
man of the pressed steel unit of the local 600. Tt was a small meet 
ing and there were only about five people present including myself 

Mr. Tavenner. Who invited you to the meeting ? 
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Mr. TArres. | Was invited by William MeclWie of the local union; 
that is, 600, et 

Mr. Tavi NNER, Who were the other persons who attended that 
meeting / 

Mr. Tarrt s. James Jones, his wife, McKie, Lee Romano, Roy Wil 
son, and myself. 

Mr. Tavi NNER, Do you recall the purpose of that meeting ? What 
was the principal subject of discussion ? 

Mr. TAPPEs. Well, I was told that this was a meeting of Pressed 
Steel people, the Pressed Steel leadership, and when I was asked 
to come along, it was because matters that I might be interested in 
would be under @iscussion. IT might say that at that time I was a 
member of the so-called left-wing group of local 600 and we of local 
600 had just recently been granted local union autonomy by the 
international executive board and we knew that we were going to 
elect our local union officers. Jones, a part of the left-wing group, 
had been chosen as the director of the campaign representing our 
particular point of view in the election and because it was being held 
it Jones” house I felt there would he things under discussion that I 
would be interested in. ; 

I would say that principally the matters under discussion were 
Pressed Steel matters because there was some diffleulty with Jones 
who had suddenly decided he'd like to be a candidate for vice presi- 
dent of the local union which would have upset the plans in the 
Pressed Steel unit and also upset the plans insofar as the local union 
was concerned, in the group that I was a part of. In other words, 
we had already chosen the slate, you see, and then with one person, 
somebody else deciding he wanted to be on the slate, too, for an 
office SsOTHeOne else had been selected for, you can see the difficulty. 

Mr. Tavenner. So you were brought there to this meeting to dis 
cuss that matter? ? 

Mr. Tarres. That is right. 

Mr. TAVENN! R. You spoke of the Pressed Steel unit. Were you 
referring to the Pressed Stee] unit of your union or the Pressed Stee] 
unit of the Communist Party? 

Mr. TAPPers. No, this is the Pressed Steel unit of local 600, as far 
is I knew, 

Mr. Tava NNER. Was any mention made to vou aut that meeting 
regarding your joining the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tarrvrs. Well, not in the meeting, but after the meeting had 
broken up and before we had left the house, IT was approached by 
Mr. McKie and in words like this he said, “You had better be think- 
ng of coming among us. Shelton.” and T asked him what did he mean 
and he says, “The Communist Party could use people of your caliber 
or your ability”; or rather he said, “People of your ability.” and 
indicating that he was asking me to join the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you say to him? 

Mr. Tarres. I told him that I wasn’t interested in joining the 
party and nothing more was said about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did vou know Mr. Lee Romano to be a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tarres. At that time T couldn’t say that I did. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Roy Wilson. 
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Mr. Tarres. Well, Roy Wilson had told me that he at one time was 
member of the Young Communist League but he didn’t tell me tha‘ 
he was a member of the party. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Well, now, did you attend another meeting of th 
Communist Party at a later time? 

Mr. Tarpes. In 1943, I at that time was recording secretary o! 
local 600. I received an invitation to address the Midtown Com 
munist Club of the Communist Political Association. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are certain it was the Communist Politica 
Association which you addressed ? 

Mr. Tarres. Well, I was informed that was the group that I was t: 
address when I received the invitation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, the Communist Political Association was es 
tablished in 1944? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Well, I may be mixed up but I know that this was tly 
Communist Political Association. It may have been in 1944 but al 
I can say is I received an invitation to address-——— 

Mr. Tavenner. Regardless of the year you are certain it was thy 
Communist Political Association ? 

Mr. Tarres. Yes, I am sure of that. 

Mr. Tavenner. What club of the association ? 

Mr. Tarves. The Midtown Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you tell the committee all about that 
meeting? You say you were invited to address the Communist Part) 
meeting ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes: I had been given the subject of anti-Semitism o1 
the dangers of anti-Semitism in the industries of Detroit and I went 
to the club. I might say I didn’t hesitate to accept the invitation be 
cause I always felt that the question of anti-Semitism would be as 
dangerous as anti-Negro attitudes in this country. 

I don’t recall the chairman of the meeting but IT do remember the 
introduction he made in my behalf as I was about to speak. He said 
among other things that Shelton Tappes, recording secretary of local 
600, was an outst: inding labor leader and other embellishmen its of that 
sort and then he said, “Who by the way is not a Communist.” The: 
the introduction was interrupted before he completed it. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what way was it interrupted ? 

Mr. Tarres. Well, it was interrupted by one of the members who 
seemed to have had a few drinks and he made the remark that, “I 
like to know why the hell he isn’t a Communist. Does he think he | 
anv better than the rest of us here?” 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the person that made that statement ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. A fellow who I later learned was William R. Hood of 
local 600, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any thing else occur during the progress of that 
meeting which would cause you to remember the name of any othe: 
individual who was present ? 

Mr. Tarres. Well, after I had made my address, there was a ques 
tion period and as to the first person who asked me a question, h« 
asked me the type of question that was not consistent with the me- 
sage that I tried to get over and as a result of that, this person did 
become imprinted in my mind as having been present at that meeting 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was that person ? 
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Mr. Tappes. That person was Leroy Krawford who is presently 
working at Ford’s who I later learned severed all connections with 
either the Communist Political Association or the party several years 
ago. 

Mr. Porrer. Who invited you, Mr. Tappes, to participate in this 
program in the first instance ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. I am not sure now how I got the invitation because in 
those days it wasn’t unusual for me to receive invitations through the 
mail or by telephone and some in person, so I wouldn’t be positive. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any other meetings of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Tarres. Yes; during that same year and I do recall now that 
it was in 1944 I received a personal invitation to address the North- 
west Communist Club on the subject of Negro women in industry. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you invited to take part in the program 
before that Communist Party club ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. I received a personal invitation from a then member 
of local 600, 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasthat Byron Edwards? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes, that was Byron Edwards. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did anything oceur during the progress of that 
meeting which would be of any interest or importance to the committee 
in vour judgment ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. Well, I don’t know. I got to the meetings, I suppose, 
about midway—-there seemed to have been other business that tran- 
spired before ] vot there and my Impression is that I was to participate 
in sort of a prograni, a session of W hat seemed to have been earlier a 
business meeting because when I arrived there was a person talking 
who was talking about the press fund of the Daily Worker. There 
was an effort made to reenergize the people in a fund that seemed to 
have been lagging somewhat in the amount of money that was coming 
in—diseussing the quota and how the quota had been met up until 
that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have occasion to attend another meeting 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes, I had one occasion that I can recall quite clearly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that meeting held in 1945 ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it held at the Ford section of the Communist 
Party at 5642 Michigan Avenue / 

Mr. Tarrrs. I am not sure of the address but I do know it was on 
Michigan Avenue and I was informed that this was the leadership— 
the Communist leadership of the Rouge plant. I was asked to be 
present and the time given me was 11 p.m. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who invited you ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. Walter Dorosh brought the message to me that my 
presence was desired by this leadership of the Rouge plant, so-called, 
and Billy Allen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you atteid the meeting ‘ 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Billy Allan present ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Hewas. He wasthe chairman on that occasion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Dorosh present ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes, he was present. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Was Bill McKie present ? 

Mr.'Taprrs. Yes, he was present. 

Mr. Tavenner. John Duncan? 

Mr. Tarrrs. I don’t recall that he was. 

Mr. Taverner. Was Nelson Davis present ? 

Mr. 'Tarrrs. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. Was Max Chait present ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes. Chait was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Leo Orsage ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mike Hraber? 

Mr. Taprrs. Yes, he was. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Sam Rizzo? 

Mr. Tarrres. Yes, Rizzo was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was explained to you to be the purpose of 
calling vou before that meeting and was the explanation made to you 
after you arrived there / 

Mr. Taprres. Larrived at 11 p.m. It was an hour—at least an hour— 
before I was permitted to enter the room where these people were 
assembled. When I entered the room I was quite amazed at the col- 
lection of people there because there were about 40 people—at least 40. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you at that point, and let me ask 
you about the names of other persons who may have been there. Was 
Art McePhaul there / 

Mr. Tarrres. Art McPhaul was there; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Ed Lock? 

Mr. Tarres. I don’t recall that Ed Lock was there; he may have 
been 

Mr. TavenNner. Paul Boatin? 

Mr. Taprrs. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Kenneth Roach? 

Mr. Tapres. I couldn’t be certain about Roach although I know him. 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘Tersil Obriot / 

Mr. Tarres. Obriot was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Veal Clough ? 

Mr. Tarres. No, he wasn't there. 

Mr. Tavenner. James Simmons? 

Mr. Tarres. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Leonard Lauderdale? 

Mr. Tarres. I don’t recall his presence. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you say you were surprised and impressed by 
the fact that 30 or 40 people were there at this meeting. Will you tell 
the committee what occurred when you went into the room? 

Mr. Tarrrs. When I entered the room Allan was seated in a corner 
in what would be the northeast corner of the room. There was a large 
round table in front of Allan, and a chair sitting at this table. There 
were no other vacant chairs in the room and everyone there was sitting 
facing Allan in semicircle rows. 

I might say there were a number of people there who haven't been 
named and whoin T have forgotten as having been present, and Allan 
told me this—and T might point out that the chair that was available 
tome was facing the audience, a kind of inquisition—and he said, “You 
have before you the Communist leadership of local 600. If you are 
wondering why we called you down here, these people are concerned 
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about your re ‘fusal to join the Communist Party in spite of the fact 
that we Communists have supported you over the years for various 
offices in local 600 and despite the fact that certain or various people 
have been assigned to you for the purpose of securn gy vour recru tment 
into the party.” 

Now those were the words or the essence of the words used by Billy 
Allan. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did he name the persons who had been assigned 
to recruit you into the party ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. He named three persons. [ particularly recall that 
byron Edwards Wis one of the people named ana Nelsor Day Is WAS 
the other. The third one Is rather indistinct to me at the present, 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Well. after he mace that statement to you 
occurred Y 

Mr. TAPPEsS. Well. | was almost speechless at the tiie, It Was ah 
experience | wouldn't want to go through again because I feel that I 
have a right to my beliefs and I certainly have a right to join any 
organization 1 choose without being forced into it by anybody and 
| have always felt that I could take care of myself in debate or any 
other way with the average person in the United States and these are 
people whom I had worked with for many years, not only on the basis 
of their political beliefs but because they were union people. IT cer 
tainly thought that any support that I did receive from them or 
snvone else in the Rouge plant had been on the basis of any service 
that I could contribute to the unicn for the benetic of the meaiber 
ship of the union. 

So the only answer that I could give—and TI am sure that [ could 
have probably done a better job now—but I was just caught up short 
and it was totally unexpected to me especially from people who had 
been preaching democracy and the rights of individuals for so many 
years—so the only answer I could give them was that I was not pre- 
pared and had no desire to join the Communist Party. 

That was the only reason I could give them for not having been 
a member or succumb to their efforts or their previous efforts to join. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Well. when you took that position what was the 
attitude of Mr. Allan? What did he say ¢ 

Mr. TAPPES. Mr. Allan reacted by first standing up. He suid, 
“You heard the words of Shelton Tappes.” And then he pointed 
out a number of people to speak their minds on what they had heard 
from me. The first speaker was Mike Hraber who used some vitriolic 
statements in condemning me and asserting that I had let him down 
and that he had had a lot of faith in me before but now he saw no 
way in which he could have any further use for me or words to that 
effect 

Another speaker was Leo Orsage who continued in the same vein, 
maybe not quite as vocally or didn’t use nearly as many words but 
he also condemned my attitude. There were more—there were three 
or four other speakers that did do a pretty sound job of convincing 
themselves and the others present that as Communists T was no good 
to them or didn’t mean them any good. 

Mr. Porrer. In other words, Mr. Tappes, as a form of blackmail 
in order to get their support for future elections, they were trying 
to convince you to become a member of their group and T assume by 
the tirades that were made against you after you refused, they were 
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telling you in a polite, or maybe not so polite way, that you couldn't 
expect their support in the future union elections—is that the essence 
of it? 

Mr. Tarres. Well, at that point I would say it was more or less 
an effort to intimidate or coerce and demand that I become one of 
them, and insist that their past record of their past efforts in my 
Lehalf—well, they almost came right out and said without them | 
never would have deen anywhere in the union. 

Mr. Warrer. All of the people there knew full well that you were 
entitled to a great deal of credit for the establishment of this union, 
didn't they? Isn’t that the fact ? 

Mr. Tarres. Yes, they knew that and I might say—— 

Mr. Wavrrer. Their actions certainly indicate they weren't inter 
ested in the strengthening of the union but in the strengthening of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavrrs. Well, if they had been interested in the strengthening 
of the union, I would have known a whole lot more of them in 1937, 
1938, and 1939. [ met most of those people after the union was es 
tablished at Ford’s and not before. 

Mr. Taverner. Now after these three or four persons had been 
called upon by Mr. Allan to express their opinions and to take part 
in this inquisition as vou called it, what occurred ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. Well, Allan himself decided to sum up the proceed- 
ings of the evening. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. By the way, let me stop there. Was Mr, Allan a 
member of the union? 

Mr. Tarrrs. He wasn't a member of local 600 and IT don’t know 
whether he has been a member of any local union of the Union Auto 
mobile Workers. I have never been so informed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, tell us what Mr. Allan had to say. 

Mr. Tarres. Well, he summed the proceedings up by saying that, 
or telling me, that I had heard from the Ford workers and that from 
their statements it was quite apparent that they weren't satisfied with 
the answers that I had given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore a verdict had been reached ? 

Mr. Tarres. Therefore he was to tell me that from now on the 
people who they would select would be from their own ranks—peo 
ple who would receive their support for the office in the local union 
He also said that there were others that they were going to call in 
and speak to in the same fashion that they had talked to me, the 
implication being of course that they weren't singling me out, that 
there would be others. 

Mr. TavenNner. What position did you hold in the union at that 
time ? 

Mr. Tarres. I held the position of bargaining committee in the 
production foundry unit. I'd like to say this, that when I lost the 
election in 1945 to sueceed myself as recording secretary, I received 
visits and letters and phone calls from a great number of supporters 
in various sections of the Rouge plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, was that before or after the meeting ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. That was before the meeting, naturally before my\ 
successor had been installed in office. I was the incumbent but hadn't 
lost my books so to speak, and these people for the most part seemed 
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to have been interested in what I was going to do now that I was no 
onger one of the chief oflicers of local 600. 

Most of them expressed confidence in my leadership and asked that 
| not leave the local union. I had received an offer from one of the 
nternational officers to join his staff as an international representa- 
tive and they had heard about this offer and wanted me to remain with 
them in the Rouge plant saying that we would rebuild our forces and 
iake a come-back in the local inion and as an indication of this. their 
incerity when I left the local union, I took a month’s vacation and 

hile I was gone my supporters in the foundry un » my ob 

etions h: id ente red my hame In nomination for the real iy com 
iittee ancl had elected me to that position while Was ¢ Vacatl 

I wasn ‘t even in the State of Mic] hgan at that t me f 

nvineed me that I had a lot of friends still in 1 lox A 

So I assumed that posi ition and was working in fhat 
xpected that among the so-called left-wing croup or 

litical group, that I was associated pedi ad J 

nority of the left-wing in the UAW ie Communis 

pected to make a come-back nthe lp inion ind evi 
hat was my plan. 

However, it is quite apparent now that the Communists in 
600 had other ideas and with this was the tip-off of their activities to 

me. In other words, to make some attempt to capture one of the 
rincipal oflices of local GOO which they up until that time did not have. 

Mr. TAvenner. What office was that / 

Mr. TAPPEs. Well, I don't know which—lI wouldn't try to design: ite 
ny of the offices: however, the effort was quite clear and the first 
thing they would have to do would be to displace one of the possible 
mdidates and replace him with one of their own whatever office that 
might be because they had ho way of knowing wh i" office | Wo ild 
eek, 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you have told us that William Allan advised 
you that they would from that time on endeavor to elect their own 
embers or as much as told you that any support vou had gotten from 
that group would be denied you in the future ? 

Mr. Tarrres. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, what occurred later to indicate that that 
vas not just a barren threat ? 

Mr. Tarres. Well, I can only say that at first that threat would hie 
ot too much importance if it wasn’t for the manner in which « Baits 
ire selected in the union; I mean we have two principal groups whic! 
| many Ways compare with the two principal political parties in thi 
United States. 

So whoe ver is se lected within the party mac ‘hinery or the mach ine ry 
f these groups, have the chances of bein rh elected without doubt, o1 
ur history shows no one has ever run as an independent in local 600 
ind had any success. So the way in which they Seas going to carry 

it their threat would be within the group that I was associated wit! 
ind their acts in subsequent days bore out their threat and the 
icceed. 

Mr. TAvenner. That was in the left-win 

Mr. Tarres. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. It may be well at this point to demonstrate to the 

rit ittee, { vou can, how the action of the le fi Wihyg Grotup cal ly 


r group withit 


‘ 
— 
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controlled by comparatively few individuals such as members of tly 
Communist Party. Will you tell us a little as to how the functior 
ing of the caucuses might affect that problem? Well let us put it thi 
way: You spoke of these different groups which represented, say, pat 
ties within your political parties or branches within your union. Ar 
you talking now about the rank-and-file members or are you talking 
about any representative group of the members ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. I am talking about a division of the entire union it 
cluding the rank and file. They are more or less commonly known a 
the left wing and right wing and includes everybody in the unio 
When elections come, people choose sides because they have to vote 
for a candidate; if they want to, they vote for a candidate, 

Mr. Porrer. Are candidates selected by caucus / 

Mr. Taprrs. No: candidates are nominated. 

Mr. Porrer. At conventions? 

Mr. Tapres. Not conventions. Let me explain it this way: Maybe 
if we narrow it down to local 600 it will be easier to understand. Loea| 
600 has 16 buildings as we said before and these buildings are required 
to have a membership meeting once a month, so when nominatioy 
time comes the buildings receive official notice from the local unio 
recording secretary and at their building or unit meeting the record 
ing secretary and the president together notify the membership of 
the necessity for submitting nominations for local union offices. 

So in each of the 16 units will be a period set aside for the nomina 
tion of members who desire to be nominated or members who desire 
to nominate somebody for any of the local union offices they choos 
to make that nomination for. And these nominations are transmitted 
to the local union and once the deadline for accepting or rejecting 


that office has passed, the remaining names are then eligible for ballot 
if they are fully paid up members of the union. 

So the left- and right-wing caucuses as they are better known, se 
lect from among their own group a slate of officers to represent them 
in the election. You might have seven people running for president. 
but chances are the question of selection will remain between the two 
people who are chosen by one or the other of the two major politica! 


groups. 

Mr. Woon. At that pot I am interested in knowing, since it seems 
that the caucuses have a good deal of authority in thus selecting the 
candidates, how the caucus members are selected, 

Mr. Tarrrs. Well the members are not selected by the caucus o1 
I should say the— 

Mr. Woop. I understood you to say the caucus of the two factions 
make up a slate of those that have been nominated. 

Mr. Tarres. Yes. You want to know how the factions are made up’ 

Mr. Woop. That is right. Who actually makes up that slate? Do 
they have a meeting of some sort 4 

Mr. Tarrrs. They do. The caucuses are more or less open to any 
member. If there is going to be a meeting of the rightwing group, 
why they notify the membership through cards or handbills or any 
way that they feel are the most effective—-or there might be a more 
selective way of doing it by having people who are associated wit! 
that group pass cards around privately to those that he thinks might 
be sympathetic and the same procedure is followed by the other group- 
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I have seen caucuses that have as many asa thousand or more people 
there and I have seen those that only have three or fou people present. 
But in the initial stages the groups are much smaller. 

Most of these CAUCTISeS have oflicers, they have it chairm in) and et 
etera and they have a treasury for the campaign funds. They must 
aise money to buy literature and of course, in our local we use sound 


trueks and almost everything else. It is quite a big affair. 

Mr. TAvi NNER, What is the role of the Communist Party in the 

icus meeting / ‘ 

Mr. TAPPEs. Well they have attached themselves To the left Wih 

aucus by—I mean, historically they attached themselves to the left 
wing caucus. The way in which they carried out their threat on me, 
was first by coming in to the left-wing caucus with their group which 
was a pretty well disciplined group who are able to—they were so well 
| sciplined convince or help in choosing a steering committee The 
steering committe is usually the group who takes charge of the pub 
licity and all of the phases of a political campaign in the union. At 
this time, from the steering committee Was chosen do nominating com 
mittee and this nominating committee was to bring in to the steering 
ommittee recommendations for a slate of officers, and that was done 
It was done on three occasions. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean three separate different slates? 

Mr. Tarprrs. Well, they brought in a slate of officers for the first 
time and included on that slate was my name for vice president repre- 
senting the group and those who are present and many of whom have 
been named since these hearings have been going on as members of 
the Communist Party were very vocal in insisting in finding other 
reasons for the committee to be sent back and bring out another re 
port. 

Mr. War R. Dic people participate Ink this eaneu who were not 
members of local 600 ? 

Mr. Tarres. No. 

Mr. Water. So that the only participants in the left-wing caucus 
were union members ’ 

Mr. Tarres. That is right. The committee was sent back and they 
returned with substantially the satihe slate of officers and by some 
subterfuge they were sent back again because it was found to be un- 
lesirable. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, did that all occur on the same day or was 
it postponed to another day ? 

Mr. Tarres. No, we were meeting periodically I believe at that time 
every 2 weeks. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well isn’t that very much the same as the old plan 
of just waiting until the opposition had dispersed and then demand- 
ing action ? 

Mr. Tarres. That is right, only in the meantime, behind the scenes 
they were trying to influence various members of the steering com. 
mittee to change their ideas about the composition of the slate. 

Mr. Tavenner, That was all after you had been given the warning 
by Mr. Allen? 

Mr. Tarres. That is true. 

Mr. TAVENNER. About what would occur to you if you didn't jou 
the party ? 


r 
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Mr. Tarres. That is right. The third slate that was brought 
had moved my name from vice president down to the original pos 
tion I had held—recording secretary. And all that had happened w; 
a shuffling of the names on the slate to different positions and aga 
there were enough people there representing the Communist point . 
view to insist that the slate was not satisfactory, only on this occasi« 
the subterfuge was that well there are not enough people here to mak 
a decision and we had better have a broader meeting so that mor 
people can make a decision which certainly the average person | 
no reason to ol ject to. 

By then I had received from sources the real reason for this propose 
slate being sent back so often and why there was so much objection | 
it. There was no question that the names on the slate were people w] 
had the confidence of the group that I have ment ioned the left-wi 
group. 

They certainly had done as much service for the group and we 
logical candidates, as much so as anybody else in local GOO, so 
meeting was called. 

Mr. Tavenner. After the slate had been sent back three times? 

Mr. Tarrrs. That is correct. I might say that ordinarily a slat 
is selected in that fashion and many weeks before we got started, wh 
ordinarily we would have had a campaign in full swing. 

So when T received the information I did about the attitudes « 
different people, I cdlecided that if we were going to be able to prese 
a slate of officers in the campaign and be able to put up any kind of 
battle in the elections that year, that maybe the best thing for me t 
do was to remain out of the meetings, and I did. The broad meeting 
that was called was attended by more than 360 in Northern Hig 
School and the same slate of officers was selected or was presented { 
this body with the exception of my name. 

When they got to the office of recording secretary, a contest W 
held between me and one other person. I might Say that somebody 
stood in for me and a decision was made by standing vote and tli 
person that was selected received 181 votes and I was told I received 
180. So I lost the decision by one vote, even though I wasn’t present 

Mr. Watrer. Who counted the votes? 

Mr. Tarres. At that meeting the Communist Party representing thi 
local 600 section had made a very determined and concerted effort t 
see to it that my name was, not selected. The party was even rep 
resented by people who hadn't worked at Ford’s for quite a number o! 
years and some party members who had become inactive over a 
period of time and their efforts in behalf of the decision to select 
someone other than me, to say the least, were very strenuous. 

Mr. Tavenner. So Mr. Allan’s prediction and threat was carried 
out in toto? 

Mr. Tarres, That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well. who was selected as recording secretary 01 
that occasion? Who received 181 votes? Do you recall? 

Mr. Tarres. William Johnson. William H. Johnson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is William H. Johnson the same person who is now 
the executive adviser to the president of local 690? 

Mr. Tapprs. Yes: he is the administrative assistant to the president. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether William Johnson 1s a mem 
ber of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Tarres. Well, I have never known anyone who placed Bill 
Johnson in the party. . 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You spoke of a person by the name of Orsage, who 
was designated by Mr. Allan to express his views regarding your re- 
fusal to "become a member of the party at this meeting whic h you 
were called to. Do you know whether he in turn was discip lined 
isa member of the party in later years? 

Mr. TAPPEs. I believe he w: ise ither re prim: iunded or SUS] vende d from 

e party for running for office in the Dearborn assen bly plant ‘a tter 

cnown as the 8 buile li gv, Il thi nk he ran for pre ident of tha if 

ial time when they desired someone else to vet the full si pport “of 
> party forces, 

Mr. TAVENNeER. As a result of that 

t Party / 

Mr. Tarrys. Yes: that was the information that was gener lly 

read around local 6 (), 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know whether o1 

on was published in tiie Daily Worke rod 

Mr. TArpPi Ss. Yes: | ka ow il Was p ib] hed in the Daily Worke ie I 
vouldn’t be ible to sav the cate. | am a subseriber to the Da ly 
Worker so I do read—— , 

Mr. Water. We get it too. 

Mr. Woop. The committee will stand in recess for 10 minutes. 

(A short recess was taken. ) 

Mr. Woop. We will come to order. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I was in error a few minutes ago as to the expulsior 
of Leo Orsage as hat ne been announce cl in the Daily Worker. It wis 
in the Michigan Worker instead. I have it before me and desire t 
offer it in evidence and ask that it be marked *’Tappes Exh-bit No. 1 

Mr. Woop. It will be received. 

(The document referred to was marked 
ind received IN eviclence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that Mr. William Alla 
he course of the LNGUISItION that at least two persons hy id been assigned 
to reeruit you into the party and one was Byron Edwards and the 
ther Nelson Davis. Were you conscious of ny efforts being made 
DY either of those two persons to recruit vou into the party ¢ 

Mr. Tarres. 1 was more conscious of the efforts of Nelson Davis 
during the time that he was making the attempts. Nelson Davis 
served as vice president of the foundry workers of local €00 under me 
while I was president, so he had many opportunities to make an effort 
and took advantage of those opportunities 


he was expelled from the Com- 


‘Tappes Exhibit No. 1” 


advised vou in 


o recruit me into the party 
nn several occasions, 
He asked me in 1942 and on several occasions, and on many occa- 


sions later on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Max Chait was shown by test HMONY here to have 
taken an active part in the conference of the Communist Party in 
1950 and to have announced during that meeting that the Communist 
Partv—and it may have been a boast, or may have been a factual! 
statement that he was intending to make—has succeeded getting 
or obtaining control of the council of local 690. I want to ask you 
ome questions about that but before doing so té ll the committee just 
vhat the couneil of local 600 consists of. 
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Mr. Tarrrs. The council of local 600—the official title is the gener 
council—is composed of delegates elected from these various building 
It represents a membership meeting of the local union. Constitutior 
ally, local unions are required to hold at least one general membershi 
meeting each month. The unwillingness of local 600, with peak men 
bership running into 80,000 or more in former years and now mot 


than 60,000 in normal times, presents a picture of almost impossibility 
ot providing a spot where those people could meet in one body. 

As a result of that. the units are allowed—according to their size 
to elect delegates. I don’t know the exact figure now, whether it 
| for every 500 members or 1 for every 500. It could be 1 for ea 
thousand. And these delegates are assembled once each month to cor 
duct. the business of the local union. It is the highest governing bod 
of the local union. 

Mr. Tay EN NER. What is the average number of delegates ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. It averages around 200 at the present time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, that is the council to which Mr. Chait referred 
Have you been a representative on the general council at any time? 

Mr. Tarrres. Since its inception: Tam presently a delegate to th 
council. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the vear 1950, the vear about which Mr. Chait 
Was speaking, was the Communist Party, in your judgment, in a pos 
tion to control the vote or the action of the general council of local 60) 
on important matters involving the unton ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. The year 1950 was the first vear of the administration 
of Carl Stellato, who is now president of the local union. The Com 
munist Party, as such, was very critical of his program and policies 
and didn’t hesitate on almost any measure that he proposed to try to 
defeat it. Ithink Mr. Chait was certainly boasting if he tried to imply 
that a majority of our council delegates were Communists, because that 
certainly would be an extreme fabrication for him to say that. How- 
ever, the Communist Party has the particular habit of claiming the 
influence and claiming credit for any progress or achievements that 
are made by the left-wing group of the union, which in this ease was 
true. The left-wing group were the opposition group to Mr. Stellato. 

Whatever that group did the Communists claimed credit for it, and 
I might say that a goodly portion of that credit was not due them, on 
at least the Communists, as such, were not entitled to the full credit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, was the caucus plan carried out in the 
work of the general council as to measures which were to be supported 
or rejected and in substantially the same manner as in the elections 
which you have previously described ? 

Mr. Tarres. Well, I'd say, generally speaking, yes. Except this, 
that on pure union matters there was never any difficulty in getting the 
average union man to agree and support a pure and honest and benefi- 
cial union matter. The only time that the district caucus lines were 
drawn would be when a measure dealing with foreign policy becam« 
an issue, and it was at that time that the discipline and the unusual 
ability of the Communists came to the forefront, that is to bring their 
training to the forefront and take advantage of the union members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were caucuses held from time to time on matters 
of that character? 

Mr. Tarpes. Yes, on both sides there were caucuses held. 
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Mr. TAVENNER. Well now, if you had a total membership on the 
general council of 200 as I believe you have mentioned as the average, 
ind there was a left-wing caucus within the council, about what per- 
centage of that entire vote would be represented by the caucus as an 
average would you say? 

Mr. TAPPES. Well of course, I think you understand that each year 
council delegates had to be elected and the composit 1On of the council 
tself would result in the Success ot one group or the other in the Var 
ious units, so when the delegates were presented to the council for 
installation, they would have there a b “ly of people representing 16 
dite rent units of the Rouge plant who were there by the Success of a 
particular group. 

They associated themselves with their individual units so that each 
vear the experience would be different, but over the vears since the 
neeption of the general] council in 1941, T would say that the left-wing 
point of view did prevail to the extent of about 55 or 60 percent of the 
council members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then an average of 60 percent of the total would be 
120, so actually 120 persons in that caucus could control the decision 
of the general couneil 7 

Mr. Tarres. That is assuming all council members are present. 

Mr. Tavennrr. Yes, if all were present ? 

Mr. Tarres. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. If there were 61 Communists represented in the 
caucus or 61 people who could be controlled by the Communists, they 
could control the entire action of the general council, isn’t that true? 

Mr. TAPPEs. That is quite possible. I would like to digress a bit 
here. The way in which the Communist Party was able to operate 
with any success was really the fault of those union members who don’t 
vote in local union elections. V'd like to make that pretty clear. By 
their absence on election day, they sanction the success of a group—a 
small but well-disciplined Lroup- that control the destinies of the 
union. 

Mr. Tavenner. That exists in eve ry phi ise of human endeavor in 
this country and it is a question of iacieears on fh part of the people. 
If they once came out and asserted their opinions and their votes, the 
Communist Party could not possib ly accomp ish its objectives. 

Mr. Tarres. I might say that is also true of the so-called left wing 
ind the union: the failure of the left-wingers to attend their left-wing 
meetings in many cases resulted in the Communists either having a 
majority of people present and the fact that so many people know so 
little about what goes on in the union, they permit these people who are 
well trained and well versed on international policies and national 
policies to sway those who are present and don’t pay too much at 
tention to those things. They are able to sway them into believing 
-ome of the things that they say and as a result there is a prevalent 
point of view that is not truly the thinking of the majority of the 
people. 

Mr. Jackson. If T may interrupt for a moment, I think, Mr. Tappes., 

at pe rhi aps your statement on the organizational tactics of the Com- 

junists is one of the most important points that has been made during 
th s entire hearing. 

The average member of an organization is apt to come to the meet 

¢ late and he is apt not to say very much while he is there and go 
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home to the family as quickly as possible. I think that is borne o 
amply in the testimony taken by this committee here and in oth 
cities. The Communists come early, they are vocal while there, and 
stay until the last dog is hung. Out of the total membership of ove: 
600 of the Screen Writers’ Guild in Hollywood, only a few have be« 
identified as Communists and fellow travelers. 

However that minority in the Screen Writers’ Guild succeeded 
absolute domination of the Screen Writers’ Guild over a period of sor 
vears and succeeded in electing a great many members of the board «| 
directors of the Screen Writers’ Guild and also the executive secretar) 
in at least two instances. 

I think that the point you make on the responsibility of those w 
are opposed to the Communists and to communism as to voting a1 
making their presence felt in these meetings is one of the most 11 
portant points that could possibly be made in this hearing or in a 
other hearing. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything that you can tell the committ: 
regarding the devices used by the Communist Party to control 
action, that is, to control the action of the union or the left-wing / 

Mr. Tarrers. I could. 

Mr. TavEnnER. Without taking too much time and going into t 
much detail. 

Mr. Tarrrs. I can give an example of how it is possible to cont: 
a group with a small minority with everybody giving consideration | 
the fact that a union meeting is usually composed of people right off 
amachine inashop. If we have a meeting of 50 people and 5 peop) 
there are Communists, we found that the average rank and filer does; 
have too much to say in that meeting no matter what comes up on t! 
floor or is presented to them for consideration. 

They are willing to sit back and depend upon their officers to mak: 
lot of decisions for them. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the very reason why it is so important t! 

a Communist who is an official—holds an official position—should b 
come exposed as to his Commnnist Party membership, so that 1 
rank and file will know it, isn’t that true? 

Mr. Tarrrs. That is right, and T think vou will find that is one o! 
the reasons the UAW has a provision in its contract that no Comn 
nist can hold office. The five Communists will have discussed the in 
portent matters before they get to the meeting and they are trained 
parliamentary law and thev are trained in labor history and they ha 
current events classes on almost any matter that is important to t 
Nation and the union. 

Therefore they have the abilitv to take the floor and handle the: 
selves and they have the knowledge of these issues and each of tho 
five can have something to say on that matter while most of the ot! 
people are sitting there and listening. So thev are easily swaved a1 
as a result of the lethargy as you so well put it before of the averay 
member, he is influenced and controlled in too many cases by a sm 
minority and an un-American group of people. 

T might say that despite many articles and so forth to the contra: 

IT think the strongest and most vocal organization in this country a: 
the most active organization in this country against the efforts of t 
Communist Party is the United Automobile Workers, 
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I also feel that our president. Walter P. Reuther, has certainly 
shown himself to be an enemy of Communist ideology and fought 
very vigorously and hard to eliminate those who have held offices or 
had certain influences within our own union. 

I think that if every other union in this country had done as much 
and worked as hard on the subject as the United Automobile Workers, 
that there certainly would be much less influence within the labor 
organizations at the present time. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the international organization of the CTO has 
been successful in expelling 12 international unions because of their 
adhering to the Communist Party line? 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. So an effort is being made not only in labor but i 
many other forms of activity to clear their skirts of communism ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. That is right. 

Mr. TAvenner. Now there has been a lot said during the course of 
this hearing about the efforts of the Communist Party to bring within 
the Communist Party the persons of the Negro race and to attempt to 
profit by some of the problems that they have faced. What observa 
tion do you have to make if any regarding the efforts of the Communist 
Party to accomplish that ? 

Mr. Tarres. Now Id like to say this—I am glad that vou put that 
question in that way, and T hope the chairman, if he feels that T am 
going too far, will correct me. Tam glad to answer a question like 
that because I have always felt pretty strongly that there is a great 
problem in this Nation that needs a solution. 

I believe there are many patriotic re an in this Nation who ars 
working on that problem that include Negro and white people. Many 
of those organizations are known to everyone in this room—the 
NAACP, UAW-CIO,. and American Federation of Labor. All of 
these organizations have some faults, we agree: however, the efforts 
and the honesty that is displayed in their efforts certainly indicates 
that in this Nation there will come a time when most of these problems 
will be solved to the satisfaction of everyone. 

Mr. Wavrer. Let me call your attention to something on that point 

The efforts of those of us who have been trving to the best of om 
abilitv to improve conditions of all of the people are very seriously 
impeded by the activities of those who shed crocodile tears for the 
people that we are now talking about. 

Mr. Tarrrs. IT agree and T also feel that the major problems such as 
lynching, the poll tax, and fair employment practices are matters that 
the American people should very vigorously attend to, but I don’t 
agree that the Communist Party of the United States who has installed 
tself as the one agency designed to solve the proble ms of the Negro 

people—I do not believe and T know that they are not sincere in their 
ft rts. They have only grabbed the Negro issue as a means through 
which they can attain the help and support of 15 million Negro people 

n this country in furthering their policies of the Soviet Union which 
has are attached to. 

I know there have been oceasions when the Communist Party could 
have proven their sincerity and other parts of their program have been 
predominant to the point that they were willing to forego the rights 
of the Negro nner. in order to solve their international interests, 
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particularly on their attitude on Negro questions during the last wa: 

I know of at least one instance and that is the instance of a doct 
in the city of Detroit who had been drafted into the United Stat: 
Navy and insisted that in answering the draft call, he should | 
drafted as a physician because he was then a practicing medical doct: 
in this city. IT suppose he didn’t know too much about the Communi 
Party as to its sincerity and he went to them for help and they turne, 
him down saying that winning the war was primary and all of tho 
things would have to wait until the war was over. 

One other instance was mentioned yesterday. T remember this pa: 
ticularly because I had a personal experience when tye National Ass: 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People advanced as its pr 
gram, the double V program. That was known as victory at hon 
and victory abroad in which they gave, unstintingly, support to t) 
war effort of the country but still contained themselves with the cd 
mestic programs feeling that both were consistent and the interest 
was the same—we must win both of those battles—and the Communis' 
Party was outspokenly critical of the at-home portion of that doubl 
victory program. So I could conclude by saying that the Communist 
Party does not repreesnt the chosen spokesmen for the Negro people 
and that the Negro people know that there are many patriotic persons 
and patriotic organizations with whom they can associate themselve- 
in whom they know they have a real honest and sincere interest in 
seeing that complete democracy is a prevalent thing in this Nation, 

Mr. Tavenner. We have secured during the course of this investi 
gation a blank form of which this is a copy, of the information that 
was requested by the Communist Party from each registrant in 1950 
I'd like to hand it to vou and ask you to examine it and state whethe: 
or not from that record of the Communist Party they actually carried 
out in practice the nondiserimination which they would subtly preac! 
to the public. Is there any distinction that is made in their own re 
ords between people of different races or color? 

Mr. Tarrrs. The top of this paper says “Communist Party men 
bership registration for 1950.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Then will vou read the classification of informatio: 
down the line from the top ¢ 

Mr. Tarrers (reading) : 

Man, woman, Negro, age, time in party, employed, unemployed, oceupatior 
industry, specific name of union, CIO, AFL, independent, and vet 
which I assume means veterans or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore, according to their own records they «i 
draw distinctions ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. I am sure you are referring to that Negro designatio 
where it says whether Negro or white. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer a copy in evidence and ask that 
be marked *Tappes Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Woop. It will be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Tappes Exhibit No. 2” and 
received in evidence.) 

Mr. Jackson. Before you leave the matter of legislation there prob 
ably is no more of a certain kiss of death for adequate and wort! 
while legislation to meet many of the problems with which many 
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groups in this country are confronted, than the advocacy and endorse- 
ment of the Communist Party. The delegations of the Communist 
Party which are sent down to Washington on various occasions to put 
forward these programs actually succeed in alienating people who are 
in favor of the legislation. Their conduct on Capitol Hill is in a large 
part exactly their conduct before congressional committees. 

I might say it is not designed to make friends or influence people 
in Washington. So it is actually in effect the kiss of death to much 
legislation which might otherwise be considered and which should be 
considered. 

Mr. Porrer. Also the legislation that you can expect will come under 
the leadership of Negro leaders such as Mr. ‘Tappes and others rather 
than the leadership of the James Watts. 

Mr. Tarrrs. I'd like to comment on this party record registration 
Of course, I have never seen one before ana | nig if SiN that | don't 
know the purpose of designating a person by his race but that is some 
thing that our union doesn't awpprove of and we finally sueceeded in 
many plants in eliminating race designation to the extent where there 
are many plants today and if voud ask how Hany Negro emiplovees 
you have or white emplovees, they ‘“d be unable to tell vou, l night 
say that vocally that has been something that the Communist Party 
has advocated but it looks here that in practice in their own organiza 
tion, they have continued to violate what they have always considered 
ul principle. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. In other words, they dont practice what they 
preach ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. That is true. 

Mr. Taverner. I may say right at that point, that this investiga 
tion, in the subpenaing of witnesses, has been conducted on exactly 
the same basis as that which vou described in some plants, where it is 
not known before an appearance here on the witness stand in many 
instances as to what the race of an individual may be. Now have you 
at any time joined an organization known as the National Negro Con 
oress / 

Mr. Tarves. Yes: I did. IT don’t recall the vear but it could have 
been sometime in 19-43. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Dic vou at the time vou joined it know that it was 
a Communist-dominated organization ¢ 

Mr. ‘Tarres. No: I didn’t know that and I very vehemently denied 
that when other people attempted to tell me so. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did a time arrive when you changed your mind 
about the character of the organization 4 

Mr. TAPPEs. Yes: that time did oceur. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Will vou tell the committee about it, please / 

Mr. Tarrrs. In 1944 1 was chosen as a member of the national board 
of the National Negro Congress. IT had been sent to a convention o1 
conte rence of the COoOnYTess in New York City. | hac been serit there 
with the sanction of the executive board of local 600 who paid my 
expenses to and from New York. 

I was there for a 3 day period, If I am not mistaken, the confen 
ence began ona Saturday and ended On a Monday. lL was accom 
panied by the executive secretary of the Detroit council of the National 
Negro Congress. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was that? 
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Mr. ‘Tarrrs. Vera Vanderberg. [am trying to get the dates right 
It was either in 1945 or 1944. Upon my—well, after the conference 
had ended, Mrs. Vanderbere and I, who were from Detroit—I think 
we were the only repre sentatives from Detroit on that occasion 
were asked if we would accompany some of the officials from the New 
York headquarters downtown in New York to an important discussio 
on congress affairs or congress matters. 

They stated that of course we wouldn't have any authority except 
that they thought that we could present a picture of the activity of 
the congress and progress in the es of Detroit We nereed to attend 
the meeting. 

The meeting was held on Twenty third Street in De 
housed the headquarters of the Council on “ i 
were introduced to a person by the name ot 

Mr. Porrer. Frederick Vanderbilt Fiel« / 

Mr. Tapers. I don’t know whether it is Frederick Vanderbilt. I 
do know It was Frederick V. Field. He seemed to bea shght mdi 
vidual of sandy hair, about my height; I suppose not quite as tall 
as | and we were shown into the front suite of oflices on the first 
floor, I believe, and we sat in on that session which seemed to be con 
cerned with the lack of progress or success by the congress in reeruit 
ing memberships. 

At that time I think there was an annual membership of $1, and 
the congress hadn't been very successful. 

Durimg the course of the discussion—and I don't recall the exact 
persons that we accompanied to the meeting so LT would hesitate to 
mention names-—a person from the New York headquarters gave a 
description of their activities in West Virginia and in that particular 
area of the United States. They mentioned some other States, I 
think eastern Pennsylvania, _ Virginia, and other areas—related 
areas—and then Mrs. Vanderbere was asked to give a report on what 
was going on in Detroit although before she spoke the same person 
vave a fairly exaggerated, [ might say, picture of success in Detroit. 

Mrs. Vanderberg, of course, followed the same line and fave a 
similar report which led me to believe there was some—well according 
to the attitude ot Field, there seemed to be. to Say the least, some 
impatience with the progress of the National Negro Congress. De- 
spite the reports that had been given, he was still reluctant to do 
whatever these people had been discussing before they arranged this 
personal Visit. 

So then one of the people that I accompanied said: 

“We will have to put all our cards on the table.” She said, “The 
National Negro Congress is a Communist-front organization and it 
was organized for the purpose of carrying the party program into 
the Negro neighborhoods and Negro districts of the United States.” 

They went on to say they had active councils in West Virginia, 
eastern Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and they mentioned some city 
in South Carolina, New Orleans, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, 
Detroit, and some other cities that I don’t remember. 

My first reaction was that these people evidently or this person 
evidently had made a slip, or had assumed that both Mrs. \ Vanderberg 
and I were also members of the party, or were acquainted with the 
fact that the congress was a party front because this is the first time 
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[f had ever heard a straightforward statement, by someone who had 
juthority to make the statement, that the Nat onal Negro Congress 
was a front organization of the Communist Party. 

[ didn’t say anything to Mrs. Vanderberg about it because I didn’t 
cnow how to Siy anveli i TO her about it and lv isn’t too sure that 
that had registered as deeply with her as it did with me. So upon 
ny return to Detroit and upon reaching ri office, IT dictated a letter 
if resignation to the national board of the congress and matled it in 

New Y 1 never rece ived il reply from lhe lett r and from 

! didn’t receive invitations to the regular ‘etings of the 
oarad of the Detroit counerl although | Was a men , ft tha hoard, 
Mr. Tavenner. Was the purpose in visiting Frederick V. Field 

» obtaining of funds for the operation of the orga 

Mr. Tarers. That was the substance of the 1 
hismuch or I will Say I didn't pay a much ati \ 
ut I anti ipated the knowledve l obtained. 


ie congres had exceeded its buy iget an in ‘aut nt this b lee 
} 


t 
I 
dl 
| 


tiisnt 
there was supposed to have been fort ; 
unds from the organizational effort 

that the pe ple the staff had faile 

exceeded the budget Therefore the question of designating more 
funds to them from some source was at she, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman. the committee knows from its other 
nvestigations that the address eiven in New York is the address of 
he othce building oO. ned hy Irederick Vanderbilt Fic ld. 

Mr. Woop. | pelieve this will bea vood time to take a rece 
lunch. The committee will stand in recess until 2 o'clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:25 p. m., the he: ‘ing 
rhe sre dav.) 

AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Woop. Let us have order. Proceed. Mr. Counsel 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Tappes, will vou tell us. if vou know, any 
part that the Communist Party plaved here in Detroit in connection 
with the Communitst-front organization known as the American Com- 
mittee for the Protection of Foreign Born and the Civil R ehts 
Congress 

Mr. TAPPes. The American Committee for the Protection of lor- 
eign Born L know very little about although as secretary of local 
600, T was in receipt from time to time of mail and conference calls 
in which they invited the local union to send delegates or contribu- 
tions and was personally invited on occasion to attend meetings or 
iffairs that they were sponsoring, 

Mr. Tavenner. Were any substantial contributions made to that 
rganization from the funds of local 600 4 

Mr. Tarres. None that I recall to the American Committee for the 
Protection of Foreign Born. I don’t know whether the records would 
indicate or not but I think it would be safe to say that if they were, 
they were rather minor and not a steady type of contribution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what with regard to the Civil Rights Cor 
gress ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. The Civil Rights Congress, as I first knew it, was 
nown as the Civil Rights Federation which for many years, my 
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impression, was a local organization. Later on T found out that 
they were affiliated with a national organization known as the Na 
tional Federation for Social Liberties. I believe that on one occasioy 
while in New York City I visited their headquarters, which if I re 
member correctly, was somewhere down in the lower business sec 
tion of Manhattan Island. Presently it is known as the Civil Rights 
Congress and that as a result of a convention held, 1 believe in Chi 
cago, in which the Civil Rights Federation, National Federation for 
Social Liberties and the National Negro Congress resolved themselves 
as previously constituted and reestablished in the one organization 
known presently as the Civil Rights Congress. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever have occasion to discuss any of thi 
business of the Civil Rights Congress or any of those organizations 
which were finally consolidated to make up the Civil Rights Cor 
gress on aspects that dealt with the Communist Party? 

Mr. TAPPES. No: ] never had any personal reason or occasion. te 
be interested in it. The National Negro Congress was a part of the 
organization and T had already turned in my resignation as a board 
member of the National Negro Congress. 

Mr. TAVENNI R. Did Art M ‘Phaul come to you on any OcCUSTON afte. 
you resigned and take up the matter with vou in connection with any 
one of those organizations ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. I reeall Art MePhaul coming to me. IT believe it was 
in the year 1946, but the matters he wanted to discuss with me weren't 
so much the two organizations, although he did mention the congress, 
both congresses, that is, the Civil Rights Congress and the Nationa! 
Negro Congress. His particular interest in talking with me was t 
get from me my opinion on why the Communist Party was unabk 
to secure what he termed the more able or qualified leadership type 
of Negro to become active in the party activities and w hv they weren | 
able to recruit them or to hold their interest in Communist Party 
affairs and the like. It seems that the party was concerned about 
the caliber of leadership among Negroes that they had in the party 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall what advice you gave to him at 
that time? 

Mr. Tarres. Not particularly. I don’t know what kind of advic 
I would give him now. The kind of leadership that the party would 
be able to get from Negro people—I could certainly tell him why 
he has been or would be unable to get that type of Negro to adopt 
the policies and program of the Communist Party. [ certainly 
would not be in a position to give him any advice or T wouldn't be 
inclined to give him any advice to help him in that direction. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has, in the course of its investiga 
tion, discovered a statement attributed to you in the press in whic! 
it was said that you supported or advocated the withdrawal of troops 
from Korea, or to that effect. The article seemed to be slanted alone 
the line—that which was known to be the Communist Party line—wit! 
regard to the situation in Korea. Do you know what I refer to / 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes: I am acquainted with that. 

Mr. Tavennen. Will you tell the committee all about it, please ? 

Mr. Tarrrs. I was confronted with the same statement not too 
long ago when five people were charged in local 600 with allegedly 
being either Communist or subservient to the Communist Party 
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On the witness stand during those proceedings I was called upon to 
explain the statement. 
Mr. ‘Tavenner. Exactly what was the statement attributed to you? 
Mr. Tarrrs. There was a statement published on the front page 
of one of the issues of the Daily Worker in the spring of 1950 in 
which it said that I subseribed to the idea that the troops should 
be withdrawn from Korea and implying that my attitude was that 
the United States Government Was acting im an niperialist fashion 
in that section of the country. My explanation then and my expla- 
nation now is that a young fellow came into the building of local 600 
“ome time prior to the publication of this article. Ile had one of 
these ¢] ards with a number of papers on the « lip board, and he 
to several people. When he came to me he told me 
he was a student and he was making a survey, a public-opinion survey, 
lle asked a number of questions with regard to the war in Korea, 
md Among the questions hie 
| 


asked was, “Do you approve of wai 
Do vou think this will lea 


e: Into world war IT? Would vou | »TO 
“ee the Will ended ie An | questions along that li cS. a he 
answers L gave to the questions in no way contormed to the article 


is it was eventually published, and at no time was I under any unde 


‘! 
tanding that this young man was even interested in the Daily 
Worker or any program that is associated generally with the Dail 


\ 
Worker. IT made straightforward answers which were heard by not 
less than half a dozen people standing around In the lobby of lox al 
600, But the twisted version that did appear in the paper repre 
sents to me only a fabrication and an untrue reporting of what had 
actually been said and certainly wasn’t in line with the purposes as 
stated by the interviewer, 

Mr. ‘Vavenner. In oth words, you did not 1 
attributed fo vou ih the ad Worker with rev: 

Mr. Tarrrs. No, J didn’t. In fact, my opi 
contrary to what was said 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether that was a concerted ] 

0 misrepresent the thoughts oft people Wa there a ivthing Lihat 
happened to indicate to vou that it was a concerted plan to miusrepre 
sent the views of people in this aren 7 

Mr. Tarres. I don’t know that [T understand the question, 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know whether the same thing happened to 
any other person, t hist happened to yous Do Vou KnOW whethe 
Frank Savage was similarly reported 4 

Mr. Tarres. [ received second-hand information through a third 
party, that is, that the same thing had happened to Frank Savage, 
who was the chairman of the trial committee, local 600 trial commit 
tee, that was hearing the cases of the five charged people. Frank 
Savage—I think it was a very unfair thing to do to Frank Savage 
because he is a well known and very devout Catholic, so devout that 
he will go to almost any extent to prove his faith, and he has been 
known to do penance for even little small things that he thought 
were injurious or harmful to another individual. He is known as a 
very devout and religious person, 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson / 

Mr. J AC KSON. No, eXcept to thank you for yvour testhnony, Mh 
Pappes. It Hees heen very helpful , 
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Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. I wish to thank Mr. Tappes for his testimony thet 
has been given here. It has been a credit to the work you have doi 
and a credit to the leadership that vou now hold. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Tappes, do you know the witness Lee Romano wh 
testified before this committee yesterday / 

Mr. Tarrrs. Yes, I do. I have known Lee Romano for severa 
years, 

Mr. Woop. Approximately how many 

Mr. Tarrrs. About 12. 

Mr. Woop. During that time have you been associated with him 
labor movement work ¢ 

Mr. Tarrrs. At times I have been associated with him very closely 
At present, we work out of the same UAW ollice building. 

Mr. Woop. Ordinarily I give no credence to anonymous publica 
tions and I am now only speaking for myself and not as a policy o 
this committee, but IT hand vou a bulletin, a leaflet which I am tol 
was circulated at the gate of the Ford plant this morning, whic! 
purports to attack Mr. Romano as being discriminating against th 
Negroes because of race in his work as union organizer and in cor 
nection with his activities in the trade-union movement, and it 
signed—how is it signed, “Communist Party of Michigan”? 

Mr. Tarrrs. That is the signature on it. 

Mr. Woop. No name, just, “Communist Party of Michigan”? 

Mr. Tarrrs. That’s all. 

Mr. Woop. Well, in all the time you have ever known Mr. Roman 
have vou ever heard anybody outside of the Communists ever assa 
him for discrimination or dislovalty to working people ? 

Mr. ‘Tarrrs. No; and I would like to say this for Mr. Romano 
His record on that question, I think, speaks for itself. The people i 
local GOO know his record. But specifically, I can Say this: Lee Rx 
mano was a delegate to the first general council session of local 6 
and he was the first person to ever introduce a resolution in that ge) 
eral council in 1941 in behalf of the rights of the Negro people an 
his stand has been consistent with that resolution ever since, as fa 
as I know, and furthermore, in the pressed steel unit that seems t: 
be mentioned in this leaflet, Lee Romano, probably more than ar 
single individual, was a person who encouraged the Negro worke: 
to participate in their union, affairs and he himself, during his a 
ministration, saw more Negroes achieve positions of importance 
that unit than any other president of the pressed-steel unit has ha: 
during its history as an adjunct of local 600. 

Mr. Woop. Then, from that statement would you say that th 
charges and allegations concerning racial discrimination on the part 
of Lee Romano contained in that leaflet are true or false ? 

Mr. ‘Tarres. I would say they are false and only points out thi 
Communist Party’s effort, whenever they are under attack, to try t 
reach out to the Negroes and get their assistance for their deviou 
program when there is no real sincerity as far as they are concerned 
in behalf of the Negro people. 

Mr. Woop. I desire to join with my colleagues in expressing to you 
the appreciation of the committee for your presence here and for thi 
very enlightening and illuminating testimony that you have give: 
the committee. 


, 
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If there are no further questions on behalf of counsel, I will excuse 
the witness from further attendance, with our sincere thanks. 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John Gallo. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please ‘ 
You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subeommit 
tee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 

help you God? 


Mr. Gatuo. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN GALLO, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Goopman. My client has requested that the photographer: 

ithhold taking pictures while he is testifying. 

Mr. Weop. Is that your wish? 

Mr. Gautvo. That is my wish. 

Mr. Woop. I will have to request the photograph rs to comply wit! 
the request of the witness. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What is your name? 

Mr. Gatio. John Gallo. 

Mr. Woop. Just a minute. Are you represented by counsel 

Mr. GALLo, I am represented by counsel 

Mr. Woop. There is no need for counsel to identify himself again 
You are familiar with his address. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born / 

Mr. Ganvo. IT was born in Holden, W. Va.. February 25, 1915 

Mr. Tavenner. Do vou now live in Detroit ¢ 

Mr. Gatto, No, T live in Dearborn. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dearborn ¢ 

Mr. Gauso. Since I came from West Virgini ie September 1935 


19D ¢ 


/ 


} 


Mr. ‘TAVENNeER. Llow have you been employe d since 
Mr. Gatio. Well, I first was hired in Ford’s in October 1955. At 
the same time | happened to turn proie sional box ron West Vil 
omnia, l had three bouts there, <0) | continued my professional hy XING 
nb Michigan. In 1936 T won the professional welterweight champion- 
ship of Michigan. That’s Just a point To want to bring out as far 
proiessional boxing was partly 


i> employment Is concerned becau { 


considered employment. | vot fired for unton activities at Ford’s 
Of course, I joined the union in 1937: 1 helped to be one of 


there. 
especially old 


many that organized Ford’s because [LT couldn't see, 
people, who had | lot of senLOrity were | red at will by the lord Notor 
Co., at that time, and IT could not help but feel that I was wasting 
my time boxing professionally where there was so much evil to be 
corrected in the Ford empire at that time. I figured that my place was 
among the workers there that needed a union for security. 

I won my case as far as the unemployment compensation hearings, 
that I was denied unemployment compensation by the company be 
cause the company fired me. Yet, on the compel sation ofhice they 
stated I quit voluntarily, so you can imagine how IT was black 
listed all over because in every plant IT went to, IT couldn't find a job 
because the Ford Motor Co. was working pretty close with these 
ther companies and they made it tough. Not only that, but at the 
me time the last resort | had was to vo to the welfare department 
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in Dearborn to ask for welfare. The welfare department was con 
trolled by the Ford Motor Co. At that time, they told me right out, 
“We'll not give you any welfare because you had no business organiz 
ing—help to organize Ford's.” Anyway, when the hearing cam: 
up before Referee Rubinotf, | had everybody subpenaed in the com 
pany that had me fired and after 3 or 4 hours of hearing by Refere: 
Rubinoff, the story went that I got fired for laughing, that I wa 
discharged for that and that’s the basis that the company had, thi 
reason they fired me, [ was laughing so much that I kept everybod, 
else from working on the assembly line. 

So I got my back pay for being discharged by the Ford Motor Cy 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When was that ¢ 

Mr. Gauio. I think—that was 1940, that’s when I was 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Reinstated / 

Mr. Gatxio. Well, it was 1941 IT was reinstated; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were one of 37 who were reinstated / 

Mr. Gatto. Well, 1 was one of quite a few. I don’t know whether 
I was one of 37. I happened to join the union in ‘37. I’m not a 
fortunate as some people that loimed sooner than that because J 
didn’t have the opportunity at this time I did join in 1937 and Is 
been active inthe union since then 

Mr. TTAVEN NER. What have been sore of the principal positio! 
vou have held in the union / 

Mr. Ga.tio. Well, L was the first chief steward in lord's there fro: 
the motor building: I was sergeant at arms at the motor building: | 
was the first one to organize a ball team under the local 600 banner i 
193s, where we didn't have a union then organized: and I helped ti 
build up the recreational program with Bill Widman, that was 
1941. When Bill Widman left. I had the endorsement of the athlet 
board and at that time I became his successor, so I was educational d 
rector from 1945 until—from 1941 to 1945. 

In my activities as far as the recreation program Was concerned 
I fought to break down discrimination in every sport and my recor 
will show that. I had the first interracial UAW-CIO ball team. 1 
he ‘Iped to break discrimination in all sports with the exception of bow 
ing, which is finally beginning to crack. 

I was elected guide of local G00, the first euide 1942, arid I 
the guide until 1945, 

Mr. Tavennenr. After 1945 what posit ions did you occupy in thi 
union’ Just the major ones. 

Mr. Gatio. I went back to work in the shop and the next term | 
ran for guide again and was elected by a big majority. I becany 
recreational director ag: un ~ that one ye ar until I lost out. In 1947, 
rather, I didn’t—anyway, in 1947 I didn’t run because I wouldn't sig 
the Taft-Hartley afidavit. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you resigned from your position becaus 
of your refusal to sign the Taft-Hartley affidavit. did you not? 

Mr. Gatto. That’s common knowledge all over the country at that 
time as far as my position then 

Mr. Tavenner. You have not answered my question. T said, did 
you resign because of your refusal to sign the Taft-Hartley affiday 
non-Communist affidavit 7 : 

Mr. Gato. Yes. As I stated before, counsel—— 
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Mr. Tavenner. You did not answer my question before. Will you 
please be responsive ¢ 
~ Mr. Garo. I stated to you that I didn’t sign the Taft-Hartley afli- 
davit before you asked me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that— 

Mr. Gauxo. | refused to sign the Taft-Hartley affidavit, that’s true. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And resigned ¢ 

Mr. Gatvo. And resigned when the membership voted by a majority 
decision that they wanted everybody to sign the Taft-Hartley aflidavit 

Mr. Taverner. Why weren't you willing to sign the Taft-Hartley 
non-Communist affidavit / 

Mr. Garso. I haven't given you—well, the rest of my union offi- 
ces 

Mr. Tavenner. We will come to that. 

Mr. Gatnio. QO. _% that’s wood. | refuse to answer that under the 
privilege of the fifth amendment at this time. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of a news item that 
ippeared in the Detroit Times, February 20, 1947. In this article a 
John Gallo is identified as athletic director of Local 600, UAW, a 
member of the Dearborn Communist Club and in 1943 was appointed 
tothe Provisional Youth Committee that was to function between the 
time the Young Communist League was dissolved and the American 
Youth for Democracy was formed. Will you look at the part of the 
article dealing with you which I beheve is the first item at the top, 
and state whether or not any statement contained therein is untrue ? 

Mr. Gatio. I refuse to answer that under the privilege of the fifth 
rmendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did James Watts testify in a trial conducted by 
ocal GOO in WSO. at which time you along with others were ¢ hyena al 
wath being members of the Communist Party Oo} adhering to the Com 
miunist Party line, and in so testify Ine, Mr. Watts stated that vou were 
known to him to bea member of the Communist Party? If Mr. Watts 
o testified, was he telling the truth ¢ 

Mr. Gatio. I will have to answer that by the oath IT took in our 
membership, that any proceed vs of our membership is only open to 
ts membership. Ieven the press Was excluded from the trial at that 
time, and under that [ refuse to answer under the privilege of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘TAvENNER. What position do vou now hold in local HOO, 1f any 4 

Mr. Gatto, Lam recording secretary of the motor building. ) 

Mr. ‘TPavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Gatvo, 1 will answer that inthis way: That in 1938 this so-called 
Un-American Committee came into Detroit lo help keep us from 
organizing Ford’s and that at that time they used stool pigeons—— 

Mr. Taverner. Just a minute. That is not at all responsive to my 
question, © You are taking the opportunity to make a speech on an 
entirely different subject. 

Mr. Gatto, No, Pm not. I’m trying to make a point here, coun- 
selor. 

Mr. Tavenner. | understand. 

Mr. Woop. Let me impose this observation at this point. You were 
asked a very simple question which I direct you to answer without 


9709T—52—pt. : —13 





3148 COMMUNISM IN THE DETROIT AREA 


making a speech about it. Are you now a member of the Communis' 
Party? 

Mr. Gato. I want to answer that one that I refuse to answer unde: 
the privilege of the fifth amendment. And now, if you please, 1 woul: 
like to explain what I started to explain before I was interrupte: 

Mr. Woop. Explain anything you desire to explain as far as th 
action of the presently constituted committee is concerned— 

Mr. Garvo. If you don’t have anything to hide-— 

Mr. Woop. This committee has nothing to hide. 

Mr. Gao. I believe it don’t want to hear the other side. 

Mr. Woop, What is it that vou want to say about this committee 

Mr. Gatto, This Un-American Activities Committee deliberate] 
came into Detroit in 1938 

Mr. Woop. That is not this committee. 

Mr. Gatxo, It is part of that committee. 

Mr. Woop. Not a single one of them. 

Mr. Gatvo. It uses the same techniques as the Un-American Com 
mittee that came here. 

Mr. Woop. Do you say now that this committee is using the tech 
nique of trying to prevent the organization of unions? 

Mr. Gatto. The American Committee—— 

Mr. Woop. I am talking about this committee. 

Mr. Gatto. The Un-American Committee which 

Mr. Woop. I have no objection to your criticizing this conunittee if 
you want to criticize this committee as presently constituted. 

Mr. Gatwo. I could really criticize this committee an awful lot. | 
want to make my point: This committee is out to break organized 
labor. They couldn't do it then and they’re not doing it now, 

Mr. Woop. As it is presently constituted ? 

Mr. Gatvo. You're darned right. 

Mr. Woop. That is your opinion of the committee / 

Mr. Gato. That is my opinion, that this committee is out to break 
organized labor. 

Mr. Woop. Do you have any further questions, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter 4 

Mr. Wavrrr. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Gano. I answered that before. 

Mr. Water. No, you didn’t. You just refused to answer whethe 
or not you are now a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Gario. As I stated before, I refuse to answer under the priv: 
lege of the fifth amendment. Does that explain it? 

Mr. Waurer. It explains nothing except that you are afraid t 
answer the question. Why don’t you answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Gauio. I wish that you people would answer the questions | 
would like to ask you as a whole and we'll see whose faces are rec 
And I could show where this committee here, especially through Pot 
ter, who is trying to defeat Moody for the coming election, and also 
Jackson—— 

Mr. Waurer. We have been insulted by better Communists than 
you are 

Mr. Jackson. Much more able. 

Mr. Wacrer. —and by much more able men. 
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Mr. Woop. I am not going to countenance levity in this room. We 
will ask the officers to eject from the room any person who starts a 
demonstration here, either by loud laughing or any other demonstra- 
tion. This committee had this matter up and its views are very definite 
about it. If you do not desire to stay in this room and maintain propet 
decorum, it will be very greatly appreciated by the committee, by 
whose courtesy you are here, if you will withdraw. 

Mr. G ALLO. ( ‘ould | as sk C hairm: un Wood one que stion, which ap- 
plies to the whole committee if you don’t have anything to hide ¢ 

Mr. Woop. You are here as a witness, not an interrogator. 

Mr. Gauio. You people are interrogators, not me. I am willing to 
discuss things. 

Mr. Woop. Any further questions ? 

Mr. TAvenNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. The witness is excused. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. TAVENNER. Call Mr. Nelson Davis as the next witness. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ¢ 


Mr. Davis. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF NELSON DAVIS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please / 
Mr. Davis. Nelson Davis. 


Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Davis. Brownsville, Tenn. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long have you lived in Detroit ? 

Mr. Davis. Ever since 1922. 

Mr. Tavenner. How have you been employed since 1940? 

Mr. Davis. Since 19404 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Davis. Ford Motor Co. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Are vou how employed by the Ford Motor Co, 7 

Mr. Davis. I would like to make a statement. I have been employed 
ever since I came to the CIty of Detroit except I would Say Sor4 weeks. 

Mr. Tavenner. I was drawing no inference by not asking you about 
your employment prior to 1940. There is no point in asking you about 
your employment earlier than that. I did not want to go into needless 
details but if there is anything you think important—— 

Mr. Davis. I would like for the committee to know I have bee: 
working at the Ford Motor Co. since about 4 weeks after I came to this 

(vin January; I started about the 14th of February and I have bee: 
working at the Ford Motor Co. ever since. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now employed by the Ford Motor Co. ’ 

Mr. Davis. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity? 

Mr. Dav Ts, My classification is coretitter, vice preside) t of the Dear 
born Iron Foundry. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the testimony of James Watts whe 
he testified against you and others in a trial conducted in local 60) 
in the year 1950—1951, was it—the vear 1951? 

Mr. Davis. You mean did I hear him when 

Mr. Tavenner. When he testified against you and others in the tria! 
to which I refer. 

Mr. Davis. I would like to say here and now I think that’s a busi- 
ness that concerns the union and I think is no business of yours. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. The union was preferring charges against 
you and certain other people for affiliations with the Communist Party 
or adhering to the Communist Party line. We are not investigating 
Jocal 600, we are investigating communism in local 600 or anywhere 
else we find it. 

Did James Watts testify in the course of that trial that you were a 
member of the Communist Party, and if so, was it true or false? J 
will make the question a little more specific. Did James Watts in that 
trial testify that you recruited him into the Communist Party? If 
he did, was it true or false / 

Mr. Davis. IT refuse to answer that on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I hand you a printed pamphlet, entitled, “Ford 
Unionist in Cuba,” by Nelson Davis, and attached to it, rather inside 
of it is a sheet with the heading, “Who is Nelson Davis?” In the 
fourth paragraph you will find the words, “Nelson Davis is a Com 
munist.” Will you examine it, please, and state whether or not you 
see that in the fourth paragraph ¢ 

(Document was handed to witness. ) 

Mr. 'TAvenNER. Do you see that paragraph / 

Mr. Davis. I looked at that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it true or false ? 

Mr. Davis. I would like to say this: I would like for this com 
mittee—— 

Mr. Woop. Just answer the question that was asked you. 

Mr. Davis. [havea picture of a Negro being lynche d— 

Mr. Woop. The question is: Isthat statement true or false ? 

Mr. Davis. I woul | like to ‘ask this committee to put their selves in 
my shoes, and as a Negro, what would you do in this question ¢ 

Mr. Woop. I would answer the question. 

Mr. Davis. You would ? 

Mr. Woop. I will answer questions as to my affiliations with any 
organization, anywhere, any time. 

Mr. Davis. Will you give me your stand on stopping lynching of 
Negroes / See this picture—— 

Mr. Woop, You object to that sort of action, don’t you? 

Mr. Davis. Of what ? 

Mr. Woop. Lynching of anybody. You object to it, don’t you? 

Mr. Davis. Certainly I do, as a Negro. 

Mr. Woop. So do we. 

Mr. Jackson. So does every member of the committee. 

Mr. Davis. What have you did about it? I would like to say 
this—— 

Mr. Woop. Let’s not get into any argument. 

Mr. Davis. In the State of Virginia, where these seven people was 
lynched, I like to know what you do about it. 
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Mr. Tavenner. All right. There was a white man executed with 
those men for the same offense. 

Mr. Davis. I’m asking you what you do about it to stop it. 

Mr. Tavenner. The question asked you was whether or not that 
statement that you have identified is true or false. 

Mr. Davis. I will refuse to answer and stand on my constitutional 
rights under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Davis. I stand on my fifth amendment of the Constitution and 
refuse to answer. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Davis. As before stated, I stand on my col stitutional rights 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. No further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter 7 

Mr. Porrrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter / 

Mr. Wavrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why the witness shou 
cused from further attendance / 

Mr. Tavenwer. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. The witness is excused. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Roy Narancich. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 


You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommit 
tee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God¢ 

Mr. Narancicn. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF ROY NARANCICH, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
EARNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Goopman. Mr. Chairman, my client says that he would prefer 
not having pictures taken during his testimony. 

Mr. Woop. Is that your wish, that you don’t—— 

Mr. Narancicu. Yes, Mr. Wood. 

Mr. Woop. I will ask the photographers to refrain from taking pic- 
tures while Mr. Narancich is testifying. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is vour name, please ? 

Mr. Narancicu. Roy Narancich. 

Mr. Taverner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Narancicu. Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been in this country ? 

Mr. Narancicu. Since 1914. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of your birth ? 

Mr. Narancicu. October 31, 1896. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been naturalized ? 

Mr. Narancicnu. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. When ? 

Mr. Narancicn. May 20, 1929. 
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Mr. Tavenner. In the courts in Detroit ? 

Mr. Narancicu. In Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit ? 

Mr. Narancicn. I live at Dearborn. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dearborn? 

Mr. Narancicu. Approximately about 17 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed ? 

Mr. Narancicu. Iam employed by Ford Motor Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been employed by the Ford 
Motor Co. ? 

Mr. Narancicu. Will be 32 years next May. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any positions in recent years wilh 
local 600? 

Mr. Narancicu. I was committeeman in 1941 and I was a coun 
member, 1944 and 1945, and I am still council member. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified by Mr. Lee Romano as 
having been at one time a member of the Communist Party. Is that 
true or false / 

Mr. Narancicu. Are you still on local 600, Mr. Tavenner? I like 
to explain a little about my local which is a most democratic local 
in the country. Everybody got a right to run for position, regardless 
which caucus he belongs. 

Mr. Tavenner. That's right. When you ran for office, were you a 
member of the Communist Party ? ; 

Mr. Narancicu. You particularly here to smash unity in local 600? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. We are here to smash communism. 

Mr. Narancicu. You are—and you not succeed. Henry Ford try, 
very roughly spend $13 million to smash that union. 

Mr. Woop. You are directed to answer the question that was asked 
you, and to answer it without further speeches. 

Mr. TavenNer. Were you a member of the Communist Party whe 
vou ran for office in local 600 4 

Mr. Narancicu. I understand, Mr. Tavenner, that the Constitution 
is glory of our Government, is that right 

Mr. Woop. I direct you to answer the question that was asked you 

Mr. Narancicu. I will answer it. I heard a man testify: here 5 
hours and yet he don’t say anything. Can't I say a few words? 

Mr. Woop. He answered the questions. 

Mr. Narancicu. I will answer. 

Mr. Woop. Let’s hear you. 

Mr. Narancicu. You here, Mr. Wood, to take everything from 
organized labor what they gained under Roosevelt administration, 
that’s what you came here 

Mr. Woop. Are you going to answer the question ? 

Mr. Narancicu. I'll answer. 

Mr. Woop. Let’s hear you answer. 

Mr. Narancicu. Say again, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you ran for office in local 600? 

Mr. Narancicu. I understand that—— 

Mr. Woop. Just answer that question. 

Mr. Narancicu—the Constitution is glory of our Government 
Under the fifth amendment, I won’t answer this question. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You say that you will not answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Narancicu. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why is it that you will not answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Narancicu. Why? I couldn’t—wouldn’t be a witness against 
myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter / 

Mr. Watrer. Have you talked with any of the displaced persons 
who have recently come to this area from Europe ¢ 

Mr. Narancicu. I couldn't answer that question. 

Mr. Warrer. You don’t want to answer that question / 

Mr. Narancicu. I couldn't answer. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson / 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why this witness should not be 
excused ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Well, let the witness be excused. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Harold Franklin. 

Mr. Goopman. Mr. Franklin was up to see me and I have not seen 
him here all day. I know that he has been up here before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you make inquiry! We will call him again. 

Mr. GoopMaNn. He intended to be here. I will check on it. 

Mr. Woop. Well, we will call him again. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Walter Dorosh. 

Mr. Woop. Are you Mr. Dorosh? 

Mr. Dorosu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ¢ 


Mr. Dorosn. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WALTER DOROSH, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Taverner. What is your name, please? 

Mr. Dorosu. Walter Dorosh. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are represented by the same counsel? 

Mr. Dorosu. I am. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Dorosh ? 

Mr. Dorosn. Ansonia, Conn., September 19, 1919. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now live? 

Mr. Dorosu. 2861 Roulo, Dearborn, Mich. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dearborn? 

Mr. Dorosur. Approximately 25 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your educational background ? 

Mr. Dorosu. Graduated Henry Ford Trade School and 4 years of 
Ford apprenticeship. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How are you now employed ? 
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Mr. Dorosu. Diemaker, Ford Rouge plant, tool and die unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you hold any position at this time in loca 
600 ¢ 

Mr. Dorosu. Tam at the present time on a special assignment, work 
ing in local 600 to reverse the decision of the WSB relative to thi 
2814 cents an hour wage increase to the tool and die workers, whic! 
we are fighting for at this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any other assignments ? 

Mr. Dorosu. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are Vou connected in any Way with the oflicia} 
paper of local 600 known as Ford Facts ¢ 

Mr. Dorosu. I have already told You the assginment that Tam or 
sir. 

Mr. Taverner. Will you answer the question, please ? 

Mr. Dorosu. | refuse to answer that question under the privilege 
granted me under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean to state to this committee that the 
occupying of any position or having any connection with the publi 
cation of Ford Facts, if you were to answer that truthfully, might 
tend to incriminate you and subject you to criminal prosecution / 

Mr. DorosuH. Mr. Chairman, or rather counsel, | feel that becaus 
of the evidence that has been brought up here relative to the For 
Facts that I must invoke my privileges under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean to leave the inference that Ford Facts 
is a Communist publication? Isn't that a very unfair thing to you 
local union ¢ No one else has sid that. There is ho testimony here 
that Ford Facts is a Communist paper or publication. 

Mr. Dorosu. Mr. Chairman, IT dont want to leave no such inferes 
at ail. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then answer the question, please. 

Mr. Dorosu. Because I am compelled to seek the protection of thu 
fifth amendment—because of the so-called informers that will appea 
later, that I know of my own information will appear later that wil 
testify and make erroneous statements 

Mr. Tavenner. To what statements are you referring ?/ 

Mr. Dorosu. Any statements that a stool pigeon may make. 

Mr. Woop. You mean you are anticipating that somebody may say 
something that would leave an inference that Ford Facts is a periodica 
and being asseciated with it might cause you some criminal prosec 
tion or endanger you from being criminally prosecuted, is that what 
you mean to say ¢ 

Mr. Dorosu. Because of the testimony that has already been give: 
relative to Ford Facts, I feel that T must seek the protection of tly 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Please specify the testimony to which you refe: 
Will you refresh my recollection in regard to it, please ¢ 

Mr. Dorosn. I refuse to answer that question on my privileges und: 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you are asserting the privileges of the fift! 
amendment in good faith, then certainiy you have to state to th 
committee facts that would indicate to them that you are claiming it 
on good faith or you might have to run the risk of action in regard 
to it. 





COMMUNISM IN THE DETROIT AREA 3155 


Mr. Dorosu. I have already answered that question. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Dorosh, for benefit of the committee, particularly 
mvself, because I confess I know nothing about it, what is Ford Facts ¢ 
[s it a paper or a magazine, or what is it 

Mr. Dorosu. I believe counsel has one there before him. He can 
hand it over to vou. 

Mr. Woop. Have vou one over there ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. | have never seen one of them. For the benefit of the 
record, this periodical handed to me shows on the masthead, “Ford 
Facts. Loeal 600, UAW-CIO, the official organ of the World’s 
Largest Union. 50,000 copies weekly paid circulation.” TT feel that 
ought to be in the record. 

Mr. Tavenner. To whose testimony were vou referring which was 
such that would place you in fear of criminal prosecution if you would 
tell the truth in answer to my question ¢ 

Mr. Dorosn, | refuse to answer that question, ‘| he record w ill show 
the testimony as made. 

Mr. Woop. In that connection, with respect to the latter part of 
your answer, the record will show the testimony of sever: al witnesses, 
The committee would like to be informed as to which particular wit- 
nesses’ testimony vou have apprehension would cause you some 
jeopardy of prosecution if you should answer aieitnan or not you had 
any connection with this newspaper or periodical. If there has been 
such testimony given by witnesses here before this committee, which 
one of them was it? T would like to know myself for my own informa- 
tion. 

Mr. Dorosi. [refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does the newspaper have a managing editor / 

Mr. Dorosn. Yes: it does. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are his duties ? 

Mr. Dorosu. I am not certain. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Does it have a publicity committee 4 Does the news- 
paper have a publicity committee / 

Mr. Dorost. Yes: it does. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are the duties of the publicity committee ? 

Mr. Dorosit. I believe that is the personal business of Ford local 
600 and on my oath of office I refuse to reveal any personal findings of 
the local union or its records to an un-American committee such as this. 

Mr. Tavenner. You refuse to state what the duties of the publicity 
committee sre ¢ Let me ask you this: Were you a member of the 
publicity committee or are you how a member of the publicity com- 
mittee / 

Mr. Dorosu. Yes; Iam a member of the publicity committee. 

Mr. Taverner. Is Mr. James Simmons also a member of the com- 
mittee / 

Mr. Dorostr. I believe the paper says so, 

Mr. Tavenner. This appears on the masthead of the paper. Aren’t 
you and Mr. Simmons members of the publicity committee ? 

Mr. Dorost. I believe so. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you the February 16, 1952, issue and ask 
you to look at page 3 and at an article entitled, “Who Is Un-American 
Asks Brother Boatin?” This appears over the name of Paul Boatin, 
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president. As a member of the publicity committee, did you prepar 
that statement or that article? 

Mr. Dorosn. I refuse to answer that question under the privilege 
granted me under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I ask you to look at page 4 and see if you see an 
other article, this time entitled, “A Review of Labor Frame-Up: 
which appears over the name of Art Speed, president of the paint an 
construction unit, and I will ask you if you prepared that article. 

Mr. Dorosn. I refuse to answer that question for the same reaso1 

Mr. Tavenner. I will ask you to look at page 5 and state whethe: 
or not you see there another article entitled, “Says Committee Is In 
famous Organization” appearing over the name of John Horn, pres 
dent of the tool and die building. Did you write that article? 

Mr. Dorosu. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Again on page 5 I will ask you to look and see if a: 
article is not there, entitled, “Committee Is Utterly Rotten Claim 
Ed Lock.” Did you prepare that article? 

Mr. Dorosn. I relat to answer that question for the same reaso1 


Mr. Tavenner. Who directed the publication of those articles? 

Mr. Dorosu. I refuse to answer the question for the same reasor 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Dorosh, during the course of the hearing Mrs 
Bereniece “Toby” Baldwin testified as follows: 


Walter Dorosh has been very active in Communist presswork and is employe: 
at Ford Motor Co. and belongs to the Communist group within the section 
Did you in performing any of the functions of a publicity committes 
man act in behalf of the Communist Party in connection with any of 
the articles which I have just mentioned 7 

Mr. Dorosu. I refuse to answer that question under the privileges 
granted me under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Taverner. Was Mrs. Baldwin’s testimony that you belonged 
to the Communist group within section 4 and within the Ford section, 
true or false ? 

Mr. Dorosn. I refuse to answer that question under the privilege: 
granted me under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time serve as press director of the 
Ford section of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Dorosu. I refuse to answer that question for the same reaso1 
given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Dorosi. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Dorosn. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason 

Mr. Tavenner. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woon. Is there any reason why this witness should not be ex 
cused ? 

Mr. T'avenner. No, sir. 
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Mr. Woon. ‘The witness is excused. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Woop. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Dave Averill. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear to tell this subc ‘committee the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. AVERILL. Ido. 


TESTIMONY OF DAVE AVERILL 


Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Dave Averill? 

Mr. Avertti. Lam. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you represented by counsel 4 

Mr. Averiti. I am not. I do not need a lawyer to tell me how to 
tell the truth. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are fully aware of your rights and privileges 
under the Constitution ? 

Mr. Averini. Iam. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please give your full name ? 

Mr. Avert. My full name is David Averill. 

Mr. Taverner. When and where were you born 

Mr. Averiuy. I was born in Flint, Mich., September 5, 1911. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit ? 

Mr. Averiti. I live in Dearborn. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dearborn ? 

Mr. Averity. I lived in Dearborn since October, I believe, 1951, and 
previous to that I lived in Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long had you lived in Detroit ? 

Mr. Averiti. With the exception of an enlistment that I served in 
the United States Navy when I was a boy, I lived in Detroit since 1922. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your prese nt employment ? 

Mr. Avertti. I am employed by Ford local 600 as editor of the offi- 
cial newspaper, F ord Facts. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been so employed ¢ 

Mr. Averitu. Since July 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. By whom are you employed in that capacity? 

Mr. Averitt. I am employed by the local union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that an appointive position or is it one of a con- 
tractual relationship by which the head of the organization does the 
employing? 

Mr. Avert. It is appointive. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who appointed you? 

Mr. AveriLv. I was appointed by Carl] Stellato, the president of the 
local union. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have had some difficulty here finding out what 
the Ford Facts is. Is it an official organ of local 600? 

Mr. Averitt. It is. 

Mr. Woop. By that you mean it is financed by this organization ? 

Mr. Avert. It is financed by a portion of dues from each member 
of the local union, I believe. 

Mr. Woop. It comes through the union ? 

Mr. Averttu. That’s right. I think it’s 2 cents per member per 
month that is deducted from the dues of the member to finance the 
publication. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your appointment to that position how were 
you employed ¢ 

Mr. Avertty. I worked in the pressed-steel building of the Roug: 
plant. It is now known as the Dearborn stamping plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you an employee at that time of the Ford 
Motor Co., or were you an employee of the union ? 

Mr. AVER uLL. | was an employee of the Ford Motor Co., but from 
the time the union came in IT was an officer in one function or another 
in the union. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are some of the principal offices that you held 
in the union? 

Mr. AveritL. Well, I have been a committeeman on all three shift 
at one time or another. I also was a 3-year trustee of the unit, and 
that is about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Averill, the Michigan Worker, of July 9, 1950, 
at page 10, carries an article to the effect that you are a former me alee 
of the Communist Party. Is this publication of the Communist Party 
correct in its identity of you as a former member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Avertuty. That is correct, sit 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou tell the committee, please, the circum 
stances under which you joined the party ? 

Mr. Avertty. IT was recruited into the party either late in 1941 or 
early in 1942, I have forgotten the exact time. If I have your permis 
sion to do so. I would like to go into this in some detail. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Averity. In the first place, I was discharged from the United 
States Navy at the age of 21 and came right into the middle of the 
depression. I lived through that period and I became quite bitter 
about the whole thing. I became convinced that this countr v needed 
great social changes. I believed the solution to the problem was 
socialism. I might as well say here that had I been asked to join 
the Communist Party in those days I probably would have become a 
member of the Commrnist Party longer than Iwas. I didn’t know any 
Communists then. In 1941 with the organization of the Rouge plant, 
suddenly there were Communists crawling all over the place and the 
first one that asked me to join the party gained a new recruit. 1, of 
course, became disillusioned shortly afterward. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you stay in the party? 

Mr. Averity. I stayed in the party until, I believe, about the latter 
part of 1943. 

Mr. TAvenner. 19437 

Mr. Avertty. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your reason for leaving the party? 

Mr. Avert. My reasons for leaving the Communist Party and—I 
should like to observe that it is much harder to get out of the party than 
to get into it—mzy reasons for leaving it were based upon the fact that 
I discovered the democracy so-called Communists always preach, does 
not exist within their own movement. Your thinking is done for you. 
In order to be a successful Communist you have to be completely and 
utterly unprincipled. I found that out after I had been in the party 
only a brief time. What I really discovered is that it was and is a 
totalitarian organization. It mouths the philosophy of a foreign gov- 
ernment. In my opinion it is out to overthrow the Government of the 
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United States by force and violence. As I say, I became disillusioned 
when I found out that in the Communist Party there really is no dif- 
ference between Stalinism, Hitlerism, and fascism, they are merely 
three different names for the same evil. I left the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was vour break with the party final and complete / 

Mr. Averitn. Very definitely, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us go back to the time of your recruitment into 
the party for a few minutes. The committee in the course of its in 
vestigation has learned of a person by the name of Roy Wilson, a 
former shop worker and later an employee of the department of public 
welfare of the city of Detroit. Did he have any part in recruiting you 
into any organization { 

Mr. Avertty. TL was recruited into the Young Communist League by 
Mr. Wilson. LT should like to point out at this particular time—that at 
that particular time you had two forces operating within the pressed 
steel unit. You had the Young Communist Leawue ania you had the 
party itself. As I reeall, most of us at that time in the pressed steel 
unit were members of the Young Communist League but could hardly 
be considered youths, since most of us were 30 years of age at the 
time, but nevertheless we were in the Young Communist League 
Later we were absorbed into the structure of the Communist Party 
itself and became full-fledged members of the party. 

Mr. TAVEN NER. How long were Vou a meniber of the (‘ommitnist 
youth, the Young Communist League, before you were brought int 
the Communist Party as such 4 

Mr. Averitt, T should say possibly 4 or 5 months. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. When vou were brought into the Communist Party, 
to what cell or unit of the Communist Party were you assigned / 

Mr. Averiun. Pressed-steel cell. 

Mr. Tavennen. I believe vou held the position of financial secretary. 

Mr. Averitt. LT was the dues secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the pressed steel ¢ 

Mr. Aver Lie | Wits dues secretary of thre pressed stee] bias ch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Avertun. Of the Communist Party, in the pressed steel brane! 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is very easy to confuse terms because the Com 
munist Party cells bore the same name as the building in Ford, 
hinany distances, 

Mr. Avertnn. Yes. 

Mr. Taverner. If vou have occasion to refer to a unit. specify 
whether its is the unit of employment or whether it is a unit of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Averttn. Yes. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNI R. You hela the Position of finan inl secretary of the 
pressed-steel unit of the Communist Party ¢ . 

Mr. Avertun. That | did. 

Mr. Taverner. How long did you hold that position / 

Mr. Averinn. | should sav possibly 7 or S months, 

Mr. Taverner. Did you hold any other position within the Con 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Averten. | don't reeall ever holding any other position wit 
the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Tavenner. As financial secretary, what were your opportii 
nities for observing the operation of the Communist Party in the 
field of labor? Possibly you should begin first by stating het your 
duties were as financial secretary. 

Mr. Averitt. My duties were to collect the dues of members within 
the pressed-steel branch of the Communist Party. Those were my 
specific duties. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What disposition did you make of the dues that you 
received ¢ 

Mr. Avert. They were turned into the party chieftain of the 
branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the party chieftain of the branch at that 
time ? 

Mr. Averitt. As I recall, it was Mrs. Ann Beiswenger. But I 
should say here I don’t recall ever turning dues in to Mrs. Beiswenger. 
I really don’t remember who I turned them in to, but Mrs. Beis 
wenger was in charge of that particular branch at that time. 

Mr. TavenNneER. From the time that you became a member of the 
Communist Party in 1941 up until 1943, when you left the party, 
what were your opportunities for observing how the Communist Party 
operated in the field of labor? 

Mr. Averiu. In the first place, the role of the Communist Party 
from a union standpoint has been greatly exaggerated. The Com- 
munist Party has posed as the most militant defender of the working 
class. Some of them were quite active in the organizational period 
of the Ford Motor Co., the union organizational period, but they 
Were not any more active than the honest workers who wished to be 
organized into a legitimate trade-union and who are at least 95 per- 
cent of the membership of local 600. So, insofar as their participation 
in the struggle of the Ford workers to win a union, insofar as their 
own remarks about themselves and their importance is concerned, 
their contribution was relatively small. On the other hand, the way 
they operated within the cells of the various units was to try to re- 
cruit everybody they could into the party, providing they thought 
the person was a reliable person, This way they could gain contro! 
chiefly through the secondary leadership of the union. When I say 
“secondary leadership,” I mean committeemen, for example. They 
never really tried to, as far as I know, elect a president of local 600, 
that is, one of their own persons. They never tried to elect one of 
their own individuals president of local 600, but they certainly have 
supported individuals for the presidency of local 600 who were wil! 
ing to accept the support of the Communist Party in order to get 
elected. I would say their chief role was to capture the secondary 
leadership of the local union, which would thereby enable them to 
maintain a great degree of control over the local union itself. 

Mr. Tavenner. If they were successful in capturing the secondary 
Jeadership as you mentioned, a person to be successful would almost 
have to account to that group. 

Mr. Avert. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would he not? 

Mr. Averitt, That is correct. 

Mr, Tavenner. To get advancement in the union. 

Mr. Averttu. That is correct. I should also like to point out in 
relation to Ford Facts another thing, that the Communists are always 
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eager to obtain control of the publication and for a number of years 
they were quite successful in that regard. The first thing they tried 
to get hold of in the local union is the paper, because that gives them 
propaganda medium. 

Mr. Tavenner. We would like to know what efforts were made to 
take over the official organ of the union, Ford Facts, as a propaganda 
medium. 

Mr. Avermty. Well, the first editor of Ford Facts was a man by 
the name of Frank Wynn; that is, I believe he was first official editor. 
[f I remember rightly, there was a publication of some kind before 
Wynn’s time. Anyhow, he was the first official editor. Frank Wynn 

‘publicity director of the international union, UAW-CIO. Mr. 
W ynn, to my knowledge, was never a member of the Communist 
Party nor does he subscribe to any of its ideas, However, after that, 
things began to roll aJong pretty well as far as the Communists were 
concerned for a period of years. 1 don’t think I would be exaggerat- 
ing by saying that Ford Facts was nothing more or less than a minor 
edition of the Daily Worker. For example, in the publication weekly, 
they would follow the current line of the Communist Party. When 
the line would flop, the publication would flop with it. Every cause 
that the Communists were engaged in at that time would find them- 
selves reflected in our local union publication. 

Mr. Tavenner. With reference to what period of time are you 
speaking ? 

Mr. Avertti. I am speaking from about 1942 until 1948, with one 
exception. During the period, there were two editors who, to my 
knowledge, were not members of the Communist Party and who did 
not in any way use the paper for the purpose of following the Com- 
munist Party line. However, those two editors were not editors for 
a very lengthy period. One of them, I believe, was editor for 1 year 
and the other was editor of the paper for a matter of 6 or 8 months. 

Mr. Woop. At this time, Mr. Counsel, we will take a short recess. 

(A short recess was taken.) 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order, please. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Averill, you spoke of two editors who remained 
only ashort time. What were their names? 

Mr. Averity. One of them is named John Fitzpatrick and the other 
\! Leggat. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Robert Lieberman at any time an editor of 
Ford Facts? , 

Mr. Avertty. Yes. Robert Lieberman was editor of Ford Facts. as 
| recall, for two different periods of approximately 1 year each. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, he is the same witness who appeared 

executive session and did not answer material questions. 

Mr. Woop. By that you mean he refused to answer questions per- 
\ining to his connection with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were describing the history of Ford Facts. It 
has come to the attention of the committee that there was an occasion 
for the holding of a picnic which we understand was held or spon- 
sored by the Ford foundry at which the guests were Vito Marcan- 
tonio and Paul Robeson. Do you recall anything about that ? 

Mr. Avertiu. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. In the speech made by Paul Robeson he was ver) 
eritical of the United States. It was fully covered by the Daily Work 
er. Do you know whether there was a similar article in a similar vei) 
in the Ford Facts 

Mr. Averitt. Mr. Robeson’s speech was not printed in full in Ford 
Facts but as I recall a portion of it or excerpts from it were printed 
in one of the unit columns. I think it was the gear and axle unit of 
the Rouge plant. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Were the contents of the article approved by Live 
editor of the paper at that time / 

Mr. Avertii. | was the editor of the paper at that time and I ver 
definitely did not approve of it. 

Mr. TAVEN NER. As editor, were vou not inh the position where VO 
could have excluded it or at least have it comply with the facts as yo 
understood them to be if vou so desired ¢ 

Mr. Avera. At the time the article was printed IT had just conu 
off vacation. Mr. Stellato, the president of local 600, went on vacatio 
about 2 days after 1 came off mine. 

This controversy which Was raging about whether Mr. Robeson’ 
speech should or should not be printed in Ford Facts was going o1 
at the time I returned. Mr. Stellato went on his vacation. I wa 
asked by the vice president of the local union, Mr. Rice, to publis! 
Mr. Robeson’s speech, lL told him J would not publish it. Mr. Ric 
became highly perturbed about the whole thing. He called Ine nto 
his office. We had a meeting and he informed me that he was pres 
dent of the local during Mr. Stellato’s absence and that I was going 
to abide by his orders or else. The lpshot of the whole thine Wis 
that he told me the material had been submitted by Mr. Moore. 

Mr. Tavenner. What Mr. Moore / 

Mr. Averitt. Mr. Dave Moore of the gear and axle unit, which co 
tained excerpts, I believe and as I recall, from the speech of M 
Robeson. He told me to print that and I printed it. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Was this the same Mr. Dave Moore who has aj 
peared as a witness on the witness stand—I am sorry, lam mistaken 
Tam informed he has not appeared. Were vou acquainted with M: 
Dave Moore / 

Mr. Averitn. | know Mr. Moore: yes. 

Mr. Taverner. Did you at that time know whether he had at any 
time been a member of the Communist Party 

Mr. Averiwti. I couldn't truthfully answer that question, one wa 
or the other. 

Mr. Woop. Is that still true ? 

Mr. Avertun. Pardon me, is what still true ? 

Mr. Woop. That you cannot truthfully now state whether he ha 
ever been a Communist or not. 

Mr. Avertnn, During my experience in the Communist Party | 
never saw Mr. Moore. [ couldn't say whether Mr. Moore was a men 
ber of the Communist Party or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been separated from the Comuiun 
Party since 1943 / 

Mr. Avertun. Yes: since 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. This occurrence took place when / 

Mr. Averitt. This took place, | believe, in August 1951, last yea: 

Mr. Tavenner. An examination of Ford Facts indicates a notic 
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seeking voluntary contributions of funds from Ford workers to be 
used by Harold Christoffel in defraying the costs of appealing a 
perjury conviction to the Supreme Court and which was carried in 
the paper. To am not intending to draw any inference whatsoever 
from an application for funds to prosecute an appeal. However, I 
would like lo know whether or not Ford Facts furnished its patrons 
with the information relating to Mr. Christoffel at the time they made 
the paper available for the solicitation of contributions. 

Mr. Avertun. You mean prior to the solicitation of funds 4 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Yes: or at the time of solicitation of funds 

Mr. Aventis. | don't recall that anvthing uppeared in Ford Facts 
oncernine Mr. Christotfel. | cab he Wrohe about that but | aot t 
recall anvthing appearing in there except the notice that vou have 
mentioned, which came a fter the uppeal for funds. 

Mr. Tavenner, There was nothing in the paper, as far as vou recall 
which would show the reason whit Mr. Christoffel liad been convi 
nor What he had been convicted of / 

Mr. Averttn. T don't recall, sir, It is entirely possible t] 


linnns 


might have been something ihn one of the hit «co 


recall it. 

Mr. Taverner. IT hand vou the February 16. 1950, issue of Ford 
Facts. A number ot questions have been propounded to various wit 
nesses regarding certain articles appearing therein. T want to call 
your attention to page a where there appears ab arcs le under the 
byline ot Alix Semon, president of the veal nha ixle plant. Phe 
title is, “Phe Committee Plans on Sweating Trade-Uiionists.” Did 
Mr. Semon deliver that article to you for publication ; 

Mr. Averinn. No, sir. 

Mr. Taverner. Did vou prepare it 4 

Mr. Averinn. | did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. On page > there appears another article under the 
byline of Paul Boatin, president of the motor and engine plant, e 
titled, "Who is Un-American’ Asks Brother Boatin.” Did Brother 
Boatin hand you that article for publication 4 

Mr. AVERILL. He did hot, 

Mr. Waurer. Who was the ghost writer of these arti 

Mr. Averton. Mr. Walter Dorosh. 

Mr. Waurrr. That was the man who just preceded vo 
witness stand 4 

Mr. Avertnn. Yes. 

Mir. TAavenner. Was the same thing true as to the remain hy serie 
of articles, the one on page 4 entitled. “A. Review of Labor Frame 
ups” under the byline of Art Speed, president of the paint and con 
struction unit 4 

Mr. Averitn. That ts also a production of Mr. Dorosh. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is one appearing under the name 
Morgan, president of the frame and cold heating unit. entitled 
Morgan Says the House Committee Isa Phony.” 

Mer. Averton. That was prepared also by Mr. Dorosh. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then look at page o oft the issue and see if ther 


ippears there under the byline of kd Lock, president of the | last 
"] 


building. an article entitled. “Committee Is Utterly Rotten, Cla 
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Mr. Avert. That was also prepared by Mr. Dorosh. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then again on page 5 an article under the byline 
of John Orr, president of ‘the tool and die, entitled, “Says Committee 
Is Infamous Oeautitaation.” 

Mr. Averitt. That too was prepared by Mr. Dorosh. 

Mr. TavenneER. Also on page 5 an article under the byline of Mike 
Donnelly, president of Dearborn assembly plant, entitled, “Donnelly 
Blasts Congress Group.” 

Mr. Averitt. That was also prepared by Mr. Dorosh. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now the publicity committee as shown on the mast- 
head of the paper is composed of Mr. Dorosh and there are severa! 
other names. Among them isa person by the name of James Simmons. 
Do you know whether James Simmons had any connection with the 
preparation of those articles? 

Mr. AvertLu. I don’t know whether he did or did not but IT don’t 
think he did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those articles were handed to you by Mr. Dorosh? 

Mr. AveRILt. "They were presented to my secretary by Mr. Dorosh. 

Mr. Tavenner. They all indicate that they were in the handwrit 
ing of the same person, is that not correct ? 

Mr. Avert. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you accustomed to receiving articles from Mr 
Dorosh which were being carried under the byline of other persons ? 

Mr. Averuy. To the best of my recollection those are the first 
articles that ever appeared in the paper under the byline of other in 
dividuals, eaianel by Mr. Dorosh. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you explain to the committee just how this 


occurred on this pg eaaeager oceasion 2 


Mr. Averiti. We have at the present time in local 600 what is known 
as a workers defense committee. I was informed there was a decision 
of the workers defense committee that these articles should appear in 
the Ford Facts. The workers defense committee formulated the policy 
and I was instructed to carry them out. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was this defense committee formed ? 

Mr. Averity. Several months ago. I don’t remember the exact date. 

Mr. Watrer. Mr. Tavenner, before you go on to another subject, | 
would like to point out something. May I have the paper, please? I 
would like to point out just how ‘palp: ibly erroneous this matter is in 
this smear campaign. On page 5 is given my voting record under the 
Mike Donnelly byline. 

Mr. Jackson. Is that one of the articles handed to Mr. Dorosh ? 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Warter. On the back of that page, page 6, appears my voting 
record which is exactly opposite from what page 5 says that it is. 

Mr. Porrer. Well, I suppose they are to skip the last page. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Averill, did Mr. Dorosh’s ability extend to car 
toons credited to someone else? Did he do the cartoons? 

Mr. Averrtt. Mr. Jackson, to my knowledge, Mr. Dorosh is not a 
cartoonist. 

Mr. Watrer. Who is depicted in those cartoons? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Dies, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Rankin, and Mr. Wood. 

Mr. Waurer. Only one of whom has been a member of this com- 
mittee for a good many years. 

Mr. Jackson. What is the Warbo Studio? 
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Mr. Avert. I do not know. These cartoons were prepared by 
some individual and Mr. Dorosh is the one who arranged for the 
cartoons to be prepared and he brought the finished product to my 
office. 

Mr. Jackson. Then he brought the cartoons as well as the numerous 
articles / 

Mr. Avenriti. That is right. 

Mr. Woop. Were the cartoons published under the same direction 
as the articles were? 

Mr. Averity. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not there is an announce- 
ment in the October 1951 issue of Ford Facts, setting forth the names 
of the defense committee and the establishment of the defense com- 
mittee / 

Mr. Avert. I believe there was such an announcement but I do not 
recall the exact day. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the purpose for the establishment of 
the defense committee / 

Mr. Averity. Theoretically the purpose for establishing this com- 
mittee is to obtain legal aid for those of our members whom the 
committee believes are having their civil rights infringed upon by 
anyone or any group, including the United States Government, and 
to furnish them legal counsel if they need it, and so forth and so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were required to take your direction from that 
group with regard to what you included in the paper ? 

Mr. Averti. Well, this committee makes its a and I am 
instructed to do whatever the committee decided should go in the 
paper. 

Mr. Tavenner. Through what source did you obtain your instruc- 
tions to do anything that this committee decided upon / 

Mr. Averiti. Through Mr. Stellato. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. As a result of the directions which you received 
you printed this series of articles, several of which attack this com- 
mittee and its purposes / 

Mr. Averitt... That is correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And this investigation? 

Mr. Averitt. That is right. 

Mr. Wavrer. I thought the new policy of the paper was to depart 
from the Daily Worker line. It seems to me that you have outdone 
the Daily Worker in this one issue at least. 

Mr. Avert. I might be inclined to agree with you, sir. 

Mr. Water. That makes it unanimous. 

Mr. ‘TavenNer. Your part in it was that of carrying out orders 
which were given to you, 

Mr. Avert. Asa matter of fact, my participation in this particular 
issue of Ford Facts extended only to carry the copy to the printer 
and to tell him that it had to be printed. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that at the end of each of these articles is 
a short paragraph referring the reader to the articles in other columns 
in the paper, tying the whole thing together as one complete bundle. 
Do you know how that was arranged or who suggested it ¢ 

Mr. Averit.. L believe that was one of Mr. Dorosh’s ideas. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Averill, I realize that you withdrew from the 
party in 1943 but I am going to submit certain names to you which 
have come to the attention of the committee, and Tam going to ask you 
whether or not, during the period of your membership in the Commu 
nist Party, these persons or any of them were known by you to have 
been members of the Communist Party. If you identify any of these 
us members of the Communist Party, I wish you would state how you 
know it to be true and if there are any instances in which any of these 
persons have withdrawn from the Communist Party as you did, that 
information should be given also. 

The first name I desire to ask you about is J. B. Jones. 

Mr. Averitt. Mr. Jones was a member of the Communist Party to 
my knowledge and he left the Communist Party by, I should say, 
144, 

Mr. Tavenner. Daniel Zahari / 

Mr. Avert. Mr. Zahari was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Taverner. How do you know that / 

Mr. Averttn. I know that because I kept the dues book in the pressed 
steel branch of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Archie Acciacca / 

Mr. Averitt. For the same reason, [ collected his dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. John Little? 

Mr. AveritL, Jolin Little was a Communist Party functionary. 1 
saw himat many Communist Party meetings. In faet, I participated 
in many Communist Party meetings at which he was the organizer of 
ihe meeting and the speaker. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Roy Wilson / 

Mr. Averitt. Roy Wilson was the man who recruited me into the 
Young Communist League and he was a party member to my know! 
edge—to ny knowledge I believe he is no longer a member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Simon Moskalik ? 

Mr. Averitt. Simon Moskalik was also a member of the presse: 
steel branch of the Communist Party. [ collected his dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. Roy Narancich ? 

Mr. Averity. The same applies to Mr. Narancich, 

Mr. Taverner. Frank Stepanchenko / 

Mr. Averttn. The same applies to him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dewey McGee / 

Mr. Averity. | have seen Mr. McGee at meetings of the Communist 
Party. I don't recall collecting his dues, but T may have. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mack Cinzori? 

Mr. Avertitn. | have seen Mr. Cinzori at Communist Party meet 
ings but Mr. Cinzori was not a member of the pressed-steel branch of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mike Hrabar ? 

Mr. Averitt. I have also seen Mr. Hrabar at Communist Party 
meetings but I never collected his dues. He worked in the tool and 
die unit, 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. John Gallo? 

Mr. Averttn. ft have also seen Mr. Gallo at Communist Party meet- 
ings. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Ed Lock ? 

Mr. Averttn. LT have seen Mr. Lock also at Communist Party 


meetings. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Paul Boatin ? 

Mr. Averttn. I have also seen Mr. Boatin at meetings of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. John “Whitey” Saari? 

Mr. Averttn. Mr. Saari was a member of the pressed-steel branch 
of the Communist Party and for a brief period I collected his dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not recall whether I asked you about Robert 
Lieberman. 

Mr. Avertun. Robert Lieberman, at the time I was a member of the 
Communist Party, was a Communist Party functionary in the Rouge 
plant. He was on the payroll of the local union at the time. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Walter 0. Brown / 

Mr. Avertuy. Walter O. Brown was a member of the pressed-stee! 
branch of the Communist Party. IT recruited him into the organiza 
tion. 

Mr. Taverner. Emmett Forsythe / 

Mr. Averitt, Emmett Forsythe I have seen at party meetings. 
lon't recall ever collecting his dues although I may have. 

Mr. Tavenner. Art McePhaul ? 

Mr. Avertnn. Mr. MePhaul was very definitely a member of the 
pressed-steel branch of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you advise the committee in any further way 
than vou have already advised them as to how the Communist Party 
sought to handle its propaganda through the press or other methods? 

Mr. Averttu. Well. there is not much I can add to what I have 
already said in regard to that. The main objective of the Communist 
Party is to gain control of publications and in this particular instance 
the aim was always to gain control of Ford Facts. For many years in 
our local union they had control of it. There are no other methods 
that I know of except propagandizing the workers in the shop, the 
solicitation of subscriptions to their publication, and things of that 

ature. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

Mr. Wavrer. I personally want to thank you, Mr. Averill, for the 
position you have taken w ith respect to this matter. It istoo bad there 
ire not. more truly enlightened liberals such as yourself in this coun- 
try. I feel that as a result of your experience you probably would 
be the kind of person to resist the pressures of this foreign ideology 
more than anybody who had not had your experience. I hope that 
vou will give to organized labor the benefit of your great talents in the 
future because if you do, their lot is going to be greatly improved. 

Mr. Avertun. Thank you for your opinion, sir. If 1 may be per- 
mitted to do it. ] would like to make a statement for the record. 

I would like to say that if my appearance here has done anything 
to lessen the grip of the Communist Party upon any local union any- 
where, that Iam happy to have been here. IT made a serious mistake 
n 1942 and I have always regretted it. I am happy to a certain ex- 
tent to be here today. These people talk about stool pigeons. I 
should like to point out for the information of this committee and 
anyone else who is interested that once I left the Communist Party I 
was not particularly eager to have a lot of my friends know that I 
was once a Communist. But the organization that accuses everyone 
of acting as stool pigeons did exactly that, they acted as stool pigeons 
ind informed upon me. That organization was none other than the 
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Communist Party itself through the medium of their publication, the 
Michigan Worker. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that a form of intimidation ? 

Mr. Avertty. That is the intent, I believe. One thing they suc 
ceeded in doing is in telling everybody I was once a member of the 
Communist Party. Strangely enough, if you call a Communist a 
Communist, you are a “Red baiter.” But it is all right for a Communist 
to call you anything. ‘They are capable of rationalizing anything 
1 might add that this personal attack upon me has been constant in 
their publication for almost a period of 10 years. I repeat, if I have 
been of any service to my country and to my union in helping to ex 
pose Communists, that I feel that that is the best contribution I can 
make to the union to which I have the honor of belonging, and which 
I wish to see rid of the Communist element because on the basis of my 
own experience I know that the Communists are not only bad for 
America, bad for the world, but they are bad for the American labo: 
movement. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson, do you have any questions ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I also would like to congratulate M1 
Averill upon his decision of some years ago, and also upon his frank 
ness and willingness to come before the committee today. I am also 
a newspaperman and I know how repugnant it is to newspapermen to 
have complete and absolute dictation exercised over their copy. I 
should like to ask, how many of the workers in local 600 are aware 
of the statements which you have made, that Ford Facts is controlled 
and dominated by these who either are Communists or those who fol 
low the Communist lineé’ Are the workers generally aware of that 
fact ? 

Mr. Avertty. No; they are not, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. How many of the workers in local 600 know that a 
number of articles attributed to various individuals were in fact 
written by one individual ? 

Mr. Averitu. The workers do not know that. 

Mr. Jackson. I hope they will know it after today. 

Mr. Avert. I hope so too. 

Mr. Jackson. I hope they know that they were not reading the 
honest, objective statements of several individuals but rather the per 
verted vitrolic statements of one man. 

Mr. Averitu. I hope so. 

Mr. Jackson. A fraud was perpetrated upon the workers who read 
Ford Facts in that very issue, is that not the case ? 

Mr. AveriLL, That is what it amounts to. 

Mr. Jackson. What is your connection, if any, with Mr. Willian 
Allan? 

Mr. AveriLu. I know Mr. William Allan and that’s all. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Averitt. No. I entered the Communist Party at the time 
when Mr. Allan had entered the United States Army and I left the 
Communist Party before he came back from the Army. I only know 
him as a fellow who kicks around local] 600 all too often. 

Mr. Jackson. What particular form does his kicking around loca! 
600 take ? 
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Mr. Averwt. Mr. Allan oftentimes has had conferences with a 
who I say were inclined to subscribe to his political beliefs. I do 
not know the nature of those conferences but I have seen Mr. Allan 
around occasionally. 

Mr. Jackson. You mentioned the workers defense group, which 
was established several months ago for the purpose of creating a 
defense fund. Who are the moving factors in the workers defense 
group ¢ 

Mr. Averity. Well, actually, I believe the committee roughly runs 
from 12 to 15 members and out of the 12 or 15, the four top officers 
f local 600 are also included. The thing is supposed to be set up 
and as a matter of fact is on the basis of representing the political 
thoughts of the various groups within local 600, that is, the political 
groups. 

Mr. Jackson. Does it so represent various political opinions ¢ 

Mr. Averitt. That is a tough question, sir, but the answer is that 
it does not. 

Mr. Jackson. I would Say having read the issue of Ford Facts 
presented here that only one political thought is enunciated and that 
s Communist. 

Mr. Averity. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. And it is five times as vitriolic as an Vv copy of the 
Daily Worker that I have ever seen. Those responsible re: ally outdid 
themselves. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Porrer. Mr. Chairman, I wish to join my colleagues in thank- 
ing Mr. Averill for being a witness here today. I know it takes a 
great deal more personal strength and character to take the stand 
that you have taken, knowing the position that you have held and 
that you now hold, and the position which I assume you will be going 
back to, further, knowing the abuse that will be heaped upon you when 
you do get vack. It takes a man with a lot more courage than the 
men who sat in that chair and have cloaked themselves with the fifth 
amendment in order not to testify before the committee. 

So to you: I wish you every success in whatever endeavor you might 
care to engage in, and I know that not only the committee but the 
workers at Ford’s and the American people are indebted to you for 
the testimony that you have given. 

Mr. Avertti. Thank you, Mr. Potter. 

Mr. Woop. Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Averill, I desire to join with my colleagues in an 
expression of my sincere appreciation for the contribution you have 
made at these hearings and to the American people. It has been said, 
and I think truthfully so, that the highest degree of moral courage 
is exemplified in admitting the wrong and seeking to redress it. For 
that stand on your part you are entitled to the commendation of all 
loyal American citizens from everywhere. 

Mr. Averttit. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Woop. My personal expression is extended to you with the 
thanks of the committee. You may be excused. 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Woop. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John Saari. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 
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You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcom 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help vou God? 

Mr. Saart. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN SAARI, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel / 

Mr. Saarr. I am. 

Mr. Woop. Will counsel give his name for the record ¢ 

Mr. GoopMman. My name is Ernest Goodman, with offices in tly 
Cadillac Tower. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ¢ 

Mr. Saart. John Saari. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ¢ 

Mr. Saarr | was born in Centralia Heights, Calumet. Mich.. Ol 
January 20, 1915, 

Mr. ‘Pavenner. Do you now live in Detroit? 

Mr. Saart. | live in the city of Dearborn. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there ? 

Mr. Saant. Since | came to the city, and that is about 15 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed 4 

Mr. Saari. Tam now employed at the Ford Motor Car Co. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Have you at any time held an official position in 
the union? 

Mr. Saartr. I have been on several occasions elected to the distri 
committee as a committeeman, and presently Lam a 5-year trustee 
of the motor plant as well as the district committeeman of the Dear 
born engine plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
at any time while vou held such a position ¢ 

Mr. Saart. I refuse to answer that under the pris ileges of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have just heard the preceding witness testify, 
have vou not? 

Mr. Saarr. | did, sir. 

Mr. Taverner. He identified you as a person known to him to have 
been a member of the Communist Party. Do you wish to deny 01 
affirm it 

Mr. Saar. [ refuse to answer that under the privileges of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Any questions, Mr. Walter ¢ 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. The witness is excused. 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Woop, Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Tersil Obriot. 
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Mr. Woop, Will you raise your right hand and be sworn ? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ¢ 

Mr. Orrtor. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF TERSIL T. OBRIOT, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Tavenner. Are you represented by counsel ¢ 

Mr. Ornnior. I am. 

Mr. GoopMANn. I am representing Mr. Obriot. My name is Ernie 
Goodman and I have offices in the Cadillae Tower Building. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name / 

Mr. Ovnwor. Tersil Obriot.  — 

Mr. ‘TAVEN NER. When and w here were vou bor né 

Mr. QOprior. | was born October >. 1YOYr, in Pennsvivania. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit 4 

Mr. Orrior. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there / 

Mr. Opsrior. 1 have been here ever since 1925. 

Mr. TAvenner. You were identified as having been a member of the 
Communist Party by Mrs. Toby Baldwin. I desire to give you an op 
portunity to either deny or aflirm that. 

Mr. Osrior. 1 would like to speak in the interests of the Ford 
workers which I helped to organize. I believe sincerely that this com 
mittee should know that | have been brought here—this Un American 
Committee which is here today has stated that 1 was brought here for 
the purpose of being un-American. I believe sincerely that I have the 
right to tell the things that Is necessary and that [am able to do, the 
things that I have done, which I think is American. 

Mr. Woop. Will Vou answel the question, sir, and then if the iswer 
isa forthright answer and you want to explain, very good. 

The question asked was: Was Mrs. Baldwin’s testimony here true or 
false / 

Mr. Orrior. T heard speeches here for 5 hours at a time where peo- 
ple have spoke. The committee has stated we have the right for 
democracy. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Obriot, you are not only requested but directed to 
answer the questions that are asked you. 

Mr. QO BRIOT. Well, under the provisions of the fifth amendment, | 
refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. No further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter ¢ 

Mr. Wavrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. The witness is excused. 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Saul Grossman. 
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STATEMENT OF ERNEST GOODMAN, COUNSEL FOR SAUL GROSSMAN 


Mr. GoopMan. His wife called me last night at my house and said 
that he had got the flu and that they had the doctor over. I told he: 
to bring down a letter or something to show the committee that that 
was true. I did not have it this morning. 

Mr. Woop. You did not have it this morning ? 

Mr. GoopMAN. No, sir; it was brought in during the recess. I hay 
not opened it. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is supposed to be a medical certificate 

Mr. GoopMan. It isin the envelope of a doctor. 

Mr. Tavenner. I suggest that we examine it, Mr. Chairman, and 
call another witness while it is being examined. 

Mr. Watrer. You said these people communicated with you last 
night ? 

Mr. Goopman. Last night at 8 p.m. 

Mr. Warrer. Why did you not tell us these things this morning 
so that we could make a check? 

Mr. Tavenner. He did, Mr. Walter. He told me about it during 
the course of the morning, early this morning. 

Mr. GoopMan. You suggested that I make sure that they get a 
statement in. I called back and told them to make sure and get a 
statement. That is all I know about the matter. 

Mr. Woop. Very well, the committee will examine it. 

Mr. GoopMan. I do not know the doctor at all. 

Mr. Warrer. This isa reputable physician ? 

Mr. Goopman. I believe so. However, 1 do not know the doctor 
at all. I never heard of him. 

Mr. Woop. Unless something is shown to the contrary, I will be 
forced to hold this showing is good. The doctor says the man is in 
bed with the flu and will be confined to bed for the balance of this 
week, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, under the circumstances, when we 
are trying to finish here today, we have not had an opportunity to make 
any inquiry of the doctor. 

Mr. Woop. For the benefit of counsel I will make the statement that 
it is contemplated that it will be necessary either here or in Washing- 
ton to have some additional witnesses that we have not been able to 
examine here, at a later date. I suggest that you make arrangements 
to try to have him subpenaed at that time, or we can let the subpena 
stand subject to notification. 

Mr. Tavenner. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that you extend the sub- 
pena now until the 26th of March in Washington at 10 a. m. 

Mr. Woop. All right, at which time he will appear unless notified 
to the contrary. 

Mr. GoopMan. Do you want me to notify him? 

Mr. Tavenner. You are his counsel. You can tell him that it is 
being extended now until the 26th of March. 

Mr. Goopman. The 26th of March in Washington, unless he is 
notified to the contrary? * 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. At 10 a. m. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed, counsel. 


1 See p. 3203 for testimony of Saul Grossman. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I will call Mr. Ruben Mardiros. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 

Mr. Maropiros. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this 
subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Marpiros. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF RUBEN MARDIROS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel ? 

Mr. GoopMan. My name is Ernest Goodman, attorney at law, with 
offices in the Cadillac Tower Building. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name 

Mr. Marpiros. Ruben Mardiros. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born / 

Mr. Marpiros. I was born in 1906, September 3, in Turkey. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the United States? 

Mr. Marpiros. Came to the United States 1921 in December. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized citizen / 

Mr. Marptros. I am a naturalized citizen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you naturalized and when? 

Mr. Maroiros. In Detroit, 1950, September 23. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name under which you were natu- 
ralized ¢ 

Mr. Marpiros. Ruben Mardiros. Prior to that time, my name prior 
to naturalization was Ruben Gerjekin. It was changed by law. 

Mr. Tavenner. How have you been employed, Mr. M: irdiros ? 

Mr. Marpiros. I am employed by Ford Motor Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period of time / 

Mr. Marptros. Since 1927 

Mr. ‘TaveEnNER. Do you work there now? 

Mr. Marpiros. I do; as a toolmaker. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any official positions in the union? 

Mr. Marpiros. No. I have not. Of course, during the organization 
drive I was one of the organizers but since then I haven't held any 
office in the union. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a letter dated April 
13, 1939, and ask you to examine it and state whether or not it was 
signed by you. 

Mr. Marpiros. Under the provisions of the fifth amendment I refuse 
to answer that question. 

Mr. TavenNER. What is your middle initial ? 

Mr. Maropiros. I haven’t any. 

Mr. TaveNnNneR. Have you ever used a middle initial? 

Mr. Marprros. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever signed | your name “Ruben 8S’? 

Mr. Marpiros. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your answer? 

Mr. Marpiros. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified by Mr. Romano as a mem- 
ber or as having been a member of the Communist Party. I desire to 
give you this opportunity to deny or affirm that. 
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Mr. Marpiros. Under the provisions of the fifth amendment I refuse 
to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Are there any questions by members of the committee ¢ 

Mr. JACKSON, No. 

Mr. Wavrer. No. 

Mr. Porrer. No. 

Mr. Woop. The witness is excused. 

(The witness was excused. ) 


Mr. Tavenner. I will call Mr. Harold Franklin. 


STATEMENT OF ERNEST GOODMAN AS COUNSEL FOR 
HAROLD FRANKLIN 


Mr. Goopman. Let me check. T had somebody call his home. 

Mr. Tavenner. This is the man who did not answer— 

Mr. Goopman. A friend of his has called the plant and found out 
that he was working there today and has left for home at the end of 
the shift. He was supposed to be on his Way home. He was called 
about 15 minutes ago and was not there yet. He will call again right 
now. Idonot know why he did not come down here. Ile worked all! 
day in the plant. 

Mr. Water. Does he live far? 

Mr. GoopMaNn. 1 would say he lives out near Olympia Stadium and 
could get here very shortly. 

Mr. Wavrer. Is he going to testify when he comes / 

Mr. GoooMan. He has been subpenaed to testify. 

Mr. Warrer. Is he going to answer any questions 

Mr. GoopMAN. Of course I do not think Lam in a position to state 
that. 

Mr. Waurer. There is a strong presumption that with you repre 
senting him, he will not. 

Mr. GoopMAN. I must say, gentlemen, that I have explained the 
provisions of the fifth amendment to all my clients and its implications 
and I have left the choice to determine to them whether they want to 
refuse to answer questions under that amendment. I have neve) 
directed the choice of that answer to any witness here. 

I want to say further 

Mr. Water. We understand. 

Mr. Woop. Is it your thought that the witness might be able to 
arrive before we adjourn ¢ 

Mr. GoopMan. I just had someone else go out to make a phone call. 

Mr. Woop. We will make inquiry again before we adjourn, to see if 
he is here." 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner, Mr. Jules Yanover. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please ¢ 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ¢ 

Mr. Yanover. I do. 


1 See p. 3212 for testimony of Harold Franklin. 
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TESTIMONY OF JULES YANOVER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
BERNARD PROBE 


Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel ¢ 

Mr. Yanover. I am. 

Mr. W oop. Will counsel please state his hame for the record / 

Mr. Prope. 1 am Bernard Probe, attorney at law, with offices in 
the National Bank Building. 

Mr. Tavenner. Youare Jules Yanover / 

Mr. YANnover. That’s right. 

Mr. Taverner. When and where were you born / 

Mr. Yanover. I was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., October 20, 1912. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside / 

Mr. Yanover. In Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Detroit / 

Mr. Yanover. For the past 7 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you state was the place of your birth? 

Mr. Yanover. Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have lived in Detroit for 7 years? 

Mr. Yanover. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that, where did you live? 

Mr. YaNnover. I have lived in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever live in Baltimore? 

Mr. Yanover. Yes: | did. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live in Baltimore, and when? 

Mr. Yanover. I think 1944, I’m not absolutely sure. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long did you live there when you were in 
Baltimore ¢ 

Mr. Y ANOVER. Approximately somewhere around a half a year more 
or less. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. What business were you engaged in in Baltimore? 

Mr. Yanover. During the period I lived in Baltimore I worked in 
the Bethlehem Shipyards and I was there only a short time and then 
I changed my job to—it was in a factory that made parts for air- 
planes. I can’t just recall the name of the plant. It used to be a 
Chevrolet plant before it was converted. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you worked at the shipyards were you ac- 
quainted with Walter McManamon ¢ 

Mr. Yanover. Could you identify this person ? 

Mr. Taverner. He was an organizer for the Marine Shipbuilders 
Union. 

Mr. Yanover. I rely on my privileges under the fifth amendment 
and decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of a cell of the Communist 
Party among employees of the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corp. ¢ 

Mr. Yanover. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you employed at the Fairfield Yard? What 
was your place of employment ? 

Mr. Yanover. I think it was the Fairfield Yard, I don’t remember 
very accurately. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1944 where did vou live? 

Mr. Yanover. Well, I was in the Army for about three-quarters of 
the year. Prior tothat, I lived in Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live in Washington ? 
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Mr. YaNnover. I lived on—I think it was Twentieth Street; I can’t 
recall the exact address now. 

Mr. Tavenner. What section of the city ? 

Mr. Yanover. I can’t remember. It was in the section of the cits 
that was not too far away from the P otomac River 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in W ashington and how lony 
did you live there / 

Mr. YAnover. | can’t recall—— 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live in Washington ? 

Mr. Yanover. I can’t recall exactly; it may have been about 2 years 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you employed while there ¢ 

Mr. YANover. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you live at any other address besides the one 
on Twentieth Street while you lived in W: ashington / 

Mr. Yanover. I don’t remember where I lived exactly. I did liv: 
in some other places, in furnished room places. 

Mr. Tavenner. A furnished room ¢ 

Mr. YANover. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. At what address / 

Mr. Yanover. It was—frankly, I just don’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Having lived for two years in the city of Wash- 
ington no later than 1944, you should have no difficulty in remembering 
the approximate address. 

Mr. YANover. My memory isn’t a very sharp one, unfortunately. 

Mr. TAvenner. Were you ever employed by the United State- 
Government ? 

Mr. Yanover. To my knowledge I never have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why is there any uncertainty as to whether or not 
you were employed by the United States Government?¢ It just o 
curred to me that that is a question you are bound to know, there is no 
in-between. 

Mr. Yanover. I feel that under these circumstances where every 
word is being weighed, there is an attempt to try to trick the witness 
up. I just can’t make a definite statement about that. 

Mr. Woop. By that do you mean that you do not know or that you 
will not make the statement. Which do you mean ? 

Mr. Yanover. I mean that I just can't recall being employed by the 
United States Government. 

Mr. Woop. You can’t recall ? 

Mr. Bi ANOVER. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have more than one employer while you 
were In Washington ? 

Mr. Yanover. I worked with a dance band in Washington for : 
period—I don’t remember just how long. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any other employment while there ? 

Mr. Yanover. I may have had other casual e mployiment. 

Mr. Wavrer. What was the name of the dance band you worke: 
for? 

Mr. Yanover. The name of the leader was Ray Hetherton. 

Mr. Watvrer. If you remember Ray Hetherton’s name why can’t 
you remember whether or not you worked for the United’ State: 
Government. 

Mr. Yanover. [ think I have already answered that, s 
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Mr. Wacrer. Let’s try another answer. I didn’t remember the 
last one. 

Mr. Prose. Are you asking a question / 

Mr. Watrrr. Yes: ] asked a question. 

Mr. Prope. You said, “Let’s try another question.” 

Mr. Water. I said, “answer.” 

Mr. Prose. What is the question / 

Mr. Water. The question is whether or not you worked for the 
United States Government. 

Mr. Pronr. Are you asking a question / 

Mr. Watrer. Yes. Did you work for the United States Gover 
ment ¢ ‘ 

Mr. Yanover. Not to my knowledge I didn't. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your going to Washington—— 

Mr. Woop. Just a minute. Let me get it straight, if I can. Whether 
you worked or not, were you ever on the payroll of the United States 
Government in any capacity in any of its departments ‘ 

Mr. Yanover. To my knowledge, I have never been on the payroll 
of the United States Government. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1942—or, in other words, prior to the 
time you went to Washington, where did you reside ¢ 

Mr. Yanover. New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you employed there ? 

Mr. Yanover. As a musician in various jobs. It would be abso 
lutely impossible to remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you came to Detroit 7 years a 
you been employed since you have come to Detroit / 

Mr. Yanover. As a musician. 

Mr. Tavenner. The entire period of time? 

Mr. Yanover. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you had any other eraployment / 

Mr. Yanover. No, sir; not that I can recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified by Mr. O'Hair, a witness 
before this committee during the Detroit hearings, as a member of the 
Communist Party, as a person known to have been a member of the 
Communist Party, and I want to give you this opportunity to eithe: 
deny or affirm that testimony. 

Mr. Yanover. | have always understood, Mr. Tavenner, that a per 
son’s social, political or any other beliefs were his own private concern, 
and I feel that under the first amendment, we are guaranteed that 
right, regardless whether a person is a Democrat, a Republican, a 
Communist, or Socialist, and I stand upon my constitutional rights 
under the first amendment and refuse to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me suggest to you that that has been decided by 
the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of the Hollywood 
Ten, who relied on the first amendment, and it was decided adversely 
tothem. 

Mr. Yanover. I said that I rely on my privilege under the fift] 
amendment, to refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say the first amendment. Pe: 
haps I misunderstood. 

Mr. Prone. He added the fifth, for good measure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Probably that is the only measure. 


o.and how have 
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Have you ever lived in Milwaukee / 

Mr. Yanover. I did, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did? 

Mr. YANover. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When? 

Mr. YAnover. During—somewheres between 1944 and 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you came from Baltimore to Milwaukee in 
stead of from Baltimore to Detroit ¢ 

Mr. Yanover. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in Milwaukee ¢ 

Mr. YANover. Somewheres between a half year and three-quarters 
of a year. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. O’Hair made this statement with regard to 
you: 

Ruth Yanover and her husband, Julies Yanover, came to our club from Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party in Mil- 
waukee / 

Mr. Yanover. I refuse to answer that under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Yanover. I refuse to answer that under the fifth amendment 

Mr. Tavenner. Haven't you very recently, under oath, denied be 
fore a committee or officials of your union that you have never bee) 
a member of the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Yanover. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Any questions, Mr. Walter ‘ 

Mr. Wavrer. No. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. Is it true, Mr. Yanover, that the officials of your 
union urged you to come before this committee and make a statement / 
Mr. Yanover. | think that is a matter that concerns my unio 
and myself, and I refuse to answer under the provisions of the fifth 

amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. Isn’t it true that they went so far as to offer you legal! 
counsel to come before the committee and make such a statement a 
might clear you in this case ? 

Mr. Yanover. The same reason applies there, sir. I refuse to an- 
swer under the fifth amendment, 

Mr. Jackson. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter ¢ 

Mr. Porrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Woop. The witness will be excused, 

(The witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Elliot Maraniss. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please / 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcom 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Maraniss. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF ELLIOT MARANISS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
GEORGE W. CROCKETT 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Maraniss. My name is Elliott Maraniss. 

Mr. Taverner. Are you represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Maraniss. Yes,sir. Mr. Crockett is my counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Mr. Crockett is accompanying you ? 

Mr. Marantss. (No response. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Ie is sitting beside you? I want the record merely 

show that he is here. 

Mr. Crockrrr. My name is George W. Crockett, offices located in 

Cadillac Tower, Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, please, sir? 

Mr. Maraniss: 1 was born in Boston, Mass., in February of 1918, 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now live in Detroit? 

Mr. Maraniss. Yes: I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Detroit ¢ 

Mr. M ARANISS, | have | een a resident ot Michigan since L956 when 

entered the University of Michigan. I have been a resident of De- 
troit since 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. How have you been employed since 1941? 

Mr. Maraniss. In June of 1941 I was employed at the Detroit 
Times. I am a newspaperman. I was employed at the Detroit 
Times from June until about the 14th or 15th of December 1941, when 
I enlisted in the Army of the United States and served in the Army 
of the United States until January of 1946, when I was discharged, 
honorably discharged, as a captain in the Army of the United States. 

Upon my discharge I returned to my employment as a newspaper- 
man on the Detroit Times, and was continuously employed at the 
Detroit Times until February 29, 1952, on which date 1 received a 
subpena from your committee, and was summarily fired from my job. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment with 
the newspaper ¢ 

Mr. Maraniss. I am classified as a copy reader on the Detroit 
Times. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Maraniss, the committee, in the course of its 

vestigation, obtained information that on January 24 and 25, 1948, 
the Communist Party held a State conference at 2934 Yemans Hall, 
ind that you were present as a delegate to the conference. Is that 
orrect ¢ 

Mr. Marantss. Upon advice of my counsel, I invoke my privileges 

nder the fifth amendment of the Constitution which was written 
to the Constitution to prevent forced confessions. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that your employment had been prac- 
tically continuous with the Detroit Times since you came here in 1941 

th the exception of the period of your service, which was military 

rvice, which was rather extensive. 

Mr. Maraniss. That is correct. 

Mr. Taverner. During the period of time when you were employed 

ere in Detroit, were you employed by any other newspaper or pub- 

ition ¢ 

Mr. Crockerr. On the basis of my recollection of the testimony 


v2——pt. 2———- 15 
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Mr. Woop. Mr. Crockett, will you please conform to the rule ay 
confer with your client in an undertone / 

Mr. M ARANISS. My counsel advises me to invoke mv privilege uni 
the fifth amendment and refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Wor D, Do you do that under the advice of your counsel ? 

Mr. Maraniss. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you written articles for the Michigan Wor! 
under the name of Oscar Williams? 

Mr. Crockerr. May I ask, Mr. Counsel, if the Michigan Worl 
has been listed as a subversive publication by your committee ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. Crockerr. It has not been ? 

Mr. Woop. And neither has the witness. 

Mr. Crockxerr. I didn’t inquire about the witness, Mr. Chairm 
I only inquired about the publication. 

Mr. Woop. The question was asked as to what he did, not what t 
publication did. 

Mr. Crockxerr. I only asked the question as a basis for my advi 
to mv chent. 

Mr. Maraniss. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment 
and refuse to answer that question. 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. In spite of the answer as to the citation of the pub 
lication / 

Mr. Crockerr. IT think. Mr. Counsel. that the record here at t] 
hearing indieates that the Michigan Worker has been labeled as thy 
Michigan edition of the Daily Worker. Am I right? 

Mr. Tavenner. I wouldn't attempt to recite the evidence on that 

Mr. Crockerr. Very well. 


Mr .Tavenner. Your answer is still that vou refuse to answer thy 
question / 

Mr. Maraniss. I have given my answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you used the name of Oscar Williams in wi 
ing, or have you used that name in any other wav ? 

Mr. Marantss. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment 

Mr. Woop. Well, do vou answer then, or not ? 

Mr. Marantss. And I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time been a member of the prof 
sional section of the Communist Party of Detroit ¢ 

Mr. Maraniss. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendm« 
and refuse to answer that question. 

I wish to make a statement, however, about my views on un-Ame! 
can activities, if the counsel and Mr. Wood would permit. 

Mr. Woop. After you answer the questions. If you answer thei 
we will be glad to have your explanation of anything you want 
make, after you answer the questions. 

Mr. Maraniss. Isnt the purpose of this inquiry to discover t] 
thinking of people on what constitutes un-American activities, a1 
what activities— 

Mr. Woop. The purpose of this investigation at the moment is 1 
determine first of all what your position is with reference to memlh« 
ship in the Communist Party, which vou have refused to enlighte1 
about. Tcall your attention to the fact that vou sought, at the out 
of your testimony, to leave an inference that you had been depriy 
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of your position with the paper here because of the fact that vou had 
been subpenaed by this committee. 

Mr. Maraniss. That is no inference. ‘That isa fact. 

Mr. Woop. If that is true, we are offe ‘ring you the best op portunity 
[ know of for vou to convince your emplove rs-—vour previous emp Noy 


ers or anybody else, for that matter, that if the committee had sub 


penaed you for the purpose of identifying you as a member of the 
Communist Party and you are not, in fact, so a member, to so state, 

Mr. Maraniss. Mr. W ood, vou are not offering mie any opportunity, 
as ] see il You have subpe naed me and compelled me to come here 
anc unswel questions about iy political beliefs. 

Mr. Woop. Well, vou were subpenaed. That is true. But now you 
have been asked the question which you have declined to answer. 

Mr. Crockerr. Mr, Chairman, do T understand that you are penaliz- 
nye oy man because he rele upon the fifth amendment, and, because 
if that, you re fuse to let | him make a statement 4 

Mr. ; ‘tan rembe rot tl e Communist Party, I am seek 
Ing to hel ' Hk. he Is. ] think the alli Is el titled Lo know t. 

Mr. Crockerr. The public isn't entitled to know anything that you 
may properly claim the privilege from disclosing under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Woop. I orant you the right to claim Lune under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Maraniss. Mr. Chairman, may I read vou the constitution about 
eligibility in the union to which L be long. the union of ne Wspapermen., 

Under section 1: 

Guild meimbe rships shall be open to every eligible person without discrimina- 
tion or penalty, nor shall any member be barred from membership or penalized 
by reason of age, sex, race, national origin, religious o1 tical submission, or 
invthing he writes for publication. 


I beheve that is an unassailable guaranty of freedom of speech and 


} 


freedom of expression for a newspaperman, and the right to indule 
nanv political activity without fear of penali Zatl 

Mr. .J \CIKSON, What oo from ¢ 

Mr. Marantiss. Tl from mis constitution of the Ame cay News 
paper Guild, CLO, of which Tam a member 

Mr. Jackson. Did you point that ont to the board of the CIO 
Ne \\ paper Guild / 

Mr. M ARANISS., eerta i] a | pointed it out to my boss, too. 

Mr AY KSON, The » Ubi ] the forum before which you should 

the DV iiWws ana your nstitution, not this committee, 

Mr. Maraniss. This a question of the rights of newspapermen to 
engage In politi al activity, freely, to hold opinions and beliefs with 

being subject to penalization, or being forced to enter into forced 
‘confessions before a group like this. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you take the position that the Communist Party 


is not a conspiracy 


Mr. eee I rely upon the fifth amendment’s guaranty and 
refuse to answer that que stron. , 

Mr. Taverner. Do you consider the Communist Party is nothing 
more than a politic ‘al party / 

Mr. Marantss. I again rely on my constitutional privileges and 
refuse to answer that quest ion. 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. If it is nothing more than a political party, we a 
wasting a lot of time. 

Mr. Woop. Any further questions? 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. On the very day that you say that you received 
subpena, did you learn that Mrs. Toby Baldwin testified before t] 
committee and identified you as having been a member of the Cor 
munist Party? 

Mr. Maraniss. I rely upon my constitutional privileges under t 
fifth amendment and refuse to answer that questio 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn't vou learn that on the day you were s 
penaed, Mrs. Baldwin testified before this c: nmittee / 

Mr. Maraniss. Yes, I learned that. 


] 


Mr. Tavi N NER. Do you still state, In the hieht of that informat 
that you were discharged from your position beeause of being s 


penned, or was tit because ot the testimony th t was ove 1) here bef 


this committee / 

Mr. M ARANISS. If ] had never been subpet aed, | Wo! l i never hey 
been forced to answer that question I mean that fact would nev 
have made any difference, and I wouldn't have ever been discharg 

However, Mr. ‘Tavenner, it 1s mas belief that baek i L belt 
that the management of the Detroit Times has been looking for 
chance to fire me since 1947—because at that time, there was a d 
charge of about 12 employees of the Detroit Times for the reason « 
economy, and | was one of the members of the Newspaper Guild w 
was trying to get the union and the men there to get the reinstatemen! 
of those men, and many of them were reinstated, and I think they ha 
had it in for me ever since. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you discharged after the testimony of M 
baldwin, or before her test imony 4 

Mr. Maraniss. I was discharged after her testimony. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was her testimony with regard to you true 
false ? 

Mr. Maraniss. I invoke my privileges under the fifth amendment 
and refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Maraniss. May I read my statement now, Mr. Wood? 

Mr. Woop. Any questions, Mr. Walter 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions 

Mr. Woop. We don’t permit statements. If you have one writt: 
there, we shall be glad to have it filed with the clerk. 

(Whereupon, the statement of Mr. Maraniss was filed.) 

Mr. Jackson. I have a question, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Maraniss, you were discharged a captain from the armed se1 
ices: 1s that correct / 

Mr. Marantiss. That is right. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you hold a commission in the Reserve at 
present time? 

Mr. Maraniss. No, I do not. 

Mr. Jackson. That is all. 
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Mr. Woop. The witness is excused. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Woop. We will take a 5-minute recess. 

(A short recess was taken.) : 

Mr. Woop. Come to order. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Dave Moore. 

Mr. Woon. You do solemnly swear that the evidence you vive this 
subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Moore. I do. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed. 


TESTIMONY OF DAVID WILLIAM MOORE, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ERNEST GOODMAN 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Mr. Moorr. David William Moore. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Moore. I am represented by Ernest Goodman of the firm of 
Goodman, Crockett, Eden & Probe, the defenders of the workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live, +k Moore / 

Mr. Moore. 3900 Brush, Apartment 1, Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you li a in Detroit 4 

Mr. Moore. Since 1928. 

Before you ask me another question, Mr. Tavenner, L would 1i] 
to say this 

Mr. Woop. Just wait until you are asked questions, sir, and then, 
ifter you answer them, if you will, you are at liberty to make any 
explanations about them that you want. 

Mr. Moore. Well, look, I got some reservations about the remarks 
you are making, you know. 

Mr. Woop. No remarks. 

Mr. Moorr. O. K. Mr. Tavenner, I want to ask you a question 
once you ask me this one. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a passport and 
ask you to examine it and identify the signature thereon as your signa- 
ture, if it is your signature. 

Mr. Moore. You are asking me a question about a passport; Is that 
right? Did I understand you correctly to say a passport ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. That is certainly correct. 

Mr. Moore. Well, I say this on the passport deal: I think the State 
Department has proc edures to go by as far as passports are concerned, 
and it is obvious what you are trying to do here, just the same as you 
have did to Pat Rice, is trying to tie me in with a forgery or some- 
thing—— 

Mr. Woop. The question you were asked: Is that your signature on 
that passport? What is your answer to that? 

‘Tr, Moore. [think Mr. Tavenner asked the question, 

Mr. Woop. I am asking you. 

Mr. Moorr. Am I going to be given the right to answer these ques- 
tions fully, or are you going to try to put words in my mouth ? 

Mr. Woop. I am asking the question now. Is that your signature ? 

Mr. Moore. Are you going to allow me to answer fully ? 


Ae 
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Mr. Jackson. Is this the witness that this committee has waited for 
all day long and has on several occasions postponed his appearance ¢ 

Mr. Moore. I didn’t know I was that important, I'll tell you that 
The workers at Ford’s have been waiting for me, too. 

Mr. Jackson. You can disabuse your mind of anything having t 
do with your tremendous importance. But this ecommittee- 

Mr. Woop. You are directed to answer the question that has bee: 
asked vou. 

Mr. Moore. As far as this Passport, the quest ion that Mr. Tavenne: 
asked me, for your benefit also, Mr. Wood, it seems as though it j 
obvious that you are trying to tie me in with some passport fraud lik 
you did Pat Rice, and I refuse to answer this question on this passpor 
deal under my privileges under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. | otfer the photostat ic COpy In eV ile nce and ask it be 
marked Moore exhibit No. 1. 

Mr. Woop. It ray be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Moore Exhibit No. 1° 
received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Moore. There is one question I would like to isk Mr. Tavennet 

Mr. Woop. You are under interrogation at the moment. 

Mr. Moor ‘ Mr. Wood, VW ill you pernit me to ask NI - ‘| auvennel t} 
question ? 

Mr. Woop. You are under interrogation now. 

Mr. Moore. Tam not under interrogation. Tam under inquisition 
here. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified, Mr. Moore, by testimon 
he Communist 


before the committee, as having been a member oft t 
Party. Is it true or false ? 
Mr. Moorr. If 1 were to answer vou whether Tam a Communist 


Mr. Woop. ‘That is what you are asked to do, is to answer. 

Mr. Moorr. Look, why don’t you let me answer the question, 
vou 4 
; Mr. Woop. Iam trving to vel you to answer it 

Mr. Moore. IT will answer the question if vou will just 
You ain't going to put words in my mouth, T can 
You know. you are acting like a buneh ol labor rel; 
the Ford Motor Co., vou know. 

Mr. Woop. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Moore. If J were to answer your que tion whether I 
Communist or not, Mr. Tavenner, at some future date— 
that this committee has no power to prosecute now, but under sor 
laws that will be enacted, the MeCarran Act. the Smith Aet. a 
some things like that, some future days T would be stood up befor 
some court and be accused of perjury and be framed and be sent to jal 
for saying whether I was a Communist or not. If I say I am not a 
Communist—if I say IT am not a Communist, you will have some guy 
with a forged eard, like you did Bill Hood, come in here and Sih) 
that this is Dave Moore’s signature on the eard. 

So on one hand I am damned if I do, and on the other hand I 7 
damned if I don’t. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Then what is your answer? 

Mr. Moore. So I refuse to answer your question under the fifth 
amendment. 


1 
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fon Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
‘ Mr. Woop. Any questions, Mr. Walter? 
at Mr. Wavrer. No questions. 
Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson ? 
te Mr. Jackson. No questions. 
Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter / 
e] Mr. Porrer. No questions. 
Mr. Woop. Let the witness be excused. 
er (The witness was excused.) 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. William M. Glenn. 
x Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please / 
4 You do solemnly swear that the e\ idence you olve this subcommit- 
tee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
Ly help you Grod 7 


Mr. Guenn. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM M. GLENN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ERNEST GOODMAN . 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, Mr. Glenn. 
Mr. Guenn. My name is William Glenn. 

Mr. Taverner. When and where were you born 4 

Mr. Guenn. Grand Rapids, Mich., June 22, 1905 


Nh Mr. TTAVENNI R. What has been vour educational ban keround 2 
Mr. Gienn. Well, 1 worked my way through the latter part of 
\ erammer school and through high school and 1 year of colleg 
st Mr. Tavenner. What is your present occupation / 
Mr. GLENN. At present, Ll have no Occupation. Il am don a odd 
}ODs, 
Mr. Tavenner. Where is it that you now live? Where do you now 
live / 


Mr. Guenn. In Grand Rapids, Mich 


Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Grand Rapids? 
. Mr. GLENN. Since my birth. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Glenn, I hand you a photostatic copy of an 
it ipphication for a passport bearing date of April 9, 1951, and ask 


you whether the photograph appearing thereon Is a photograph of 


t / 


vou, and whether the signature to it is yours. Is it your signature 
Mr. Guenx. You see, Mr. Chairman, I am skeptical of this com- 
mittee, the same as the previous W ithess. 
Mr. Woop. The committee Is not concerned about you opinion of 
You were asked a direct questiol . What is your answer to it ? 
Mr. GLENN. | am concerned about the conimittee, because | am 
eptical of this committee. You haven't been investigating lvneh- 


" ng, the murder of the Negro people, and the rape of the Negro people. 
\ lam skeptical about answerihg this. 
So under the fifth amendment of the Constitution, I shall not 


uswer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what is the basis for your refusal to answer 
nder the fifth amendment’ What part of the fifth amendment is it 
which you claim is the basis for your refusal to answer / 

Mr. Guenn. Well, of course the basis of the fifth amendment is to 
protect the American citizens against inquisitions, which I consider 
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Mr. Tavenner. That is your reason for refusing to answer t 
question / 

Mr. Guenn. My attorney tells me that the fifth amendment p1 
vides that a person need not be a witness against himself. For t! 
reason, Lam refusing to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the passport in evidence and a 
that it be marked “Glenn Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Woop. It may be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Glenn Exhibit No. 1” a 
received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Gienn. Of course, I think this is your exhibit, not mine, s 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you desire to travel under that passp: 
which you applied for? 

Mr. Guenn. Well, since I refused to answer the first questi: 
which you have asked me under my privilege of the fifth amendme 
I should refuse to answer all other questions pertaining to this pa 
port under the same amendment. 

Mr. Woop. Then, do you refuse to answer the one that has j 
been asked you ¢ 

Mr. Guenn. I so stated. 

Mr. Woop. No. You said you refused to answer all of them. B 
I want to know if you refused this specifically. 

Mr. Gienn. Now I will say this specific question and all ot) 
questions. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you travel to Moscow in 1951? 

Mr. Gienn. I have just stated, Mr. Chairman, that since I refus 
to answer the first question, I refuse to answer all other questio 
pertaining to this. 

Mr. Woop. You can’t refuse to answer them because you don’t kno 
what is going to be asked. 

Now, what is your answer to that one? Did you travel to Mosco 
in 1951? 

Mr. Gienn. I refuse to answer that question under my privileges o! 
the- fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I hand you an original passport made out in thi 
name of William M. Glenn, and I will ask you if you have ever us 
that passport in travel in foreign countries. 

Mr. Gienn. I shall refuse to answer that question, Mr. Chairma) 
under my privileges under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the passport, please, and tell 1 
whether or not it shows or has any reference to it having been us 
in Russia ? 

Mr. Guenn. I should refuse to answer that question under my pri\ 
leges of the fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you refuse to look also? 

Mr. Gienn. No; I don’t mind looking. I have looked. 

Mr. Tavenner. You don’t find anything with regard to your hay 
ing traveled in Russia, do you? 

Mr. GLENN. I have been advised that I have already answered th 
question, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what plan was used to enable one traveling 
under a passport to travel in Russia and other iron-curtain countri: 
without a visa being recorded in your passport ? 
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Mr. Gienn. I also refuse to answer that question under my privi- 
leges of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Instead of a visa being stamped in your passport 
book, you were given a separate paper, weren’t you, which was col- 
lected “pa you and taken up by the Russian Government ¢ 

Mr. GLENN. I refuse—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Rather than hav ing a record of your having ap- 
peared in we isn’t that true ¢ 

Mr. GLENN. I refuse also to answer that under my privilege of the 
fifth <tereeeonatie| sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, in examining the passport there, you 

‘an see no evidence of having traveled in iron-curtain countries; isn’t 
that #0 ¢ 

Mr. Guenn. I am refusing to answer that question under by privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was done for the purpose of deceiving the 
State Department as to the use you were making of the passport ? 

Mr. Gienn. I think you are deceiving the American people by not 
investigating the lynching that has taken place and is taking place 
today. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Guenn. I just wanted to get in a point there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; you did. 

Mr. Guenn. Thank you. 

Mr. Wavrer. Where and when have these lynchings taken place? 

Mr. GLENN. Well, in Mr. Wood’s State. 

Mr. Wavrer. When was the last one? 

Mr. Guenn. Well, right recently in Florida, i think. 

Mr. Warrer. We are talking about Mr. Wood’s State. When was 
the last one? 

Mr. Guenn. Mr. Millard, I believe, was lynched in Georgia for 
going to the polls and exercising a democratic right to vote. 

Mr. Wavrer. When was that ? 

Mr. GLENN. I believe it was in 1948, if I recall. 

Mr. Woop. Well, you ought to get better information about it. 

Mr. Guienn. It is very easy to get that information, I am sure, Mr. 
Wood. 

Mr. Woop. Yes: and what you have is erroneous. 

Mr. Guenn. Are you saying that 

Mr. Woop. It is erroneous both as to the facts and as to the date. 

Mr. Guenn. Are you saying there are no lynchings in the United 
States, Mr. Wood ¢ 

Mr. Woop. There hasn’t been a lynching occurred in my State since 
t occurred in Michigan. 

Mr. Guenn. Are you going to say that there are no lynchings oc- 

irring in the United States today ? 

Mr. Woop. I will say they are occurring right here in Michigan 
nd in Illinois. 

Mr. Guenn. What are you doing about it? 

Mr. Warer. Let me ask one question: Some time ago, the Ameri- 

Federation of Labor prepared a complete list of the locations 
of slave labor camps all over Russia. During your visit to Russia, 

d you visit these camps? 
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Mr. Gienn. My roots are in the United States, and this 
country [ am interested in. 

Mr. Wavrer. I am asking whether or not you visited these cam) 

Mr. Gienn. [ am telling you what I am interested in is this count 
becoming a democratic country. 

Mr. Wavrer. You haven’t answered my question. Did you \ 
the slave labor camps ? 

Mr. Gienn. I answered this gentleman’s questions over here. 

Mr. Warrer. Iam asking you a question now. 

Mr. Gienn. I refuse to answer all questions and I am refusing 
answer your question under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wacrer. All right. I was sure you would, because that 
very sensitive question with the Commies in the United States. 

Mr. Guienn. ‘The American Negro has a very sensitive question w 
the American white man in the United States. I believe we are vei 
sensitive to that question. 

Mr. Jackson. They took two white men out of a jail in San Jo 
Calif., and hanged them. Did you protest that Ivnching ¢ 

Mr. Guenn. I would protest any lynching. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you protest the specific one with all the vocifero 
qualities of which vou are capable ¢ 

Mr. Guenn, I certainly would. I didn’t happen to know abou 
it. 

Mr. Jackson. You didn’t know about it ? 

Mr. Guenn. No. 

Mr. Jackson. IT am glad to inform you that lynching is not r 
stricted in any wavy to the Negro people. 

Mr. Povrer. And lynching is not condoned. 

Mr. Guenn. But you certainly know that far more Negro peop) 
are being lynched than any white people. 

Mr. JAC KSON, I believe that the re ord will show that fewer Negros 
have been lynched in the last 10 years than whites who have met violent 
death at the hands of mobs. Statistics will bear that outs 

However, there is no great protest of that fact. 

Mr. Woop. That is beyond the pale of this investigation. 

Any further questions, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a newspaper clipping from the Grar 
Rapids Herald of October 19, 1951, in which you are quoted to hav 
said: 

In 1946, I became a member of the Communist Party because of the fail 
of two major political parties to pass legislation protecting the constitutior 
rights of the Negro people 
and that you later withdrew from the party. Also that you stat: 
this: ; 

Realizing that the Negro rights in America cannot be achieved by this tact 
has caused me to disassociate myself from the Communist Party. 

Were you correctly reported ? 

Mr. Gienn. Well, you know, since we haven't a free press in Amer 
ica, about the only thing I believe in it is the date. 

Mr. Woop. Were you correctly reported in that statement ? 

Mr. Gienn. I refuse to answer that question under my privilege of 
the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. 'Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. Guenn. I refuse to answer that question under the privilege of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. GLenn. I refuse to answer that question WW der the pris tlege of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions, 

Mr. Wi Dp, Linn questions, Mr. Walter ¢ 

Mr. Wat rER, N »questions. 

Mr. Woon, Mr. Jackson / 

Mr. AY KSON, No questions. 

Mir. Woop. Mr. Potter ? 

\I Porrer No quest 

Mr. Woop. The witn 

(The witness was 

Mr. Tav! 

Mr. Woop 

You do 
vill be the tr 
you God ¢ 


Miss Pearustrin. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF MILDRED PEARLSTEIN, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, BERNARD PROBE 


Mr. Tavenner. Will vou state vour name, please. 

Miss Prarusrerxn. Mildred Pearlstein. 

Mr. Taverner. Are you represented by counsel / 

Miss Pearustrern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will counsel please identify himself for the record, 

Mr. Prope. My hanie is Bernard Probe. with oth eS It the Nat oO al 
Bank Biuulding in the eity of Detroit. 

Mr. TAvi NNER, Miss Pearlstein. have vou heel ko ow} 
hike of Mildred Pearce ¢ 

Miss Pearisterx. | refuse to answer that under the provisions of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAVENNER. That it might incriminate vou to state whether o1 
not vou have ever been known by the name of Mildred Pierce ? 

Miss Pearusrern. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what business are you engaged ? 

Miss Peartsrein. Tam not working at present. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was vour last employment ? 

Miss Pearrsrem. T worked at Jennings Memorial Hospital. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Pearlstein—— 

Miss Pearusrern. IT am not married. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Excuse me. Miss Pearlstein, there has been testi 
mony here by Mrs. Toby Baldwin that she succeeded you as the 
membership secretary of the Communist Party for the State of 
Michigan. Isthat true or false ? 

Miss Praristrein. I refuse to answer that under the privilege of 
the fifth Constitution—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member 

Miss Prarustein. Fifth amendment, I am sorry. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Miss Peartsrern. I am sorry, I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Excuse me ? 

Miss Pearustern. I did not hear you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Miss Prearustern. I refuse to answer that under the privilege of the 
fifth amendment. : 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Any questions, Mr. Walter / 

Mr. Watrer. No. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson 7 

Mr. Jackson. No. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter? 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. The witness will be excused. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Archie Acciacca. 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please ? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ¢ 


Mr. Accracca. Yes. 
TESTIMONY OF ARCHIE ACCIACCA 


Mr. Taverner. What is your name, please, sir? 


Mr. Acctacca. Archie Acciacca. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you represented by counsel / 

Mr. Acciacca. Gentlemen, you can see that I am not represented 
by counsel. I did not come down here to match wits with you people, 
and I did not come down here to stand on the fifth amendment. I 
came down here to tell you the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth to the best of my ability, and | hope that after vou get 
through questioning, you will give me the opportunity to make a 
statement / May I have that opportunity gentlemen / 

Mr. Woop. Any explanation of your testimony that you desire, 
if it is a written statement, we will ask you to file it with us, or any 
explanation of any answer you give here you have aright to explain / 

Mr Tavenner. Now, when and where were you born, Mr. Acciacca ? 

Mr. Accracca. I was born on November 1, 1913, in Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not going to ask you the usual questions about 
your position in the union and the Ford plant because I think it has 
been described. But you have been a worker in the Ford plant for 
some time, haven’t you ¢ 

Mr. Acctacca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have held various positions in your union ¢ 

Mr. Acctacca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. A number of witnesses have mentioned your name 
during the course of their testimony, and have referred to you and 
have identified you as having been a member of the Communist Party 
Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Acciacca. I am not, sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Acctacca. Do you want a “yes” or “no” answer, or do you want 
me to elaborate or give you the details on it ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you should answer the question “yes” or 
ld 

Mr. Acctacca, I have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you cease to be a member of the Com 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Accracca. I believe it was in the latter part of “47, possibly 
early “47. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you a member / 

Mr. Accracca. I believe that was from either the latter part of “45 
or early “44, approximately 2 or 5 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for your breaking with the 
party and leaving the party / 

Mr. Acctacca. May I answer first how I Fol into it 7 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Acciacca. The union, to me, was a new experience. I never 
belonged to a union before. I lived out in the country, and the only 
factory I ever worked at was in the Ford Motor Co. in Rouge. 

In 1941 when the union came in, I became active within the union. 
I watched different leaders within the union, and found that some were 
more militant, more aggressive, than others. These people that looked 


to me like they were more militant and had a better program for the 
working people whom I was very much interested in, finally got to 
me and pressured me considerably. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it? 

Mr. Acctacca. Well, one of them was—the main one, shall I say, 
was one of the men you heard here yesterday, Mr. Lee Romano. 

People that were holding office in our building. which at that time 
was known as the pressed-steel building—today it is known as the 
Dearborn stamping unit—they got to me and led me to believe that I 
was a good guy, that I am a fighter for the workers, that: “You are 
new in the union, and look, this Communist movement is something 
that is over and above the union.” 

Well, that went on for—I wouldn't buy that right away. That went 
on for a while, and then they kept coming to me and said, “Look now, 
we are allies. We are not enemies of Russia. We are allies. We are 
buddy-buddy, and by God, there is nothing wrong,” I was told, “in 
joining the Communist Party.” 

Well, I made the mistake and I did join the party, and I believe 
In the latter part of “45 or, as I said, the early part of “44, shortly 
after getting in, | found out that I had made a big mistake. I found 
out that they just wanted to use me as a tool; that they wanted to 
dominate me; they wanted to dominate my union. 

I never was with anybody that ever discussed with me the overthrow 
of our Government. I never heard that. It seemed to me that most 
of the carryings on Was political. They tried to vet more peopte 
into the organization, and tried to get as many people as possible 
to subseribe to their literature. I believe at that time it was known 
is the Daily Worker. 

When I found out that the Communist Party wanted to run our 
unton, I thought that I had better get out. and I did as I said, in 
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the latter part of °46 or “47, and I had nothing to do withsthem any 
more. As a matter of fact, gentlemen, it is a matter of record i) 
my local union—and I think the world of it—in local 600, that | 
am bitterly opposed to the Communist Party. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Well, you are one of the members of the defens: 
committee, aren't you, at the present time / 

Mr. Acctacca. IT was, sir. [Tam not nov 

Mr. 'Tavenner. When did you get out of that 

Mr. Acciacca. About—oh, 6 weeks avo or maybe 2 mon 
nally 1 was—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Do vou have any knowledge 
were printed in February? I mean it took 
mittee in February 

Mr. Acctacea. 1 was not in committee wher 

Mr. Tavenner. To print the articles \ 
of discussion here in Force’ Facets. 

Mr. Acctacca. I was not in COMMUTE 

Mr. Tavenner. You had no part in playin 

Mr. Acctacca. No, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Whi was the defense committee formed / 

Mr. Acciacca. Well, to the best of ny knowledge, it was formed 
lo vive aid, legal ala and otherwise, or vuldance, shall Wwe say, to the 


ry} +} Me 1. ] = hae ‘ 
me That didnt Know where to move or what to 


poor unfortunate peo] 


do if something should happen to them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, it was organized about last October, wasn’t 
it. October 1951 ¢ 

Mr. Acctacca. Well, approximately or maybe a little after that 


I didn’t think it was quite that soon. IT will sav approximately Octo 
| P} ] 


ber or November. [I am not too sure of the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasn't that about the time that it became known 
that the Committee on Un-American Activities was mak ne its inves 
tigation here? 

Mr. Acctacca. About that time. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Wasn’t the committee designed, 
counteract the work of this committee ? 

Mr. Acciacca, You say in the main? 

Mr. 'TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Acctacca. I wouldn’t know that. I wouldn’t think so. I don’t 
know. 

Mr. ‘TAvenner. We note in reading Ford Facts that on February 
23, 1952, there appeared a column entitled “Claims Committee 1] 
Un-American,” Archie Acciacea, reporter 

Did you write the article yourself ¢ 

Mr. Acctacca. Which one is that, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. February 23, 1952. 

Mr. Acctacca. I have got a couple of copies, but I don’t know if | 
have a copy of that with me. Pardon me, 1 do have one. 

Mr. 'TAveENNER. It is prepared and appears there in such a way as 
to indicate that you were the author of it, and it bears the typewritter 
statement at the bottom of the article “Archie Aceineca, president.” 
You were the president of the Dearborn stamping plant at that time. 
weren't you ? 

Mr. Acciacca. I still am. sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You still are? 

Mr. Acctacea. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, did you write that article or did someone else 
write it? 

Mr. Acctacea. On all these articles, sir, I could answer that to cover 
il] the articles I write. | nin the editor of Inv own column and- - 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I don’t mean to inquire into any of your offic 

isiness with your union that has nothing to do with communis 
But this is an attack on the committee, and | Wil ted oO know I 

ein of it. Other matters we have no desire to go j 

rely asking you whether you wrote that: wh 
omposition or that of another person, 

Mr. Acctacca. Well, part of it 1s mine, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What part of it is yours? 

Mir. ANceracca. Do you want me to read it, Vou mea} 

Mr. Tavenner. No. Just indicate t ne. We haven 

vl it. 

Mr. Accracca. Well, t] 

it Lam not voing to be pushe d off the stand, 

Mr. Tavenner. Just answer it this way, If vou Ww 
ul part in the pre paration ot that article beside S yours {? 

Mr. Acctacca. Who else had a part / 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Aci IACCA., Walter Dorosh wave me a ana 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. He is on the publicity—— 

Mr. Acciacca. He is on the publicity conminittee, 

Mr. Tavi ¥ NER. I. he also Ol the dete se COU! il 

Mr. Acciacca. | im Lot sure. They mia be listed 


| swhia 


re, 
Mr. Taverner. Did you consider that those attacks 


ide on the committee under the names of the pres dent 
buildings was Communist-inspired ¢ . 

Mr. Acctaces. No, L couldn't say that. I dom’ 

ils of this committee 1 yrell, I was led to believe. if not all. the 
majority of this committee voted against the 75-cents-an-hour-mini- 

um-wage law, and to me— 

Mr. Tavenner. Well 

Mr. Acctacca. Lam trying to bring my point. 

Mr. Tavenner. I mean that has no connection whatever 
question Tam asking you. 

Mr. Acctacea. Will you repeat it again, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. My question is whether or not the action in pre- 
paring these articles, these various articles that you heard spoken of 
nere today by Mr. Dorosh, were Communist inspired articles. 

Mr. Accrc cA. Lwould have no knowledge of that. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you know whether Walter Dorosh was a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Acctacca. I did not, sir. Ido not know now. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Do you know by whose directions those articles 
were put in the paper ¢ 

Mr. Acciacca. I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who gave you directions about the article that vou 
participated in With Dorosh ¢ 
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Mr. Acciacca. No one other than Walter [Dorosh]. He talked | 
me. 
Mr. Tavenner. You don’t know where he got his orders ? 

Mr. Acctacca. No, sir, if he got any. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand you withdrew from the Commun 
Party because of the efforts that it made to control the affairs of yo 
union. Is that essentially what you said ‘ 

Mr. Acctacca. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You think that the efforts of the Communist Pai 
were harmful to the aims and purposes of the union / 

Mr. Acctacca. I would think so; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that is as true today as it was the day that y: 
withdrew from the party, as far as you know ¢ 

Mr. Acctacca. As far as l am concerned; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions, Mr. Chairiman. 

Mr. Woop. Any questions, Mr. Walter / 

Mr. Warrrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Jackson / 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Potter ¢ 

Mr. Porrer. No questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. He has a statement. I do not know whether } 
wants to file it. 

Mr. Woop. I am going to ask Mr. Acciacca, if he doesn’t mind, b 
cause I announced I was going to adjourn here at 6 o'clock. It lack 
2 minutes of being at that time. ‘The members of this committe: 
have to get toa plane. 

We can either have him down to Washington, or he can prepar 
his statement and file it for the record. I will be happy to have 
that way, for insertion in the record if you have it prepared. 

Mr. Waurer. Let him have a couple of minutes. 

Mr. Acciacca. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry that you put me on t! 
stand at this time. 

Mr. Woop. All right, go ahead, but we will have to quit by 6 o’cloc 

Mr. Acctacca. I can’t do it by 6 o'clock, sir. 

Mr. Woop. How long would you want / 

Mr. Acciacca. I would like to have 10 or 12 minutes, sir. I heard 
one of you gentlemen say: “We will stay here until 12 o’clock 
people will answer questions.” 

Mr. Woop. But yesterday we didn’t have plane reservations. 

Mr. Acctacca. Look, I am in bad light as an individual, and I thir 
I am just as good a loyal American as the 150,000,000 Americans 
this country, and I am sorry if you have to miss your plane, sir. | 
want to prove that point. 

Mr. Woop. There isn’t any question about that, sir. 

Mr. Acctacca. It’s been in the paper that way, sir. I don’t want 
to argue with you people. I don’t want to be placed in the positio 
of being hostile or anything else. I want to have my opportunity 1 
put my points across. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I might suggest if the chairman 
willing to appoint a subcommittee, 1 would be very happy to sta 
and listen to the testimony. I have no plane to catch. I will st 
and in that way his statement may be made. 

Mr. Woop. You can put it in the record now, just as soon as I mal 
a little announcement. 
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Mr. Watrer. I think you are in error when you feel that you are 
ina bad light. The fact of the matter is, having seen what the Com- 
munist Party means to the American workers and having left it, my 
mind, at least, stamps you as being a very fine citizen. 

Mr. Accracca. That is in your mind, sir, but I want to clear up 
150,000,000 minds in this country. 

Mr. Water. Well, I think the vast majority of the people feel the 
same Way. 

Mr. Accracca. If you please, Mr. Chairman, I want to clear that 
point up. Just yesterday evening when I went home, and for my 
money, I’ve got a very good wife and a very good family. When 
I went home last night my wife told me that she couldn’t get into a 
club because of me. I want to get that cleared up. 

Mr. Woop. You have a right to clear it up, and I hope, sir, you 

can, and I will be glad if you can do it. 

I have ate ‘legram here from Mr. William R. Hood, recording secre- 
tary of the Ford Local No. 600, that he be permitted to appear before 
this committee to answer some testimony that had been given with 
reference to his connection, his prior connect ion with the Communist 
Party, and in keeping with the uniform policy of this committee, he 
will be given that opportunity in the very near future. 

In the meantime, all witnesses who had been subpenaed to appear 
here before this committee during this week, are directed that the sub- 
penaes are hereby continued effective until March 26, at which time 
you will be given official notification as to whether the committee will 
be back here, or whether you will be required to come to Washington. 
That includes all witnesses who are now subpenaed here before this 
committee. 

While the committee recognizes that as no doubt appears obvious 
to all who have heard the hearings here, that this inquiry is not as 
complete as it should | we, we do feel that the people of the Detroit 
area and of the Nation at large have now a fair picture of the over- 
all aims and purposes of the Communist movement in this locality. 
Considerations of time and the legislative program of the Congress, 
make it imperative that the subeommittee return to Washington. It 
is contemplated that certain phases of the inquiry in which the com- 
mittee has been engaged may be further pursued, either here or in 
Washington in the very near future. 

With that, for the purpose of further listening to Mr. Acciacca, 
we will excuse the members of the staff and you gentlemen will stay 
and listen to it. 

Mr. Porrrr. I will be very happy to stay. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Woop. And the reporter will take down what you have to say, 
Mr. Acciacca. 

(Whereupon, Messrs. Wood and Walter left the hearing room, 
leaving Messrs. Jackson and Potter to hear the remaining testimony. ) 

Mr. Acciacca. First, may I thank Mr. Jackson of California for 
making it possible for me to continue on here and get this cleared 
up. 

Mr. Jackson. You are welcome. 

Mr. ACCIACCA. Yesterday, gentlemen, as your names were attack “d, 
I saw you were rather disturbed, as far as I am concerned, rightfully 
So. 


9709T—52—pt. 2——16 
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My name‘has been smeared, gentlemen, and again I appreciate the 
opportunity ot vetting it cleared up. because as far is lam concerned, 
[have a very good family. some very good relatives, and the very best 
of friends. | own my own home in Roval Oak and have lived there 
for approximately 35 years with the best of relatives, with the best 


of neighbors. 

| consider na self as eood a loval American, outside ot’the mistake 
[ have made in “43 and “44, as anybody in this country. During the 
last war—and preparations are being made right now—L had con 
tributed and solicited blood for our bovs n the Armed Forces, ana | 
am talking about good American boys in the Armed Forces. Every 
dollar that we have to spare goes into bon cls, United states bonals. 

To prove my point that T have been against the Communist Party, 
] have here it couple ot copies ot the Sunday Worker, known is the 
Michigan Edition of the Worker that vou eentlemen can have. Yi uW 
will see on the back here where they have been attacking’ me, 

(Documents were handed to the Congressmen. ) 

I noticed in the Detrort News where mv name was mentioned as a 
member of the Frederick Douglas ( lub and the Fourtee) th ( onvres 
sional Club. I would like to have that cleared up, vel tlemen. that I 
know nothing at all of either one of these clubs, nor have I ever been 
there or participated with them. You gentlemen can have this if you 
Wish. 

Mr. Porrer. What is that? 

Mr. Acctacca, That was where Mrs. Baldwin mentioned my name 
as being tied in with the Frederick Douglas Club. I know nothing 
of it. 

Mr. APP! LL. Mr. Aeciacea, may I ask you to what club of the Com- 
munist Party you were first assigned when you joined in 1943 or 
early 19447 

Mr. Acciacca. That was the pressed steel division, which at that 
time was known as pressed steel. 

Mr. Appetit, And as I understood your testimony, you stayed in 
the pressed steel unit ? 

Mr. Acctacca. That is all I have ever been. 

Mr. Arreti. What happened during the days of the Communist 
Political Association 2 

Mr. Acciacca. I think it was pointed out here earlier today that the 
Communist Political Association, if I remember correctly, they had 
something like that in “42 and it was only for a short while. 

Mr. Apre.L. But the Communist Political Association was created 
in “44 and discontinued in *45. Now, the investigation shows that 
during that period of time, the factory units were dissolved and the 
members of the Communist Party were placed into neighborhood 
groups. Did that happen to you? 

Mr. Acctacca. Gosh, I don’t remember, sir. 

Mr. Arrett. Well, sir, did you always meet with the same group of 
individuals? 

Mr. Acctacca. The same group of individuals from our—— 

Mr. Apretyi. At no time were there new individuals brought in? 

Mr. Acctacca. Outside of our own unit? 

Mr. Apretyi. Yes. 

Mr. Acctacca. Not that I can remember, sir. 
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Mr. Arrect. Can you state that during the Communist Political 
Association days you were not transferred from the pressed-steel unit 
to another unit of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Acctacca. Not that IT remember. It might have 
am not saying it didn’t. 

Mr. Appeni. I mean you 1st made a statement that the testimony 
of Mrs. Baldwin was not true. 

Mr. \c CIACCA. As far tls those clubs ure concerned, l know noth y 
f them. 

Mr. Arpen.. Our records show—not Mrs. Baldwin's testimony—vou 
were transferred during the Communist Political A- lit 
the Fred Douglass Club. 

Mr. Ac CIACCA, lf they took il ecard and moved it oV 
know anything about it. 

Mr. Arrect. Mrs. Baldwin was testifving according to the 
of the organization of which she was organization secretary. 
think she made that distinetion, sir. 

Mr. Accraces, Pardon me just a minute. May I have that clipping 
mack, please / 

Mr. Jackson. I would suggest that in view of the time.if vou will 
continue on, Mr. Acciacea, we will finish this up. 

Mr. ACCIACCA, Yesterday, ventlemen, | noticed that you people 
placed considerable faith in an individual whom, I am sure in your 
honest opinion, was doing the right thing. I don’t think any of you 
knew this individual any too long, because if you knew him as long as 
I do, I am sure that things would look a lot different to you. You 
placed considerable faith—— 

Mr. Porrer. Are you speaking about Mr. Romano? 

Mr. Acciacca. About Mr. Romano, I would like to explain first the 
function of this individual, and Iam prepared after I do that. to give 
you documentary proot that he had not cleansed all his sins, as he 
said. since 1946. 

Mr. Arreti. Now, Mr. Acciacca, may IT interrupt there please, sir. 

As I recall, Mr. Romano, in talking about your membership in the 
Communist Party, stated that to his knowledge you had broken with 
the Communist Party in late 1946 or early 1947, and the only state- 
ment that he made with respect to vou was that you were, in recent 
times, closely associated with elements considered to be the left W ing, 
The committee had information that you had broken, and you were 
subpenaed primarily because of this article which appeared in the 
February 25 issue of Ford Facts, which we knew you did not write. 

Mr. Acctacca. You knew it? Well, then, why did you subpena 
me ¢ 

Mr. Arpris.. In order for you to help your country to expose the 
members of the Communist Party that you knew. 

Mr. Porrer. It might be well to make this statement: We realize 
that there are many factions within labor organizations. We know 
that there are great political factions, and that possibly witnesses, in 
testifying, have done everything possible to play up the best interests 
of the faction in which they are most interested. 

But it is not the interest of the committee to do anything to inter- 
fere with interlabor politics, and we want that perfectly well under- 
stood. Our only interest is to endeavor to find out the extent and 
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the activity of the Communist influence within the Detroit area, and 
that is our sole purpose. We are not interested in getting into a fight 
between various factions of labor organizations. 

Mr. Accracca. Well, Mr. Potter, I can understand that. I am sur 
that you are not interested, nor do I want to take your time to explaii 
to you the differences within our organization. I don’t intend to d 
that. 

I said that I have documentary proof that since 1946, Mr. Roman: 
is not the saint that he professed to be here, and I am sure if you wil 
bear with me 

Mr. Porrer. Would you make that document available to our staff / 

Mr. Accracca. I would like to read it into the record, if you please 
sir. But before I get to that, I think it is necessary, if you will pe. 
mit me, to explain, and I am leading up to this documentary proof, 
how this gentleman switches from time to time-——— 

Mr. Arrest. Is this with respect to your time of membership ii 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Acciacca. Part of it, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. I should like to have you relate any testimony regard 
ing—or any of your statements regarding the testimony to thing: 
which personally concern you. Then, if you wish, you may file th: 
statement because we have consented to remain here overtime in orde: 
that you might have a few minutes to make a statement. Evidently) 
it is a long one. I don’t want to unduly hurry you, but in 5 or 6 
minutes I am going to have to adjourn this meeting, and I wish that 
you would relate any testimony you have with respect to Mr. Roman 
to your own association and your own personal knowledge. 


Mr. Porrer. If you have any other material, the committee would 


be very happy to receive it. 

Mr. Acciacca. Well, all that I have to say, in my opinion, con 
cerns me and the party, too. 

If I can continue, gentlemen: Mr. Lee Romano, to the best of my 
knowledge, hired in the Ford Motor Co. in 1936. Mind you, I ar 
telling you this because I think it has some bearing on communism. | 
want to give you this documentary proof that he isn’t the idea 
American, as far as I am concerned, today. I want to prove tha 
point to you gentlemen. 

Mr. Romano hired in the Ford Motor Co., to the best of my know! 
edge, in 1936 just prior to our union. In early 1941 he was a forema 
in the pressed steel building. 

Mr. Arrevi. Mr. Chairman, I don’t see where this has any rela 
tion to Mr. Romano’s membership in the Communist Party or his a 
tions as a member of the Communist Party. Mr. Romano in his tes 
timony, limited himself to associations and to members of the Con 
munist Party during the time he was in the party. 

Mr. Accracca. I believe your name is Mr. Appell; is that right, sir’ 

Mr. Apreiti. That is right. 

Mr. Acciacca. Mr. Appell, you know that I am limited with time, 
and I don’t like to take issue with you, sir— 

Mr. Jackson. I have asked the witness to relate his testimony t 
his personal association with Mr. Romano, during the period of time 
which has to do with his membership in the Communist Party. IT) 
there is anything that Mr. Romano has said which is untrue wit 


respect to your relationship with the Communist Party, that is tl 
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purpose of this statement. It is to enable you to correct any discrep- 
ancies, any errors in Mr. Romano’s testimony. 

Now, obviously, we cannot take the time of the committee at this 
late hour to go back to relate the things which were not the subject 
of his testimony as it affects you, Mr. Acciacca. 

Mr. Acciacca. O. K., gentlemen. You want me to stick to the sub- 
ject that has to do strictly with communism 4 

Mr. Jackson. During the period of time that you were a member. 

Mr. Accracea. I think this committee is aware of the fact that 
sometime in 1950, our local president, who at that time and still is Carl 
Stellato, preferred charges against five individuals whom you all 
know about for subservience to the Communist Party. I believe that 
was the specifie charge. This was in 1950.) Mind you, Romano stated 
here yesterday that he had cleared himself of the Communist Party 
ind was out to do a job on them to the best of his knowledge, since 
1946. In 1950, when Carl Stellato preferred those charges, [ know 
for a fact that he called on many people to give him some aid and one 
to be called on was Lee Romano. He called litm into his office and 
isked Lee Romano - 

Mr. Arre.n. Were you present, sir / 

Mr. Acctacca. Pardon, sir 

Mr. Arrett. Were you present / 

Mr. Acciacca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arrety. At this conference / 

Mr. Acciacca. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arretn. All right. 

Mr. Acciacca. He asked Lee Romano if he would not take the stand 
and testify in his behalf oron the erounds that these people were sub- 
servient to the Communist Party. You have heard Romano make 
statements here—this is now 1952—that he knew t!ose five people at 
that time. But in 1950, he would not make those cl rges against these 
five people. 

Mr. APPELL. In the heht of the present day, he has come forward 
to help his Government who has asked him to do so, while the witness 
that was used in that trial has refused to answer on the grounds of 
self-incrimination. when his Government has asked him to do it. 

Mr. Acciacca. That may he true, sir, but did he not state that he 
has cleared himself of the party since 1946/ All right, let’s forgive 
him prior to 146. Let’s forgive him. Tam not a hard guy. 

Mr. Arretn. Did you testify in that trial, sir 

Mr. Acciacea. I wasn't called upon and I wouldn't have the 
knowledge, sir. 

I want to submit as evidence to you gentlemen, inasmuch as vou 
don’t think I have time to read it, a resolution that condemns the 
House Un-American Activities Committee. This resolution carries 
the date of July 5, 1949, and this is since 1946, Mr. Appell. 

Mr. Appria. Your article, sir. is dated February 23, 1952. 

Mr. Acciacca. Is he going to keep interrupting me? I can’t get 
through. 

Mr. Jackson. The document will be received by the committee for 
consideration and possible inclusion in the report. 

Mr. Acctacca. This resolution carries the name, Mr. Chairman. of 
Mr. Lee Romano. 
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I have two letters here, ge ntlemen, that I wish I hs ic the op yportuni it\ 
of reading into the record because, believe me, not only you would b 
interested in these letters, but I am very sure that the 150 millio 
Americans in this country would be interested in them. Possibly if yo 
take copies of these two letters and you go through them, I will | 
only too glad if you want me to go through them with you and may! 
we can have some release through the press or other means of getting 
it to the public. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Acciacca, a couple of minutes more. 

Mr. Accracea. Yes, sir. I want to submit to you an issue of For 
Facts dated December 31,1949. I don’t think you have a copy of that 
This shows where the executive board endorsed the support ( 
Crockett. I don’t think have to introduce Mr. Crockett to you. Ta 
pretty sure you know him. Mr. Romano was a member of the execut ii 
board in 1949, 

Mr..J ACKSON, It will be received by the conmittee. 

Mr. Acctacca. A cops of the resolution that ] just handed you 
also on page 9 of Ford Facts, gentlemen. 

Mr. Apretn. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask a question—— 

Mr. Accracea, [T will conclude with this last statement, gentleme: 

To me, this fight against communism is very serious. ‘This Con 
munist aeression, the With I see it. must be stopped. We have rig 
at this very moment, many of our dear ones that are out there in t! 
fronts of Korea making the supreme sacrifice. I noticed in today’ 
paper—I didn’t know this before—that even the chairman of yor 
committee is the erandtather oft | fatherless child, because ot Con 
munism in Korea. He lost his life over there. ‘To me it is ver) 
serious, fellows, and I do believe that we, the American people, shou! 
take sole definite aetion and not listen to too much YOSSIp, becaust 
as far as Lam concerned, actions speak louder than words. 

I want to close with this question, gentlemen, not only to satisfy 
mi self: hot only t atisfy the citizens of Detroit : not only to satis! 
the entire membe ship in our UAW: but I am sure that the over 
whelming majority of 150 million Americans want to know why v 
at this stage of the game, especially our lawmakers, vou gentleme: 
don’t start to put some mechanics into effect in outlawing the Con 
munist Party. 

Mr. Porrer. Lagree with you 100 percent. 

Mr. Acciacca. What is being done in Washington? What can w 
do to help inasmuch as it is a matter of life and death to the America 
people ¢ 

Mr. Jackson, Thank vou very much, Mr. Acciacea 

Mr. Acctacca. Could I have my question answered, sir? What 
being done about outlawing the Communist Party / 

Mr. Jackson. I think there are a number of resolutions present] 
in both of the Houses of Congress, none of which have been acted upo 
by any of the committees. I can only join with my colleague, as far 
as the two of us are concerned, in saying that we are in agreement. 

Mr. Arpriit. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Porter. I would like to say this before you go, Mr. Acciacca 
That I do appreciate, and I am sure of the fact that it has taken : 
good deal of intestinal fortitude for you to make this statement. W: 
are not, as I said before, interested in interlabor polities, and as far a 
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these statements concerning Mr. Romano are concerned. 
happy to receive them and, of course, if Mr. Romano seeks to r ply, 
he will have that opportunity to answer them. 
Mr. Acctacca. I want him to have. 
Mr. Porrer. But 1 do hope that from your testimony here today, 
there will be no reprisals made agulhst e ther Vol 
You have done yourself proud and the country a ! 
here and cooperating with the committee. 
Mir..J \CKSON, Mr. App Il, do vo i have one final 
Mr. Arpeu. Yes. 
Mr. Acciacea, these documents that you subn 
how «id ti v\ tO VOU Possession, Sil ( 
Mr. Acer , rot them from 
Mir. APPEL. 
( ~10 tee 
Mr. Accrace 
nv local untot 
Mir. Aprenn. Yo 
documents / 
Mr. Accrace,. That rio 
Mr. Arpeni. Thank vou. 
Mr. Jackson. Thank vou verv much, Mr. A 
Mr. Accracca. Thank you, gentlemen. 
Mr. Jackson. I think. in conclusion, that I want to em 


} 
yy? 
porias 


strongly What the ventleman from M chigan. Mir. Potter. hs 
That this committee and no member of it is interested in anv 1 


Phd dyer are 
ment-labor disputes or in any internal political disputes within any 
union. It has the function of investigating Communist infiltration. 
‘| hat. is what it will continue to do, 

The meet ne 1s adjourned, 


(Wh reupon, at 6:50 }). Mh. t! 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 1952 


Unrrep Strares House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
W, shingt on. D.C. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un American Activitie S met, 
ursuant to call,at 10:40 a.m..in room 226, Old House Oflice Building, 
ey Francis E. Walter, presiding. . 

Committee members present: Representatives Francis E. Walter, 
Bernard W. Kearney, and Donald L. Jackson. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr.. assistant counsel: Donald T. Appell, investigator ; 
John W. Carrington, cler <;and A.S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. Waurer. The committee will come to order. 

The chairman of the sags pee -_ appointed a subcommittee con 
sisting of Messrs. Frazier, Near Jackson, nd Walter, to conduct 
this he: aring. A majority of that gh rereens Shon Is present. 

Proceed, Mr. T: avenner, 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Grossman, please; Mr. Saul 
Grossman. 

Mr. Watrer. Mr. Grossman, will you raise your right hand ¢ 

Do you swear the testimony you are about +. vive will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so he Ip you God ¢ 

Mr. Grossman. I do. 

Mr. Watrer. Mr. Grossman, are you represented by counsel 


TESTIMONY OF SAUL GROSSMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
DAVID REIN 


Vr. Grossman. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Watrer. Will the counsel please state his name and address 
for the record ¢ 

Mr. Rein. David Rein, R-e-i-n, 711 Fourteenth Street NW., Wash- 
ington, Pe: C. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your full name, please, sir? 

Mr. Grossman. My name is Saul Grossman, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Grossman, you have been subpenaed here in 
your official capacity as executive secretary of the Michigan Chapter 
of the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born, to 
produce certain records called for in the subpena duces tecum. 

I would like at this point to offer in evidence the subpena, bearing 
date of March 5, 1952, subpenaing Saul Grossman, executive secretary 
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of the Michigan Chapter of the American Committee for Protection 
of Foreign Born, which was served on March 5, 1952, by Mr. W. L. 
Jones, investigator of the Committee on Un-American Activities, and 
l ask that it be marked “Exhibit No. 1” 

Mr. Warrer. Without objection, it will be so marked and received. 

(The subpena referred to was marked “Grossman Exhibit No. 1” 
and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. Tavenner. That is Grossman exhibit No, 1. 

That subpena was for production of the records at the hearing 
then being condueted in Detroit. 

l desire also to introduce in evidence COpy of il teleoram from the 
chairman to Mr. Ernest Goodman. But before that 1 desire to refer 
toa direction given by the chairman of the Committee on Un-Ameri 
can Activities during the last day of the hearings in Detroit, March 
IY, 1952, in the following language: 

In the meantime all witnesses that had been subpenaed to appear here before 


this committee during this week are directed that the subpenas are hereby con 


tinued effective until March 26, at which time you will be given official notiti 
cation as to Whether the committee will be back here or whether you will be 
required to come to Washington That includes ali witnesses that are now 
subpenaed here before this committee. 


And now IT would like to introduce in evidence and have marked as 
Grossman exhibit No. 2. a telegram from the chairman of this com 
mittee, bearing date March 21, as follows: 


Mr. Ernest GoopMAN, 
Attorney at law, Cadillac Tower Building, Detroit, Mich.: 


Appearance before Committee on Un-American Activities of your clients Hareld 
Franklin and Saul Grossman is hereby postponed from March 26, 1952, to Tues 
day April 20, 1952, 226 House Office Building, Washington, C., 10:30 a. m 


j 


Please contirm by collect return wire. 


Then this morning on your arrival here, Mr. Grossman, you were 
served with a subpena requiring the production of the same records 
and documents before the committee here in Wash neton., It that 


correct / 

Mr. Grossman. I was served with a subpena this morning as I was 
in the anteroom of this committee. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence the subpena referred to, 
which was served by Mr. Donald T. Appell. investigator of this com 
mittee, and ask that it be marked “Grossman Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Watrer. The documents referred to may be so marked and 
made of record. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Grossman Exhibits Nos. 
2 and 3.’ and made a part of the record. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Grossman, have you with you the record 
and documents deseribed in the subpena duces tecum / 

Mr. Grossman. No: 1 do not. 

Mr. Tavennern. Why heven't vou produced them in accordance 
with the demands of the subpena ‘ 

Mr. GrossMAN. I decline to answer that juestion, invoking my 
privileges under the fifth amendment against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Taverner. You are the executive secretary of the Michigan 
chapter of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. 
are you not / 
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Mr. Grossman. I know of no such organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then if you know of no such organization, how 
could production of the records of such an organization or your 
testifying regarding it in any way incriminate you ¢ 

(Mr. Grossman confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Grossman. I will stick to my previous answer to that question, 

Mr. Wavrer. I did not hear that last statement. 

Mr, Tavenner. You say you are not acquainted with any organiza- 
tion known as the Michigan Chapter of the American Committee for 
Protection of Foreign Born / 

Mr. Grossman. That is correct. 

Mr. Waurer. Do you know whether or not there 
reanization ¢ 

Mr. Grossman. To my knowledge there is not. 

Mr. Warrer. There is not / 

Mir. Grosso iN. That is correct. 

Mr. Wanrer. Then as I understand the position you take, it is that 
vou are afraid that vou might incriminate yourself by answering the 
juestion Whether or not you brought records of a nonexistent 
organization ¢ 

Mr. Grossman. IT stick to my previous answer, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you the executive secretary of the Michigan 
(‘ommittee for Protection ot loreien Born / 

Mr. (GROSSMAN, I decline to answer that question on >» same 
erounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with an organizatio 
isthe Michigan Committee for Protection of Foreign Born / 

Mr. Grossman. | decline to answer that question on 
erounds. 

Mr. Tayi NNER, Do you know whether the Michigan Comn 
Protection of Foreign Born is a part of the American Commi 
Protection of Foreign Born?! 

Mr. (ROSSMAN. | decline to answer that question on 
STOUNCS. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I request that the witness 
q rested to stand aside for the present, so that we may go ali 
inother witness, We will recall him. 

Mr. Wanrer. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Harold Franklin. 

Mir. Was rER. Will you stand up, please, and raise your right | l dl? 

Do you swear that the testimony you are about to vive W ll be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God 4 

Mr. Frankuin. I do. 


e pp. 3206-3211 photographic reproduction of leaflet, Call to Mass Meetir 
‘ Michigan Committee for Protection of Foreign Born in cooper 
rican Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, October 27, 1951 
t has been inserted in the record by order of the chairman for the p 0 
lationship of the Michigan Committee for e Protection of the Foreigt 
in Conumittee for the Protection of the reign Born 
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WHAT IS THE MICHIGAN COMMITTEE 
FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN? 


It is an unaffiliated, non-partisan body cooper- 
ating with other organizations and individuals. 


WHAT IS ITS PROGRAM ? 


To make real for the foreign born the American 
eloeethwe ts nt eles Met @e rill UA Mees Saell. Mt) abe tow 
color, nationality, creed, or place of birth 
To avert discrimination against foreign-born citi- 
wens and non-citizens due to their nationality, 
their political or religious beliefs, or their lack of 
citizenship ... To avert damage to American 
family life through the threat of depertation..”. 
To encourage and facilitate the naturalization of 
non-citizens .. . To promote better relations and 
understanding among the foreign born and those 
who are native to this country. 


HOW DOES THE COMMITTEE WORK ? 


By organizing public support for its objectives 
through mass meetings and public affairs, through 
delegations to officials, through the publication 
Pi steMethingio tists Ms MB licce Cotte. ; By providing 
speakers and educational material ... By pro- 
viding legal aid through a panel of attorneys. 


HOW IS IT FINANCED? 


By means of gifts, contributions and monthly 


pledges from trade unions, individuals, and or- 
ganizations; by public meetings and affairs; by 
contributions from defense committees organized 
PRaeleisvommsstethgleist: Sam piu atist.; 


W. MOULTON 


Mw 
ABNER GREEN 


Sponsors (Partie sf Bishop Cameron C. Alleyne . Hon. 
Eimer Senson er Aigeron BD. Biock Dr er d 
Brewster Rabbi Henry Cohen Dr. Abrohom Cronbeth 

Clemens J. France Dr. Alice Meomilton Dashiell 
Hammett Rev. Prof, Fleming Jomes, Sy Hon. Robert 
W. Kenny Prof. Paul BK. Lavietes Prof. Robert Morse 
Lovett Rev. Sidney Lovett ' Kirtley F. Mather 
Bishop Welter Mitchell of. Constuntine Panvario . 
Dr. Jutien Pork Bithop Edward L. Persons Vithjatewr 
Stefansson red ‘. Stover 
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The knock at the door — the cruel breaking- 
mp of families — the terrorism — NOT IN 
SOME FAR-AWAY “TOTALITARIAN” 
COUNTRY — but here, in Michigan, in THE 
UNITED STATES. 

That khock has been heard in hundreds of 
homes of foreign born Americans. Thousands 
of non-citizens, including Negroes born out- 
side the U. S., are threatened with deporta- 
tion after living in the United States from 25 
to 50 years. As in the slave markets of the 
Old South, mothers will be torn from their 
American born children, families broken apart 
and seattered over the face of the earth. Some 
face exile to fascist countries where death or 
imprisonment await them. 


Other thousands ere being investigated and 
hounded with the objective of taking away 
their citizenship. 

Thousands are prevented from becoming 
citizens because they belonged to or took part 
in the activities of progressivé organizations. 


Professional labor spies, exposed by the 


LaFollette Committee in 1937, have been hired 
by the Immigration Department, at $25 a day, 
as informers against militant trade unionists. 


This is no longer a quiet raid on a few homes. 
ee eRe ee a ee 
lion foreign born he calls “rabble.” 

This persecution of citizens and non-citizens, 
whose crime was that they were not born in 
America, threatens the freedoms and liberties 
of all Americans. The precious heritage of the 
Bill of Rights, with its guarantees of free 
speech and the right to bail for all, is being 
undermined by reactionary legislation like the 
Smith and McCarran Acts, deportation pro- 
ceedings, illegal arrests, and the denial of bail. 

Why are the foreign born under this sharp 
attack today 7 

They have been selected for special persecu- 
tion because of the vital role they play in the 
democratic life of our country. They helped 
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build this country with their sweat and blood, 
with their lives. They comprise a large sec- 
tion of the nation’s working force in basic in« 
dustry — in coal, auto, steel and rubber, Having 
come here seeking democracy, they have fought 
to strengthen our democracy. They are aware 
of the meaning of oppression and are to be 
found in the ranks of labor and progressive 
movement in our country. 


The drive against the foreign born is an at- 
tempt to terrorize them, to separate them from 


other sections of the American people, to de> § 


prive the American people of these great allies 
in the fight for peace and democracy, and to 
make it easier to take away the rights of the 
native born. 

More than forty Michigan residents have 
been arrested and face deportation — ten are 
threatened with loss of citizenship. 


Seven are women, mothers end grand- 
mothers, who face exile from their families, 
homes and adopted country. One is a mother 
of seven, with four grandchildren. Most of the 
men are trade unionists, members of the AFI 
and CIO. One has a son fighting in Korea. 

Ask yourself: If these men and women, who 
have devoted themselves to improving econo- 
mic conditions, fighting segregation and dis- 
crimination, and speeking up for peace — If 
they can be deprived of their rights under the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights — If they 
can be deported and put in concentration camps 
for what they think and believe — then CAN 
YOU, YOUR FRIENDS, YOUR FAMILY, 
FEEL SECURE ? 

TODAY IT IS THE FOREIGN BORN — 
TOMORROW IT MAY BE YOU — anyone 
who dares speak out for labor’s rights, for the 
rights of the Negro people, for peace. 

To this state-wide Mass Meeting and Con- 
ference we invite all organizations and in- 
dividuals who wish to join in planning a pro- 
gram of action to meet these attacks on the 
rights of the American people. 
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3210 


COMMUNISM IN THE DETROIT AREA 


) 


7 FOG! Ch FP2 


12:00 to 1:00 


1:00 P. M. 


3:00 to 5:00 


5:00 to 6:00 


Registration 


Opening Session 


CAROL KING, America’s 
outstanding cuthority and 
leading defender of the 
rights of the foreign born 
will deliver the keynote 
address. 


Panel Discussions 
The Right to Bail 
Defense of Labor 


Defense of the 
Victims 


Noted labor ond civic leaders 
will lead the pone! discussions. 


Reports from the 
Panels and 
Summary 


Local Conference Sponsors 
(Partial List) 


W. H. Allmendingtr’, Educator, Royal Oak; 
Rev, Paul J. Allured, Lansing; Paul Boatin; 
President Motor Bidg., Local 600; Rev, Chas. 
A. Hil Chairman Michigan Peace Com- 
mittee; Dorothy Knight; Local 51; William 


McKie" Local 600; 


Arthur C. MePhaul,” Exec. 


Sec’y CRC; Dr. Wateon Nicholson*® Educator 
and Author, South Haven; John Orr Presi- 
dent Tool and Die Unit, Local 600; Harold 
Robertson, ~ Ink#ter Non-Partisan League, 
PAC; Maurice Sugar,- Attorney. (Organiza- 
tions listed for identification only). 
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TESTIMONY OF HAROLD FRANKLIN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 


COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. Waurer. You are represented by counsel ? 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
D.C. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr.’ 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


FRANKLIN. 


1 am. 


TAveNNER. Will counsel please identify himself? 
Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 Fourteenth Street NW., Washingto 


"TAVENNER 


FRANKLIN. 
‘TAVENNER. 
I RANKLIN. 
TAVENNER. 
FRANKLIN. 
‘TAVENNER. 
I’ RANKLIN. 
"TAVENNER. 
FRANKLIN. 
LT AVENNER. 
FRANKLIN. 
"TAVENNER. 
I’ RANKLIN. 
'TAVENNER. 


What is your name, please / 

Harold Franklin. 

When and where were you born, Mr. Franklin? 
I was born in Edwards, 8. Dak., October 11, 190 
Where do you now reside ¢ 

In the city of Detroit. 

How long have you lived in Detroit ¢ 

Since about the middle of 1945, 

And prior to 1945, where did you reside ? 
How much prior to 1945 ¢ 

Well, say, for a period of 10 years. 

In the city of Ann Arbor. 

For the entire period of 10 years? 

Yes. 


How long had you lived in Ann Arbor? 


Mr. Frankurn. Well, I can tell you I came to Ann Arbor in Fel 
ruary of 1922, on the 22d, I believe. 

Mr. Taverner. Will you please outline briefly your educations 
background ¢ 

Mr. Franxuin. As near as I can remember, I first went to grad 
school in Davis, S. Dak. From there the family moved to Chicago, 
where I attended grade school and high school. And during the tin 
when I was going to high school, I was taught that if I worked har 
and studied I could possibly be the President of the United States, bu 
I found that when it came time to get a job in high school vacatio 
I had to go to work in the stockyards handling guts while the whit 
boys I went to school with got jobs I was going to high school fo: 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Did you have any further educatio: 
training ¢ 

Mr. FraNKLIN. I studied in night school, studied in corresponde: 
school. 

Mr. TAveNnNER. 
in Detroit? 

Mr. Franky. I worked in a foundry. 

Mr. Tavenner. What particular foundry was it in which y 
worked / 

Mr. Frankurn. I worked in Ford’s foundry in the Rouge pla 
the production foundry. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you begin working there? 

Mr. Franxurn. In 1936. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And you have worked there continuously to t 
present time? 

Mr. Frankurn. Yes. 

Mr. Pavenner. During the period of time when you were employ: 
in the Ford foundry in 1936, to the present time, have you bee: 
candidate for office in local union 600 of the UAW? 

Mr. Franxutn. I ran for more than one position. 


How have you been employed since you have be: 
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Mr. Tavenner. What were the positions that you ran for, and in 
which were you successful ¢ 

Mr. Frankuin. I ran for president. I ran for vice president. I 
ran for bargaining committee. I ran for district committeeman. 1 
ran for recording secretary. I was successful in the vice presidential! 
election and the recording secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the dates, please, when you were 
elected to these respective oflices / 

Mr. Frankurn. I can give you the approximate date. 

Mr. Tavenner. That will be satisfactory. 

Mr. Franxuin. I believe I was elected recording secretary of the 
unit in 1942, I believe, and I served in that capacity. 

Mr. Tavenner. By the unit, what do you mean / 

Mr. Franxurn. The Rouge plant at that time was divided into 18 
vroups, and each group had a name, and each group had a degree of 
uitonomy. That is to say, you would elect your own officers, and up 
to a certain extent or within certain bounds those officers conducted 
the business of that particular unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what was the name of the particular unit to 
which you were elected recording secretary ¢ 

Mr. Frankury. Que of them was the jobbing foundry- 

Mr. Tavenner. Jobbing? 

Mr. Frankxuin. Jobbing. J-o0-b-b-i-n-g. 
foundry, I was elected unit vice president. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, over what period of time were you the re- 
cording secretary in that unit, beginning with 1942 ¢ 

Mr. Frankurn. From 1942, I believe, up until 1947. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. And then during what period of time were you 
elected the vice president of that union ¢ 

Mr. Frankurn. | was vice president 1 vear, I believe from 1948 to 
L449, if my Inemory serves me correctly. 

‘Tavenner. Now, have you held any other positions 


And also in the jobbing 


in that 


Mr. Franxurn. I am at present the unit recording secretary of the 
Dearborn Iron Foundry. 

Mr. "TAVEN NER. And how long have you held that position ¢ 

Mr. Fran KLIN. Since around the middle of last vear, when we had 
ustallation of officers. , 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the hearings in Detroit. con 
~ derable ey idenee Was heard by the conimittee regarding the so-called 
progressive slate within vour union. 

Was vour election the result of the promotion of your interest 
ie progressive slate / 
Mr. Frankuin. Will you repeat that question a 
ot sure I understood. 


1} 


7 
DY 


ain, 


“ 
= 


The pending question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Frankiin. As T understand that question, it wasn’t my inter 
t. Because we were elected as servants of the rank and tile. So t! 
V interests weren't primarily concerned. It 
(pOrIty of the people that elected The. 


it 
Wis the wish of the 

But certainly not my interest, 
tuse there was no pay attached to any of the jobs that T held. 
Mr, Tavenner. That 1s not quite a reply to my question, 


Phe question was whether or not your interests were promoted. On 
ir candidacy; let’s put it that way. 
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Was that promoted by the progressive slate organization with 
your unit! 

Mr. Frankurn. I gather that you are asking me whether or not 
ran on a progressive ticket ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, that is one way of explaining it. 

Mr. Franky. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your candidacy approved by the Commu: 
Party? 

Mr. Frankuryn. That question I will have to refuse to answ 
under the rights guaranteed me by the Constitution, because I do not 
want to testify against myself. Under the fifth amendment, I refus: 
to answer that question. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know of any instance of a candidate bei: 
supported by the progressive slate who was opposed to the Co 
miunist Party active ly and openly 4 

Mr. Franxuin. That question I will have to refuse to answer, « 
the grounds that I gave before. 

Mr. Wartrer. You do not have to refuse to answer it. Do you 
fuse to answer it for those reasons ? 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I do, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to an article in the Detroit Times of 
March 5, 1952, you were quoted as having made a statement that you 
had never seen Mrs. Baldwin, who is Mrs. Berenice Baldwin, before 
in vour life. Do you recall having made that statement? I hand you 
the article, to refresh your recollection. 

fr Frankirn. I don’t recall this. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not recall having made the statement re- 
ferred to in the press? Well, had you known Berenice Baldwin be 
fore March De 1952? 

Mr. Frankuin. I refuse to answer that question on the same ground 
that I used before. 

Mr. Tavenner. On February 29, 1952, Mrs. Baldwin appeared be- 
fore this committee in Detroit. She testified as follows: 

Harold Franklin is a worker at Ford’s and attended the party school or 
classes, I should say, taught by Hy Gordon, a person sent here from the nation: 
office for educational purposes. 

Did you attend classes conducted by Hy Gordon ? 

Mr. Franxutn. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds t! 

I gave before. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the course of the testimony of Mrs. Baldwin, sl 
identified other persons who attended the school, as follows: 

Carnella, C-a-r-n-e-l-l-a Foreman, Peggy Wellman, Saul Wellman, 
Frank Martin, Aldo, A-I-d-o, Sandretto, S-a-n-d-r-e-t-t-o, Mildr 
Pollack, Hope Smith, Fred Jones, Esther Siegel, S-i-e-g-e-l, Leona: 
Lauderdale. 

Are you acquainted with any of those persons? 

Mr. Frankuin. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question f 
the same reason given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. It has come to the attention of the committee t! 
several articles were published by the Michigan Worker, over y« 
name, as the writer. 

Will you tell the committee the circumstances under which you fui 
nished material or writings for the Michigan Worker ? 
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Mr. Franxuin. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer the question for 
the same reason given. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatie copy of a page from the 
Michigan Worker, under date of July 24, 1949, and ask you whether 
or not vou made that article as a contribution to that paper. 

Mr. Frankuin. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer the question for 
the same reason given. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Michigan Worker of May 1, 1949, carries a 
statement attacking the North Atlantic Pact. Your name appears as 
one of the signers. Will you tell the committee the circumstance 
under which your name Was obtained In connection with that state- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. FRANKLIN. May I see the statement, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, 1 do not have it available. 

Mr. Franxurn. I don’t recall the statement that vou have refer- 
ence to. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not recall having made such a statement ? 

Mr. FRANKI IN. ] don't remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of the Communist Party 
held on July 23, 1949, at 5642 Michigan Avenue, where John Gates 
spoke or made a report ¢ 

Mr. Franxurn. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer the question for 
the reason given before. 

Mr. Beare. Raise your voice. We can’t hear you. 

Mr. Franti. I refuse to answer the question for the same reason 
viven before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with John Gates ? 

Mr. Frankuin. I will have to refuse to answer that 
the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a testimonial dinner h 
12 Communist Party leaders who were prosecuted, the meet 
been held on August 27, 1949, at 2705 Joy Road, Detroit 

Mr. Franky. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason 

Mir. TAVENNER. Did you attend an eeling of the Dearborn section 

of the Communist Party of Michigan held@at 2705 Jov Road on June 
L950? , 
Mr. Franxurn. Trefusetoansy erthat question, 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you act as chairman of 
Communist Political Association held on June 15, 
State and Huron streets, Detroit / 

Mr. Frankuin. | refuse to answer that question, 
oiven, 

Mr. Tavenner. W 
munist Party of Mr 

Mr. FRANKI IN. I refuse to answer that que stion for the same rea- 
son g@iven. 

Mr. Kearney. If you Were not a men ber of that section, would you 
so state ¢ 

Mr. Franky. I refuse to answer the question for the sar 
viven, I don’t have to elve te Stimony against myself, 

Mr. Kearney. Teannot hear you. Can you raise your voice, please ? 

Mr. Franxuin. I will, ve 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Franklin, according to the records of the com 
mittee, in 1945 vou were educational and literature director of the 
foundry unit of the Communist Party. Is this information correct ? 


$s. 


re vou nan meniber of the Ford ion of the Com- 


e 
1 
ai 
i 


ligan in LD4S/ 
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Mr. Franxuin. I refuse to answer the question, Mr. Chairman, fi 
the same reason given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you state whether or not Nelson Davis wa 
publicity director of the foundry unit of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Franxurn. I refuse to answer that question, Mr. Chairma 
for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it true that Steve Dimitro was secretary of th: 
foundry unit of the Communist Party at any time that you we 
an officer in your union ¢ 

Mr. Frankuin. | refuse to answer the question for the same reaso1 
given. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is in possession of information i1 
dicating that William H., usually referred to as “Bill” Johnson, wa 
chairman of the foundry unit of the Communist Party at the time 
that you were educational and literature director. Was William H 
Johnson at any time chairman of the foundry unit of the Communis 
Party, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Franxutn. | refuse to answer the question, for the same reaso 
given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Walter Dorosh, D-o-r-o0-s-h. press director of 
the entire Ford section of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Frankury. Mr. Chairman, I will have to—I refuse that ques 
tion for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was James Simmons at this time chairman of thi 
Ford section of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Frankury. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question for 
the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Floyd W. Berry? 

Mr. Frankuin. I refuse to answer that question, Mr. Chairman, 
for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Lorenzo Bozeman was re 
cruited into the Communist Party in 1948? 

Mr. Franxuin. Mr. Chairman, | refuse to answer that question for 
the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Leo Krugh, K-r-u-g-h, chairman of the Dear 
born section of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Frankurn. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that questio1 
for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I should specify the dates. I am referring to 1945 
and 1946. Does that change your statement? 

Mr. Franky. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not Edmond Martin was 
press director of the motor section of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Franxuryn. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons 
given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Don Radokavie was chair- 
man of the press unit of the Ford section of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Franxurn. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Tessie Suttles at any time act as press director 
of the foundry unit of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Franxuin. I refuse to answer that question for the same 
reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Vernia L. Wilson, at any time, act as assistant 
press director of the motor unit of the Communist Party # 
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Mr. Franxutn. I refuse to answer that question for the same 
reasons, 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the C ommunist Party? 

Mr. Franxuin. I refuse to answer that question for the same 
reasons, 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were a candidate for the various offices 
in your local union, were you requi ired to state at any time whether 
or not you were a member of the Communist P arty ? 

Mr. Frankuin. I did sign a ecard. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of the card you signed ? 

Mr. FRANKLIN. As near as I can recall, I stated on the card where I 
signed my name that I was not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you sign it? 

Mr. hy ANKLIN. That was in 1949 or 1950. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you 
signed ut 

Mr. FRANKLIN. No one could be an officer, SO the president said, of 
the union, if he were a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you speaking now of the Taft-Hartley affidavit? 

Mr. FranKuUIN. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. The constitution of your union provides that no 
member of the Communist Party may be an officer. 

Did your signature on the card arise out of that proviston of the 
constitution ? 

Mr. Franxuin. What I signed—where it stemmed from, I can only 
guess, but it seemed to me it was inter-union polities. There is always 
a fight going on in the union between the ins and the outs, and they 
came around to me. and I signed it. 

Mr. Taverner. Who came around to you ¢ 

Mr. Frankurn. I believe that it was the chairman of the unit at 
that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his name? 

Mr. Frankuin. Bill Johnson, if my memory serves me correctly. 

Mr. Kearney. This was in 1949? 

Mr. Frankuin. I am not certain of the date. It was 1949, or 1950. 
No. IT am not sure—1949 or 1950. It was when I was elected sec- 
retary. 

Mr. Krarney. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
1949 or 1950 4 

Mr. Franky. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Kearney. Even though you did state on your card you were 
not a member of the Communist Party; is that true ? 

Mr. Frankuin. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Kearney. You stated a minute ago that you signed a card 
stating that you were not a member of the Communist Party in 1949 
or 1950. 

Mr. Franxuin. Yes; I made that statement. 

Mr. Kearney. [ asked you if you were a member of the Communist 
Party in 1949 and 1950, and you refused to answer. 

Mr. Frankuin. I gave one answer. 

Mr. Kearney. You gave several answers. Which is the true answer? 

Mr. Franxuin. I refuse to answer that question, for the previous 
reasons @iven. 
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Mr. Kearney. When you signed your card for the union in 1949 o 
1950, stating that you were not a member of the Communist Party, 
did you tell the truth when you sign te that card at that time? 

Mr. Frankurn. I refuse to answer that question, Mr. Chairman, fo: 
the same reasc ; 

Mr. Wavrer. Your answer was not sworn to on the card, was it? 

Mr. Franxurn. No. there was no oath taken. as L reeall. The genera 
assumption was that everyone was telling the truth. 

Mr. Krarney. Well, in other words, your answer was due to ex 
pediency at that particular time ¢ 

Mr. Frankuin. Isthata bag stion directed to me 

Mr. Kearney. I think it is. 

Mr. IF RANKI IN. | wna ae fo answer that one for the same renusonhs 
given. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was William H. Johnson, who at that time gave you 
the card to sign, known to you at that time to be a member of thi 
Communist Party / 

Mr. FRANKLIN. IT refuse to answer that quest ion, for the same reasons 
given, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Taverner. And was the signing of this application made at 
the time you were running for office in your union / 

Mr. Frankuty. As I recall, I was already functioning in the ca 
pacity that IT was elected for. 

Mr. Tavenner.- Well, now, this was in 1949? 

Mr. Frankuryn. I said I wasn’t sure of the date. It may have been 
1950, 

Mr. Tavenner. What time in 1950? 

Mr. Franxurn. I don’t know. IT would say in the summer time. 
That is as close as I ean vet to it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, was that card signed by you before you wer 
elected to your present office as recordin om secretary, which I unde 
stood you to say vou were elected to in 1951 ? 

Mr. Franxurn. No, I was elected secretary in 1951, the last time 

Mr. Tavenner. So you signed this card prior to 

Mr. WALTER. He said the last time. When was the first time you 
were elected secretary / , 

Mir. Frannkuin. I believe aid 1942 y he first time I was elected 
secretary. 

Mr. Warrer. And you held that position continuously from 1942 

Mr. Frankuin. No. 

Mr. Wavrer. During what vear was there a break in your holding 
oflice ? , 

Mr. Franixuin. As I remember, there was a break one year whi 
I was ill and I didn’t run. I think it was 1947. T held no positi 
in 1947 from the date of the elections until the 12-month period \ 
up, and there was another period when | held ho oflice. I am not 
just certain of the dates, but I believe it was some time in May ol 
1949 up until 1950. 

Mr. Wavrer. So that with the exception of 1947 and 1949 yor 
held office con tinuousls from 194: 2 uptothe p resent / 

Mr. Franxurn. Yes: assuming that T was correct when IT said 194 
It may have been early 1945 or late 1942. but somewhere around that 
time. 
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Mr. Warrer. So that at the time you signed this card in which you 
stated you were not a member of the Communist Party, you were 
holding an office in the union / 

Mr. Franxurn. Yes. Now, whether or not I was secretary—Be- 
cause I am not certain exactly whether or not I was secretary or func- 
tioning as a bargaining committee man. My memory just doesn’t 


serve me. 

Mr. W ALTER. Mr. William H. Johnson was aman who obtained the 
signatures of all of the officers; was he not ¢ 

Mr. Frankutn. I don’t know whether he got them all or not. 

Mr. Warrer. He was the man who undertook to have oflicers sign 
this card stating that they were not Communists. Was that the John- 
son that you declined to answer about as to whether or not he was a 
member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Frankiin. William H. Johnson ? 

Mr. Watrer. Yes. 

Mr. Franxutw. That isthe same Bill Johnson. 

Mr..Wavrer. So that if he was a Communist, we find the situation 
where a Communist was obtaining signatures to cards of officials; 
is that correct / 

Mr. Franxuin. Now, to me that is a supposition, and I will have 
to refuse to answer that one, Mr. Chairman, for the same reason given, 

Mr. Tavenner. What position does William H. Johnson hold in the 
local union at this time? 

Mr. Franxkutin. I don’t know. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was the last position that he held, to your 
knowledge / 

Mr. FRANKLIN. He Wills adviser to the local union president. Just 
what his official title was, | am not sure. That is the last position 
that I know that he held. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not he holds that position 
now ¢ 

Mr. Frankurn. I don’t know. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. He did hold that position on March 12, the last 
day of the hearings conducted by this committee in Detroit, did he 
not 7 , 

Mr. Frankuin. Lam not certain of the dates, because it didn’t mean 
too much to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you were subpenaed to appear on that day, 
March 12, before this committee, were you not 4 

Mr. Frankurn. I have no recollection of that. I think the subpena 
that was handed to me had a February date on it. 

Mr. Taverner. And you were not notified to appear at a later date? 

Mr. Frankurn. I got no further notice. That is why I wasn’t 
there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, at the time you received your subpena, was 
Bill Johnson, William H. Johnson, the executive assistant or adviser 
to the president of local 600 4 

Mr. Frankurn. I think he was then. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you know that, don’t you 4 

Mr. Frankurn. He was removed, according to the paper. And 
what date he was removed, I don’t know. My work was in the shop, 
working with my hands, not over at the local union. And when I 
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finished the day’s work, I was ready to go home and rest. I spe: 
little time around the local union. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean since the hearings in Detroit? Yo 
were pretty active in the local affairs of your union prior to that time 
weren’t you? 

Mr. Franxuin. Not very active. I work in the foundry. I don! 
walk around dressed up. I earn my money with my hands, and whe: 
the day is up Lam tired. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you were representing to the rank-and-til: 
members of your union that you were not a member of the Communis' 
Party in order to try to get elected to office, were you not? You wer 
taking that much interest. Isn’t that true? 

Mr. Franxury. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you know now and you knew then that you: 
representation was absolutely false ? 

Mr. Franxurn. I refuse to answer that question for the same rea 
sons given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Frankurn. I refuse to answer that question for the same rea 
sons given. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Watrer. Any questions, Mr. Jackson / 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Franklin, would you sign a statement under oath 
today, if required as a condition of employment, that you were not a 
member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. FraNK.Iin. | refuse to answer the question for the same rea- 
sons given. 

Mr. Jackson. Have you ever traveled outside the United States? 

Mr. Frankuin. I have been in Winds dr, Ontario. 

Mr. Jackson. You have not been abroad except to Canada? 

Mr. Franxuin. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Have you ever made an application for a passport ! 

Mr. Franxuin. No. 

Mr. Watrer. General Kearney, any questions ? 

Mr. Kearney. No questions. 

Mr. Wacrer. Anything further, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. TAaveNNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Waurer. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Frankurn. Mr. Chairman, I have a prepared statement that | 
would like to read if you would like to listen to it. 

Mr. Warrer. No; we do not have time. Leave it, and we will put 

in the record. 

Mr. Watrer. Who is your next witness, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to recall Mr. Grossman, Mr. Sau) 
Grossman. 

Mr. Water. The witness has been sworn. 

The witness is represented by the same counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Saul Grossman ? 
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TESTIMONY OF SAUL GROSSMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
DAVID REIN—Resumed 


Mr. Grossman. Yes; I am. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You are the same person who appeared a few 
moments ago as a witness before the committee and was excused 
temporarily ¢ 

Mr. GrossMAN. More than a few moments, but I am the same person. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Since you were excused temporarily from your 
position as a witness before the committee, there has been served on 
you a forthwith subpena duces tecum, on you in your official capacity 
as executive secretary of the Michigan Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born, to produce certain records before this committee. 

I desire to offer in evidence the subpena, which was served by Don- 
ald T. Appell, an investigator of this committee, and have it marked 
“Grossman exhibit No. 4.” 

Mr. Watrer. It will be so marked, and without objection it is 
received. 

(The subpena referred to was marked “Grossman exhibit No. 4,” 
and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to ask whether you have with you the rec- 
ords called for in the subpena. 

Mr. Grossman. I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why do you not have them ¢ 

Mr. Grossman. I decline to answer that question, on the grounds 
that my answer may incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been subpenaed in your official capacity 
to produce those records. You are the executive secretary of the 
Michigan Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, are you not? 

Mr. GRossMAN. I decline to answer that question, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do I understand that you are refusing to produce 
any records of that office ? 

Mr. Grossman. You do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is that? 

Mr. Grossman. You do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your position ? 

Mr. Grossman. You ask a question, and I will answer it. 

Mr. Tavenner. I asked you whether or not you refuse to produce 
the records called for in the subpena. Because I am demanding the 
production of them. 

Mr. (ROSSMAN. I decline to answer that question, on the vrounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I request that he be directed to pro- 
duce the records. 

Mr. Waurer. Yes: the acting chairman directs that the witness 
produce the records of the Michigan Committee for Protecti Da of 
Foreign Born described in the subpena duces tecum, 

Mr. Grossman. I decline to answer that question, on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Warrer. Do you decline to produce the records ? 

Mr. Grossman. I do not have any records with me. 

Mr. Waurer. Where are the records of this committee ? 
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Mr. GrossMAN. I decline to answer that question, on the ground: 
previously stated. 

Mr. Waurer. Am I right in assuming that there are records ? 

Mr. Grossman. I decline to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, how about the question asked you by counse] 
Do you decline to produce the records ¢ 

Mr. Grossman. I do not have any records with me, 

Mr. Kearney. That is not what I asked you, and the question cal 
for a simple answer, “Yes” or “No.” 

Mr. Grossman. I decline to answer that question, on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kearney. I did not hear that. 

Mr. Grossman. I decline to answer the question, on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Wavrer. Any questions, Mr. Kearney or Mr, Jackson? 

The witness may be excused. 

The committee will recess, subject to call. 

(Whereupon, at 11:55 a. m., Tuesday, April 29, 1952, the hearing 
was recessed, subject to the call of the Chair.) 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 1952 


Unrrep Sratres Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. Ct. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to recess, at 10: 40 a. m., in room 226, Old House Office Build- 
ing, Hon. Francis E. Walter presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Francis E. Walter, 
sernard W. Kearney, Donald L. Jackson, and Charles E. Potter. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas W. 
Beale, Sr., assistant counsel; Donald T. Appell, investigator; John 
W. Carrington, clerk; and A. S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. W aLrer. The committee will come to order, 

Mr. Tavenner, who is the first witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Thomas X. Dombrowski, will you come for- 
ward, please ? 

Mr. Water. Mr. Dombrowski, will you raise your right hand, 
please ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you give before this com- 
mittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Domerowskt. I do. 

Mr. Waurer. Are you represented by counsel ? 


TESTIMONY OF THOMAS X. DOMBROWSKI, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, DAVID REIN 


Mr. Domprowsktr. Yes: I am. 

Mr. Watrer. Counsel will identify himself for the record. 

Mr. Ret. David Rein, R-e-i-n, 711 Fourteenth Street NW. 

Mr. Water. The subcommittee designated by the chairman to 
conduct this hearing, consisting of Messrs, Frazier, Kearney, Potter, 
Jackson, and Walter, are present with the exception of Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Dombrowski, will you state your full name, 
please ¢ ; 

Mr. Domrrowskt. Thomas X. Dombrowski. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you used any name other than the name of 
Thomas X. Dombrowski ? 

Mr. Domprowsktr. I have. 

Mr. TAvenner. What is it? 
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Mr. Domsrowskt. Thomas X. Dombey. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. D-o-m-b-e-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state the circumstances under which you 
have used the two names? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes. I was doing graduate work in Ohio State 
University, in Columbus. T had been separated from any activities 
in the Polish community for so many years that I found difficulties 
with my name, and I legally changed it to Dombey and later changed 
it back to Dombrowski. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time did you use the name 
Thomas X. Dombey ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. A matter of about 4 or 5 years I would say 
roughly. : ; 

Mr. Tavenner. From when, until when? 

Mr. Dombrowski. From about 1936 or 1937 to about 1939 or 1940. 

Mr. Counsel, just one moment. I don’t know the procedures. I 
have a statement here I would like to present to the body. 

Mr. Warrer. A statement? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes. 

Mr. Watrer. You may file it, and we will make it a part of the 
record if we see fit to do so. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Drombrowski ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I was born on February 7, 1914, in Pittsburg, Pa. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I reside in Detroit, 5546 MacDougall. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Detroit? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, with an interruption of about 2 years, I 
have lived there since 1939. 

Mr. Tavenner. What 2 years were you not a resident of that 
community ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. From the latter part of 1946 to the latter part of 
1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you reside during that 2-year period? 

Mr. Domrrowskt. In Columbus, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1939, where did you reside? 

Mr. Domprowskt. In New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. And for how long a period did you live in New 
York? 

Mr. Domprowskt. About a vear. 

Mr. Tavenner. That would be for the year 1939, or 1938? 

Mr. Domrrowskt. It would be the end of 1938 to the middle of 1939, 
approximately. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1938, where did you reside? 

Mr. Domprowskr. At that time, I lived in Cleveland for about 2 
years. 

' Mr. Tavenner. Will you outline for the committee, please, your 
edneational training? 

Mr. Domrrowsktr. Well, I finished grammar and high school in 
(eveland, Ohio, attended a business college for the period of a foot- 
hall season, transferred then to Ohio University in Athens, Ohio, and 
‘nving that period I transferred to Cleveland, to Western Reserve 
University. and then back to Ohio University, where I got my under- 
vraduate degree. 
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Then I received a traveling fellowship which took me to Poland to 
the University of Cracow and the University of Warsaw. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the spelling of the first university that 
vou attended in Poland ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. C-r-a-c-o-w. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you go to Poland for that purpose ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. In the spring of 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated you went there under a fellowship ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. That is right. 

Mr. ‘TAvenner. What was the fellowship ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. The Kosciuszko Foundation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell that ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I will try. K-o-s-c-i-u-s-z-k-o Foundation. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Will you proceed! You were stating 
what your educational training had been. 

Mr. Domprowskt. That is right. Then I returned to the States and 
did graduate work at the Ohio State University. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that year / 

Mr. Domprowskt. That was one term in one year and another term 
in the following year. It would probably be 1936 and 1937, 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. That completed my education. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. Editor. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been an editor ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Well, I started off as a reporter for about 5 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us put the question this way, please: Will you 
state what your record of employment or your professional career has 
been since you completed your education / 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, I worked on promotional work for the 
Great Lakes Exposition in °36 and “37. I worked as a social worker 
in the city of Cleveland for about a year, 387-38. Then I worked for 
the World’s Fair Exposition in New York until I left New York. 
When I left New York I got employment at the paper where I am 
now editor. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what was that date? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I got employment there in the latter part of 
*39, the fall of *39. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what paper is it that you are the editor of ¢ 

Mr. Domerowskt. Glos Ludowy, People’s Voice, G-l-o-s 
L-u-d-o-w-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information, Mr. Dombrowski, 
that there is located in Hamtramck a rather large union in the auto- 
mobile industry, specifically the Dodge plant. You are acquainted 
with that fact, are you not? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is your work principally located in Hamtramck? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Ne; it is not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has your work been centered in the past principally 
in Hamtramek ¢ 

Mr. DomsBrowskt. No; it has not. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your association or your work in 
Hamtramck ?¢ 
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oe 


Mr. Domprowskt. Well, as part of the activities on the paper | 


cover all scenes and events of any importance everywhere of interes 
to Polish Americans in this country. That is the major occupatior 
as far as my work was concerned. In my extracurricular activities, | 
have run for office in the city of Hamtramek. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Well, is your place of residence in Hamtramck ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. It is not. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you have run for office in Hamtramek ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. When I was a resident of Hamtramck. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of years were you a resident of 
Hamtramck ? 

Mr. Dombrowski. From 1946 back about 5 years; from 1941, 01 
early 1942, probably 1941, until 1946, [ was a resident of Hamtramek 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the publication with which you are connected 
located in Hamtramek ? 

Mr. Domerowskt. It is not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been connected with a publicatio: 
which was located in Hamtramek ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Never to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Dombrowski, in the course of the committee’ 
investigation, information has been received Indicating that you took 
part ina number of meetings held in Detroit, and I want to ask vou 
about ‘your participation in some of them and the character of the 
business transacted in those meetings. There was, according to the 
committee's information, a meeting held at Yeman’s Hall on June 
14, 1940, in the city of Detroit. 

According to information in the files of this committee, you spok 
at this meeting and referred to President Roosevelt and others as 


“the real fifth columnists.” You were reported, in effect, as stating 
that Roosevelt and the warmongers were howling that this country 
had no defenses, and it is reported that vou concluded your speech or 
that occasion by asking the people fo support the only democracy, 


communism, 

Did you appear at that meeting and make the remarks attributed 
to vou?t 

Mr. Domprowskr. As a matter of fact, going back to 1940, J spoke 
so frequently, so often, and so many places, that I couldn't say one way 
or the other whether [ did or not. I may have. As to the remarks, 
I don’t know who the reporter was. — It doesn’t sound as if some of the 
remarks could have been credited to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which of the remarks could not have been credited 
to you correctly ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. Well, as a matter of fact, practically the totality 
of it. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Well, “pract ically si Be a little more specific, if you 
will. 

Mr. Domprowskr. If you will read them over again, maybe [I can 
recall, 

Mr. Tavenner. The subject under discussion was exposing the fifth 
columnists in this country. This was June the 14th, 1940. You were 
alleged to have referred to President Roosevelt in that connection, and 
others in Washington, as the “real fifth columnists.” 
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Mr. Domprowskt. Offhand I would say, to the best of my recollec- 
tion, | probably would not have said such a thing. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What did you say ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. As I said, I made enough speeches then that if 
you asked me specifically about a speech made in the last part of the 
vear and asked me what I said, 1 would have difficulty to—— 

' Mr. Tavenner. Did that express vour view and opinion at that 
time / 

Mr. Domprowski. As to the question of Roosevelt and the fifth 
column, it did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your position in the days of the Hitler 
Stalin pact with reference to aid by the United States to Eneland, 
lend-lease aid 4 

Mr. Domprowskt. | don't know what bearing it has on the hearing 
here to go into details of what Lmight have said in 140, 12 vears ago. 
[ don’t see the need for it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, will vou answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. What is the question again ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. The question is whether or not you opposed, during 
the Hitler-Stalin pact, the granting of lend-lease aid to Britain, 

Mr. Domprowskt. I] may have. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Well, didn’t you? 

Mr. Domprowskt. In 1940, June Lith? IT can’t say positively. 

Mr. Tavenner. Regardless of the specific date, didn’t you publicly 
criticize the foreign policy of the United States in the granting of 
lend-lease aid to Britain ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes. I remember I publicly fought for years 
for the principle of collective security, and I believed it lay in the 
best interests of this country that this principle of collective security 
be brought to life in actuality. And as the events unfolded in that 
particular period, during the period of the phony war, during the 
period when every effort was being made to change the war from a 
war against Hitlerism to a war against the Soviet Union and othe 
democracies, I felt at that time that it was incorrect to support any 
program which would eventually enable us to fight on the side of the 
Nazis. 

Mr. Wavrer. Did I understand you correctly to describe the Soviet 
Union as a democracy ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskr. Yes. 

Mr. Waurer. You think that the Soviet Union is a democracy ? 

Mr. Domerowsk1. Yes. You may have an opinion. You laugh 
about it. Your opinion may differ from mine. But my opinion is 
that. 

Mr. Wavrer. I am only thinking of concentration camps and slave 
labor. 

Mr. Domerowskr. There are concentration Camps being built in 
the United States, Mr. Walter, I believe your name is. 

Mr. W ALTER. Where ? Where are they / 

Mr. Domerowskt. Oh, in Tule, or the former Japanese camp, and 
other places. Don't you read the newspapers ¢ 

Mr. Wavrrr. T know what vou say is not true, 
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Mr. Domerowskt. If you wish, 1 can quote some newspapers for 
you. I have some in my files. The Attorney General, of course, has 
indicated they were being built. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And I understand you did publicly oppose and en 
ergetically oppose lend-lease aid to Britain during the Stalin-Hitle: 
Pact, from your statement. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, I would make one modification. Tl 
Stalin-Hitler Nonaggression Pact, if you don’t mind, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course, there have been many interpretations as 
to what that was. 

Mr. DompBrowskt. Surely, and everybody is justified in believing in 
his own, I imagine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, on July 12, 1941, according to the informa. 
tion of the committee, there was a meeting of the Communist Party of 
North Detroit held in the rear of the Davidson & MacDougall Market. 
You were reported as having made a speech in the Polish language, at 
which you related at this meeting the successes of the Red Army. And 
you were reported as saying: 

We must work. We must unite. We must produce. And we must petition the 
vreat President of the United States to send immediate aid to the Soviet Union 
and to England. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t recall that particular meeting, as I said 
before, but I can recall the position I adopted at that time, which I felt 
was correct. And eventually, as you know, the majority of the Ameri- 
can people felt the same way. It was necessary to produce. The 
character of the war had changed. It was no longer a question of the 
possibility of transforming this war into a war that would be harmful 
to the interests in the future of the United States. At that time I did 
take a position calling for the utmost expenditure of energy to produce 
for victory. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did the character of the war change? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. The character of any war changes when some- 
thing decisive happens. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was on the 22d day of June of that year; 
was it not? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When Germany attacked Russia? 

Mr. Domprowskt. That is right. And I think you will agree it was 

decisive change. 

Mr. Tavenner. You violently opposed the President of the United 
States and referred to him as one of a warmonger group until that 
occurred, and then afterwards, immediately afterwards, you desired to 
petition “the great President of the United States” to intervene. 

Mr. Domprowski. Well, when I am driving down the street in the 
daytime, and night comes, I turn on the lights. I adjust myself to the 
new circumstances in which I find myself. 

At that time a major change had taken place in the character of the 
war, and that change, I think, came out to the benefit of the United 
States and the American people, and as such 1 was doing the kind of 
job that I felt, as I always had done, would serve the American people 
best. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the difference in the Fascist war with 
Germany was conducting on the 21st of June and that which it con- 
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ducted on the 22d of June, other than to have a new enemy, the Soviet 
Union ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. The difference lay in the following fact: That 
when Hitler decided to attack the Soviet Union, the basic character 
of the entire struggle had changed, to this extent, that wherein the 
Soviet Union had signed a nonagression pact with Hitler at that period 
of time, due entirely to the machinations and efforts by many of the 
same elements who in this country had tried to provoke another war, 
the Soviet Union—excuse me. I get interrupted a little when these 
gentlemen flash their bulbs. 

When you get through, I will talk. 

(Addressing news photographers. ) 

When he invaded the Soviet Union at that time, he created condi- 
tions which irrevocably made it impossible for him to win the war pro- 

vided the Allies could remain united. And I think the best proof of 
that situation lies in the fact that almost immediately on that eve, 
even those like Winston Churchill who had been conniving to see what 
could be done about changing the direction of the war, began to realize 
that here was the first opportunity, after a couple of years of very 
serious bombardment of London and other English communities, 
British communities, and they too decided that they would accept, 
in fact, the proposal that the Soviets had been making for so many 
years, a proposal that I had for many years advocated myself, that of 
collective security. And the fact remains that here, too, in the United 
States, we recognized the changed character of the war and we also 
adopted a position similar to the one that I took. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the Communist Party line at that time changed 
just at the same time that you changed in your views. That is correct; 
is it not ? ‘ 

Mr. Domerowski. This is one of those questions where it is difficult 
to answer without indicating some afliliation or association with the 
Communist Party. Suppose I put it this way. Those were my beliefs, 
sincerely and honestly arrived at, which I worked out on the basis of 
my experience and background. 

Mr. Tavenner. And did you appear at the Communist Party meet- 
ing referred to on July 12, 1941, and express there your conviction and 
your views / 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I haven't the slightest idea. As I said before, 
when you start selecting dates many years ago, you confuse me by 
asking me about the date s of my last tour in this country. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, let us put the question this way: Did you 
attend Communist Party meetings soon after June 22, 1941, and 
express,the views that you have just spoken of / 

Mr. Domprowskt. I attended many kinds of meetings. I didn’t 
question the character of the sponsors in particular, if they were for 
the welfare and benefit of this country. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, please / 

Mr. Domprowskt. I do not remember whether I did or did not at 
that time attend the Communist meeting. 

Mr. Warrer. Were you a Communist in 1941, Mr. Dombrowski ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of 
my rights guaranteed under the fifth amendment of the Constitution 


and the Bill of Rights. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Dombrowski, during the course of the hearing 
conducted by this committee in Detroit, there appeared as a witness a 
person by the name of Wayne Salisbury. Mr. Salisbury testified 
that he had attended a meeting at the Communist Political Association 
on July 22, 1945, and he mentioned your name in connection with that 
meeting. Mr. Salisbury was asked this question: 

Mr. Salisbury, on July 22, 1945, did you attend a State convention of the 
Communist Political Association held in Detroit, Mich., at 114 Erskine Street? 

Mr. Satispury. Yes. I accompanied Fay McDonald, another delegate to this 
meeting. The meeting was opened at 9:55 a. m., by Bill McKie. 

The first order of business was the nomination for the chairman of the morning 
session. Those nominated were: Jerry Boyd, Nat Ganley, William McKie, Mau 
rice Cook, Hoke Higdon, and Paul Boatin. 

All declined to McKie. The motion was made to accept McKie, and he was 
nominated, Nominated as secretary for the convention were: Tom Dombrowski ; 
Jerry Boyd; Nelson Davis; Laurie Kelly; Mattie Woodson; and a man named 


Showerman. 
Jerry Boyd accepted the nomination. Al] others declined and Mr. Boyd was 


nominated, 

Nominations were accepted for membership for the rules committee. Cor 
mittee delegates were nominated, and 14 accepted. The following accepted nom- 
inations to the rules committee: Laurie Kelly, Midtown Club; Shapiro, South 
field: Bob Washington, First Congressional District; Helen Allison, Midtown 
Club; Paul Endicott, Midtown Club; Paul Henley, Midtown Club; Hoke Higdon, 
Muskegon; Tom Dombrowski, Hamtramck; a man named Campbell from Bet 
Davis Club; James Widmark, Flint; Fred Field, Grand Rapids, 

Were you elected to the rules committee of that convention ? 

Mr. Dompbrowsk1. I refuse to answer under my rights under the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend that convention as a delegate / 

Mr. DompBrowskt. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at that time, July 22, 1945, a mem 
the Communist Political Association / 

Mr. DompBrowskt. I refuse to answer, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kearney. If you were not a member of the Communist Political 
Association at that time, would you so answer ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, I would not. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a copy of the Daily Worker, Septembe: 
19, 1940. On page 5 appears an article datelined Detroit, Septembe: 
18. Will vou read the last paragraph of that article, please, sir? The 
last paragraph which is underscored 4 

Mr. Dombrowski. The paragraph you have asked me to read say 
the following: 


ber ot 


Tomorrow night an election rally will be held for Thomas Dombrowski, Com 
munist candidate for Congress, at Croatian Hall, 1131 East Kirby Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a candidate for Congress in the electio 
referred to? 

Mr. Domerrowskt. T claim my privilege under the fifth amendment 

Mr. Tavennenr. I desire to file a photostatie copy of the issue of th 
Daily Worker of September 19,°1940, and ask that it be marked 
“Dombrowski Exhibit No. 1.” It is actually a photostatie copy of 
page v. 

Mr. Watrer. Would not the best evidence of that fact be the papel 
filed in order to obtain the nomination ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, the best proof of it would be the official petition 
for his candidacy. 
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Mr. Waurer. Did you file such a petition / 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I will refuse to answer on the same grounds, sir. 

(Representative Charles E. Potter left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

(The photostat referred to Was marked “Dombrowski Iexhibit 
No. 1.” 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a handbill advertising a rally for defense 
held at Yemans Hall, O14 Yemans Avenue, IF riday, December 12, 
1941, on which handbill a person by the name of Thomas X. Dom 
browski is identified as the Hamtramck organizer of the Conmmiunist 
Party. 

Have you seen that bandbill before, or a similar handbill ¢ 

Mr. Domrrowskt. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Kearney. Were you running for Congress at that time 

Mr. Domerowskt. I claim my privilege under the fifth amendment 
and the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. WALTER. Have you been a candidate for ¢ ‘ongress at any time 
on any party ticket, without specifying which one / 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I claim my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Were vou ever elected as a Member to Congress / 

Mr. Domerowskt. I think you have the records, gentlemen. 

Mr. Kearney. I did not ask you that. 

Mr. Domerowsk1. Obviously not. 

Mr. Wacrer. Well, now, the question I asked you was whether or 
not vou had ever been a candidate for Congress, without mentioning 
the party in which you were a candidate. Why do you feel that you 
might be incriminated to admit that you had been a candidate fon 


Congress ( 


Mr. DompBrowskt. Well, sir, engaging in a discussion on that point 
now may do exactly the thing that I claim immunity from. 

Mr. Warrer. I just did not know that anybody might expose them- 
selves to criminal prosec ution because they had been a candidate for 


Congress. 

Mr. Domerowskt. Everything 1s possible today. 

Mr. Water. I think we will recess at this time, Mr. Tavenner, for 
about 20 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 11:50 a, m., a recess was taken until 12:02 p. 
Representat ives Francis Ek. Walter, Bernard W. Kearney, and * abe iI 
L. Jackson were present. ) 

Mr. Wavrer. Proceed. Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. seeinagpinte gar I desire to offer in evidence the 
flyer which T handed to you, and ask that it be marked “Dombrowski 
Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Warrer. It will be marked and received. 

(The flyer referred to was marked “Dombrowski Exhibit No, 2.” 
and made a part of the record. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. IT notice from this flver that the proposed meeting 
is called a rally for defense. The spr akers are advertised is Pat 
Toohey, state secretary of the Communist Party, who was speaking 
English and Russian, and Thomas X. Dombrowski. Hamtramek or 
ganizer of the Communist Party, “who will speak in Polish.” 

Did Mr. Pat ‘Toohey speak at that meeting, to vour knowledge / 

Mr. Domerowskt. I think previously I indicated that I would claim 
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my rights under the fifth amendment in relation to that particular 
exhibit. I still do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Pat Toohey ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I also exercise my right under the fifth amend- 
ment on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. This flyer refers to you as the Hamtramck organ 
izer of the Communist Party. Were you the Hamtramck organ- 
izer of the Communist Party in in 1941? 

Mr. Domprowskt. The same answer as‘previously. I refuse to an 
swer on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I show you a copy of the Hamtramck News spapel 
called the Plain Dealer. The issue [hand you is that of June 25, 1943 
Page 4 is devoted to an advertisement of the Hamtramck Communist 
Party, and the name of Thomas X. Dombrowski appears thereon as 
the organizer. Will you examine it, please, and state whether or not 
you see there the statement that Thomas X. Dombrowski is the or 
ganizer of the Hamtramck Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. DompBrowskt. I see that statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you the Thomas X. Dombrowski referred to 
in that publication ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I refuse to answer under the rights guaranteed 
me under the fifth amendment. 

It is a good statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, if it is a good statement, did you make it, as 

ganizer of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Pardon ? 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated: “It is a good statement.” 

Mr. Domsrowskt. From a newspaperman’s point of view. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it a statement that you made as organizer of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds as previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a copy of the publication entitled “Good 
Neighbor.” Looking at the editorial page, which is page 2, it appears 
that the editor is Thomas X. Dombrowski. Will you examine it, 
please, and state whether or not you were the editor of that paper’ 

Mr. Dombrowskt. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does your name appear as the editor of that paper, 
on the editorial page ? 

Mr. Domerowski. There is a name which says “Thomas X. 
Dombrowski.” 

Mr. Tavenner, As editor? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Let me take a look at it again. 

It does so state here, “Editor, Thomas X. Dombrowski.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you the editor of that paper, as stated / 

Mr. Domprowskt. I refuse to answer, on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the paper again and state where 
it was published ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, the paper here says it was published 
Hamtramek, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what is the address? 

Mr. Domerowskt. The address here says 8014 Yemans Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Dombrowski, in your earlier testimony 





COMMUNISM IN THE DETROIT AREA 933 


you denied having been connected with a newspaper published in 
Hamtramck. 

Mr. Domerowskt. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you deny having any connection with Good 
Neighbor, published at Hamtramek, Mich. ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. I have already re fused to answer that question, 
sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. No; you have not refused to answer it, if you have 
already denied it. Do you have any explanation to make for your 
denial that you published the paper, or were connected with the 
paper in Hamtramck, Mich. ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. The only publication with which IT am employed 
and have been employed for years is the present paper, the Glos 
Ludowy, the People’s Voice, of Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the only newspaper with which you have 
been connected # 

Mr. Domprowsktr. By which I have been employed and have earned 
my living, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Oh, I am not asking you whether you were paid for 
your work or not. My question in the earlier part of the testimony 
was whether you were connected with the publication of any news- 
paper in Hamtramck, to which you replied “No.” 

Mr. Domerowskt. You raised the question of a publication that 
appears at regular intervals, and it was on that understanding that 
the question was originally answered. 

Mr. TavenNner. My question related to your connection with any 
publication. 

Mr. Waurer. In any capacity whatsoever. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Hamtramck; which you denied. Now I am 
handing you this copy of the Good Neighbor, which shows that you 
were the editor of that paper, published in Hamtramck. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And I ask you to state whether or not since seeing 
the paper you know that you were connected with the publication. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I indicated that I would claim under my rights 
under the fifth amendment in regard to that publication, and T still 
claim my rights under the fifth amendment as regards that publi- 
cation. 

And I would further add that insofar as the question of any other 
publications concerned in Hamtramck, I will also claim, and claim, 
my immunity, under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You claim immunity now, but in your earlier testi- 
mony you denied ever having been afliliated with a publication in 
Hamtramck. 

Now. do you desire to change that statement ? 

Mr. Domrrowskr. Well, I think that I made it very clear asto what I 
consider being connected with a publication. 

At that time you were asking me my employment record, and I 
answered my employment record truthfully. I have never been 
employed by anv other publication, have never been employed by any 
Hamtramck publication, and at that time, if I remember correctly, 
you were Sesaniog my employment record, and as such T answered 
truthfully. 
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Mr. Tavenner, Your answer would not have been truthful if you 
had been the editor of this publication, Good Neighbor, published in 
Hamtramek:; would it? 

Mr. Domerowskt. In the framework in which that question was 
posed previously, we were discussing my employment record, sir, if 
you will remember, and on the basis of my employment record, wher 
] had worked, and the continuation of those questions in that same 
spirit, and that is why I answered as I did. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Will you examine the masthead of the paper again 
and state by whom the paper is published, or was published ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. It states here the paper was published by the city 
committee, Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what is the date? 

Mr. Domprowskt. The date is April 1943. 

Mr. 'TAVEN NER. Does the masthead also reflect the address of the 
Hamtramck Communist Party as 3014 Yemans Avenue? 

Mr. Domprowskt. All I see here is the address, 3014 Yemans Ave 
nue. What it reflects depends on who is looking at it. L imagine. 

Mr. Tavenner. What does it mean to you / 

Mr. Domprowskt. That apparently the address on this publication 
was 3014 Yemans Avenue, city of Hamtramek. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Was that the address of the Communist Party of 
Hamtrarinck ¢ 

Mr. Dompsrowskt. It may have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you know whether it was or not, don’t you? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I claim my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the publicat ion in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Dombrowski Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Warrer. Mark it and it will be received. 

(The publication was marked “Dombrowski Exhibit No. 3” and 
made a part of the record.) 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. At the bottom of the front page of Dombrowski 
exhibit No. 3 is an advertisement for a meeting at Yemans Hall, 5014 
Yemans Avenue, held under the auspices of the Hamtramck Commu- 
nist Party. It is entitled “Unity for Victory Rally” and there appears 
this language: 

Hear Thomas X. Dombrowski, Pat Toohey, Michigan secretary, Communist 
Party, Russian and Ukrainian speakers, expose the fifth-column attempt to split 
this unit. 

Did vou engage as a speaker at that meeting? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I refuse to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you the person referred to as Thomas X. Dom- 
browski in that statement ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I refuse likewise under the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the report on the American Slav Congress and 
associated organizations released by this committee on June 26, 1949, 
this statement appears at page 71: 

Two men who have been responsible for directing the policy of Glos Ludowy are 
avowed members of the Communist Party, United States of America, high in the 
party hierarchy One of these men is Thomas X. Dombrowski, editor of Glos 
Ludow\ 
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(Representative Donald L. Jackson returned to the hearing room 
at this point.) 

Mr. Tavenner. You have stated the period of time during which 
you were editor. I believe you stated ic was from about 1936, did you 
not ? 

Mr. DompBrowskt. No. I said I started employment in the latter 
part of 1939 and became editor sometime in the forties—the early 
forties. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know when Glos Ludowy was first pub 
lished ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well. it has a record of 29 vears of existence In 
one form or another. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How is it financed at the present time ? 

Mr. Dombrowsk1. It is financed by advertising, subscriptions, dona 
tions, miscellaneous income. 

Mr. ‘TAvenNerR. What ts the character of the donations that you 
received ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. Readers very frequently donate funds to the 
newspaper, annually. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has the publication received any contributions o1 
donations from the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. D IMBROWSKI. Well. we have received in the span ot vears that 
I have been working there contributions from various or@anizations. 
from various rallies, so that I would not offhand be able to state defi 
nitely and concretely whether at one time or another specifically a 
Communist Party rally or something had not donated funds to this 
paper. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Do you mean to state to the committee that you do 
not know whether the Communist Party 

Mr. Domerowskt. I said it was very possible at one time or anothet 
they may have. And when you say “Communist Party,” that incorpo 
rates a very wide field in terms of Communist Party organization. I 
assume vou are aware of it. 

I said there may have been a rally sponsored from which part of 
the proceeds | don't recall offhand any such rally. Certain of the 
readers of the paper, who may or may not have been Comm inists, 
have donated funds to the paper, I mean to say, just to make Myst lf 
clear. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have vou received contributions from the IWO, 
the Tite rhat ional Workers’ ( rder 4 

Mr. DomMBRoWSsKI Well, the Same answer applies here. There are 
various lodges of the IWO who may have at one time or another sent 
us a donation because of he fact that we publicized their meetings 
ind other material. 

Mr. Tavenner. But in the case of the Communist Party, you don’t 
know ? 

Mr. DoweROWSKTI. There may have been. I thought | mace it very 
clear that I could not state definitely that it had not been. It is very 
possible. 

Mr. Tavenner. And do vou state that von do not have any actual 
knowledge of contributions by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Offhand. to be very specific about any actual cor 
tribution from any Communist Party, I don’t. At the moment, 1 
can't. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any contribution made by an) 
organization ¢ 

Mr. Domerowskt. They come in every year. We probably get tw. 
or three thousand contributions from readers and organizations i: 
groups of people and affairs and parties. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your exact position with the paper? 

Mr. Domprowskr. Editor of the paper. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Your salary is paid in part from the contribution 
that are made to the paper ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I am paid wholly by the newspaper for which | 
work. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have not examined the list of contributors to thy 
point where you are able to designate any contributor to your paper / 

Mr. Domsrowskt. As a matter of fact, there is a business office whic! 
handles that, and we have problems enough without getting into tli 
books of the institution to find out which specific group or othe: 
had given the donation. 

Mr. Wavrer. Is a record kept of those donations / 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, of course, under the laws of the State of 
Michigan, under which we function, and the Federal laws, records ari 
kept. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Are you intending to state that you have neve: 
examined that list of contributors? 

Mr. Domerowsk1. Well, we publish in the paper about every mont! 
a listing of the donations that are offered that paper. It is public in 
formation. If you were to ask me specifically to name one organiza 
tion or one institution which as of any certain date has given an) 
funds, I could not answer that, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you publish a list of all the contributors ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. All the contributors. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have there been contributions from the Poloni 
Society of the International Workers’ Order / 

Mr. Domprowskt. [imagine various lodges may have sent in fund 
And it would have been indicated in the reports, which are made pub 
lic, over the span of approximately a month, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who is the head of the administrative work of your 
paper ¢ 

Mr. Domesrowskt. A chap by the name of Ben Kocel, K-o-c-e-l. He 
is the office manager. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the last name? 

Mr. Domprowskr. K-o-c-e-]. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is your paper, the Glos Ludowy, printed by its ow 
presses / 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the arrangement for printing ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. We have a print shop, where we take the paper to. 
They set it and print it for us, for which we pay them. It is a sep 
arate institution. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the name of that? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Chene, C-h-e-n-e, Printing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where it is located ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. In the city of Detroit ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the address, please ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. 5856 Chene Street. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name? 

Mr. Domerowsk1. C-h-e-n-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether the contributions that are 
made to your paper are tax-exempt / 

Mr. Domprowskt. I assume that they aren't. I don’t think the 
question was ever raised by any of the donors, to my knowledge. I 
am not clear on that. 

Mr. Warrer. Do you have fourth class mailing privileges? 

Mr. Domerowskt. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know who printed the paper, Good Neigh- 
bor, a copy of which was exhibited to you a few moments ago? 

Mr. Domprowskt. In view of the fact that I have refused to answer 
any questions regarding the Good Neighbor, I will stick to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you afliliated with an organization known as 
the Unity Press? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever held a position or been employed 
by the Unity Press? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I have not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where is the Unity Press located ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowskt. The Unity Press was the organization that pre- 
ceded the present Chene Printing. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was it succeeded by the present Chene Print- 
ing / 

Mr. Dombrowski. Within the last year or so, I would say. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can't you be more specific than that ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, because my associations with it were simply 
from the point of view of a customer to an institution where we printed 
our publication. I would say approximately a year ago; maybe a 
couple of months less, or a couple of months more. I offhand can’t 
remember, 

Mr. Tavenner. Who is the head of Chene Printing ? 

Mr. Domerowskr. It is an incorporated institution which has its 
board of directors and officers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who is the president ? 

Mr. Dompbrowskr. I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the head of Unity Press ? 

Mr. DompBrowskt. What do you mean by the head of the Unity 
Press? 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it a corporation ? 

Mr. Domprowsk!. Yes, it was a corporation, a nonprofit corpora- 
tion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was its president ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t recall who was its president. I thought 
[ indicated very clearly that our relationships with Unity Press were 
business relationships; so that I can’t go into the details of the internal 
functionings of the Unity Press, or the Chene Printing at the moment. 
It isa business institution with which we deal. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you don’t know the name of the president of 
the corporation with which you have been dealing in the printing of 
your paper ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. There is an office manager to whom we present 
the jobs, from whom we receive the bills, to whom we pay by check, 
all duly recorded. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Who is the office manager? 

Mr. DOMBROWSKI. A wotiah, Mrs. Alice Kocel, 

Mr. Tavenner. Is she the wife of Ben Kocel # 

Mr. Dombrowskt. I guess so. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Well, you know, don’t you ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes, I guess she is. 

Mr. Wacrer. Is she the office manager for Unity Press also / 

Mr. Domprowskr. No. , 

Mr. Tavenner. So, actually, you have the wife of the oflice man 
ager of your company, who was the manager of Unity Press? 

Mr. DombBrowskt. She is, ves. 

Mr. Tavenner. And she is the office manager of Chene Printing / 

Mr. Domrrowskt. Chene Printing, ves. There is nothing unusual! 
about a wite being employed also, is there ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, but it is a very close association. 

Mr. Domerowskt. Yes. Wife-husband is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which it seems vou ought to have known considera 
ble about. 

Mr. Domrrowskr. Personally, I don’t enter into the lives of indi 
viduals for the sake of being able to appear later and incicate any 
facts about them. Ihave my own concerns. I have the publication t 
worry about. 

Mr. Jackson. In whom is vested ownership of the publication wit] 
which you are associated / 

Mr. Domprowsxt. [t isa partnership consisting of three people. 
Mr. Jackson. Who are they i 

Mr. Domrrowsktr. I am one of them. Mr. V. W. Kucharski. K-u 
h-a-r-s-k-1, is another one. And Amelia Doezkal D-o-c-z-k-a-l, 
Mr. Taverner. Who determines the editorial policy of your paper 
Mr. Domrrowskl, The eclitorial board. 

Mr. Tavi NNER, And ot whom is the board compo ect / 

Mr. Domerowskr. It is composed of the gentleman IL referred to, 
Mr. Kucharski, myself, and the emplovees. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not the magazine, Good 
Neighbor, was printed by Unity Press / 

Mr. Domprowskr. Well, I will revert to the same answer as I men 
tioned before relating to the Good Neighbor. I will rest under my 


eC 


rights under the fifth amendment. | 

Mr. Tavenner. I refer now to the April 1945 issue of the Good 
Neighbor }I bhient On, which has been introdu ec in ey dence as Don 
browski Exhibit No. 3. 

On page 2 there app irsthisstatement: 

Anyone who states that the Sovief Union threatens oland’s independet 
and integrity, helps the Polish-American Fuscists, the rican defeatists, a 
Goebbels, 

Did vou write that ? 

Mr. Domsrowskr. I refuse to answer, on the basis of the fifth amend 
ment, 

Mr. Tavenner. What I have read is taken from an article entitled 
“For Unity of United Nations for Polish Soviet Cooperation. Defeat 
Conspiracy Against Slav Unity,” which is referred to as a statement 
of the Communist Party of Michigan. 

Do I understand that you refuse on the ground that it might tend 
to incriminate you, to admit that you wrote that article? 
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Mr. DomMBROWSKI. Yes: I invoke the fifth amendment in this cuse 
also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with State Senator Stanley 
Nowak, former State Senator Stanley Nowak ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. Yes; I am acquainted with the former State 
senator. 

Mr. "TAVENNER. Was he a person known to you to be a member of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Dombrowski. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was not? Did 1] underst | you to say you did 
not know ? 

Mr. DompBrowskr. That is right. 

Mr. TAvenner. At the meeting at Yemans Hall, December 21, 1940, 
the Communist Party meeting, which meeting I referred to in the 
earlier part ot your testimony, you were reported as being a speaker. 
And you were reported as having explained the absence of Stanley 
Nowak, who was scheduled as a speaker at that meeting. Do you 
recall that / 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall having explained at any Communist 
Party meeting the absence of Stanley Nowak ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1r. No; I don’t recall. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Are you acquainted with George Kristolski ? 

Mr. Dombrowski. I claim privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Henry Podolski affiliated with your publica- 
tion, Glos Ludowy Y 

Mr. Domprowskt. I claim the constitutional right. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was the editor, formerly the editor, of your 
publication, was he not ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I claim privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you acquainted with John Zydok, Z-y-d-o-k, 
an assistant man: iger of the Workers’ C ooper: itive Restaurant in Ham- 
tramek / 

Mr. Domprowskt. I claim my privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a copy of the Michigan School of Social 
Science catalog for the spring term of April 28 through June 23, 1950, 
and I will ask you to look at the bottom of page 5 and state what it 
shows with reference to a course being conducted by a person by the 
name of Thomas X. Dombrowski. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. The entire paragraph, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. Just describe the course generally. 

Mr. Domprowsk1 (reading) : 

The World Today: A survey of current problems. The struggle for peace 

s the urgent international issue. Is world war IIT inevitable?) Can world peace 
be preserved by the U. N.?—world government ?—United States foreign policy? 
What is the role of the Soviet Union, new European democracies, China, in world 
peace camp? The meaning of “total diplomacy” of the Truman administration 
New developments in Viet Namh, Africa, and Indonesia. 

Mr. Tavenner. And who is listed as the person who conducted that 
course 2 

Mr. Domerowskt. Listed here as instructor is Thomas X. Dom- 
browski. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you the person referred to? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you examine the catalog again and read 
the names of the board of directors and the other instructors ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. It says here: 

Board of directors: Christopher C. Alston, Nat Ganley, James E. Jackson, Jr 
William McKie, Fred Williams. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, just a moment. Do you know any of those 
persons to be members of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I refuse to answer under my privilege under thi 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, then. Will vou name the members of the 
faculty ? 

Mr. DompBrowskt. I also refuse to answer that on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read those whose names appear as thi 
members of the faculty ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. They are not listed here separately. 

Mr. Tavenner. The executive director is named Ann Beiswenger. 
Were you acquainted with Ann Beiswenger / 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I refuse to answer, under the privilege of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Other instructors named are: Mary Bray, Robert 
Cummins, Lee Marsh, Ray Haskell, Christopher C. Alston, Tommy 
Dennis, Ann Beiswenger, William Allan, Nat Ganley, and Hugo 
Beiswenger. 

Were any of thosé persons known to you to be members of the Com 
munist Party / 

Mr. Domprowskt. I refuse to answer under the privileges of the 
fifth amendment. j 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand vou a flyer which is entitled “Exposed— 
Issued as a Public Service by the Michigan Committee for the Pro 
tection of Foreign Born.” I will ask you to examine it and state 
whether or not you are acquainted with the circumstances under 
which that flyer was issued. 

Mr. Dompsrowskr. I have seen this flver. 

Mr. TAavenNner. Are you acquainted with the circumstances unde 
which it was issued ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I refuse to answer on the basis of the fifth amend 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it again and state whether or 
not it was printed by the Unity Press ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. It does not so indicate here. It has “Label 37.” 

Mr. TavenNER. What is Label 37? What does it designate? What 
printing establishment ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. The print shop. 

Mr. Tavenner. What print shop / 

Mr. Domprowskt. Where it was printed. 

Mr. TavENNeR. Yes. Well, what print shop does that refer to ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, 37, I think, at one time was the number of 
the Unity Press. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then it indicates that the flyer was printed by tly 
Unity Press, does it not ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskr. Probably. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it the same number that the Chene Printing 


has now? 
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Mr. Domprowskt. It is not. 

Mr. Tavenner. What number does the Chene Printing Co. have / 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I don’t know. It isa union shop. 

Mr. Wavrer. Did you have anything to do with the composing 
of this flyer? 

Mr. Domprowskt. No, I had nothing to do with the issuance of 
that flyer. 

Mr. Watrer. I notice at the bottom it is stated : 

In Detroit alone the immigration authorities have started deportation pro 
ceedings against over 30 men and women. 

Was this Michigan Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born 
protesting against deportation proceedings ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. That is a question you can direct to the Michigan 
Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born. 

Mr. Wavrer. I am asking you the question. 

Mr. Domerowskt. IT assume that is one of its functions. 

Mr. Watrer. To prevent or to attempt to prevent deportation / 

Mr. Domerowskt. If it so says and is signed by them, I assume that 
is their position. 

Mr. Water. That is a startling thing to me, because after all. aliens 
are deported after they have committed two felonies, two crimes in- 
volving moral turpitude, andl have assumed that no committee would 
attempt to prevent the deportation of that type of alien. 

Mr. Dombrowski. Well, you are selecting a certain type of alien 
subject to deportation. 

Mr. Wavrer. No, they are selecting only criminals, only those who 
have on two occasions been convicted of crimes involving moral turp! 
tude. 

Mr. Domprowskt. The classification “deportation” includes others, 
too; not only those guilty of moral turpitude. 

Mr. Waurer. Well, what others ¢ 

Mr. Dombrowskt. Well, I have been aware in my newspaper cov- 
erage 

Mr. Wavrer. Ship jumpers and stowaways, people who are illegally 
in the United States / 

Mr. Domerrowskt. That is right. 

Mr. Warrer. That is all. 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Oh, no: I have covered hearings wherein there 
is no question of moral turpitude involved and no question of jump 
ing ship involved. 

Mr. Waurer. What have been the grounds in the hearings that you 
have attended, for deportation ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskr. Some of them, membership in the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Wavrer. Oh, and vou do not think that aliens who are members 
of an organization whose purpose it is to overthrow this Government 
should be removed from this country. Isthat what your Lege ion is/ 

Mr. Domprowskt. No: IT didn't say anything of th: at sort, 

Mr. Wavrer. Tam asking you if that is your position. 

Mr. Domrrowskt. It is not my position. 

Mr. WALTER. You think those people should be deported ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, vou enter in that question, a whole wide 
fielc of actis ity as to who Is voing to determine the situation. And l. 
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frankly speaking, do not want to get involved in an extensive discu 
sion here. 

Mr. Wavrer. Well, you have indicated to me that you r: ather thir 
that they are a preferred class of citizenry and ought to remain he 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I don’t know how. You didn’ vet it from whia 
IT said. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member or in any way affiliated with thi 
Michigan Committee for Protection of Foreign Born at this time, 
have you been affiliated with it in the past ? 

Mr. Domerowskt. I invoke my rights under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Have you ever been affilinted with the Ameri 
Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. The same, answer, for the same reason. 

Mr. ie yom Now. this flver gatig | handed you bears Clie 
Pp yhotogr: aph of tL person who testified at a de ‘portation hearing, a 
the flyer is in the nature of a warning, : Bee! states: 

All decent people are warned not to have any dealings with this stool pige« 

Did you play any part in counseling or advising or composing that 
flyer? 

Mr. DoMBROWSKI. I refuse to answer, on the basis of the right 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wavrer. Do you know the man whose picture appears on the 
flyer? 

Mr. Domrrowskr. I refuse to answer, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Wavrer. Did the man testify in de ‘portat ion proceedings / 

Mr. Domprowskt. As I recall, I wrote in the paper that he had. 

Mr. Waurer. And because he testified against an alien, he is charged 
with being a stool pigeon ; is that correct / 

Mr. Domprowskt. That is what it says there. 

Mr. Wavrer. Well, let me tell you something. ‘The aliens that I 
have come in contact with, and they are many because I happen to be 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, resent very much thi 
attempts mi ade by certain aliens to prevent simple justice from being 
done. ‘They feel that it is a reflection on all of them. And by at 
tempting to prevent justice from being done, in fact the organization 
engaged in that are making it very, very difficult for the decent law 
abiding pecple that we have extended a welcome to. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the flver in evidence and ask t] 
it be marked “Dombrowski Exhibit No. 4." 

Mr. Wavrer. It may be marked and received. 

(The flyer referred to was marked “Dombrowski Exhibit No. 4.” 
and madea part of the record.) 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you attend a convention of the Polish Nation 
Alliance held in B iffalo, WN. ¥.1n Septem be r of 1951 7 

Mr. Domprowskt. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were vou evicted twice from that convention under 
a motion to bar Reds and their sympathizers from the sessions ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Once, actually. The first time they attempted 
the eviction, I wasn’t there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, were vou at that time a member of the Cor 
munist Party / 

Mr. Domprowskt. I refuse to answer, as [ have on previous oc 
sions. on the basis of my rights under the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Domprowsx1. The same answer, for the same reason. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You have told us about your trip to Poland in 
1935, and you stated that while there you attended the Crackow Uni- 
versity. I probably am not pronouncing that correctly. 

Mr. Dombrowski. The correct pronunciation is “Crahkoof.” 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in Poland on that occasion. 

Mr. Dombrowski. About 5 or 6 months, if I recall correctly. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long a period of time were you in attendance 
at school there ¢ 

Mr. Domprowskt. Well, practically for the whole period that I 
was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make an application for a passport to 
Poland in 1945? 

Mr. Domprowskr. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you visit Poland at that time ? 

Mr. Dombrowskt. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you later have your passport renewed ? 

Mr. Domerowsxt. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Domerowskt. In the beginning of 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose in asking for the renewal 
of your passport ¢ 

Mr. Domrrowsk1. Well, I went there for two reasons. I was help- 
Ing to write a book; and to visit my relatives, and to use my position 
as a journalist and gather materials. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our information is that you sailed from Poland 
on the Batory on June 18, 1948. How long did you remain in Poland 
at that time? 

Mr. Dombrowski. About 3 or 4 months, I think, just about 3 or 4 
months. 

Mr. Tavenner. While there, did you confer with Boleslaw Gebert ? 

Mr. Domerowsk1. I met him. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your purpose in meeting him ¢ 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. | had known him for some time. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long had you known Boleslaw Gebert ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Approximately—I had run into him off and on 
for the past 9 or 10 years, I imagine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you must have known him when he was in 
the United States. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. During what period of time did you know him in 
the United States? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Up to the time he left. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him as a functionary of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Domprowskt1. I will claim my privilege on that question, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. While in Poland on this trip, did you meet Henry 
Podolski? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Henry Podolski was still in 
the United States at that time? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I know he was not in Poland at that time. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, had you discussed your trip to Poland wit! 
Henry Podolski before you left the United States? 

Mr. Domprowskxt. I discussed the trip with several people. 

Mr. Wa ter. Was he included among them? 

Mr. Domsrowsx1. He may have been. 

Mr. TavenNER. Well, was he? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I think he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, by that do you mean that you are satisfied 
that he was one of those that you conferred with about your trip t 
Poland? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. If you mean conferred with, talked to about, 
yes. 
Mr. Watrer. Is your passport still in existence? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. It is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Podolski known to you at that time as a mem 
ber of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. I refuse to answer that question, on the grounds 
of invoking the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has Henry Podolski been deported ? 

Mr. Domsrowsk1. Yes. He left voluntarily, it was announced. 
He was under order of deportation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the others that you conferred with with 
regard to your trip to Poland? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. The manager of the paper and the owner at that 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also confer with anyone in the Polish 
consulate office in Detroit? 

Mr. Domprowskt. Outside of getting my visa? I was within the 
region in which it functioned, so I applied for a visa and received it. 

{r. Watrer. What were the grounds for which this man was de- 
ported ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Oh, we had a hearing for a long time. I don’t 
recall the exact details, 

Mr. Watrer. What grounds were stated as the reason for th: 
deportation ? 

Mr. Domrprowskt. Well, it was a case that was heard and reheard 
And as a newspaperman, I followed it. And the actual grounds were, 
if I remember correctly, the allegation that he had been a member: 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Water. From the finding of the trial examiner, he took : 
appeal ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I think he did. 

Mr. Waurer. And the finding was sustained ? 

Mr. Domprowskr. I think it was. 

Mr. Watrer. And it went into the courts? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t think it did. 

Mr. Watrer. But you say there were hearings that took place for a 
long while. 

Mr. Domprowsxt. Oh, in the Immigration Department in the city 
of Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take any type of an educational cou 
or training in Poland when you went there in 1948? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Yes. It was known as Slovanics. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, tell us more about it, please. 





lem 


inds 


ced. 
with 
that 
lish 

the 


d it. 
de- 


COMMUNISM IN THE DETROIT AREA 3245 


Mr. Domprowskt. It dealt with Polish history, background, geog- 
raphy, language, similar things. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was this course given ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. It was given in two sections. One section at the 
University of Cracow and one section at the University of Warsaw. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who sponsored the course ¢ 

Mr. Dombrowski. The universities named. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the purpose for your going to Poland? 

Mr. Domprowsx1. Yes, I received this award, scholarship, fellow 
ship, upon my graduation, and left immediately thereafter. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am speaking now of 1948. 

Mr. Domerowskr. Oh, no. I had nothing on that score. I am 
thinking of the scholarship, that period of 1935. No, I took no courses 
whatsoever. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your trip in 1948 financed in any way by any 
organization or other persons ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. Yes, partly by the newspaper and partly from 
my own funds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive any financial support from other 
sources ? 

Mr. Domerowsxr. The only thing that might be termed financial 
support were the courtesies extended all newspaper men in Warsaw. 
For example, if a special meeting was being held some place, they 
would provide transportation and provide housing, and that was a 
common practice for all newspapermen. 

Mr. Watrer. In 1948, were all newspapermen admitted to Poland ? 

Mr. Domesrowsk1. Oh, yes. There were newspapermen from the 
New York Times. There was a body of 26 or 28 at that time in War- 
saw, foreign correspondents. 

Mr. TavenNNeER. Have you ever been employed at any time by the 
Polish Embassy in Washington ? 

Mr. Domerowskt. I will claim my immunity under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Water. Why do you feel that it might incriminate you to 
answer the question of whether or not you were employed by the 
Polish Embassy in Washington ? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. Well, if I answered your question, sir, I would 
be negating the question that I just refused to answer, in discussing 
the same question I refused to answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the working arrangement between 
you and officials of the present Polish Government for the publica- 
tion in your newspaper of propaganda emanating from Poland? 

Mr. Domerowski. The same arrangement we have with any other 
institutions in this country. We receive releases from various sources 
and if we deem it suitable to publish, we select the materials that we 
want to publish. 

Mr. Tavenner. Specifically, what is your arrangement with the 
consulate in Detroit ‘ 

Mr. DomeBrowskK1. Specifically the same arrangement that exists 
with other institutions that issue publicity and informational 
materials, 

Mr. Watrer. Do you receive releases from the French 
Government ¢ 
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Mr. Domprowskt. At one time or another we received releases fron 
various governments; not using them, because of the limitations o 
the newspaper, we canceled it and suggested they do not send it. W 


yt stacks from all over. 
Mr. Water. Actually, the only country not canceled was Poland 
was that not right / 

Mr. Domprowski. We happen to be a Polish-American publica 
tion, which has to gain whatever materials it can from whateve: 
sources it can. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you receive the U. 8. S. R. bulletin regularly ’ 

Mr. Dombrowski. Yes, we receive that, too. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you print excerpts from the bulletin ? 

Mr. Domprowski. Very rarely, sir, depending on the occasion an 
what the material is. 

Mr. WaALrTeErR. Why did you not cancel the information coming fron 
Russia, if you were a Polish newspaper ? 

Mr. Dompsrowsk1. For a very simple reason. Because of the rela 
tionships that exist. In fact, we receive bulletins from various othe: 
governments because of the relationships that exist that are ot 
interest. 

Mr. Water. Iron curtain countries? 

Mr. Dombrowski. Yes; other countries. 

Mr. Water. Would it be much easier to just use the Soviet 
releases ? 

Mr. Dompsrowsk1. We are not looking out for an easy way.. We 
have a paper to publish. 

Mr. Wa ter. You would not have to read all these others. You 
would have all the information, then. 

Mr. Domprowskt. We try to edit a good paper, which contains all 
points of view. 

Mr. Kearney. How many foreign correspondents did you say wer 
in Poland at that time? 

Mr. Dombrowski. It was either 26 or 28. It was one trainload 
I remember, because we were traveling one time, and got invitations 
to visit a city in Poland, and it was full house in one of these two en 
gine jobs, and since I associated with them in various social ways i1 
addition, there were 26 or 28, either one number or the other, I a 
certain, including my person. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you know how many there are now? 

Mr. Domsrowskt. I haven’t the slightest idea. 

Mr. Kearney. Are there 28? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I haven't the slightest idea. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us, please, if you know, whether t! 
Michigan Committee for Protection of Foreign Born is an affiliat 
of the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born?! 

Mr. Domprowskt. In view of the fact that I refused to answer ar 
questions relating to the Michigan Committee for the Protection « 
Foreign Born, I exercise this same right now. 

Mr. Tavenner. I failed to ask you whether or not Mr. Ben Koe 
who is the business manager of your paper, has any official connecti 
with Unity Press, or did have any official connection with it? 
1See pp. 3206-3211 for photographic reproduction of leaflet, Call to Mass Meeting 
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Mr. Domsrowsk1. I don’t know. I doubt it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he have any connection, or does he have any 
connection, with Chene Printing ? 

Mr. DompBrowskt. I doubt it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you know ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. I don’t know. 

Mr-jlavenner. Does Mrs. Kocel have any official connection with 
your paper ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. None whatsoever. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think that is all. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Warrer. Any questions? Mr. Potter ¢ 

Mr. Porrer. I note that in your publication you published an open 
letter to your Congressman, an able Member of Congress, which 
chastised him for not replying to a speech that was made on the floor 
by another: Member of Congress, and by the wording of your open 
letter, you intended to create an impression that Congressman 
Machrowicz was being anti-Semitic for not replying to the words of 
another Member of Congress. I am interested in knowing whether 
the open letter that you wrote was an effort to discredit Congressman 
Machrowiez as an individual, because of his anti-Communist position, 
or whether it was to discredit him because of his work on a committee 
to investigate the massacre in the Katyn Forest. Would you care 
to answer that question ? 

Mr. DomBrowskt1. Yes. Your interpretation as to intent is natu- 
rally your own 

The position of our paper was, has been, that it opposes any ex- 
pressions'of racism, anti-Semitism—or similar un-American doctrines 
wherever they are to be found. I, as a citizen, a voter in the first 
congressional district—and for your information, I have known Mr. 
Machrowicz for a long time, and we have spoken often from the same 
platform. For your information, I wrote that letter in the form of a 
petition to the Congressman, to get him to express his position on 
anti-Semitism. As you know, he answered me. I gave another letter 
fully explaining the intents and purposes. And it is the fact that the 
gentleman is also one of the prime movers behind the Katyn massacre, 
which is one of the great provocations that are being employed today 
to create a situation in which we whitewash the Nazis, in view of the 
policy of rearming West Germany. I think I refer there in that 
same open letter to his position on the Nuremberg trial, whether or not 
this Katyn business wasn’t just an introduction to whitewashing all 
of those guilty of the barbaric crimes that were tried at Nuremberg. 

Mr. Porter. In other words, you were fearful of the facts that this 
committee might bring out as to who was to blame for the Katyn 
massacre / 

Mr. Domerowsk1. I am not afraid of facts, sir. That isn’t what 
Lam fearing. This is an obvious provocation, which the Governments 
of France and Italy understood, and refused to permit that committee 
to conduct hearings, and even England told them they would have 
to hold those hearings behind closed doors. They didn’t want any 
part of a three-ringed circus like that. Those people knew too clearly 
what the Nazis were capable of doing to be bamboozled. 

Mr. Porrer. There are many distinguished Polish leaders in the 
United States who will disagree with you. 
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Mr. Domsrowskt. Throughout my adult life I have been opposed 
to anti-Semitism and I have been opposed to nazism. And I have 
met Poles who were in favor of nazism. 

Mr. Potter. But do you not believe there is a great deal of differ 
ence between being anti-Fascist and being pro-Communist? To me, 
as my colleague just mentioned, there is a middle ground that I think 
is shared by most Polish people who want to live in a democracy. 

Are you as vehement in your opposition to communism, which is 
also a form of totalitari: nism, as you are to fascism / 

Mr. Domprowskt. Fascism has threatened the existence of the 
United States. 

Mr. Porrer. You do not have to tell me a thing about fascism. 

Mr. Domerowskr. All right. Whereas communism has never 
threatened the existence of the United States. 

Mr. Kearney. What was that ? 

Mr. Domerowskt. You heard it right, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Would you mind repeating that ? 

Mr. Domprowsk!. Communism has never threatened—you asked 
my position on political grounds, the grounds of antifascism. You 
will find that those people who are pro-Fascist are among the most 
ardent anti-Communists, and vice versa. And that has nothing ta do 
in common with the struggle for democracy. 

Mr. Porrer. That is a gimmick. 

Mr. Domprowskt. Explain that “gimmick” to me, please. 

Mr. Porrer. Because a person is anti-Communist it has been a trick 
that all Communist organizations have used to classify those people 
as Fascists or pro-Fascists. 

Mr. Domerowsktr. No: not necessarily, sir. It is very clear that 
there are many people who, for their own beliefs, oppose communism, 
that are not pro- Fascist. 

Mr. Porrer. There are many men in this country today who have 
done much more to defeat fascism than probably yvou—— 

Mr. Domerowskt. That is your opinion, of course. 

Mr. Porrer. Well, their personal sacrifice has been much more—and 
who are equally vehement anti-Communists. They believe that peopl 
can live in a democracy— 

Mr. Domrrowskr. Which is their right, sir, under the Constitut ion 
of the United States. 

Mr. Porrer. Without going from one totalitarian extreme 
another. 

Now, to carry on isi rr. L believe that Congressman Machrowi 
sent you : copy of : L speec h that was placed in the Congressional 
Record which explained his views completely. 

Did you show him the courtesy of publishing that speech in vou 
publication ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. I published his letter in full, just as he sent it to 
me, and I published my letter in answer to that particular letter, and 
indicated that what I was interested in was seeing his words changed 
into action, to see that the situation that occasionally takes place on the 
Senate floor is not repeated, that speeches on the Senate floor, which 
can only bring shame to the United States are not left unchallenged. 

Mr. Wavrer. And the very thing you objected to was deleted fron 
the record. 

Mr. Domprowskr. And may IT add—— 
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Mr. Water. Then what action may be taken, other than words, as 
you put it? 

Mr. Domprowskt. | may add that Representative Rankin’s state- 
ment in the appendix was not eliminated, sir. 

Mr. Wa rer. That was not the statement made in the course of 
debate. But what he said in debate was expunged from the record. 

Mr. Domprowskr. Yes, as a result of the pressure that was placed 
against these people, against Congressman Madden and against Con- 
eressman Machrowicz. 

Mr. Porrer. And did you give them credit in your paper ? 

Mr. Domrrowsk1. In my publication—you have it before you—in 
my answer I am very specific. I ask Mr. Machrowicz when will he 
go from words to action, and I point out concretely what I meant. 

Mr. Warrer. What do you mean by “action”? Throwing a man 
plivsically off the floor of the House ¢ 

Mr. Domprowsk1. No, I don’t believe in force and violence, sir. 

Mr. Water. But was it action? 

Mr. Domerowsktr. For instance, when Mr. Rankin arises again on 
the floor, 1 might pose the same question to all the gentlemen here. 
Have you ever taken exception to his anti-Semitism and Negro bait- 
ing ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. I have taken violent action against it in my own dis- 
trict. Before you speak of things about which you have abselutely no 
knowledge whatsoever, | suggest you vo to the record and make some 
inquiries. I dare say every member of this committee has on oceasion 
in his own district taken violent exception to things that have been 
said. 

Mr. Domprowskt. In his own district, he may have, but not in the 
Congress. 

Mr. Jackson. Our districts are districts for which we are respon- 
sible, the districts that send us to Congress and expect direct represen- 
tation. In my ease, I have spoken several times on the floor of the 
House on this, as I intend to in future. 

Mr. Domprowskt. I would appreciate—— 

Mr. Jackson. And so far as this Michigan paper of vours is con- 
cerned, it parrots exactly the line of the U.S. S. R. Bulletin and the 
Communist Daily Worker. I see no difference. 

You say that communism does not pose a threat to this country. 
think every Communist today is guilty of treason. 

He is blood brother of the Russian and Chinese Communists. T see 
no difference whatever. 

You have expressed your opinion, and IT want to put mine in the 
record. 

Mr. Kearney. I understood vou to say that the Communist Party 
offered no threat to the security of this country. ; 

Mr. Domerowskt. You asked the question about communism threat- 
ening this country. It is my opinion, sir, that communism does not 
threaten this country. 

Mr. Kearney. May T ask vou, then, why the 11 Communists were 
tried and convicted in New York City 2 weeks ago and the conviction 
sustained by the Supreme Court of the United States ? 

Mr. Domprowsk1. They were convicted for a conspiracy to “advo- 
eate” if you read the case. 
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Mr. Kearney. They were the leaders of the Communist Party 
in this country. 

Mr. Domsrowskt. There is no doubt about it. 

But the courts have made mistakes. And the American people 
have forced the courts and their decisions and the actions taken My 
your honorable body to change, and that is clear, too. 

Mr. Watrer. I would like to ask a question about your visit to 
Poland in 1948. 

Did you learn anything about the expulsions of people from Poland 
to Siberia ? 

Mr. Domprowskt. As a matter of fact, I covered Poland from one 
end to the other. I was in motion all the time. I knew Poland be 
fore the war, and I got acquainted with it in 1948. I have-yet to 
meet one single family that could have claimed that Joe Kobolski o: 
John Somebodyelse could have been deported, sir. And these fan 
tastic tales that we take as God's truth very frequently are created 
in somebody’s very fantastic mind. 

Mr. Watrrer. Of course, my information, the information that has 
come to the Subcommittee on Immigration in the course of our studies 
of displaced persons, is entirely different, at great variance. 

Mr. Domrrowsk1. Well, these displaced persons were not in Poland 
after the change in the government there, and there are no authorities 
on what took place there. They refused to return to Poland ever 
when they were asked to return to Poland. 

Mr. Waurer. For very obvious reasons. 

Is there anything further, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Watter. The committee will stand in recess until 2 o'clock. 


The witness may be excused. 
(Whereupon, at 1:15 p. m., a recess was taken until 2 p. m. this 


same day.) 
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